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The following tramftation of Csm^B'Coinmentariet is taken 

from the celebrated edition of the late Dr. Clarke, printed 
for J. ToiuBion in 1712. All posaible oaie has been taken to 
render it exact, and to preaerve the diatinctnesa and perapi* 
cuity of expression, for which the original is so justly famoua* 
The reader will p^rceire that the rery turn and manner of 
Caesar have been copied with the utmost attention; and 
though the succeaa may not always answer expectation, y^t 
candor will induce him to make great allowancea, when he 
considers the inimitable beauty of the Latin, and the diffi- 
calty of expressing ancient manners and transactiona in mo- 
dem language. 

It may be proper to mention, that besides the seven books 
of the Gallic War, and the three of the Civil, written l>r€a- 
sar himself, the Supplements of A. Hirtius are likewise in- - 
aerted in the following translation, conusting of one 'addi- 
tional book to the Gallic War, and three books of the Alezan- 
drian, AMcan, and Spanish Wars* 
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BOOK L 

1. DiFFERCNT opiniona in the senate in relation to Caesar's 
letter — 3. The origin and causes of the opposition formed 
against him — i. The senate's severe decree, and flight of 
Caesar's friends — 5. War against Caesar resolved on — 6. Cae- 
sar harangues his troops — 7. Pompey sends proposals of 
peace — 8. Caesar's answer— 9. Pompey sends proposals a 
second time — 10, Which not pleasing CjEsar, he preparea 
for war— 11. Caesar makes himself master of Iguvium and 
Auximum — 12. Which so alarms his enemies at Rome, that 
they hastily quit the city, and retire to Capua — 13. Caisar, 
by his expedition, obliges many of the towns in Italy to 
submit — 23. Pompey, after the reduction of Corfinium by 
Caesar, withdraws with his troops to Brundusium — 24. Cse- 
aar beaiegiBS him there— 26. He escapes by sea, after which 
the town surrenders — Caesar cannot porsoe him for 
want of a fleet— 29. Valerius and Curio, partisans of Caesar, 
drive Cotta from Sardinia, and Cato from Sicily ; Varus 
compels. Tttbero to desist from his design on Africar— 
Cmtr's speeoh to the senate — 31. Which producing no 
effect^ he sets oat for Txansslpine Ganl— The people of 

, MaxaeiUee ahi^ their gates against Cesar— 34, Wha com« 
msnds Bmtos and Trebonins to be8ieg0 the place— S5« 
Fabins sent before into Spain^39« Csesar followsi and 
oones up with Afraauis and Petreins at Lerida-^l* A slrir- 

. mishy with almost equal adnnlage on both sidee-^* A 
sadden stonn having broka dom Ida bridges, CcBBar is shnt 
up betvreen two rireta'-48« And reduced to great straits 
for want of provisions— 51* He extricates himself at length, 
and $Hrprise9 the enemy's foragers— 52. Brutus defeats the 
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people of Marseilles in a sea-fight— 53. Casar obtains thd 

superiority near Lerida — 54. Many states declare for him — 
55. Afranius and Petreius remove towards Celtiberia — ^56. 
Csesar pursues them with his cavalry — 37. Then drawing 
out the legions, continues to urge them in their retreat — 
64. He cuts off' their provisions — 66. Afranius and Petreius' 
men talk with Caesar's about a surrender — 67. Petreius in- 
terrupts the conference — 68. And obliges the soldiers to 
take an oath of fidelity to their generals —70, Who, finding 
both their provisions and forage intercepted, resolve to re- 
turn to Lerida— 71. Csesar follows, and greatly molests 
them in their march— 73. At length, water, forage, and 
every thing failing them, they axe forced to sue for peace, 
and accept of Caesar's terms. 

BOOK II. 

i* Trebonivb eonttnues the siege of Marseilles— S. Nasidius 
arrives with a fleet to the relief of the town— 4. The inUa- 
bitants repair their fleet, and join it to that of Nasidiu»— 5. 
A sea-fight between Bratus and the people of Marseilles — 
6« In which the latter are defeated— 8. Trebonins raises a 
prodigious tower against the town— 9« Likewise a muscolus 

' of uncommon size— 10, By which a tower belonging to the 
enemy is orertbrown- 11. On this tiie besieged demand a 
truce— IS. Which they afterwards break, and, in a sudden 
sally , bum Trebonins' works— 14« Trebonius, with wonderful 
expedition, raises anew and amasing terrace — 15. On which 

* the besieged again treat of a surrender— 16* Meanwhile M. 
Varro, in Farther Spain, prepareii to oppose Caesar— 17. Cse- 
sar summons a general assembly of the states at Corduba-> 
18. Varro, deserted by his troops, goes over to Caesar— 19, 
Ceesar, having reduced Spain, arrives before Marseilles — 
20. The Marseillians surrender ; L. Domitius escapes by 
sea — 21. About the same time, C. Curio sets out for Africa 
—22. Where, at first, he wars successfully against Varus — 
34. But afterwards, Varus having received supplies from 
king Juba, he rashly ventures a battle, where, after some 
advantages in the beginning, by means of his cavalry, he is 
at last cut off with his whole army« 
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BOOK m* 

• 

!• C/ESAR reverses some judgments given on persons for bri- 

• bery at elections-;-2. He sets out for Brundusium— 3. Pom- 

• pey's mighty preparations for war — 4. Csesar embarks, and 
arrives at the promontory of Ceraunium— 6. His fleet, re- 

' turning from Brundusium, is intercepted by the enemy — 
7. M. Octavius, one of Pompey's adherents, laying siege to 
Salona, is obliged, by a sudden sally of the inhabitants, to 

• abandon his lines — 8. Caesar's embassy to Pompey, with 

• proposals of peace — 9. Cffisar makes himself master of Ori- 

• cam — 10. Also of ApoUonia, and the whole country round 
' about — 11. CiBsar and Pompey encamp over against eaeh 
' other, on the banks of the rirer Apane — 19m Caesar's trans* 

ports, sailing fix)m Brundusium, putback immediately for fear 
of the enemy — IS. Pompey's fleet reduced to great straits^ 
14* Conferences set on foot about a peace, which come to 
nothing— 15* Bibulus, admiral of Pompey's fleet) dies.— 16* 

' Pompey's answer to Cssar's proposals of peace— 17. The 

> conferencee about a peace renevedj but without elfoct— 18. 
A commotion in Rome— 91* libo, one of Pompey's fol* 
lowers, blocks up the port of Brundusium with a fleet^S9» 
But, by the valor and conduct of Antony, is forced to quit 
his project — SS. Antony and Kalenns transport Cesar's 
troops to Greece, with wonderful good success— ST. Pom* 
pey, to avoid being shut up between two armies, retires to 

' Asparagium— S8. Scipio, a partisan of Pompey, behaves 
very tyrannically in Asia— 29. The motions of Caesar's lieu<» 
tenants in Thessaly, ^tolia, and Macedonia — 34. Young 
Pompey burns Cassar's fleet in the port of Oricum — 35. Cffi- 
sar cuts off Pompey's communication with Dyrrhachium — 
36. And besieges him in his camp — 39. Many attempts and 
dispositions on both sides, with various turns of fortune — 
40. Ciesar's troops, distressed for want of corn, make bread 
of a certain root — 43. Pompey repulsed in a sally — 47. Ka- 
lenus, one of Caesar's lieutenants, possesses himself of seve- 

" ral towns in Achaia— 48. Caesar offers Pompey battle--49« 

• Another embassy, with proposals of peace, which are re- 
jected — 50. Pompey, distressed for want of forage, resolves 
to break through Cesar's lines-^51* Kosoillua and ^E^pm, 
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disgusted at tome cbeek they had received from Cesar^ re* 
Tolt to Pompey— 52. Podipey lirealg through CflBsar's lineSy 
after making great slaughter of his troop8-~61, Caesar de- 
» flists from th» d«8igii of inelosing Fetmpey, and makea a' 
. speech to his men— 62^ Cmst retkes to Asparagium, amLls 
ftUemd hy Pompey— ^» Theaoe to ApoUouia— IS?"* And 
then to Gomphi^ a town o£ Thessaly, which refusing to open 
its gate»y is taken by assault the first day — 68. Metropolis 
Stthmits, and their example is followed by other Thessalian 
states — 69. Pompey arrives in Theasaly, elated with his 
. success, and confident of victory-— 70. Ciesar resolves to 
. give battle ; his resolution with respect to his cavalry — 72. 

Pompey likewise resolves to give battle, and boasts of an 
. assured victory — 73. The disposition of Pompey's army — 
. 74, The disposition of Cassar's — 75, Caesar's speech to his 
soldiers — 76. The battle of Pharsalia, in which Ciesar ob- 
tains a complete vi<5tory — 77. Csesar makes himself master 
V of Pompey's camp— 78. Where he finds great riches— 79. 
. Pompey's flight— 80. Caesar pursues Pompey's troops, and 
. obliges them to surrender— 81. The number of men killed on 
. each side — 82. Meanwhile, Lsalius, a follower of Pompey, 
. blocks up Brundusium with a fleet— 83. And Cassias bums 
. some ships in Sicily belonging to Csesar — 84. Csesar pursues 
PQmpey-*-8£L Pompey, flying to Pelusium«, is murdered 
there by some of king Ptolemy's court— 86.^. Some prodigies 
. that happened on the day of Ciesar'a victory— 87^ Cosar 
pursuing Pomfiey to AJexandcia, hears there tbe news of 
, his death— 88. And is unexpectedly entangled in a new 
war. 



ALEXANDRIAN WAR. 

!• CsESAit prepares for war->!l. As likewise the Alexandrians 
. —3. Arsinoe, Ptolemy*a daan^ter, possesses herself of the 
, supreme authority— 4^ Scheme of the Alexandrians to de- 
prive the Romans of water — 5. Caesar's speech to hia sol- 
diers ; they fall to digging of wells, and thereby find water 
— Caesar having brought his transports to Alexandria, h/is 
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the advantage in several naval encounters — 13. And after- 
wards makes hinvself master of some forts that commanded 
the port — 14. But, attempting some others, is repulsed, and 
narrowly escapes by swimming — 15. Which loss serves only 
the more to animate his soldiers — 16. Ciesar, at the request 
of the Alexandrians, sends them their king, Ptolemy, who 
immediately becomes his enemy — 17. Cssar's fleet has the 
disadvantage in an engagement — 18. Mithridates, Caesar's 
friend, having made himself master of Pelusium, advances 
towards Alexandria, at the head of a great body of troops — 
19. The king's forces, endeavoring to oppose him, are re- 
pulsed with loss — 20. Caesar marching to the assistance of 
Mithridates, and Ptolemy, at tlie same time, to reinforce 
his troops, they come to a battle, with all their forces, in 
fviiieh the king is intirely defeated— Caescur storms the 
enoa^B camp ; and the king himaelf, endeaioriag to make 
his escape, is dpowned— 23. Cssar admitting the Alexan- 
drians to a surrender, leatoxea tnnqiiillity to £gypt-^24. 
And settles the kingdom on Cleopatra and her brother-^^, 
Jjdeantine DomitinaCalTinua, one of Caesar's generals^ loses 
ahstde i^ainst Fhaniaces, in Annenia the Lesser-odS. At 
the «ame time Oabinins reoeives a considerable check in 
Illyzieiim» which had been gallantly defended by Q. Cofni- 
fioins-^. But this loss is afiterwards repaired by the l^ra* 
very of Vatinins» who recoTsrs lUyrienm to thaobedienee 
of Cflssar^-M. About the same time eommotioiis ansa in 
Spain, occasioned by the eztortions of Cassias Laiigmvs— 
42. Cassias is woanded by the conspirators ---^S, Jkfter 
which, he behaves still more tyrannically— 44. Whence sew 
disturbances arise— Which are appeased at last, by the 
arrival of Lepidus, and the death of Cassius— 52. Cxsar re- 
stores his affairs in Syria — 53. As likewise in Cilicia end 
Cappadocia — 54. And in Gallogra^cia — 55. He afterwards 
treats of peace with Phamaces in Pontus— 56. And finding 
him not faithful to his engagements, resolves to make war 
on him — 59. Phamaces, rashly hazarding a battle, is totally 
routed, and his army cut to pieces — 62, Pontus being thus 
speedily recovered, and tranquillity restored to all the 
'AsiaCic^oyinpeB, Cssar . returns lo Italy. 
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AFRICAN WAR, 

1. C/ESAR sets out for Africa— 3. And lands at Adrumetum — 
4. He treats with Considius about the surrender of that 
town ; but in vain — 5. Thence he removes his camp to 
Ruspina— 6. And again to Leptis, which he immediately 
• takes possession of— 7. Here he draws together his auxiliary 
troops— 8. And afterwards retuma to Ruspina to provide 
himself with com— 9* Whence preiMUring to sail in quest of 
his transports, they unexpectedly appear before the port— 
11. Skirmishes between Caesar and Xiabienus, near Bnspina 
— 17« Petreius and Piso advance to support Labienuay but 
they are nerertheless all repulsed— 18. The number of 
Labienus' troops, and his presumption— 19* Scipio joins 

- Labienus; Csesar fortifies bis camp— 1^. Young Pompey, 
by Gate's advice, prepares for war, but without success — 

* 22. Cesar suffers greatly for want of com— 2S. King Juba» 
mazohing to the assistance of Scipio, is forced to return to 
defend his own kingdom against Bk)gud— 24. Cassar, re* 
solving to fight the enemy, draws troops together from all 
parts— 25. llie manner of training Scipio's elephants— 26« 

' One of Caesar's ships taken by^e enemy— 27. Labienus 
attacks Leptis in vain— 28. Scipio draws out his troops; 
Caesar keeps within his camp— 29. A great number of Nu* 

• midians and Getulians desert to Csesai^^SO. The town of 
Acilia demands a garrison from Caesar, and is immediately 
invested by the enemy — 31. Caesar receives a supply of 
troops and corn by sea--32. A body of Getulians, sent out 
ae scouts by Scipio, desert to Cajsar— 33. Gate sends sup- 

' plies to Scipio j the city of Tisdra demands a garrison of 
Cfeear — 34. Ca»sar makes choice of a new camp, and 
strengtliens it with works ; which the enemy advancing to 
retard, are repulsed with great slaughter — 38. On which, 
Caesar draws out his army ; but the enemy keep within 
their camp — 40. The siege of Acilia raised— 41. The sur- 
^prising fortitude of one of Ca?sar's centurions, taken pri- 
soner by Scipio ; and the cruelty of that general — 42. The 
great mischief done by a sudden storm of rain— 43. King 
Juba arrives in Scipio's camp, at the liead of a great body 
of troops— 44if Cassar having dislodged Labienus^ seizes tho 
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hill on which he was posted — 45. Caesar's works for the se- 
curity of his camp — 46. Juba and Labienus, attacking a 
party of Caesar's men, as they returned from the works, are 
repulsed with great slaughter — 47. Two legions arrive to 
Caesar's aid — 48. Cssar's steadiness in maintaining military 
discipline— 49. The Getulians, revolting from Juba, oblige 
him to divide his forces — 50. Ca?sar feigns a design on Uzita, 
whence a great many persons of illustrious rank join him— 
31. Juba*s pride — 52. Both armies drawn up — 53. The order 
of battle on each side — 54. After a few skirmishes between 
the horse, both retire to their camps— 55. Some of Caesar's 
ships burned by the enemy, and others taken— 56. Caesar, 
embarking in person » follows the enemy, defeats them, and 
returns to his camp — 57. Caesar in want of com— 68* Which 
compels him to leave his camp ; Scipio pursues him — 59» 

* • He possesses himself of Zeta, a town beyond the enemy's 
camp— 60. The enemy, attacking him as he returns, laden 
with plunder, are repulsed— 61. Difficulty of fighting with 
the Numidians ; Caesar's contriTance for that purpose — 62* 
The town of Vacca, demanding a garrison of Caesar, is plan« 
dered by king Jnba— 63. The enemy declining a battle, 
Caesar decamps, and repulses the troops sent to set on him 

' in his' march— 64. fint not caring to besiege Sarsura,'he re- 
turns to his old camp— 65. The Thahenenses demand Cae« 
ear's protsction— 66. Cssar receives fresh succors— 67, A 
hatlle of the cavalry, in which Caesar has the advantage-* 
•6B. The enemy still declining an engagement, Cesar be« 
sieges Thapsius — 69. Scipio attempts to relieve it— 70. Cae* 
sar, encouraging his men, and finding them full of alacrity, 
attacks the enemy— 72. The surprising bravery of a private 
soldier — 73. Scipio's army defeated, and almost totally cut 
off— 74. Caesar marches for Utica— 75. Whither Scipio oa* 
valry had retired — 76. Cato kills himself ; Utica surrenders 
— 77. Cffisar, in his march to Utica, possesses himself of 
Usceta and Adrumetum — 78. He pardons the Uticans— 79. 
Juba flying to Zama, is refused admittance — 80. Zama, and 
several of the king's generals, surrender to Caesar — 81. Con« 
sidius surrenders Tisdra, and Vergilius, Thapsus — 82. The 
death of Juba and Petreius — 83. Also of Faustius and Afra* 
nius — 84. And of Scipio — 85. Caesar converts Juba's king* 
dom into a province— 86. And retains to Rome* 
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TsS'OovmeiMseiraift of tlie Spanish wai^. C«9ar micdiea 
to tttack Cofdof«-*i3. At the «ftme tima thr om •aooora into 
lUltB, besieged by Pompey — if. The attempt on Cordova 

. obliges Pompey to raise the siege of Ulia — 5. Pompey ad« 
▼anoing to the relief of Cordova, Ceesar attacks Ategua, 

• whither he is followed by Pompey— 7. Both intrench thera- 

. selves in mountainous places of difficult access— 9. Pompey, 
attacking a fort belonging to Geesar, is repulsed — 10. Ca&sar 
continues the siege of Ategua — 11. Repulses a sally from 
the town— 13. Various skirmishes between the two armies 
15. Cruelty of the townsmen — 16. Caesar repulses them in 

, a second sally — 17. TuUius treats with Caesar about a sur- 
render — 18. Continuation of the siege — 19. The town sur- 
renders — 20. Pompey removes his camp towards Ucubis — 
22. Behavior of the Bursavolenses— 23. Caisar and Pompey 

, both encamp near Ucubis, where some skirmishes happen — 

- 25. Single combat of Turpio and Niger — 26. Great numbers 
of the enemy desert to Caesar ; some of Pompey's lettei's 
intercepted — 27. Both parties encamp iu the plain of Munda 

- --28, A great battle ensues — 31. In which Pompey is totally 

- defeated — 32. Caesar besieges the runaways in Munda~33* 
. • Attacks and makes himself master of Cordora— ^* lake- 

wise of Hispalis ; whence he is expelled* and again reooreia 
. it ; the MundenaoSy undfir a pretence of a surrender, pre- 

- paring to attack our men, are tlieiiiaolTea put to the aword 

Carteia anmnders to Ca3sar ; Pompey makes his escape 
Pompey is alam-'4QU Some of Cesar's ships burned 
; —41. Caoaar'a txpoys take possession of MmMia^ and af|^r- 
. wimls immat Umo*-40k Casaar'a apoaoli to the j^opls of 
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SUPPLEMENT 

or 

DIONYSIUS VOSSIUS 

TO 

CiSSAR'S FIRST BOOK OF THE CIVIL WAR. 



I THINK it needless to say any thing here, in opposU 
lion to those who pretend tlmt the foUowiog Cooi** 
menlajriefli, coueenuig tiie Civil War, were not planed 
by Ceesar himself. We have not only the express tes<« 
timony of Suetonius to the contrary, but the very style 
sufficiently declares that Cassar alone could be the 
Mitbor of the work. There is room howevw to sua* 
peel, from the abrupt manner in which the subject is 
introduced, that the beginning of this first book is 
wanting ; for history takes notice of several previous 
iacts, of which no mention is made here* I have there- 
fore collected out of Plutarch, Appian, and Dion, as 
mach as was necessary to connect this and the former 
Commentary^ and fancy it will not be disagreeable to 
the reader to offer it here by way of preface. 

Gaul being wholly- reduced, Cassar, on his arrival in 
Lombardy, thought proper, fbr many reasons, to send 
deputies to Rome, to demand the consulship, and a 
prolongation of his command. Ponipey, who, though 
averse to Cassar 's interest, had not yet openly declared 
against him, neither farthered nor opposed his request. 
Sat the consuls Mareellus and Lentulus, who bad 
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already joined the party of his enemies, resolved by 
every method in their power to frustrate the design. 
Marcellus scrupled not to add other injuries to that of 
which we speak; for Cassar had lately planted a colony 
at Novocomum in Cisalpine Gaul ; and Marcellus> not 
satisfied with stripping the inhabitants of the privilege 
of Roman citizens, seized one of their chief magistrates 
at Rome, ordered him to be scourged, and then dis- 
missed him to carry his complaints to Cassar ; an igno* 
niny from which all free citizens were expressly ex-* 
empted by the laws. While affairs were in this train , 
C. Curio, tribune of the people, came to Caesar in 
Gaul. This nobleman, after many attempts in behalf 
of the commonwealth^ and to promote Caesar's in« 
terest, finding at length all his endeavors withouf 
effect, fied from Rome to avoid the malice of his eiie<' 
mies, and informed Caesar of all that was transacted 
against him* C^sar received him with great marks of 
tespticty as well on account of his rank in the commoo«i' 
wealthy as the many services he had done himself and 
the state, and thanked him for the signal zeal he bad 
shown in his cause. But Curio advised him, since his 
enemies were now openly preparing for war, to draw his 
army together without delays and rescue the common^ 
wealth from the tyranny of an aspiring faction* Caesar^ 
though fully satisfied of the truth of Curio's report, 
resolved to sacrifice all other considerations to the 
public tranquillity^ that no man might justly charge' 
him with being the author of a civil war. He there- 
fore otily petitioned, by his friends, that the governs' 
ment of Cisalpine Gaul and Illyricum, with the com- 
mand of two legions, might be continued to him ; iir 
all which his principal aim was, by the equity of his; 
demands^ to induce . his enemies to grant peace to thd 
oommonweidtfa. These offers appeared so reasonable^ 



Digitized by Google 



SUPPLEMENT OF DIONYSIUS VOSSIUS. 6 

that even Pompey himself knew not how to oppose 
them. But the consuls still continuing inflexible, Cae- 
sar wrote a letter to the senate, wherein, after briefly 
enumerating his exploits and services, he requested 
them not to deprive him of the benefit of the people's 
favor, who had permitted him to sue for the consul- 
ship in his absence. He protested his readiness, if 
such was the resolution of the senate and people of 
Rome, to dismiss bis army, provided Pompey did the 
same : but could by no means resolve, so long as he 
continued in command and authority, to divest him- 
self of troops, and lay himself open to the injuries of 
his enemies. Curio was commissioned to carry this 
letter, who, trayelling with incredible dispatch, reached 
Rome in three days, (a distance of a hundred and 
sixty miles,) before the beginning of January, and ere 
the consuls could get any thing determined relating 
to Ccesar's command. Curio, on his arrival, refused 
to part with the letter, resolving not to deliver it bnt 
in full senate, and when the tribunes of the people 
were present ; for he was apprehensive, should he do 
otherwise, that the consuls would suppress it. 
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C-«:SAR'S COMMENTARIES. 



CIVIL WAR. 
BOOK I. 



1. Casar's letter being delivered to tbe consuls, tbe 
tribunes, with much difficulty, procured it a reading in 
the senate ; but could by no means prevail to have his 
demands brought under deliberation. The consuls 
proposed to debate on tbe state of the republic. Len- 
tulus promised * to stand by tbe senate and people, 
if they would deliver their sentiments with freedom 
and courage ; but if they regarded CfBsar, and affected 
to court liis friendship, as had been tbe practice for 
some time past, Iio 4new, be tdd tbeoit ^^^t be had 
to do» and was determined to disclum their authority; 
not doubtin(r^JbiU-h^)\^uld find a ready admittance to 
coming k second SfJ^'^ Caesar/ Scipio spoke much 
of the commonwe^^ 5 ' ^^'^^ Pompey was firmly bent 
tained the a^m-^ l**® republic, if be found the senators 
which he ' -PP^'* » if ^'*®y cooled, or were re- 
p . a their resolves, it would be in vain for them to 
t^x^rcct his aid, if they saw cause afterwards to apply 
for it.' This speech of Scipio, as the senate was held 
the city, and Pompey resided in the suburbs, wan 
considered as coming from Pompey 's own mouth. 
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Seme were for following milder counsels, of which 
number was M. Marcellus, who gave it as his opinion 
* (hat it was not proper to enter on the present delibe- 
ration till troops were raised over all Italy, and an 
army got ready, under whose protection the senate 
might proceed with freedom and safety in their de- 
bates. Callidius was for sending Pompey to his go- 
vernment, to take away all occasion of discord ; be- 
cause Caesar had reason to fear, as two of his legions 
had been taken from him, that Pompey retained them 
in the neighborhood of Rome, with a view to employ 
them against him/ M. Rnfus nearly agreed in opi- 
nion with Callidius. But they were all severely re- 
primanded by the consul Lentulus, who expressly 
refused to put Callidius' motion to the vote. Mar- 
cellus, awed by the consul's reprimand, retracted what 
he had said. Thus the clamors of Lentulus, the dread 
of an army at the gates of Rome, and the menaces fo 
Pompey's friends, forced the greater part of the se- 
nate, though with the utmost reluctance and dislike, 
into a compliance with Scipio's motion, * that Caesar 
should be ordered to disband his army before a certain 
day then fixed ; and that in case of disobedience, he 
should be declared an enemy to the republic' M. An- 
tonius and Q. Cassius, tribunes of the people, opposed 
their negative to this decree. Immediately a debate 
arose on the validity of their int'^'-nosition. Many 
severe speeches were made agai? 
more warm and passionate any one V 
was he applauded by Caesar's enemiel^'^^^-v^ 

2. In the evening the senate rose ; an3^\_ 
sending for all those of his party, commended 
ward ; confirmed them in their resolutions ; reproved 
and animated the more moderate. Multitudes of ve- 
terans^ who had formerly served under him, (locked to 
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Lim from all parts, allured by the expectation of re- 
wards and dignities. A great number of officers be* 
longing to the two legions lately returned by CaBsar 
had likewise orders to attend bim. Rome was filled 
with troops. Curio assembled the tribunes to support 
the decree of the people. On the other hand, all the 
friends of the codsuIs, all the partisans of Pompey, 
and of such as .bore any ancient grudge to Caesar^ re- 
paired to the senate : by whose concourse and votes 
the weaker sort were terrified, the irresolute con- 
firmed, and the greater part deprived of the liberty of 
speaking their mind freely. L. Piso the censor, and 
L. Boacius the pretor, offered to go and acquaint 
CsBsar with the state of affairs^ demanding only six 
days for that purpose. Some were for sending depu- 
ties to him, to inform him of the senate's disposition. 

3* But all these proposals were rejected , because 
the consul, Scipio, and Cato, declared against them'# 
Cato was incited by the remembrance of an old quar- 
rel, and the disappointment he had sustained in stand- 
ing candidate for the pretorship with Caesar. Lentu- 
lus was oppressed with debt, and flattered himself 
with the command of armies, the goremment of pro-» 
▼inces, and the largesses of the kings for whom he 
should procure the title of allies and friends of the 
Roman people. He was besides wont to boast among 
those of his own party that he doubted not of be- 
coming a second Sylla, in whom the whole authority 
of the commonwealth should centre. Scipio enter-* 
tained the same hope of commands and governments, 
which he expected to share with his son-in-law Pom- 
pey : add to this, his dread of a prosecution ; his vanity 
and self-conceit ; and the flatteries and applauses of 
his friends, who at that time bore a considerable sway 
in the commonwealth and courts of justice. Pompey 
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himself, ihstigated by Caesar's enemies, and not able 
to endure an equal in dignity, was now intirely alien- 
ated from him, and had joined with their comtnon ad- 
irenaries, most of whom Cmar had contracted during 
hid affinity with Pompey. Besides, the fraudulent step 
he had taken, in detaining, for the purposes of his own 
ambition, the two legions destined to serve in Asia 
and Syria, determined him to use all his endeayors to 
hnng on a etvil war. 

4. Tfans nothing bnt tnrnnlt and violence was to be 
seen in the public debates. Caesar's friends had no 
time given them to inform him of what passed. Even 
the tribnnes themselves were not exempt from danger, 
nor dnrst they hare reconrse to that right of interces* 
siott Which Sylla had left them, as the last bulwark of 
liberty ; insomuch, that the seventh day after entering 
on their office, they saw themselves obliged to provide 
for their safety; whereas in former times, the most 
turbulent and seditious tribunes never began to appre- 
hend themselves in danger till towards the eighth 
month of their administration. Recourse was had to 
that rigid and ultimate decree, which was never used 
but in the greatest extremities, when the city wan 
threatened with ruin and conflagration, * that the con- 
suls, the pretors, the tribunes of the people, and the 
proconsuls that were near Rome, should take care that 
the commonwealth received no detriment/ This de- 
cree passed the seventh of January ; so that during 
the five first days in which it was permitted the senate 
to assemble, after Lentulus' entrance on the consulsliip 
(for two days are always appropriated to the holding 
lof the comitia), the most severe and rigorous resoln* 
dons were taken, both in relation to Csesar^s govern^ 
ment, and the tribunes of the people, men of eminent 
^orth and dignity. The tribunes immediately quitted 
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the dty, and fled to GMar, wbo was then at Raveif.egj 

waiting an answer to his late demands, whose equit/ 
he hoped would dispoae all parties to entertain thoughts 
of peace* 

5. The following days the senate assembled without 

the city, where Pompey confirmed every thing he Imd 
before intimated by the mouth of Scipio. He ap- 
l^uded the resolution and courage of the senatorSy 
aequainted them with the state of his foreeSt that ha 
Imd ten legions already inarms, and was besides well 
Informed that Cfesar's troops were by no means satis- 
fied with their general ; nay, had even refused to sup- 
port and follow him. It was then proposed in the se* 
sate that troops should be raised over all Italy ; that 
Faostos Sylla should be sent propretor into Havrita^ 
Ilia ; that Pompey should be supplied with money out 
of the public treasury ; and that king Juba should be 
declared friend and ally of the people of Rome : bat 
tfarcelliis opposed the last of these ; and Philippns^ 
tribune of the people, would not agree to the propre* 
torship of Sylla. The other motions were approved 
by the senate. The affair of the provinces was next 
demied ; two of which were consular, the rest pre* 
torian. Syria fell to the share of Scipio, and Gaol 
fell to hm Domitias. Philippus and Marcellos were 
set aside, through the private views of the prevailing 
party. The rest of the provinces were assigned to men 
of pretorian rank, who waited not to have their nomi« 
totion conirmed by the people^ as had been the cvstom 
in former years, bat, after taking the usual oath, de<p 
parted for their several commands in a military habit* 
The consuls left the city, a thing unheard of till that 
ttme, and lictors were seen walking before private 
men in the forum and eapitol, contrary to the express 
practice of former ages. Troops were levied over aU 



Digitized by Google 



I 



10 CABAE's COVMBNTARIES. 

hvKiy, amis enjoined, money demanded of the oolonies 

4nd free towns, and even taken from the very temples; 
/ in iinei neither divine nor human rights were re-* 
y garded. 

6. Cauar, baying intelligence of these proceedings^ 
addressed himself to his troops : ' He took notice of 

the many injuries he had received on all occasions 
from his enemies, who had alienated Pompey from 
him^ by filling him with an envy and jealousy of his 
jrepntation, though he had done every thing in hia 
power to promote his glory, and favor his advance^ 
ment to the highest dignities. He complained of the 
new precedent introduced into the commonwealth, in 
checking, and hindering by arms, the opposition of the 
tribunes, which of late years had been restored to i^ 
wonted force* That Sylla, who had almost annihilated 
the tribuneship, had yet left it the liberty of opposi* 
tion ; whereas Pompey, who valued himself on the re- 
establishment of that office, deprived it now of a privi« 
lege it had always enjoyed. That the decree enjoin^^ 
fng the magistrates to provide for the safety of the 
commonwealth, which implied an order to the Roman 
people to repair to arms, was never wont to be used 
but on occasion of dangerous laws, seditious measures 
pursued by the tribunes, or a general secession of thd 
people, when they possessed themselves of the temples 
and places of strength ; crimes, which in former ages 
had been expiated by the fate of Saturninus and the 
Gracchi. That at present nothing of this kind had 
been attempted, nor so much as thought of; no laitf* 
promulged, no endeavor used to sednce the people, no 
appearance of revolt or disaffection. He therefore 
conjured them to defend against the malice of his ene« 
mies the honor and reputation of a general,, und^ 
whom they had served nine years with so much ad^ 



Digitized by Google 



't 

I 

. CIVIL WAR. — BOOK I. 13 

4iitage to'the oomHionwealth, gained so many battles; 
and subdued all Gaul and Germany/ The soldiers of 
the thirteenth legion, who were present, and whom he 
had sent for in the .begioDing of the troubles (the rest 
not haying yet arrived), cried out, that they were de- 
termined to maintain the honor of their general, aiid 
to revenge the wrongs done to the tribunes. 
' 7* Being assured of the good-will of the soldiers, he 
marched with that legion to Rimini, where he was met 
by the tribunes of the people, who had fled to him for 
protection^ He ordered the other legions to quit their 
winter quarters, and follow him with all expedition. 
While he was at Rimini, young h. Caesar, whose fa- 
ther was one of his lieutenants, came to him ; and after 
acquainting him with the occasion of his journey, 
added, that he had a private message to him from Pom-« 
pey, * who was desirous of clearing himself to Caesar, 
that he might not interpret those actions as designed to 
affront him, which had no other aim but the good of the 
commonwealth : that it hud been his constant maxion 
to prefer the interest of the republic to any private en-* 
gagement: that it was worthy of Caesar to sacrifice 
bis passion and resentment to the same noble motive; 
and not prejudice the commonwealth, by pushing too 
far bis revenge against his private enemies.' He added 
something more to the same purpose, mingled with 
excuses for Pompey. The pretor Roscius joined like« 
wise in the negotiation, declaring he was eommissioaed 
80 to do. 

8. Though all this tended little to redress the in« 

juries of which Caesar complained, yet, considering 
these as proper persons by whom to transmit his 
thoughts, he begged of them, that as they had not. 
scrupled to bring Pompey's demands to him, they 
would likewise carry back his proposals to Pompey 
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flmf, if ponible, so small a labor miglit put an ead t« 

mighty differences, and deliver all Italy froni the fear 
of a civil war. He told them ^ that the interest of the 
commonwealth had always been dearer to him than 
life ; bat he coald not help grieying at the malke of 
his enemies, who had fimtrated the good intentions of 
the Roman people in his favor, by cutting off six 
months from his command, and obliging him to return 
to fiome to sue for the consulship^ though a law had 
been made dispensing with his personal attendance : 
that he had yet, for the sake of the commonwealth, 
patiently submitted to this assault on his honor : that 
even his proposal of disbanding the armies on both 
sides, which he had made by a letter to the senate, had 
heen rejected : that new leriee were making over alt 
Italy: that two legions, which had been taken from 
him, under pretence of the Parthian war, were still 
retained in the service of his enemies : that the whole 
state was in arms. What could all this aim at, hut hie 
dteetmction ? That, nevertheless, he was ready to agree 
to any proposal, and expose himself to any danger, for 
the sake of his country. Let Pompey go to his govern- 
ment: let all the armies be disbanded: let every body 
thronghont Italy lay down their arms : let every thing 
that participates of terror and force be removed : let 
the elections of magistrates be made with perfect free- 
dom ; and let the republic be administered by the au- 
thority of the senate and people. And the better to 
settle all these articles, and corroborate them with the 
sanction of an oath, let either Pompey himself draw 
nearer, or sufler Caesar to approach him ; as all their 
differences may be most easily terminated by a con- 
ference/ 

9. Roseins and L. Caesar, having received this an« 
swer, departed for CapQa, where they ibnnd Pompey 
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and the consalst and laid before Ibem Caeear'a {nto* 
posals. After deliberating on the affair, they sent a 

reply, in writing, by the same niessen|^ers, the purport 
of which was, ' that Caesar should quit Rimini, return 
to Gaul, and disband his army ; which conditions per- 
formedy Pompey would go into Spain. In the mean 
time, till Caesar gave security for the performance of 
what he had promised, neither Pompey nor the consuls 
would discontinue the levies/ 

10. It was by no means a fair proposal, that Cfesar 
should be obliged to quit Rimini, and return to Gaul, 
while Pompey held provinces and legions that were 
none of his: that he should dismiss his army, whilst 
the other was levying troops: and, that only a general 
promise of going into Spain should be given, without 
fixing a day for his departure; by which evasaoo, were 
he to be found in Italy, even at the expiration of Cas-* 
sar's consulship, he could not yet be charged with 
breach of faith. His forbearing too to appoint a time 
for a conference, and declining to approach nearer, 
gave little reason to hope for a peace. He tiierefore 
sent Antony to Arretium, with five cohorts ; remained 
himself at Rimini, .with two, where he resolved to levy 
troops ; and seizing Pisaurum, Fanum, and Ancona, 
left a cohort in each for a garrison. 

11. Meantime, being informed that Thermus the 
pretor had entered Iguvium, with five cohorts, and 
was endeavoring to fortify the town, as he knew the 
inhabitants to be well inclined to his interest, he de-» 
tached Curio thither, with three cohorts, drawn from 
Pisaurum and Rimini. On this, Thermus, who could 
not confide in the townsmen, retired with his cohorts, 
and quitted the place : but his troops abandoning him 
in their march, returned severally to their own homes. 
Curio was received into the place with great demon-* 
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stratioDs of joy : whicb being reported to Ciesar, as lie 
foQDd be bad tbe good-will of tbe colonies and free 
towns, be drew tbe coborts of the tbirteentb legion oat 

of garrison, and marched to Auxiraum, which Attius 
beld with a body of troops, and whence he had de- 
spatched senators to leyy forces over all Picenum. 
Cofsar's arrival being known, tbe chief citizens of 
Auximum went in a body to Altius Varus, and told 
him * that it did not belong to them to determine on 
which side justice lay; but that neither they, nor the 
other mnnicipal towns, could endure to see their gates 
sbnt against Cassar, who by bis great actions bad de- 
served so well of the commonwealth : that therefore he 
would do well to consult his own safety and reputation.* 
Attius, moved by this speech, drew off his garrison and 
fled. But some of Caesar's first ranks pursuing bim, 
obliged bim to stop ; and a battle ensuing, be was de- 
serted by his men. Some of the troops returned home ; 
the rest went over to Csesar, and brought along with 
them L. Pupius, first centurion of tbe legion, who bad 
formerly held the same rank in Pompey's army. Ca^ 
Sar commended Attius^ soldiers; dismissed Pupiust 
returned thanks to the inhabitants of Auximum ; and 
promised to retain always a grateful remembrance of 
tbeir attachment. 

12> These things being reported ai Rome, the con- 
sternation was so great over tbe whole city, that when 
the consul Lentulus came to the treasury, to deliver 
out the money to Pompey, in consequence of the de- 
cree of tbe senate, be scarce waited the opening of tbe 
inner door, but precipitately left tbe place, on a false 
rumor that Caesar was approaching, and some of his ca- 
valry already in view. He was soon followed by his col- 
league Marcellus, and thegreater part of the magistrates* 
Pompey bad left tbe town tbe day before, and was on 
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ilis way to Apulia, where he had quartered the legions 
he had received from Ciesar. The levies were discoii* 
ttnued withiB the city, and no place appeared secure 
on this side Capua. Here, at last, they took courage 
and rallied, and began to renew their levies in the 
colonies round about, which had been sent thither by 
the Julian law. Lentulus snmnioned into the forum 
the g^diRtors whom GsQsar bad ordered to be trained 
up there, gave them their liberty, furnished them with 
horses, and commanded them to follow him. But 
being afterwards admonished by his friends that this . 
step was universally condemned, he dispersed them 
into the arigfabortng towns of Campania, to keep gar- 
rison there. 

- • 13. Cassar meanwhile leaving Auxiraum, traversed 
the whole country of Picenum, where he was joyfully 
receiyed in all parts by the inhabitants, who furnished 
his nraiy with erery thing necessary. Evetf Cingnlnm 
iteelf, a town founded by Labienns, and built at his 
own expense, sent deputies to him, with an offer of 
their submission and services. He demanded a certain 
number of soldiers, which were sent immediately* 
Mennlme the twelfth legion joined him ; and with 
these two he inarched to Asculum, a town of Picenum. 
Here Lentulus Spinther commanded with ten cohorts ; 
who, hearing of CsBsar's approach, quitted the place with 
his troops, who almost all deserted him on the march. 
Being left with only a few, he £eU in with ViboUius 
Rnfos, whom Pompey had sent into Picenmn, to en- 
courage his followers in those parts. Vibullius under- 
standing from him the state of affairs in Picenum dis- 
missed Lentulus, and took the soldiers under his com* 
fliand. He likewise drew together from the neighbor^ 
ing provinces as many as he could meet with of Pom* 
pey's levies; among the rest, Ulcilles Hirus, who was 
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. flying, with six cohorts, from Camerinum, where they 
had been quartered. Out of all these he formed thir- 
teen cohorts, with which he posted, by great journeys, 
to Corfiniam, where Domitius Ahenobarbus commaDded ; 
whom he informed that Csdsar was approaching with 
two legions. Domitius had already got together, 
with great expedition, twenty cohorts from Alba, the 
country of the Marsi, Peligni> and the neighboring 
proTinces* 

14. C»8ar having made himself master of Asculam, 

and obliged Lentulus to retire, ordered the soldiers 
who had deserted him to be sought after, and new 
levies to be made. He remained only one day there 
to settle what related to provisions! and then pursued 
his march to Corfinium. On his arrival there, he 
found five cohorts, whom Domitius had detached from 
the garrison, employed in breaking down a bridge 
about three miles distant from the town. But Caesar's 
advanced parties attacking them, they quickly aban- 
doned the bridge, and retired to Corfinium. Camr 
having passed with his legions, halted before the town, 
and encamped under the walls. 

15. On this, Domitius engaged, by great rewards, 
persons well acquainted with the country, to carry 
letters into Apulia to Pompey, wherein he earnestly 
requested him to come to his aid. He told him, ' that 
it would be easy, in that close country, to shut up 
Caesar between two armies, and cut off his provisions : 
that unless this course was followed, he bimselfy wiOi 
above thirty cohorts, and a great number of senators 
and Roman knights would be exposed to imminent dan- 
ger.' Meanwhile, having encouraged his men, he dis- 
posed engines along the walls, appointed every one his 
particular post ; and the more to animate them, pm^ 
nosed eai^ soldier four acres of land out <^ bis own 
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.astale, and, in proportion, to etery oentarion and vo- 
tenleer. 

16. Meantime Ceesar was informed that the people 
of SulniODa> a town seven miles distant from Corfi- 
ninm, desired to put themselves under his protection, 
but were restrained by Q. Lucretius, a senator, and 
Attios, a Pellgttian, who held them in subjection with 
a garrison of seven cohorts. He therefore despatched 
Antony thither, with five cohorts of the seventh 
legion, whose enwgns were no sooner descried from the 
walls of Sttlmona, than the gates were thrown open, 
and the whole people in a body, both soldiers and 
townsmen, came out to congratulate Antony on his 
arrival. Lucretius and Attius endeavored to escape 
over the wall : but Attius being taken, and brought to 
Antony, reqnested that he might be sent to Csdsar. 
Antony returned the same, day, bringing along with 
him the cohorts and Attius. Csesar joined these co* 
horts to his army, and set Attius at liberty. 

17* Caesar resolved to employ the three first days iH 
strongly fortifying his camp, in procuring corn from the 
neighboring towns, and waiting the arrival of the rest 
of his forces. During this space, the eighth legion 
joined him, with two-and-twenty cohorts of new levies 
irom Gaul, and about three hundred horse from the 
king of Noricum. This obliged him to form a second 
eamp on the other side of the town, under the com- 
mand of Curio. The remaining days were spent in 
drawing a line with redoubts round the place, which 
.work was nearly completed when the messengers that 
had been sent to Pompey returned. 
* IS* Domitins, perusing the dispatches, thought pro^ 
per to dissemble the contents, and declared in council 
. that Pompey would speedily come to their assistance. 
Moantime he exhorted them to behave with courage 
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and provide every thing necessary for a vigorouB de-^ 
fence. He conferred however privately with a few of 
his most intimate friends, and^ in concert with them, 
determined on flight* But as hia looks and apeeeh 
were found to disagree ; as he behaved not witii Mi 
tisual composure and firmness ; and was observed , 
contrary to custom, to be much in secret conference 
with his friends; avoiding public appearances, and 
eonnoile of war ; it was not possible for the troth to 
femala any longer eoneealed : for Pompey had wrfttea 
back, * that he could not put all to hazard for his 
sake : that he had neither advised nor consented to his 
shutting himself up in Corfinium : that he must there^ 
fore endeavor to extricate himself as well as he eonld^ 
and eome and join hitti with all his forces/ But 
Csesar had invested and carried his lines round the 
place, this retreat was now become impracticable. 

19. Bcmitius' design being discovered, the soldiers 
who were at Corfinium began to assemble in the evBn^ 
ing, and, by means of their tribunes^ centurions^ tad 
lather officers, made known their thoughts to one ano<^ 
ther : * that they were besieged by Caesar, who had 
already, in a manner, completed his works : that their 
ipeneral, Domitius, in whose promises of assistatioe 
they had placed their chief hope, abandoning idl eoii«> 
cem for th^r safety, was contriving to escape privately 
by flight : that it was therefore incumbent on them to 
look also to their own preservation.' The Marsi at 
first Opposed this resolution, and possessed themselvei 
of the strongedt part of the town ; nay, the dispnto 
was so warm, that it almost came to be decided by the 
sword. But, shortly after, being made acquainted 
with Domitius' intended flight, of which before they 
had no knowlege, they all, in a body, surrounded Do^ 
flM;tias> seimred biftperson^ and sent dq^ttes to CMar « 
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' Aat Hiey wem ready to open tlieir gates, receive hie 

orders, and deliver up Domitius alive/ 

20. Though Cassar was fully seusibie of how great 
importance it was to get poieesflion of the town imme* 
diateljr, end join the garrieon to hie own etmy } lael 
by largesses, promnes of speedy relief, or Mse re- 
ports, any change should be produced ; as in war great 
revolutions often arise from very trifling causes : yet, 
fearing that if he introduced his soldiers in the darky 
they woiUd take that opportunity to plunder the town, 
he sent back the deputies, with thanks for their proflVr, 
resolving to have the walls and gates watched with 
great care. To that end he disposed his men along the 
works, not at a certain distance, as usual, but in one 
eontmued rank, so as to touch each other, and com* 
pletely invest the town. He ordered the military tri- 
bunes, aud officers of the cavalry, to patrol about the 
works, and not only be on their guard against sallies, 
bat even take care to prevent the escape of particular 
petaone. And indeed so akaci and vigilant were our 
soldiers, that not a man closed his eyes that night ; 
each expecting the event with impatience, and carrying 
his thoughts from one thing to another ; what would 
be the fate of the Corfinians, what of Domitius, what 
ef Lentnlus, and the other illnstrlons persons in the 
place : in fine, what wns like to be the issne of so com* 
plicated a scene. 

21. About the fourth watch of the night, Lentulus 
fipinther called from the wall to the guard, and desired 
to be conducted to C«sar. His request being granted, 
he came out of the town, attended by some of Poml* 
tios' soldiers, who never left him till they had con* 
ducted him to Caesar's presence. ^ He begged him to 
^pare his life, and pardon the injuries he had done him, 
ia considevation of their former fMendship. He owned 
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the many obligatioM be had laid Mm under, in pm* 

curing bim an adroission into the college of priests, 
obtaining for him the government of Spain, after the- 
expiration of the pretorship, and supporting bim in the 
denmnd of the consulship.' Caesar interrupted him 
by saying, * that he was not come out of the bonncto 
of bis province with an intent to injure any body ; but 
to repel the injuries done him by his enemies ; to re- 
venge the wrongs of the tribunes ; and to restore io 
the Roman people, who were oppressed by a small 
faction of the nobles, their liberty* and ^nviiegosJ 
LentuluSy encouraged by this speech, asked lea^e to 
return into the town, * where,' he said, ' the assurances 
be had obtained of bis own safety would contribute 
not a little to the consolation of others, some of whom 
were so terrified, that they were ready to take despe- 
rate resolutions/ Iieaye being granted, he departed 
for the town, 

22. As soon as it was light Caesar ordered before 
him all the senators, senators' sons, military tribunee^k 
and Roman knights. There were of senatorian rsunk^ 
L. Domitius, P. Lentulus Spinther, L. Yibullius Bxb* 
fus, Sextus Quintilius Varus, qnestor, L. Rubrius ; 
also Domitius' son, and many young men of quality, 
with a great number of Roman knights, and some 
decurions, or senators of the neighboong municipal 
towns, who had been sent for by Domitius* As 80<Mi 
as they appeared, he gave orders to secure them from 
the insults of the soldiery ; and, addressing them in a 
few words, remonstrated, ^ that they had made a very 
ill requital for the many signal services received at hie 
"hands/ After which he set them at liberty. He likef* 
wise restored to Domitius six millions of sesterces^ 
which that general had brought with him to Corfinium; 
and deposited in the Jiands of the two treasjorers of Uiua 
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tom, who surrendered it to Caesar/ Ab this was pub- 
lic money, assigned by Pompey to pay the forces with, 
Caesar might justly hare seized it, but he was willing 
to show himself generoas as well as mercifaL He or* 
itored Dooaitins' soldiera to take the lumal oath to hisi, 
d^eamped that very day, made the i^inary march, 
and, after staying in all seven days before Corfiniura, 
arrived in Apulia, through the territories of the Mar-* 
raclDiy Frentani, and Larinates. 

29. Pompey, having intriligenee of what passed at 
Crorfiniiim, retreated from Lueeria to Canusium, and 
thence to Brundusium. He ordered all the new levies 
to join hini, armed the shepherds and slaves, furnished 
them with horses, and formed a body of about three 
kimdred cavalry. Bleanwhile the pretor, L. Manlins, 
flying from-Alba, with dx ooharts, and the pretor, Ra« 
tilus Lupus, from Tarracina, with three, saw Caesar's 
cavalry at a distance, commanded by Bivius Curius ; 
on which the soldiers immediately abandoned the two 
prrtofs, and. joined the troops under the conduct of 
Omins. . Sevmd other parties, flying different ways, 
fell in, some with the foot, others with the horses Cn. 
Magius of Cremona, Pompey's chief engineer, being 
taken on his way to Brundusium, was brought to Cae- 
flfur, who sent hkn back to Pompey with this message : 
* that as he had not yet obtained an interview, his de- 
sign was to come to Brundusium, there to confer with 
him in relation to the common safety ; because they 
soon would be able to despatch, in a personal treaty, 
what, if managed by the intervention of others, could 
not be hindered firom nmning into a tedious negoti»« 
tion/ 

. 24. Having dismissed him with these instructions, 
he arrived before Brundusium with six legions, three 
of which WBfe eompoiad of veteran soldiers, and the 
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ml of new leriM dnmi togeAer on U* nwrdi; ftt 

to Domitius' troops, he bad sent them directly from 
Corfinium to Sicily. He found the consuls were gone 
to Dyrrhachium with great part of the army, and that 
Pmipey remained in Bmndiistiini with twenty cohorts^ 
Nor was it oerlainly known whefliar he eenliifiied thevw 
with desigrn to keep possession of Brnndusinm, that he 
might he master of the whole Adriatic sea, the extreme 
parts of Italy, and the country of Greece, in order to 
make war en both sides the gulf, or for want of ship- 
ping to transport his men« Fearing tlimf(we that it 
was his intention to keep fooling in Italy, he reaolved 
to deprive him of the advantages he might receive 
from the port of Brundusium. The works he contrived 
ibr this purpose were as follows. He carried on a 
mole on either side the aionth of the baTen, where tte 
entnmce was narrowest^ and tiie water shailow* But 
as this work could not he carried quite across the port, 
by reason of the great depth of the sea, he prepared 
double floats of timber^ thirty feet square, whi^ were 
each secured by four anchors from the four eomeiis^ t^ 
enable them to resist the fury of the waves. These 
extending all the way between the two moles, were 
covered over with earth and fascines, that the soldiers 
might pass and repass with ease, and have firm footings 
to defend them. The front and sides were armed with 
a parapet of hurdles, and every fourth float had m 
tower of two stories, the better to guard the work from 
iQre, and the shocks of the vessels. 

25. Against these preparations Pompey made use of 
several large ships, which he fooml in the port of 
Brundusium ; and having fltted them with towers i&f 
three stories, which he filled with a great number of 
engines and darts, let them loose on Caesar's floats^ 
to break through the staccado^ and interrupt the works. 
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Tims dafly dunoMbes bappened witb darti, ftirows^ 

and slings, at a distance. Amidst these hostilities^ 
Csesar^s thoughts were still hent on peace ; and though 
be could not but wonder tbal Magius, wbom he bad 
senl wilb lurapoaak to Pompey, was sot yet retmrned 
witb 811 answer, and erem saw bia designs and iindefv 
lakings retarded by his frequent offers of this kind, he 
nevertheless still persevered in these peaceable resolu- 
tions. Accordingly be despatched Caniuius Robilus, 
one of bis UentenantSt a relation and intimate fmnd of 
SerUionius Iiibo, to confer wl^b him on tbis sabjeet 
He charged him to exhort that nobleman to think seri^ 
ously of peace, and if possible procure an interview 
between him and Pompey* Conid this be effected, he 
showed theie was the greatest gi onnd to beUeve that 
peace wonld soon be concluded on reasonable terms ; 
the honor and reputation of which would, in a manner, 
wholly redound to Libo, if by his mediation both par- 
ties should be prevailed with to lay down their arms. 
IiibOy after coofemng witb Caninins, waited on Fom^ 
pey : soon after be returned witb this answer : that 
the consuls were absent, without whom Pompey had 
no power to treat of an accommodation. Thus Csesar, 
having often tried in vain to bring about a peace, 
thMgbt it now time to drop that design, and bend aU 
bis thoogbts to war. 

26. Csesar having spent nine da3rs about bis works, 
had now half finished the staccado, when the ships 
employed in the first embarkation, being sent back by 
die oonsnls from Dyrrbaebium, returned to Brundu*- 
slum. Pompey, either alarmed at Csasar^s works, or 
because from the first he had determined to. relinqoisb 
Italy, no sooner saw the transports arrive, than he 
prepared to carry over the rest of his forces. And the 
belter to secure himself against Caasar^ and preyent 
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his troops from breaking into the iovm during tlie 

embarkation, he walled up the gates, barricaded the 
streets, or cut ditches across them, filled with pointed 
stakes, and covered with hurdles and earth. The two 
streets which led to the port, aad which he left open 
ftr the passage of his men, were fortified with a double 
palisado of very strong well-sharpened stakes. These 
preparations being made, he ordered the soldiers to 
embark with great silence, having placed on the walls 
and towers some select archers and slingers, who were 
to wait tHl all the troops had got aboard, and thea re- 
tire, on a signal given, to some small ships that awaited 
them at a convenient distance. 

27. The people of Brundusiiim, provoked by the af- 
. fronts they had received from Pompey, and the insults 
of his soldiers, wished well to Ciesar^s cause; and hav* 
ing notice of Pompey's intended departure, while the 
soldiers were busied with the care of embarking, found 
paeans to signify it from the tops of their houses. Cas- 
sar, on this intelligence, ordered scaling ladders to be 
prepared, and the soldiers to repair to their armsr tiiat 
he might not lose any opportunity of acting. Pompey 
weighed anchor a little before night, ^nd gave the sig- 
nal for recalling the soldiers that were on the walls, 
who repaired with all expedi^n to the ships prepared 
for them. Meantime the scaling ladders were applied 
to the walls, and Caesar's troops entered the town. 
But being informed by the Brundusians of the snares 
and ditches provided for them by the enemy, they were 
c4>liged to take a great circuit, which gave Pompey 
time enough to put to sea. IVo transports only, im- 
peded by Ctesar's mole, were taken with the troops on 
board. 

28. Though Caesar was fully sensible, that to finish 
the war at a blow^ he must pass the sea immediately^ 



Digitized by Google 



CIVIL WAR. — BOOK I. 



37 



tod endeavor to come up wttb Pompey before he conMf 
draw his transmarine forces together, yet he dreaded 
the delay and length of time that such a project might 
xftquire ; because Pompeyy having carried with him aU 
tbe ships on that coast, rendered the present executkm 
Off tbe design impracticable. He must thereftire wait 
tbe arrival of sliips from Picenum, Sicily, and the 
remoter coasts of Gaul, which was a tedious business^ 
and, at that season of the year, subject to great nncer* 
taioty. It appeared likewise of dangerous conse* 
quence, to suffer a veteran army, and tbe two Spains, 
one of which was wholly devoted to Pompey, to 
strengthen themselves in his rival's interest ; to let 
tbem grow powerful by levies of horse and foot, and 
leave Gaol and Italjr open to tbeir attadcs in his ab- 
aence. He determined therefore to lay aside, for tbe 
present, the design of pursuing Pompey, and turn all 
his thoughts towards Spain. He ordered the magis- 
trates of the municipal towns to assemble all the ves- 
sda tbey could, and send tbem to Brundnnum* . He 
sent Valerius, one of bis lieutenants, into Sardinia, 
with one legion, and the propretor Curio into Sicily 
with three ; ordering him, as soon as he had mastered 
Sicily, to pass over with his army into Africa. 

39. M* Cotta commanded in Sardinia ; M. Cato in 
jBicily ; and Africa bad fallen by lot to Tubero. Tbe 
inhabitants of Cagliari, hearing of Valerius' commis- 
sion, of their own accord, before he had left Italy, 
drove Cotta out of their city ; who, terrified by the 
unanimous opposition he met with from the province^ 
fled into Africa* In Sicily, Cato applied himself with 
great diligence^ to the refitting of old ships, and build* 
ing of new. He sent his lieutenant to raise forces in 
Lucania, and the country of the Brutians, and ordered 
tbei states of Sicily to furnish him with a certain nuia^ 
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ber of hone and foot. When these preparations were 
almost completed, being informed of Curio's arrival, 
he called his chief officers together, and complained 
* that he was betrayed and abandoned by Ponpey, 
who^ withont any previona preparation^ had involved 
the commonwealth in an unnecessary war; and on 
being questioned by himself and others in the senate, 
had assured them that he was abundantly able to sus* 
tain it/ Having thus declared his mind, he quitted 
the province, which by this means snbmitted without 
trouble to Curio, as Sardinia had before done to Vale* 
rius. Tubero arriving in Africa, found Attius Varus 
in possession of that province ; who, after the loss of 
his cohorts at Auximum, as we have shown above, had 
fled into those parts, and, with the eensent of the Ba« 
lives, taken on him the command. Hmre he had found 
means to levy two legions, by his knowlege of the peo* 
pie and country, where he had been governor some 
years before, after the expiration of his pretorship. 
Tubero cmning before Utiea with his fleet, was foibid 
the harbor and town ; nor oould he even obtain leave 
for his son to land, though he had a fit of sickness on 
him, but was obliged to weigh anchor and be gone. 

30. These affairs despatched, Ceesar, that his troops 
night enjoy some repose, cantoned them in the nearest 
towns, and set out himself for Rome. There be a»» 
sembled the senate, and after complaining of the inju« 
ries of his enemies, told them ' that he had never af- 
focted extraordinary honors, but waited patiently the 
lime prescribed by the laws, to solicit for a second 
consulship, to which every Roman citiaen had a riglit 
to aspire: that the people, with the concurrence of 
their tribunes, (in spite of the attempts of his enemies, 
and the vigorous opposition of Cato, who endeavored, 
according to custom, to spin out the time in speaking,) 
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bad permitted him to stand candidate though absent, 
and that even in the consulship of Pompey ; who, if 
he disapproved of the decree, why did he let it pass ? 
Bat, if he allowed it» why now oppose tbe exeeattOB ? 
He eet before thens bis moderation, in roluntarily pro* 
posing that both parties should lay down their arms, 
by which he must have been himself divested of his 
government and command. He displayed the malioe 
ef bis eneoiiiesy who sought to impose terms on faim, le 
wbtcb they would not submit themselvea ; and ehese 
rather to involve the state in a civil war, than part 
with their armies and provinces. He enlarged on the 
injury they had done bim, in taking away two of his 
legions, and tbeir cruelty and insolence, in Tiolating 
tbe autbority of tbe tribunes. He spoke of bis many 
offers of peace, his frequent desire of an interview, and 
the continual refusals be had received. For all these 
reasons, he requested and conjured them to undertake 
tbe administration o£ the republic, jointly with bim» 
But if tbey deoliued it tbreugh fear, be bad no iolen- 
tion to force so great a burden on them, and would 
take the whole charge alone. That, in the mean time, 
it would be proper to send a deputation to Pompey, to 
treat of an accommodation : nor was be fngbtened at tb^ 
4iinculty Pompey bad started eraie ttme before in tfa# 
senate ; that to send deputies was to acknowlege the 
superiority of him to whom they were sent, and a sign 
of timidity in the sender. That this was a little loir 
way of thinking ; and that, in tbe same manner as be 
bad endeavored at a superiority in action, be wouM 
also strive to be superior in justice and equity.' 

31. The senate liked the proposal of a deputation to 
Pompey, but the great difiiculty was, to find deputies ; 
erery one, out of fear, refunng to cbarge bimself with 
ibat eommifsion ; for Pompey, at Jtm departum froiii 
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Rome, had declared in the senate > ' that he would 
teem those who stayed behind as no less guilty tha.ii 
those in Caesar s camp/ Thus three days were spen^ 
in detmtes and excuaes. The tribune L* M etellua fattd 
likewise been snbomed by Gaeaat^a enemiea to traverac^ 
this design, and hinder whatever he should propose r 
which Caesar coming to understand, and that he onl3ir 
wasted his time to no purpose, he set out from Rome^ 
witbout effecting what be bad intended , and arriyed irm 
Fartber Ganl. 

32. Here he was informed that Pompey had sent 
into Spain Vibullius Rufus, the same who a few days 
before had been made prisoner at Corfinium, and set 
at liberty by Caesar : tbat Domitina was gone to take 
poasesaion of Marseilles, witb aeven galleys, wbicb he 
had fitted ont at Igilium and Cosannm, and manned- 
with his slaves, freedmen, and laborers : that the de- 
puties of the above-mentioned state, young men of the 
first quality, (whom Pompey, at his departure from 
Bome» bad esdiorted not to suffer tbe memory of his 
past sendees to tbeir country to be blotted out by those 
lately received from Caesar,) had been sent before, to 
prepare the way for his reception. In consequence of 
tbeir remonstrances, tbe inhabitants of Marseilles sbat 
<beir gates against Caasar, and summoned to tbeir aus- 
sistance tbe Albtci, a barbarous people, who bad long 
been under their protection, and inhabited the adjoin- 
ing mountains. They brought provisions from the 
neighboring country and castles, appointed work-sbope 
for tbe making of arms, refitted their nary, and re* 
paired tbeir walls and gates. 

33, CsMar, sending for fifteen of the principal men 
of the city, exhorted them not to be the first to begin 
tbe war, but to be swayed rather by the authority of 
all Italy, than the will of one parttcular person. He 
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forgot not such other considerations as seemed most 
likely to bring them to reason. The deputies return- 
ing into the town, brmight back this answer from the 
senate: *that they saw the Romans divided into two 
parties, and it did not belong to them to decide such a 
quarrel : that at the head of these parties were Pom- 
pey and Caesar, both patrons of their city ; the one 
having added to it the country of the Yoloas Arecomiri 
and Helvians ; the other, after the reduction of Gaul, 
considerably augmented its territories and revenues : 
that as they were therefore equally indebted to both, it 
became them not to aid the one against the other, but 
•to remain neuter, and grant neither an admittance into 
their dty or port/ 

' 34. Whilst these things were in agitation, Domitius 
arrived at Marseilles with his fleet, and, being re- 
ceived into the town, was appointed governor* and 
lAarged with the whole administration of the war. By 
his order they sent out their fleet to cruise round the 
coasts ; seized and brought in all the merchant vessels 
they could find, and made use of the nails, rigging, 
and timber, of such as were unfit for service, to repair 
the rest. They deposited in* public granaries all the 
com that was to be found in the city, and secured 
whatever else they thought might be serviceable to 
them in case of a siege. Caesar, provoked at these 
preparations, brought three legions before the* town; 
began to erect towers and galleries, and gave orders 
ibr building twelve galleys at Aries, which being 
finished, launched, and brought to Marseilles, within 
thirty days from the cutting of the wood they were 
composed of, he put .them under the command of £>• 
Brutus, and having directed the manner of tbe.siege, 
left tiie care of it to C. Trebonins, his lieutenant.? 
35. During these orders and preparations, he sent 
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C. Fabius before him into Spain, with three legions 
that had wintered about NarbooDe^ charging him to 
secure with all dUigenee the pasaage of the Pjrreneaii 
moiitttaiiiay wbieh was at that time guarded by a party 
of Afranius' army. His other legions, whose quarters 
were more remote, had orders to follow as fast as they 
could* Fabius, according to hia instructions, haviog 
made gfeat dispatob, forced the passea of the Pyremea^ 
and hy long marohea came up with Aflraniua' army. 

96^ Pompey had then three lieutenants in Spain, 
Afranius, Petreius, and Yarro. The first of these was 
at the head of three legions, and governed the Nearer 
Spais. The other two had each two legiona, and oom* 
manded, the one from the Caatilian forest to tiia 
Anas ; the other from the Anas, quite through Luafta* 
nia, and the territories of the Vettones. These three 
lieutenants, on the arrival of YibuUius Kufus, whom 
Pompey had sent into Spain, as we have seen abovei 
consulied together, and agreed that Petreiua should 
join Afrauins with his two legions, and that Varro 
should slay and secure Farther Spain. These resolu- 
tions being taken, Petreius levied horse and foot in 
Llisitania, and Afranius in Celtiberia, and the bar^^ 
barova natiiena bordering on the ocean. When the 
leviea were completed, Pefreras speedily joined Afra* 
nius, through the territories of the Vettones ; and both 
resolved to make Lerida the seat of the war, becauso 
the country lay convenient for their pnrpose, 

ST. We have already observed Oat Afirattins bad 
diree legions, and Petreius two. Besides these, there 
were about eighty cohorts, some light, some heavy 
armed, and five thousand horse, raised in both proi 
vinoea* Caesar had sent his legions before him inte 
Spain, with six thonsaod auxiUary foot, and IhfM 
dransaad hom» who. had served nuker him in all his 
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firtner wars, and he was furnished with the like nnm* 
ber from Gaul, all chosen troops : for hearing that 
Pompey was coining with iiia whole force through 
Mauritania iato Spain^ be Mnt cireular lettere to all 
the Chdlic ftittet^ inyitnig by mine those of the moat 
known and approved valor, and in particular a select 
body of mountaineers from Aquitain, wi^ere it borders 
on the Roman province* At the same time he bor«> 
rowed mosey ir«m the mtlitary tribmiea and centos 
riOM, which he cKetribttted among the soUiers^ .This 
policy was attended with two great advantages : it 
bound the officers to him by the obligation of interest^ 
and the soldiers by the tie of gratitude. 
- 98. Fid>iD89 by letters and messengers, endearored 
io sound the disposition of the neighboring states* 
He had laid two bridges over the Sicoris, four miles 
distant from each other, for the convenience of fo- 
W9itfiug9 having oonsnmed all the pftrtmre on this sida 
the river. Pompey's genttrals did the same^ with moch 
the like view, which occasioned frequent skirmishes 
between the horse. Two of Fabius' legions, which 
was the ordinary guard of the foragers, passing one 
day according to custom, and the caralry and car« 
riftges followittg, the bridge brdbe down on a sndd^, 
by the violence of the winds and floods, and separated 
them from the rest of the army. Afranius and Petreiiis 
porceiving it, by the fascines and hurdles that came 
down with the streanny detached immediately four le« 
gions, with all their eavalry, oyer the bridge that lay 
between the town and their camp, and marched to at* 
tack Fabius' legions. On this, L. Planciis, who com- 
manded the escort^ finding himself hard pressed, seiz-* 
ing a rising ground, and forming his men in two divi'* 
sieni^ posled thein haek tabaok, that he might not be 
surrounded by the enemy's horse. By this disposition! 

CiES* VOL. II. C 
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though inferior in number, he was enabled to anstaiii 
tiie furious charge of their legions and cavalry* During 
the course of the battle, the ensigns of two legions 

were perceived at a distance, which Fabius had sent by 
the farther bridge to sustain his party, suspecting 
what might happen, and that Pompey's generals would 
seise the opportunity ofibred them by fortune, to faU on 
our men. Their arrival put an end to the engagement^ 
and both parties returned to their respective camps. 

39. Two days after, Caesar arrived in the camp with 
nine hundred horse, which he had kept for a body« 
guard. He began by re-establishing in the night 
bridge which had been broken down, and was not yet 
quite repaired. Next day he took a view of the coun- 
try, and) leaving six cohorts to guard the bridge, the 
camp, and the baggage, marched with all his forces in 
three lines to Lerida, and stopped near Afranius' camp, 
where he remained some time under arms, and offered 
him battle on an even ground. Afranius drew out his 
troops, and formed them before his camp, half way 
down the hill. Ciesar, finding that he declined ai| 
engagement, resolved to encamp within four hundred 
paces of the foot of the mountain, and, to hinder his 
troops from being alarmed or interrupted in their 
works by sudden incursions from the enemy, ordered 
them not to throw up a rampart, which must hav« 
appeared and betrayed them at a distance, but to cot a 
ditch in front, fifteen feet broad. The first and second 
lines continued in order of battle, as had been resolved 
from the beginning, and the third carried on the wwk, 
behind them unperceived* Thus the whole was oom^ 
pleted before Afranius had the least suspicion of hia 
design to encamp there. 

40. In the evening, Caesar retreated with his legions 
behind the ditch^ and passed the whole night undav 
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ims. Next day be carried the intrenchmeiit quite 

roaod his camp, and because materials for a rampart 
must have been fetched from a great distance, he con- 
tented himself for the present with a naked ditch, as 
the day before, allotting a legion to each side of the 
camp, and keeping thereat of the troopa under arms, to 
cover those that worked. Afranins and Petreius, to 
alarm our men and disturb the works, advanced with 
their troops to the foot of the mountain, and threatened 
to give battle* But Csesari trusting to the three le- 
gions under arms, and the defence of his ditch, still 
persisted in his design. At last, after a short stay, and 
without daring to come forward into the plain, they re- 
treated again to their camp. The third day Ccesar 
added a rampart to his camp, and brought into it the 
six cohorts, with the baggage which he had left in his 
former camp. 

41. Between the city of Lerida and the hill where 
Petreius and Afranius were encamped was a plain of 
about three hundred paces, in the midst of which was 
arising ground, which Caesar wanted to take possession 
of ; because, by that means, he could cut olF the enemy's 
communication with the town and bridge, and render 
the magazines they had in the town useless. In this 
hope, he drew out three legions, and having formed 
them in order of battle, commanded the first ranks of 
one of them to run before, and gain the place. Afra- 
nius perceiving his design, despatched the cohorts that 
were on guard before the camp a nearer way to the 
same eminence. The contest was sharply maintained 
on both sides : but Afranius' party, who first got pos* 
session of the post, obliged our men to give ground, 
and being reinforced by fresh supplies, put them at 
last to roaty and forced them to fiy for shelter to the 
legions. 
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42. The manner of fighting of Afranius* soldiers was, 
to come fbrffard briskly against an enemy, and boldly 
take possession of some post, neither taking oare le 
Iteep their ranks, nor holding it necessary to fight in a 
close compact body. If they found themselves hard 
pushed, they thought it no dishonor to retire and quit 
their post, following in tbia the custom of the Lusi- 
taniaos, and other barbarons nations, as it almost aK 
ways happens that soldiers giro into the mnnners of 
the country where they have long been used to make 
war. This manner of fighting, however, as it was new 
-and nnexpectedy disordered our men, who seeing the 
enemy com€ forward, without regard to their rarits, 
were apprehensive of being surrounded, and yet did 
not think themselves at liberty to break their ranks, or 
abandon their ensigns, or quit their post, without some 
very urgent cause. The first ranks therefore being put 
Into disorder, the' legion ia that wing gave ground, and 
retired to a neighboring hill. 

43. Ca?sar, contrary to his expectation, finding th« 
consternation like to spread through the whole army, 
encouraged his Inen, and led the ninth legion to their 
assistance. He soon put a stop to the vigorous and in* 
suiting pursuit of the enemy, obliged them to turn their 
backs, and pushed them to the very walls of Lerida. 
But the soldiers of the ninth legion, elated with suc- 
cess, and eager to repair the loss we had sustained, 
IWIIowed the runaways with so much heat, thai they 
were drawn into a place of disadvantage, and found 
themselves directly under the hill where the town stood, 
whence when they endeavored to retire, thcf enemy 
again facing about, charged vigorously from the* higher 
ground. The hill was rough, and steep on each side, 
extending only so far in breadth as was sufilicient for 
drawing up three cohorts ; but they could neither .be 
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reinforced in flank, nor sustained by the cavalry. The 
descent from the town was indeed something eaaier^ 
for about foiir bttftdfed pneef, vbicb fumidied onr 
men with tbe meaos of extricatiDg themselves from the 
danger into which their rashness had brought tliem. 
Here they bravely maintained the £ght, though with 
great disadvantage to themselveSf as well on account of 
tke namnvaess of tbe idaoe, as becaose beiag posted 
at tbe foat of die bill, none of tbe eoemi^s darts fell in 
vain. Still, however, they supported themselves by 
their courage and patience, and were not disheartened 
by tbe maay wounds tbey received. The enemy's 
liMrees ioccaaaed avary momaatf £resb eoborts being 
sent firom the damp llffangb tbe towa^ wba succeeded 
in the place of those that were fatigued. Caesar was 
likewise obliged to detach small parties to maintain the 
bi^e, and bring offnuck as were wounded. 

4*. Tbe figbt bad oMr lasted five bears aritbant in** 
termission, wben onr men, oppressed by tbe maltitnde 
of tbe enemy, and having spent all their darts, attacked 
the mountain sword in hand, and overthrowing such as 
opposed theqif obliged tbe rest to betake themselves to 
fli^t. Tb0 patiait vas coatinaed M tbe very araUs of 
Lerida, and some oat af fear took sbdter in Aa town, 
which gave our men an opportunity of making good 
tbeir retreat. At the same time the cavalry, tfaougb 
posted disadvasrtsgeonsljr in a bottom, found means by 
tbair Talnr to gain the ananrnt of the mountain, and 
riding between both armies, hindered the enemy from 
harassing our rear. Thus the engagement was attended 
■rith various turns of fortune. Caesar lost about 8e«> 
maity men in the first encounter, among whom was Q. 
Vidgimasy fimt oeatnrion of tha Hastati of the four* 
teentb legion, who had raised himself by bis valor to 
Ibat raaki tbrnugk all the iufeiior orders. Upira^ds 
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of six hundred were wounded. On Afranius' side wa§ 
slain T. Ccecilius, first centurion of a legion ; also four 
centurions of Inferior degree^ and above two hundred 
private men. 

45. Yet such were the circumstances of this day^s 
action, that both sides laid claim to the victory ; the 
AfranianSy because though allowed to be inferior in 
number, they had long sustained our attack, kept po8-> 
session of the eminence which occasioned the dispute^ 
and obliged our men at first to give ground: C©sar's 
troops, because they had maintained a fight of five 
hours, with a handful of men, and in a very disadvan- 
tageous post ; because they had attacked the mountaiu 
sword in hand ; because they had driven fheir adver- 
saries from the higher ground, and compelled them to 
take shelter in the town. Meantime Afranius fortified 
the hillock which had been the subject of dispute, with 
a great number of works^ and posted there a large 
body of troops. 

' 46. Two days after, a very unfortunate accident 
happened : for so great a storm arose, that the water 
was never known to be higher in those parts ; and the 
snow came down in such quantities from all the moan* 
tains round about, that the river overflowed its banks, 
and in one day broke down both the bridges Fabins 
had built over it. Caesar's army was reduced to great 
extremities on this occasion : for his camp, as we 
have before observed, -was between the Sicoris and 
Cinga, two rivers that were neither of them fordable^ 
and necessarily shut him up within the space of uo 
more than thirty miles. By this means, neither could 
the states that had declared for him supply him with 
provisions, nor the troops that had been sent beyond 
the rivers to forage, return, nor the large convoye he 
expected from Gaul and Italy get to bis camp* Add 
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to all this, that it being near the time of harvest, corn 
was extremely scarce : and the more, as, before Caesar's 
arrival) Afranius had carried great quantities of it to 
Lerida ; and the rest had been consumed by Csesar'a 
troops* The cattle, which was the next resource in 
the present scarcity, had been removed to places of 
security, on the breaking out of the war. The parties 
itent out to forage and bring in corn were perpetually 
harassed by the Spanish infantry, who being well ac* 
quainted with the country, pursued them every where* 
The rivers themselves did not impede them, because 
they were accustomed to pass them on blown-up skins^ 
irhicb they always brought with them into the field* 
AfirmiuSf on the contrary, abounded in all things* He 
bad large magazines of com already laid op, was con-» 
tinually receiving fresh supplies from the province, and 
had plenty of forage. The bridge of Lerida furnished 
all these conveniences without danger, and opened a 
free commnnication with the country beyond the liveri 
from which Caesar was wholly excluded. 

47. The waters continued several days. Caesar en- 
deavored to re-establish his bridges, but could not get 
the better of the obstacles occasioned by the swelling 
of the river, and the enemy's forces stationed on the 
opposite bank< They found it the easier to prevent hi^ 
design, as the river was deep and rapid, aud they could 
discbarge their darts all along the bank, on that par- 
ticular spot where our men were at work : whereas it 
waa extremely difficult on our side to struggle with 
the force of the stream, and at the same time guard 
ourselves against the assaults of the enemy. 

48. Meanwhile Afranius was informed that a large 
convoy, which was on its way to join Caesar, had been 
obliged to halt at the river side* It consisted of archers 
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from Rovergney Gaulish horse, with many carts aai 
much baggage, according to the custom of the Gauls, 
and about six thousand men of all sorts, with their do« 
smstiea and alaf^ts but without diseiplhie or com- 
ttaoder, every one following hie own ehoioe, and all 
marching in perfect security, as if they had noting 
more to apprehend than in former times. There were 
likewise many young gentlemen of quality, senators' 
eoae, and Roman knights, with the deputies of the states 
of Oaul, and some of CsBsar^s ISeutettants ; who were all 
stopped short by the river. Afranius set out ift the 
night, with three legions, and all his cavalry ; and send- 
ing the horse before, attacked them, when they least 
expected it. The Gaulish s^uadvoas foriaiag with great 
expeditiOBy began the tight. While the contest was mt 
equal terms, the Gauls, though few in number, bore up 
against the vast multitude of the enemy ; but seeing 
the legions advance, and haring lost some of their 
tten^ fliey retreated to the aeighboriag mountains. 
This delay saved the convoy ; for during the skirmish 
the rest of the troops gained the higher ground. We 
lost that day about two hundred archers, afew troopers, 
and some servants and b^igage* 

49. All this served to enhance the price of prevl* 
sions, a calamity inseparable fVom present scarcity, and 
the prospect of future want. Corn was already at fifty 
denarii a bushel; the soldiers began to lose their 
strength, and the evil increased every moment. Najr, 
BO great was the change produced in a few days, and 
such the alteration of fortune, that while our men were 
in the utmost want of all kinds of necessaries, the 
enemy had plenty of every thing, and were accounted 
victorious. Caesar left nothing untried to remove lite 
present scardty : he dismissed all the iisdess mouttis; 



Digitized by Google 



CIVIL WAiU — BOOK I 



41 



arid applied to (he states that had declared for him, 
desiring them to send him cattle where they wanted 

60. Theie thiogs were greatly exaggerated by Aflna« 
liiue, PetreivSy and their friends, in the letters they 
ieiit on this occasion to Rome. Nor was fame hack* 
ward in adding to the accooot: insomuch, tliat the war 
Appeared to be almaet at am end. These eonrieors and 
letters having reached Rome, there was a great eoui^ 
eonrse of people at Afranius' house, many congratnla* 
tions passed, and multitudes of the nobility flocked out 
of Italy to Pomp^y ; some to carry the first accounts 
0f tbii grateful news; ethers, that they aii^ not been 
kte as to snhjeet tbem to the reproach of having waiteA 
finr the event of things. 

61. Affairs being in this extremity, and all the passes 
guarded by Afranius' parties, without a possibility of 
ivfiairiag the bndges, Cmiar ordered the soldiers to 
fcaild some light boats, in imitation of those be had 
formerly seen in Britain, whose keel and ribs were of 
frood, and the rest of wicker, covered with leather. 
When he had got a snfficieat number, he sent them by 
Bight in waggons, twenty-taro miles off hie camp* In 
these he embarked a good number of soldiers, and sent 
them over the river ; took possession unexpectedly of 
a hill adjoining to the bank on the other side ; threw 
up a fortification before the enemy thought of hinder** 
ing him ; posted alegion in this fortification ; and Aen 
Anew a bridge over the Sieoris in two days. By tUs 
means he recovered his foragers, secured the convoy, 
and opened a passage for future supplies. The same 
day he detached a great part of Us cavaliy over the 
fiver; who, fatting nnexpeetedly on the enemy's fo* 
ragere, dispersed up and down withont a snspmon of 
danger, made a considerable captnjre of men ^4 



Digitized by Google 



i 



42 CiKSAR's COMMENTARIES. 

horses; and observing some Spanish cohorts on the 
snaroh to their assistance, skilfally divided themselves 
into two bodies : one to secure the booty ; the other to 
receive and return the eneni3r'8 charge* One of their 
cohorts, which had rashly separated from the rest, and 
advanced too far before the main body, was surrounded 
and cut to pieces by our men, who returned over the 
same bridge to the camp, without loss, and enriched 
with a considerable booty. 

52. Whilst these things passed at Lerida, the people 
of Marseilles, by the advice of L. Domitius, equipped 
seventeen galleys, eleven of which were covered. To 
these they added a multitude of smaller vessels, that 
they might strike a terror into our fleet by their very 
number; and manned them with archers, and the 
tnountaiueers we have already mentioned, whom, they 
encouraged to perform their part by great rewards 
and promises. Domitius desired some of these shipsi 
and filled them with the shepherds and laboreifs he 
had brought thither with him. Thus furnished and 
equipped, they sailed with great confidence, in quest 
of our fleet, which was commanded by Decimus Bru- 
tus, and rode at anchor at an island over against Mar« 
seilles. Brutus was much inferior to the enemy itt 
number of ships ; but Caesar had manned them with 
his betft soldiers, chosen out of all the legions, and 
beaded by centurions of distinguished bravery, who 
had petitioned him for this service. These had pro^ 
vided themselves with hooks and grappling-irons, and 
a great number of darts, javelins, and offensive wea-^ 
pons of all sorts* Thus prepared, on notice of the 
enemy's arrival, they stood out to sea, and attaclLed 
their fleet. The conflict was sharp and vigorous; 
the mountaineers, a hardy race, habituated to arms^ 
and trained up in war, acarce yielded to the Romania 
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in bravery; and, having but just parted from Mar* 
seilleSy still retained a lively sense of the proinises so 
Ifitely made them. The shepherds too> animated by 
<he hopes of liberty, and fighting tinder the eye of their 
master, did wonders to merit his approbation. The 
townsmen themselves, confiding in the nimbleness of 
their ships, and the skill of their pilots, eluded the 
shock of onr yesselB, and baffled all their attempted 
As they had abundance of sea-room^ they extended 
their line of battle, in order to surround our fleet, or 
attack our ships singly with a number of theirs, or in 
jrunniug along^side, sweep away a range of oars. If 
they were compelled to come to a closer engagement, 
letting aside the skill and address of their pilots, they 
relied wholly on the bravery of their mountaineers. 
Our men were but indifferently provided with rowerd 
and pilots, who had been hastily taken out of some 
iliefebants' ships, and knew not so much as the names 
of the tackle. They were incommoded too by thd 
weight and lumpishness of their vessels, which being 
built in haste, of unseasoned timber, were not so ready 
at tacking about. But when an opportunity offered of 
ooming to close fight, they would boldly get between 
two of the enemy's ships, and grappling them with 
their hooks, charge them on each side, board them, 
and cut to pieces the mountaineers and shepherds that 
defended them. In this manner they sunk part of 
.their yessels, took some with all the men on boards 
and drove the rest into the haven. In this engage-^ 
ment the enemy had nine galleys sunk or taken. : 
53. The report of this battle reaching Lerida, and 
Cassar having finished his bridge over the Sicoris, 
aifoirs soon began to put on a new face* The enemy; 
dreading the courage of our horse, durst not disperse 
about the country .as formerly; but either foraged ia 
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tbe noigliborhood of the camp, that they migbt the 
mmm make good their retreat, or, by a long cirovit, 
endeavored to avoid our parties : and on receiving 

any check, or even descrying our cavalry at a distance, 
they would throw down their trusses, and fly. At 
last, they were reduced to omit foraging several days 
tc^^tlier, and resolved to pursue it only by night, eon* 
trary to the general custom of war. 

64. In the mean time the Oscenses and Calagurri- 
tani jointly sent deputies to Cassar, with an ofier of 
their submission and services. The Tarraconensea, 
^acitani, and Ansetani, and, not many days aft^, the 
lUurgavonenses, who inhabit along the banks of ihB 
Iberus, followed their example. He only required 
them to supply him with corn, to which they readily 
ly^reed; and haying got together a great number of 
carriage horses, brought it to his camp. A cohort cf 
the niurgavouenses, hearing of the resc^ution taken ^ 
their state, deserted from the enemy, and came over 
to Caesar's camp. The change was sudden and great ; 
for^ the bridge being finished, provisions secured, tho 
TUior of Pompey's march Arough Manritaiiia extia« 
guishedy and five considerable states having declared 
in his favor, a great number of distant provinces re- 
nounced their engagements with Afranius, and entered 
into new ones with Csesar. 

55« These things having struck a terror into the 
enemy, that he might not be always obliged to send 
his cavalry so far about to forage, the bridge lying 
about seven miles from his camp, he bethought him^ 
ielf of draining the river, by turning some of its water 
into cMials thirty feet deep, so as to make it fordrtfe* 
The work being almost completed, Petreius and Afra*- 
nius grew extremely apprehensive of being intirely cut . 
ttS,£twak their {irorisions and forafpe, because CsMur 
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was very strong in cavalry. They therefore thoiig^ht 
proper to quit a post that was no longer tenable, and to 
carry the war into Celtiberia. What contributed stiH 
farther to conflrm them in this resolution was, th<it ef 
the two contrary parties, concerned in the ]ate war, those 
who had declared for Sertorius still trembled at the 
name of the conqueror, and dreaded )iis power» though 
absent; and those who had attached themselves to 
Pompey continned to lore him for the many services 
he had done them : but C»sar^8 name was hardly 
known among these barbarians. Here they expected 
considerable reinforcements of horse and foot; and 
doubted not^ by taking the advantage of places, to fee 
able to protract the war till winter. In order to eat^ 
cute this plan, they collected all the boats to be found 
on the Iberus, and ordered them to be brought to Oc- 
togesa, a city on that river, about twenty miles from 
their camp. Here they commanded a bridge- of boats 
to be built; and, having sent two legions ever tiie 
Sicoris^ fortifed their camp with a rampart of twelve 
feet. 

56. Cassar, having notice of this by his scouts, la- 
bored day and night at his drains with the utmost ditit. 
gence ; and had already so fkr diminished tiie water of 
the Sicoris, that the cavalry could, with some difficulty, 
pass over: but it took the infantry as high as the 
shoulders, who had therefore both the depth of the 
river and the rapidity of the stream to struggle wMk 
Meanwhile it was known that the bridge over fte Ibe^ 
rus was almost finished, and Caesar's ford in great for*- 
wardness. This was a fresh motive to the enemy to 
qnicken their march : wherefore, leaving two auxiliarf 
cohorts for a garrison at Lerida, they crossed ikt 
Sicoris with all their forces, and joined the two legions 
they had sent over before. Ccesar had now no othei: 
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remedy left but to harass and fatigue tbem with hia 

cavalry : for if he went with his whole army over his 
bridge, he lengthened his march prodigiously, and 
gave Afranius time enough to get to the Iberus* ▲e* 
4)ordiDgly the horse haviag forded the river, came vp 
with Petreitts and Afranius' rear, who had decamped 
about midnight, and making a motion to surround 
them, began to stop and retard their march. 

57. At day-break we discovered from the hills near 
the camp that the enemy's rear was greatly harassed 
by our cavalry. Sometimes they obliged them to halt, 
and disordered their ranks : at other times, the enemy 
facing about, charged with all their cohorts at once, 
and forced our men to give ground ; who, wheeling 
again as soon as they began to march, failed not to 
renew the attack. At this sight, the legionary soldiers, 
running up and down the camp, complained tliat the 
^oemy would escape out of their hands, and the war 
n^ssarily be prolonged. They addressed themsdves 
to the centurions and military tribunes, and desired 
them to beg of Ceesar not to spare them ; that they 
feared neither danger nor fatigue, and were ready to 
pass the river as the horse had done. Csesar, moved 
by their alacrity and intreaties, though he saw some 
danger in exposing his army to the rapidity of a deep 
river, judged it yet proper to attempt and make trial 
of the passage. Having therefore withdrawn from 
every company such as were weak of body, or of less 
courage than the rest, he left tbem in the camp, with 
a legion, and all the baggage. The rest of the army 
happily passed the river, by the assistance of a double 
line of cavalry, placed above and below them. Some 
of the infantry were carried away by the violence of 
the current ; but they were picked up and saved by 
(he borae below them ; so that so one man was lost. 
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Havings passed the river without loss, he drew up bis 

army in order of battle, and began to pursue the enemy 
in three lines ; and such was the ardor of the soldiers, 
that notwithstanding the army was obliged to make a 
eircait of six miles, notwithstanding the time neces- 
sarily lost in crossing the river, they got up at the 
ninth hour of the day to the enemy, who had set out 
at midnight. 

- 68. When Afranius and Petreius perceived them at 
Bome distance, being with reason intimidated, they 
suspended their march, halted on an eminence, and 

formed in order of battle. Ca3sar would not hazard 
an action with his troops, thus fatigued, and halted 
likewise in the plain. On this, the enemy resumed 
their march, and he the pursuit ; which obliged them 
to encamp earlier than they designed. Hard by was 
a range of mountains, and about five miles farther the 
ways were difficult and narrow. The enemy retired 
among these mountains, to avoid the pursuit of the 
cavalry ; and having placed parties in all the passes, 
to stop Caesar's army, hoped, by this means, to con- 
tinue their march to the Iberus, without fear or danger. 
This was their great affair, and what before all things 
they should have endeavored to effect; but, being 
fiitigned by a long march, and their continual skir- 
mishes with Caesar's cavalry, they deferred it till next 
day. Caesar likewise encamped on a hill that lay near 
him. 

59. About midnight, the cavalry having surprised 
some of the enemy, who had adventured- a little too 
far from their camp in quest of water, Caesar was in« 
formed by them that Pompey's lieutenants were de- 
camping without noise. Immediately he ordered the 
alarm to be sounded, and. gave his army the signal to 
siareh« The enemy, finding they should be pursued. 
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Itept Btill ; hring oftirid of n noctnnisl fiigbt, wlier^ 
they would have had greatly the disadvantage, on ac» 
Munt of their heavy baggage which they had vrith 
tli6iii» and the floperioTity of Caesar's cavalry. Next 
day, Petreins west privately oat vrttb a party of horse * 
to take a view of the country. Caeear likewise de* 
tached a squadron for the sarae purpose, under the 
command of Decidius Saxa* Both made the like re«r 
port ia their several campaf that far five miles toge- 
ther^ the couBtry vnm level and open, but after that 
rough and mouistainous ; and that whoever slioold first 
get possession of the defies might easily prevent the 
other army from approaching tliem. 

60. On this, a conneil of war was held by Petrciiis 
and AfraainSy to ddiberate about tbe tifise of beginniiig 
their march. The greater number were for setting out 
by night, in hopes of reaching the defiles before CsBsar 
Qould have notice of their departure* Others argued 
against tbe possibility of decamping privately, by the 
alarm given in Cassar'a camp the night before, * that 
the enemy's cavalry were continually patrolling in the 
night, and had beset all the ways and passes : that a 
nocturnal engagement was to be avoided,^ because, in a 
oivil war, the soidievB were more apt to listen to their 
fears thaa the (^ligations of the military oafli: that 
shame, and the presence of the centurions and tribunes, 
the great instruments of obedience and military duty, 
could have their proper effect only in the light, which 
venderod it of infinite hnportanoe to wak tbe appmach 
of day ; that in case of a disaster, yet the bulk of the 
army would escape, and be able to possess themselves 
of the post in question/ This opinion prevailed in the 
eonncil, and tliey resolted to set out ^ next wofniag 
hy break of dayj 

61. C^sar having Jaken a view, of the country, de^ 
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^|inped as soon as it was light, taking a coifsideraUe 

circuit, and observing no particular route ; for the di« 
rect way to the Ibenis and Octogesa lay in the rear of 
the enemy's camp. He was therefore obliged to march 
throogh yaUeys» and OTor pieeipioes and steep reeks, 
which the soldiers could not olimbt but by disincainber* 
iog tbemselves of their arms, and returning them after-* 
wards to one another. But not a man murmured at 
these difficulties, iu hopes of seeing a speedy end of all 
their labors, if they could but gain the Iberus before 
the enemy, and intercept their provisions* As in thi^ 
march we pursued at first an opposite course, and 
seemed to turn our backs on the enemy, Afranius' sol- 
diers, who observed us from their camp, came forth 
with joyful looks, and insulted us on our supposed 
flight, imagining the want of provisions obliged us to 
return to Lerida. Their genends applauded themselves 
on their resolution of not decamping, and were con- 
firmed in the notion of our retreat, as tiiey saw we had 
neither horses nor carriages ; whence they concluded 
the scarcity must be exceeding great. But when they 
saw us, after some time, turn to the right, and that our 
advanced guard had already gained the ground beyond 
their camp, there was not a man so tardy or indolent, 
as not to perceive the necessity of decamping and op«* 
posing our march. Immediately they ran to arms, and 
leaving a few cohorts to guard the camp, sallied in a 
body, pursuing their way directly to the Iberus. 

All depended on dispatch, and getting the first 
possession of the defiles and mountains. Our troops 
were retarded by the difficulties of the way, and Afra- 
nius' by the continual attacks of Caesar's cavalry : but 
such was the situation of the Afranians, that even sup- 
posing them to gain the hills firsts they could only se« 
oure their own retreat, without a possibilify of pre- 
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serving their baggage, and the cohorts left to guard 
the caoip ; because Csesar's army getting between, cut 
them off from all ooaaivmcatioii with their own men. 
Cmer arrived irst M the ptaee ift ^nestleo; and bovBig^ 
found a plain beyond the r^ke, formed Ml mett in 
order of battle against the enemy. Afranius, who now 
saw.our army in his front, at the same time that his rear 
tvaa eontannally hamseed by the" cavalry, baited on im 
eminence, from whence he detached fow Spairieh «o« 
horts, to take possession of the highest mountain there^ 
abouts ; ordering them to make all the dispatch they 
could to seize it, that he might get thither himself wiHi 
Ike reet of bis forces, and, changing his route, ftmnh 
them over the bills to Octogesa» The Spaniards iwbeel«« 
ing obliquely to take possession of the place, were per* 
ceived by Caesar's cavalry ; who charged them furi- 
ously, broke them at the first onset, surroauded, and 
cut them in pieces in sight of both armies. 

6d. CflBsar had now an opportunity of giving the- 
enemy an effectual blow ; whose array, in the present 
consternation it was under, would, he was sensible, 
make but a faint resistance ; more* e^edally as it wasr 
surrounded on all ttdes by the cavalry, and would ber 
obliged to fight on equal gri>inid* He w$tB pressed, oft 
all hands, to give the signal. The lieutenants, cen- 
turions, and military tribunes, got round him, urging^ 
bim not to delay the engagement, ^ That the soldien» 
were all eager for a hattie ; whereas^ on the oontraryy 
the Af%*anians had given many marks of fear : that they 
had neither dared to support their own detachment, 
nor offered to descend from tike hill, nor been able to 
withstand the very first charge of onr cavabry: that 
they bad brought ttwiv ensigns all mto^one place, wher^ 
they crowded confusedly round them, without observ*^ 
ing ranks or order : that if he was afraid to attack' 
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them on the emiil^dey fee Wotfld soon hare an oj)por» 
luiiitjr of more equal ground, as Afri»iiitfs trMld be ob*- 
liged tn reittere foi> want of wsffer/ 

64. CiesaT was in hopes of terminating the affair 
without bloodshed, or a battle; because lie had inter*- 
cepted the eneoiy's provisions. Why, therefor^, ereil 
BtsppotiBg the eirwt to ptoafmtwmt should he wste^ 
oessarily lose atiy" (tf Iris ? Why shoaM he expose 
to wounds, soldiers who had so well deserved of him ? 
Why, in fine, should he tempt fortune ? especially as 
St redounded no less to the boaor of a good general*, to 
gain the Tidory by his oondncti than by the force of 
his arm. He was also toneh^ with coifipassion for 
Afranius' soldiers; who, after all, were fellow-citizens, 
and whom he must have slaughtered, when he could 
oftMiHy saceeed without touching their lires. Ybis 
nisolilthiQ'Was not at a1! relished by the army ; whb, in 
their discontent, openly declared, that since Caesar did 
not lay hold of so favorable an opportunity, nor let 
them fight when they had a mind, they would not fight 
when be had a wind* Bat nothing eonld shake him* 
Kay, he even retreated a little, to give Airanias and 
Petreius liberty to regain their camp, which they did. 
He then posted troops on the mountains, to guard the 
deiles, and came and encamped as near the enemy as 
{Maible* 

6&. The day after, Pompey's lie«tenaats, disturbed 

at finding their provisions cut off, and all the ways to 
the Iberus intercepted, consulted what was proper to 
be deae.* They had it still in their power to return to 
IioriAi, or march to Tarraco. But while they were 
debating this matter, notice was brought them, that 
our cavalry had fallen on their parties sent out in quest 
of water. On this intelligence, they formed several 
fosCi of horse and foot; intermixed mth Jegionary go» 
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borts, and began to throw up a rampart from the camtl 
to the place where they watered , that the soldiers might 
pass and repass under cover, without fear, and without 
a guard. Afraniua and Petreios diYided tliis work be- 
tween them^ and went to give directions abont it in 
person. 

66. In their absence, their soldiers found frequent 
opportunities of conversing with our men, and sought 
out every one hie f<^ow-citisen and aequaiotaooe* 
They began by thanking them for having spared then 
the clay before, owning they were indebted to them for 
their lives. Afterwards they asked them if they might 
trust to Caesar's honor ; testifying much grief at being 
obliged to fight with their countrymen and relational 
with whom they were united by the. strictest ties. At 
last they stipulated even for their generals, whom they 
would not seem to betray ; and promised, if the lives 
of Petreius and Afranius were granted them, to change 
sides. At the same time they sent some of their prinr 
cipal officers to negotiate with Cmar ; and, these pre- 
liminaries to an accommodation being settled, the sol« 
diers of both armies went into one another's tents, so 
that the two camps were now in a manner one. A great 
namber of eentarioiu and miUtary tribunes c«ne to pay 
their court to Cmar, and beg his protection. The 
Spanish chiefs, who had been summoned to attend 
Afranius, and were detained in the camp, as hostages, 
followed their example. Every man sought out bis 
acquaintance and friends, who might recommend and 
procure him a favorable reception from Caesar. Things 
were carried to such a length, that Afranius' son, a 
young gentleman, treated with Caesar, by the media* 
tion of Sulpicius, to desire he would give his word fbr 
bis life, and that of his father* The joy was general ; 
they mutually congratulated each other; the one^ in 
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that they had escaped so imminent a danger ; and the 
other, in that they had brought to a happy conclusion 
so importaut an enterprise, without strildng a hlovn 
Cmata^ in the jadgment of all, was on the point of 
amply reaping the fmits of bis wonted idemency, and 
every body applauded his late conduct. 
' 67. Afranius having notice of what passed, quitted 
tfae work he was engaged in, and returned to the camp ; 
prepared, as it would eeem, to bear with an equal mind 
whatever should happen. But Petreins was not want* 
ing to himself. He armed his slaves ; and joining them 
to a pretorian cohort of target- bearers, and some Span^ 
iah horse, bis dependants, whom he always kept about 
tarn to guard bis person, be instantly flew to the ram* 
part, broke off the conferences of the soldiers, drove 
our men from the camp, and put all of them he could 
£nd to the sword. The rest flocked together; where^ 
alarmed at the danger . to which they saw themselves 
•itposed, they wrapped their cloitks round their left 
arms, drew their swords, and trusting to the nearness 
of their camp, defended themselves against the Spanish 
target-bearers and cavalry, till they had retreated to 
enr advanced guards who screened them from any 
Aiftber assault. 

68. After this, he went through the whole camp, 
begging his troops, with tears, to have pity on him, 
and Pompey their general ; and that they would not 
Oliver them both up to the cruel vengeance of their 
enemies. Every one on this flocks to the head-quarters. 
There Petreius proposes to the army to bind themselves 
by a new oath, not to abandon nor betray their com<* 
nanders, nor to act separately, but all in concert, for 
tte common good* • He himself took this oath flrst^ 
and then exacted it of Afranius, afterwards of the mili- 
tary tribunes and centurions, and .lastly of all the com- 
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piniif9, .man hf wafi* At thid same tkB# aa 'oy4#r iMi 
issued^ that ill mho bad any of Cmar'a soldiers in 

• their tents should signify it» that they might be put to 
ue^& in the sight of the wjiole army* But the majiH 
fUy ^M^^tiBt tbis bloody order, cwpofully bid thoaa 
who were under llu^ir proteetiont and procured them 
means to escape ia the night. However, the terror 
they had been thrown into by their generals, the se-» 
y^rity shown in punishing, and the uaw oath they had 
been obliged to take, defeated for the present all hopaa 
of a sqrreader, cbanged tbe aoldien^ utiada, anA re^ 
duced the war to its former state. 

69. Caspar ordered diligent search to be made after 
auch of the eaeqay's soldiers as bad come to his eamp 
during tbe tiaeie of coufereuee, and camflaUy sent tbeoi 
back. 8ome military tribunes and centurions volun* 
^arily chose to stay with him, whom he afterwards 
treated with great distinction; promoting the centu^i 
rions to higher ranks, and bonoring tbe Roman knights 
with tbe offlee of nilitary tribunes* 

70. The Afranian troops were destitute of forage^ 
and could not water without much difficulty. The le-? 
gionary spldiers bad indeed aon^e provisions, because 
they had been ordered to bring two-andotweniy days! 
f orn with them flpoui Lerida ; but die Spanish Infamlry 
and auxiliaries had none ; for they neither had oppor-^ 
tunities of supplying themselves, nor were their bodies 
inured to carry heavy burdens. Accordingly they 
every day deserted in shoals te G»8ar« In this ex^re^ 
niity, of tbe two expedients proposed, that of returning 
to Lerida appeared the safest, as they had still some 
provisions in that city, and might there concert what 
farther measures to pursue. Tarraco was at a greatev 
dialaiieef and they would of course be exposed to more 
amdents by . the way. This resolution bein^ talm; 
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and retard tbem in their inarch ; and followed himself 
with the rest of the army. The cavalry gave the enemy 
m> respite* heu^g wntinually engaged with their rear. 

71. The mamier of figbtii^; was thus : — Some light* 
anMd ^eohorts fonned the re^gaiupd, which, in a 
*plain, halted from time to time, and made head against 
our cavalry. When they fell in with an eminence, 
iha very nature of the ground, iunushied them with tha 
«iaaB8 of deleodi^g^ themselves, because those who 
.were first coald cover thosQ behind. But when a val*^ - 
ley or descent came in the way, the van could give no 
assistance to the rear, and our cavalry annoyed them 
with their darts from the higher ground, which put 
fheiii ia iouain^t dagger* In this case the l^ons 
vera obliged to halt» and endeavor to drive back the 
jcavalry a good way, after which they ran down the 
valley precipitately, until they came to the opposite 
eminence : for th^eir cavalry, of which they had a con«« 
sideraUe nnaAer, was so terri&ed by their iU success 
ia fcraer skirmisbes^ that, far from being of any ser* 
vice, they were forced to place it in the centre to se* 
cure it ; luid if any of them chanced to straggle from 
Ute maia bedy^ tbey wwe immediately taken by Ca* 
S9f^B bofse. 

72. During these continaal skirmishes, ia which the 

Memy were often obliged to halt, in order to disen- 
gage their rear» it is easy to perceive that their march 

apt be very expeditioas. This was in fact th^ 
«aae i so that after advancing fotir milc^ finding them'* 
selves greatly incommoded by the cavalry^ they halt0d 
on an eminence, and drew a line before them, as it 
ware to encamp, but did not unload their beasts of bur- 
4eflw When they saw that Ca^ar had marked out 

pitciba4 biat^Bti^ aod hia cavalry to for<ve; 
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suddenly, towards noon, they resumed their march 
briskly, hoping to be rid of the cavalry which bad sa 
much incommoded them* But Ctesar set out imme- 
diately with his legions, leaving a few cohorts to guard 
the baggage, and sent orders to his cavalry to retarn 
with all diligence. The cavalry returned accordingly, 
andy having overtaken the enemy before the close of 
day, attacked their rear so vigorously, that they w^ere 
almost routed, a great number of soldiers, and even 
some centurions, being slain. Caesar's whole army 
came up, and threatened them with an immediate at» 
tack. 

73. As they could then neither choose a proper 
place for a camp, nor continue their march, they 
were forced to halt where they were, far from any wa- 
ter, and on very disadvantageous ground* Caesar did 
not offer to attack them» for the reasons mentioned be- 
fore : he would not even permit any tents to be pitched 
that day, that he might be the readier to pursue with 
all his forces, should they attempt to escape either by 
night or by day. The Afranians, perceiving the dis* 
advantage of their situation, employed the whole nigbl 
in throwing up intrenchibents, and disposed their camp 
directly fronting ours. The same they did the follow- 
ing day, from sunrise till the evening. But the far- 
ther they extended their camp, and produced their 
lines, in order to better their position, tiie farther they 
went from water, and, to avoid one inconvenience, fell 
into another. The first night nobody went out of the 
camp for water, and the next day the whole army was 
obliged to do it in order of battle, so that they could 
not forage that day. CsBsar wanted to humUe theni 
by these misfortunes, and reduce them by want and 
necessity rather than force. He began however to 
draw lines round their camp, the better to ch^ck their 
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sudden sallies and eruptions, to which he foresaw they 
would be obliged to have recourse at last. Want, and 
die desire of marching with less difficulty, soon con- 
itrained them to kill all the beasts of burden. 
• 74. Two days were spent in forming and executing 
these resolutions; on the third, Caesar had consider* 
ably advanced his works* Afranius and Petreius, sen- 
wible of the consequences, drew all their forces out of 
fte camp, and formed them in order of battle. Csesar 
presently called in his workmen, assembled his ca- 
valry, and put his army in a condition to receive them ; 
for he was aware of the hurt his reputation might sus- 
tain, if^ contrary to the opinion of the troops, and the 
earnest expectations of all, he should still seem to de- 
cline an engagement. However, for the reasons al- 
ready mentioned, he resolved to keep only on the 
defensive; and the rather, because the distance be* 
tween the two camps was so small, that should he even 
put his adversaries to rout, he could not flatter him* 
self with the hopes of a complete victory. In fact, 
from camp to camp was not above two thousand feet; 
ike armies were posted on each side of this space; 
wUch was left roid for the mutual charge and assault 
of the soldiers. On supposition therefore of a battle, 
the nearness of their camp furnished an easy retreat to 
the vanquished. For this reason he resolved to wait 
the enemy's charge, and not enter the first into action* 
75. Afranius' troops were ranged in two lines, con- 
sisting of five legions, and the cohorts wont to be sta- 
tioned in the wings, formed a body of reserve. CsB- 
ear's army was on three lines ; in the first of which 
were posted four cohorts, detached out of each of the 
Are legions ; in the second, three ; and in the third, 
the like number ; all from their respective legions : the 
archers and slingers were disposed in the midst^ and 
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the cavalry on the two wings. The armies being drawn 
up in this manner, each general kept firm to bis reso* 
luUon ; Caeear, not to engage, unlesa forced to it; 
Afranius, to fureTent the progress of our worlui. la 
•Ais posture they continued till sunset, when both 
urmies returned to their several camps. The next day 
Cmar prepared to finish his lines; and Poropey'9 
lieutenants, as their last resource, endeavored to find 
ft fordable plAce in the Sicoris: but Caesar, penetratuq^ 
ibeir design, sent his light-armed Germans, with part 
of his cavalry, over the river, and posted many good 
l>odies of troops along the banks, at a small distaaes 
Ijrom fiaie anotber. 

« 76* At lest, having no hope left, and being ia want 

of every thing, wood, water, forage, corn, they de* 
manded an interview; and that it might be, if possible^ 
in some place out of the sight of the soldiers. Caesar 
denied the last part of tbeir request, but offered to 
grant Aem a paUie interview; whereon Afranine, 
baving given his son for a hostage, went to the place 
appointed by Caesar, where, in the presence of both 
^nnies, be addressed bim to this effect ; ' That it W19 
$ko jast matter of blame, either in him or his soUUei% 
to have preserved their fidelity to tbdr general, Pom? 
pey ; but that they had now sufficiently acquitted theni<^ 
selves of their duty, and suffered enough in his cause, 
)>y the want of all kind of necessaries : that, like wild 
beasts cang^t in a toil, tbey were deprived of the aiest 
common enjoyments, having their bodies oppressed by 
want, and their minds overwhelmed with ignominy : 
that they therefore acknowleged themselves vanquisbed# 
and besought and conjured him not to make a rigorous 
pse of bis victory, but to spare the lives of bis unhappy 
eonatr3rmen.' This speech was delivered witb all poa« 
^il^le mjArks of humility and submissigi). 
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' 77. Cassar replied, ' that he, of all mankind, had 
least reason to complain, or implore compassion : that 
•U the rest had fully done their duty ; himself, in fyr^ 
bearing to attack htm, with all the advantages of time 
and place, fliaf the way to an aceonmodation might be 
the more open ; his army, in returning untouched the 
men that were in their power, after injuries received^ 
and the mefSAcre of their comradea : ta fine, even hi$ 
own troops, in endeavoring to conelnde a peacoy wbereea 
they thought their safety depended. Thus all orders 
•Lad shown an incliDatiou to treat, while Afranius and 
Petreius alone opposed an accommodation, refusing 
both interview and trnoe, and barbavonsly muidering 
Ibose whom tbe faith of a eonferenee bad enticed te 
their camp : that it had therefore happened to them as 
iJMquently happens to men of obstinacy and arrogance, 
and they were forced to have reoonrse to those condi- 
tione, and earnest y solicit the very same terms, which 
not long before they bad despised. JIewev«r^ he wonl4 
not take advantage of their present submission, or the 
favorable circumstances in which he found himself, to 
deniand any thing tendii^ to the increase of his own 
{lower, but only that they would disband those troopt 
wbiefa they had now for so mmy years kept on foot 
against him. For with what other view had six Ie» 
gions been sent into Spain ; a seventh levied there; so 
Qianv powerful navies equipped ; so many able and 
^oq^neneed officers sent over? Tbeas migbty pre* 
parations eonld not be meant against Spain, or to sup* 
ply the wants of the province ; which, having enjoyed 
a long run of peace, had no occasion for such extraor* 
dinary forces* Their real aim was to pave the way te 
. bis de^traetion 4 to offset which, a new species of power 
bad been introduced into tbe eommonwealth, and tbe 
iwe man appointed tg cpnunaQd in Italy, at the gates 



Digitized by Google 



GiBSAft'S COMMENTARIES. 



of Rome, and hold for bo many years, thoagli absent 

the government of the two most potent provinces of the 
republic. For this reason the magistrates were stripped ' 
of their prerogatives, and not suffered to take posses- 
flton of their provinces, at tiie expiration of the pretor^ 
•hip or contvlship, as had always helen the custom ; 
but particular governors were sent, by the choice and 
management of a faction. For this reason even the 
excuse of old age was disallowed ; and those who had 
merited a discharge hy their past services, were com- i 
pelled to take arms again, to complete the number o^ 
their troops. In fine, for this reason, he alone had 
been denied that justice, which was never refused to ^ 
any general before him ; that after having successfully 
served the commonwealth, he should be allowed to 
return home, and disband his own army, with some 
marks of honor, or at least without ignominy. All 
which, nevertheless, he had hitherto borne, and still ' 
resolved to bear with patience ; nor was it now his 
design to take from them their soldiers, and enU#f 
them, as it would be easy for him to do, but to prevenf 
their employing them against him. Therefore, as he 
had already intimated, they must resolve to quit Spain, 
and disband their forces, in which case he would in-* 
jure no man. This was his final rescdution, and iM 
only condition of peace they were to expect.' 
- 78. These conditions were agreeable to Afranius* 
soldiers, who, instead of being punished, as they feared, 
were in some sort rewarded by the discharge procured 
^em. They plainly showed their satisfaction : for» 
while the place and time of their dismission were de^^ 
bating, they signified by their gestures and cries from 
the rampart, where they stood, that they desired to be 
disbanded immediately ; because no sufficient security 
^ould be given for the performance of what was put off 
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till another time. After some duKmsetoii of that arti- 
cle by Caesar and Afranius, it was regulated, that 
those who had houses or possessions in Spain should 
be discharged on the spot ; and the rest near the Yar, 
a river between Ganl and Italy. Caeear^ on his side, 
declared that he would hurt nobody^ nor foree any 
one to take on in his service. 

79. Cassar undertook to find them in corn until they 
got to the Yar. He eYea promised to restore to them 
all they had lost in the war that could be known again ; 
himself .indemnifying his own soldiers, who hereby 
lost part of their booty. By this conduct he acquired 
their confidence to -such a degree, that he was arbiter 
of all the disputes they had, either among themselves^ 
or with their commanders* The soldiers being ready 
to mutiny about their pay, because Petreius and Afra- 
nius affirmed it was not yet due, the matter was re- 
ferred to Cassar, who determined it to the satisfaction 
of both parties. About a third of the army was dis-* 
banded during the two days they continued here, after 
which the rest set out for the Yar in this order. Two 
of Caesar's legions marched at the head, the others in 
the rear, and the vanquished troops in the middle. 
Fofius Calenusy one of Cmar^s lieutenants, presided 
over the march. In this manner they continued their 
route to the Yar, where the remainder of the troopa 
were diabandedr 
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BOOK H. 

1. While these things passed in Spain, Trebonius, 
Gmaf 's lieuteoaat, who bad been left to carry on the 
Biege of Marseilles, raised terrafces for two differeaf 
a(ttaeks» mA apprbaeh^d with hi» towers aad galleries. 
One of the atteeks was <m tliie side of fte port ; the 
other, towards the month of the Rhone, which empties 
itself into the sea bordering on Spain and Gaul : for 
Maiseiiles is washed by the sea on three sides; and cair 
be approached by land only on the fourth ; of which 
that part where the citadel stands, being very strong 
by nature, because of a deep valley that runs before it, 
requires a long and difficult siege. For the completing 
of these wori^s, Trebemas drew together, from all parte 
ef the provinee, a great number of workmen and beasts 
of carriage ; ordered wood and osiers to be brought ; 
and having prepared all things necessary, raised a ter- 
race eighty feet high. 

. 2. But so well was. the town provided with -all res^ 
qmsites of war, and so great was the ranltitwle of tim* 

chines to annoy tlie besiegers, that no mantles were 
sufficient to withstand their violence : for they had 
wooden bars, twelve feet in length, armed at the point 
with iron,' which were shot with such force lipom their 
balistsd, that they pierced four rows of hurdles, and 
entered a considerable way into the ground. To resist 
the violence of these batteries, the besiegers made use 
of galleries, whose roofs consisted of pieces of wood of 
about a foot in thickness, strongly compacted together. 
Under this cover the materials necessary for raising 
the terrace were conveyed : and a tortoise, sixty feet 
Jong, composed of strong beams^ and armed with every 
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thing necessary to defend it against fire and stones, 
went before to level the ground. Bat in spite of all 
endeavors, the greataess of the works, the height ai 
the wall and ioweftst, and the nraltitiide of macMnetf 
made me of by the besieged, greatly retarded the Bp^ 
proacbes. Besides, the mountaineers made frequent 
sallies, and set fire to the towers and mount: which, 
though onr men easily Bitsfained, driying them baek 
with great less into the town, yet failed not very nawk 
to incommode the works. 

• 3. In the mean time L. Nasidius, sent by Pompey 
lo the assistance of Domitius and the MarseiUians, vnth 
a fleet of eateen ships, sofiie*ef which were vtrength*^ 
ened '^th beaks of brass, passed the straits of Sfeily* 
unknown to Curio, landed at Messana, and raised so 
great a terror in the place, that, being abandoned by* 
the senate and principal inhabitants, he found means 
to cany off ' one of their galleyii; and joining it to hi» 
own fleet, steered' directly for MarselHes; having de- 
spatched a frigate before, to apprise Domitius and the 
inbabitants of his coming, and press them to hazard a 
fecond engagement with Brutus* when they sfaonld be 
reinfbrced by bis fleet. 

4. The Marscillians, after their defeat, had drawn as 
many old ships out of the docks as they had lost in the 
engagement, and repaired and rigged them with won- 
drons expedition. They Were likewise well provided 
wftfa rowers and pilots; and bad prepared a ntraiberof 
fishing-barks, which they filled with archers and ett*^ 
gines, and strengthened with roofs to shelter the rowers 
from the enemy's darts. The fleet being equipped. in 
tfiis manner, the Marseillians, animated by the prayers 
md tears of their old men, matrons, and virgins, to 
exert tliemselves in defence of their country in so 
pressing a conjuncture^ embarked with no less confi-^ 
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dence and assurance than they had done before their 
late defeat: for such is the weakness of the human 
mindy that things dark, hidden^ and unknown, always 
produce in ns a greater degree of confidence or terror ; 
as happened in the present case ; for the arrival ci 
Nasidius had filled all men with an uncommon share 
of hope and eagerness. The wind springing up fair, 
they set sail, and rendezvoused at Tauroenta, a castle 
belonging to the town, where Nasidios lay with his 
fleet. Here they put their ships in order, armed tbora- 
selves with courage for a second encounter, and enter- 
ing readily into all the measures proposed by Nasidius, 
left to him the command of the left wing, and stationed 
themselves on the right. 

.5. Brutns sailed to meet them, with his fleet cdnsi- 
derably increased ; for besides the ships which Caesar 
had caused to be built at Aries, he had also joined to 
it six more, taken from the Marseillians^ which he had 
refitted and rigged since the late action. Wherefore 
exhorting his men to despise an enemy, who had not 
been able to resist them when intire and unvanquished, 
he advanced against them full of resolution and confi- 
dence. It was easy to discern from Trebonius* camp, 
md the eminences aronnd it, what passed in the town. 
All the youth that were left, the old men, the women, 
children, and even the guards on tlie walls, extending 
their hands to heaven, or repairing to the temples, and 
prostrating themselves at the altars, besought the gods 
to grant them victory. Nor was there a man among 
them who did not believe that their safety depended 
wholly on the issue of that day's action ; for the choice 
of their youth, and the most considerable men of their 
dtyf were all on hoard the fleet : insomuch, that in case 
of any disaster, they had no resource left : but should 
they obtain the victory^ they were in hopes of preserving 
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Ibeir ciigr, eitber by their own forqe8» or Hhe reinforce- 
meats they expected from without. 

6. Accordingly, in the engagement, they behaved 
with tlie most determined courage. The remembrance 
of what their wives and children had represented tp 
theiQ at their departure served to,e?UiU their bravery ; 
ia a full persuasion that this was the last opportunity 
they should have of exerting themselves in defence of 
their country ; and that if they fell in the engagement, 
their fellow- citizens cQuUL not long survive them> as i 
their &te must be the same ou the taking of the town. 
Our ship^ being at some distance from each other, both 
gave the enemy's pilots an opportunity of showing their 
address in working their vessels, and flying to the as- 
sistance of their friends, when they were laid hold on 
by our grappling-hooks. And indeed, when it came 
to a close fight, they amended the mountaineers with 
wonderful resolution, and, in bravery, seemed to yield 
but little to our men. At the same time, a great quan- 
tity of darts poured incessantly from their smaller 
frigatei^ wounded a great many of our rowers, and 
such of the soldiery as wer^ without shelter. Two of 
their galleys fell on that of Brutus, which was easily 
distinguished by its flag : but though they attacked 
him on both sides, he extricated himself with such 
agility and address, as in a short time to get a little 
before, which made theui. run foul of each other so 
violently, that they were both considerably shattered ; 
one in particular had its beak broken, and was in a 
manner totally crushed; whiph being observed by 
tliose of our fieet that lay nearest, they suddenly fell 
on, and sunk them^ before thj^y could recover out of 
their disorder. 

7. In this encounter, the ships under Nasidius were 
of no manner of service to the Marseillians, but 
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quickly retired out of the fight : for as they were nei- 
ther animated by the sight of their couutry, nor the 
intreaties of their relations, they were not very for* * 
ward to expose their lives to hazard, but escaped with*- 
out hurt from the combat. The Marseilliaus had five 
ships sunk, and four taken. One escaped to the coast 
of Hither Spain, with those of Nasidius. Of tUe rest 
that remained, one wito immediately despatched to 
Marseilles, to carry thither the news of the defeat* 
As soon as it drew near the town, all the inhabitants 
flocked out to know what had passed ; and, beiiig in- 
formed of it, appeared no less dejected than if the city 
had been taken by storm* However, they still con^ 
tinued their preparations for the defence of the phu^ 
with as much diligence as ever. 

8. The legionaries, who had the charge of the works 
on the right, perceived, that a tower of brick, built at 
a little distance from the walls, would be of great ser- 
vice to shelter them from the frequent sallies of the 
enemy. At first they made it very low and small, to 
guard against sudden incursions. Hither they retired in 
case of danger : here they defended themselves against 
the most obstinate attacks of the enemy ; nay, even 
assaulted them in their turn, repulsed, and pursued 
them. This tower was of a square form, thirty feet 
every way, allowing for the thickness of the walls, 
which might be about five feet. Afterwards, (being in- 
structed by experience, which is the best of teachers,) 
they plainly perceived, that the higher it was carried, 
the more serviceable it would prove. The manner of 
effecting it was thus : when the work was raised to the 
height of one story, they laid a floor over it, the ex* 
tremities of whose beams were concealed in the thick- 
ness of the wall, that they might not, by appearing on 
*the outside, be liable to be set on *fire. Thence they 
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cODtiaaed tbe wall directly utiwavda, a9 fiur 'as their 
galleries aod mantles would allow* Here they laid 

two beams cross- wise, whose extremities almost 
reached the angles of the wall, for supporting the 
^01, which was to serve as a roof to the whole. Over 
.these beams they laid the joists pf the roof, and 
boarded them with jplanks. The roof was so contrived 
as to project a little beyond the wall, in order to sus- 
pend from it what might be necessary to shelter the 
workmen^ .while employed in completing the story. 
This floor was paved with tiles and day, to render it 
proof against fire, and had besides a covering of strong 
mattresses, to break the force of stones and darts. At 
the same time they suspended from the beams of the 
roof, that projected beyond the wall, curtains .made of 
strong cables, wove to the depth of four. feet, and 
which went round the three sides of the tower that 
were exposed to the engines of the enemy ; having ex- 
perienced on former occasions that this kind of cover 
was impenetrable to any dart or engine whatever. 
When this part of the tower was finished, roofed, and 
sheltered from the enemy's blows, they removed their 
mantles to another, and by means of engines elevated 
the roof intire from the first story, as far as the cur- 
tains would allow. There, secure from all insult, they 
labored at the wall, elevating the roof a second time, 
and thereby enabling themselres both to continue the 
.work, and lay the interjacent floors. In this manner 
.they proceeded from story to story, mounting them 
one on another, till, without danger or wounds, they 
bad completed the number of six, leaving loop-holes 
in convenient places for the engines to play through. 

9. When, by means of this tower, they thought they 
'had sufficiently provided for the security of the works 
around it, they r^olved to build .a gallery sixty feet 
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long, of wood two feet fai fluekness^ to extmd fnam 4be 
bffiek tower to tlie tower of the enemy, and the Tecir 
walls of the town. The form of the gallery was this : 
first, two beams of equal length were laid on the 
ground, at the distanee of four feet from one another ; 
and in ^ese were fixed little pillave five leet lugb, 
joined at ^e top by beams designed to support the 
roof of the gallery. Over these were laid rafters, two 
feet square, fastened strongly with nails and plates of 
iron* The upper part of the roof waa composed of 
square laths* four inches thiok, wiiich were pieced at 
avmall distance one irom anotlier, to bear Ae tiles 
that were to be laid on them. Thus was the whole 
finished with a sloping roof, which, being partly com- 
posed of tiles and mortar, was proof against fire, and 
had besides a coveving of hides, to hinder the mortar 
from being washed eway by spontb of water. Over 
all we threw strong mattresses, to screen the hides 
from fire and stones. This work was finished close by 
the brick tower, under cover of four mantles, and im^ 
mediately cairied forward on rollers, in the manner 
Aips are. loanobed, till it nnexpeotCNdly readied the 
very tower of the enemy. 

10. The Marseillians, astonished at so threatening 
and unlooked-for a machine, pushed forward with 
IcTers tiie laigest stones they could find, and tumbled 
them from the top of tte wall on the gallery. Bnt the 
strength of the wood resisted the violence of the blows, 
so that they fell to the ground without doing any hurt. 
Observing this, they changed their design, and poured 
down-on us bnming barrels of pitch and tallow. But 
these likewise veiUed along the roof without damage, 
and, falling on the ground, were, afterwards thrust 
away with forks and long poles. Meanwhile our sol- 
diers, under protection of the gallery^ were endeavor* 



kju,^ jcl by Google 



« CIVIL WAE^^BOCtK lU 



hig with their levers to undermine the enemy's tower. 
The gallery iteelf was defended by the tower of hriok, 
wfaenee obt eBgtDes ^pliiy>ed withomt iolenaMmm ; in- 
apnmcii, that the enemy, driraa firom the&r tower and 
walls, were at last obliged to abandon their defence. 
By degrees the tower being undermined, part of it fell 
down, aad the re«t was so afaakeo that k cei4d not 
stand kmg. 

11. On ibis the enemy, alarmed at so mexpecied a 

misfortune, discouraged by the downfall of the tower, 
awed by such a testimony of the wrath of the gods, 
and dreading the plunder and devastation of their oity^ 
eame forth in the habit of sn^pUants, and with out- 
etretcbed hands besought the compassion of the . army 
and generals. At this new and unexpected sight, all 
acts of hostility ceased, and the soldiers, laying aside 
their ardor for the fight, were eager |o hear and get ac- 
quainted with the proposals of the euemy» who, arriving 
in presenee^of the army and generals, threw themselves 
at their feet, requesting them to suspend all farther 
operations till Caesar's arrival. They told them, * that 
as the works were now eompleted, and the tower de-> 
8troyed» they were sensible the city could no longer 
held ont, and ther^<Mre meant not to defend it : that in 
the mean time no prejudice could arise to the besiegers 
from this respite ; because, if they refused to submit on 
Cassar^s coming, he would have it in his power to treat 
them aa he pleased/ They added, * that if the whole 
tower sbonld be brooght down, it would be impossible 
to hinder the soldiers from yielding to the desire of 
plunder, by breaking into and pillaging the town.' 
This, and much more of the same nature (for the Mar- 
seiUtans are a learned people) they urged in a very 
moving and pathetic strain. 

. 12* The generals, moved by these remonstrances, 



Digitized by Google 



70 Cesar's gohmentaribs. 

drew off the soldiers from the works, discbntinued the 
attack, and contented themselves with posting guards 
in conrenient places. Compassion occasioned a kind 
of trace till Cdesar's arrival; so that on neither aide 
were any acts of hostility committed, bat every thing 
was quiet and secure, as if the siege had been at an 
end : for Caesar had earnestly recommended it to Tre^ 
honiue hy letter, to prevent, if possible, the city'a beiiq^ 
taken by storm, lest the soldiers, irritated by their re- 
volt, and the resistance they had found, should put aU 
the youth to the sword, as they threatened to do. Nay, 
they were even then hardly restrained from breaking 

into the town, and loudly murmured against Trebouins 
for delaying a conquest which they looked on aa 
certain. 

13. But the Marseillians, a nation without faith, aimed* 
at nothing farther in all this, than to find a time and* 
opportunity to deceive us, and put in practice the* 
treacherous purpose they had formed. For after some 
days, our men suspecting no danger, but relying on 
the good faith of the enemy, while some were retired 
to their tents, others laid down to rest in the trenches, 
overpowered by the long fatigue they had undergone/ 
and all the arms laid up and removed out of eight; 
suddenly they sallied from the town, and the wind 
being high, and favorable to their design, set fire to 
the works. The flame in a moment spread itself on all 
sides ; insomuch, that the battery, the mantles, the tor- 
toise, the tower, the machines, and the gallery were 
intirely destroyed, before it was possible to discover 
whence the disaster arose. The suddenness of the ac- 
cident made our men immediately run to their arms,* 
where every one took what came first to hand. Some* 
sallied out on the enemy, but were checked by the 
arrows and darts poured on them from the town ; inso- 
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iNcb, fhal tlie Mars^illiaiiB, sheltered by tbeit* walls, 

burnt without any difficulty the tower of brick and the 
gallery. Thus the labor of many months was destroyed 
ia an instant, by the treachery of an enemy and the 
violeiice of the wind. Next day they nfade the same 
attempt, favored by the same wind, and with yet greater 
assurance, against the tower and terrace of the other 
attack. They approached them boldly, and threw 
plenty of fire on them ; but our men, grown wise by 
their late misfortune, had made all necessary prepara- 
laoDB for their defence ; so that, after losing many men', 
they were obliged- to retreat into the city- without 
effecting their purpose. 

14. Trebonius immediately resolved to repair his 
loss, in which he found himself warmly seconded by 
the zeal of the soldiers. They saw the works which 
had cost so much labor and toil destroyed by the per- 
fidy of a people who made no scruple of violating the 
most sacred engagements ; they saw that their credu- 
lity had been abused, and that they were become the 
jest of their enemies, which g^eved and provoked them 
at the same time. But it was still difficult to determine 
whence they might be supplied with wood, to repair all 
these works. There was none iu the neighborhood of 
Marseilles, the trees having been all cut down for a 
great way round* They resolved therefore to raise a 
terrace of a new kind, and such as history no where, 
mentions before that time. They raised two walls of 
brick, each six feet thick, and distant from one ano- 
ther nearly the breadth of the former mount. Over 
these they laid a floor, and to render it firm, besides 
Its being supported on either side, placed pillars under- 
neath between the walls, to bear it up where it was •« 
weakest, or had a greater stress of weight to support. 
There were moreover cross-beams, which rested on 
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nicbes in the wall ; and to render the several flooM 
proof against fire, hurdles were laid over them , which 
were afterwards covered with clay. The soldiers thus 
, sheltered wer liead by the roof^ on the vlf^t and left 
by waits, and before by a brea^-wOrk» brought tbe tie* 
cessary materials without danger, and, by the eagernesar 
with which they labored, soon completed the whole, 
leaviDg ottvertores iti eonvenieDt places, 4o sally out 
on oecasioi{. 

15. The em&xy se^^&g w<e bed repelMfd^ m so sborl m 

time, what they imagined mxiMi have cost «s the labor 
of many days; that there was now no hope left, either 
of deceiving us, or sallying out on us with success ; 
that iiU the approaches to ihe city, by 'land, laight^iii 
like mautieT be shwt up by a wttll and lowers, so as to 
yetider it impossible for them to appear on their works, 
our walls overtopping and <30mmanding theirs, that 
they could neither discharge their javelins, nor make 
auy use of thefnr engines, in Which iheir principal hope 
lay ; and that they were^ow reduced to the necessity 
of fighting us on equal terms, though consciouis of their 
great inferiority in point of valor; they were forced to 
have recourse again to the same conditions of truce 
they had so ill 'observed before* 

16. M* Varro, inFarlher Spain, having early notice 
of what passed in Italy, and beginning to distrust the 
success of Pompey's affairs, spoke in a very friendly 
manner of Caesar. He said, ^ that he was indeed under 
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his lieutenant-general, but at the same time was no less 

indebted to Caesar: that he was not ignorant of the 
duty of a lieutenant, employed by his general in an 
office of trust; but that he likewise knew his own 
strength, and the attachment of the whole province to 
Csesar/ Aftor this munncr be tfilked In nil eottpufcs^ 
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nor declared expressly for either side. Bat when he 
afterwards understood that Cassar was detained by the 
etege of Marseilles ; that the armies of Petreins and 
Ai^anias had jcined^ and daily grew stronger by the 
arrival of new succors ; that there was room to hope 
for every thing ; that the hither province had nnani- 
wuHMsliy declared in their favor; that Caesar himself 
HiM redoeed to great straits at Lerida, <tf all which 
Afranins wrote largely, magnifying his own advantages, 
he began to alter with fortune. He raised troops over 
the whole province ; added thirty auxiliary cohorts to 
Hie two legions iie had already under his connnatid ; 
iUrtned great laagairines of oom to supply Marseilles^ 
and the armies under Afranfus and P^eius ; ordered 
the Gaditani to furnish him with ten ships of war ; 
caused a considerable number to be built at Hispalis ; 
s^nt all the money and ornaments he foulid in the tern-* 
pie of Hercules to Gales ; left there a garrison of eix 
o0lM»i^8, undcf^r the comifiand 6f Cains GMIoahis, a Ro« 
man knight, the friend of Domitius, who had sent him 
thither to look after an inheritance of his ; conveyed 
all the arms, public and private, to Gallonius' house ; 
afioke every where disadvantageously of Cassar ; de- 
clared several times from hie tribunal that Gtosar had 
been worsted, and that many of his soldiers had gone 
over to Afranius, as he was well assured by undoubted 
teatimoniea : by all which, having struck a terror into 
the Roman cUiaens of that province, ha obliged them 
to promise him one liundred and ninety thousand eefr- 
terces, twenty thousand weight of silver, and one hun- 
dred and twenty thousand bnshels of wheat. The states 
well affeeted to Caesar he loaded with heavy contri- 
butions ; coaiseated the effects of such as had spoken 
against the commonwealth ; quartered soldiers on them ; 
harassed them with arbitrary judgments ; and, in fine. 
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obliged the whole province to take an oath of fidelity to 
himself and Pompey. Hearing of what had passed in 
Hither Spain, he prepared for war. His design was, 
to shut himself up with his two legions in Cales^ where 
all the provisions and shipping lay, because he verjr 
well understood that the whole province was in CaBsar^A 
interest ; for he judged it would be easy in that island, 
with the ships and provisions he had, to draw out the 
war into length. 

17. Caesar^ though called on by many and necessary 
afifiirs to return to Italy, resolved, however, not to 
leave Spain till he bad intirely quelled the war in that 
province ; for he knew that Hither Spain had many 
obligations to Pompey, and that most of the inl^abi* 
tants were strongly in his interesti Having therefore 
detached two legions into Farther Spain, under the 
command of Q. Cassius, tribune of the people, he him- 
self ^vanced, by great journeys, at the head of six 
hundred horse. He sent orders before to the magis- 
trates, and the principal men of every state, to meet 
him by a certain day at Cordova. All obeyed ; every 
state sent its deputies ; nor was there a single lioman 
citizen of any consideration who did not repair thither 
on this occasion. The very senate of Cordova, of their 
own proper motion, shut their gates against Yarroi 
stationed guards and sentinels along the walls, and de- 
tained two cohorts, called Calonicae, which chanced to 
march that way, that they might serve to protect the 
town. At the same time those of Carmona, the most 

^considerable state in the province, drove out of their 
city three cohorts, which Yarro had left to garrison 
the citadel, and shut their gates against them. 

18. This determined Varro to make all possible dis- 
patch, that he might reach Gales as soon as possible, 

lest his march should be intercepted ^ so great aa4 



kjiu^ jcl by Google 



CIVIL WAR. — BOOK Ii; 



76 



apparent was the affection of the province to Ciesar. 
When he was advanced a little way, he received letters 
from Gales, which informed him, * that as. soon as 
CsBsar's edict was known, the principal men of Cales, 
with thetribmes of the cohorts he had left in garrison, 
had conspired to drive Gallonius from the city, and 
preserve the town and island for Caesar ; that this pro- 
ject heing formed, they had warned Gallomns to retire 
of his own accord, while he yet might with safety ; 
threatening, if he did not, to come to some immediate 
resolution against him : that Gallonius, terrified by so 
general a revolt, had accordingly left Gales/ On this in- 
telligence, one of the two legions, known hy the name of 
Vernacnla, took np their ensigns in Yarrows presence, 
quitted the camp, and marched directly to Hispalis, 
where they sat down in the market-place and cloisters, 
without committing the least act of violence, which sa 
wrought on the Roman citizens residing in the town 
tbat every one was desirous of accommodating fheni in 
their houses. Varro, astonished at these proceedings, 
turned back with design to reach Italica, but was in- 
formed that the gates were shut. At last, finding him- 
self surrounded on all sides, and the wayef every where 
iMset, he wrote to Gassar that he was ready to resign 
the legion under his command to whomsoever he should 
order to receive it. Ca?sar sent Sextus Caesar to take 
the command ; and Yarro, having resigned the legion 
accordingly, citme to him at Cordova. After giving 
iam an account of the state of the provinpe, he faith- 
fully, resigned all the public money he had in his hands, 
and iSbbrmed him of the quantity of corn and shipping 
he had prepared. 

19. Caesar, assembling the states at Cordova, re- 
tonied thanks severally to all who had declared in bis 
iiivpr I to .the Bomn citisens, for having made thm^ 
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selves masters of the town in his name ; to the Span- 
jards, for driving out Pompey's garrison ; to the peo- 
ple of Calest for faaTng frwtrated the demgns of his 
eneiniesy and asserted tteir own Hbertjr ; t6 the milftary 
tribunes and centurions sent thither to guard the 
place, for having confirmed them in their resolutions 
by their example. He remitted the teibute imposed 
hy Varro on ^e *fioniaB cMmM t tvstofed thmr estates, 
to those who had been deimnMl of .t^eto fcrr speaking 
their thoughts freely ; distributed rewards to a great 
many, both in public and private, and gave all room to 
hope for like favors in the issue. After a stay of two 
Says at Gordevay he wont to Cales^ where he restorcM 
to the temple of Hercoles alt the treesnres and oma<* 
raents which had been carried off and lodged in private 
houses. He committed the government of the province 
to CassinSy assigned him four legions for that pur- 
fiose ; and, embaricing Anr Tarraco on board the fleet 
whidi ¥ arro had obliged the Gadilanf to ifamUh, ar* 
rmd there in a few days. There he found deputies 
from almost all the states of the province, and having, 
in like manner as at Cordova, both publicly and pri-* 
wtely rewarded some states, he left Tarraco, came by 
land to Naarbonne, and tbenoe to Marseilles. Tbm 
he was informed of the law touching the dfetatorship, 
and that M. Lepidns the pretor had named him to that 
office. 

80t The Marseillians, overwhelmed with a proiiiMon 
of ealamities, rednoed to the utmost distress by li- 
mine, worsted in two different engagements by sea, 
weakened by continual sallies, assaulted by a heavy 
pestilence, occasioned by the length of the siege and 
tiiflir constant change of diet; (for they were obliged to 
fhed on oU meal and mnsty barley, which had been 
long tmunited up in tbdrsiagassines against an aeel^ 



Digitized by Google 



CIVIL WAR.-rBOO& 11 



77 



dfitnt'Of this kind;) their tower being overtbrowD, a 
great part of their walls uudermined, and no prospect 
of relief from armies or the provinces, which were now 
aU itedn^d under Caasac^s power, fhey resolxed to 
florreoder in good earnest. Bat some days beftwe, 
Domitius, who was apprised of their intentions, having 
prepared three ships, (two of which he assigned to his 
followera, and embarked in person on board the third,) 
took. occattOD, during a storm, to majLO his escape. 
Some of Bmtus' galleys, which he had ordered to keep 
constantly cruising before the port, chancing to get sight 
of him, prepared to give chase. That in which Donii- 
tiuH waSr escaped under iavor of. the tempest ; but the 
two others, alarmed at seeing our galleys so near 
tliem, re-entered the port. CsBsar spared tfae- town, 
more in regard to its antiquity and reputation, than 
any real merit it could plead. He obliged the citizens 
however to deliver up theue arms, machines^ and ships 
of war, wbelber in the port or arsenal ; to snrrender 
aU the- money in their treasury ^ and to receive a gar- 
rison of two legions. Then, sending the rest of the 
^rmy into Italy, he himself set out for Rome. 

21. About the same time, C. Curio sailed from Si- 
cily inta Africa, with twa of the four legions which 
hftdi been put wder his oommand by Csesar, and &re 
hjundred horse,, having conceived the highest contempt 
of the trpops headed by P. Attius Varus. After two 
days' and thr;Qe nights' sailing, he landed at a place 
cajiled Aq^iMlaria. this place is.aboni twentyrtwo miles 
distant £nw Cliipea» and ha8:a v>ery conveiiienl haxbor 
for ships in the summer time, sheltered on each side 
by a promontory. L. Caesar, the son, waited for him 
at Clupea, with ten galleys, which P. Attius had taken 
in tfie war Against the pirates, and repaired at Utioa 
fojr tlm set vioo q£ tbo preseni war*L But, tenrified at 
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the umber of riiips Cmio brought wiA him, he stood 

in for the coast ; where, running his galley on shore, 
he left her, and went hy land to Adrumetum. C. Con- 
fiditts Longue comiiiaDded in that town, with one le- 
,gKon 9 and here also the reat of the fleet repaired after 
CflMar^a flight. M. Rnfus the queator pursuing tl\em 
with twelve galleys, which Curio had brought with 
him from Africa, to guard the transports ; when he saw 
.Caesar's own galley on the strand, he towed her off, 
and retnmed with the fleet to Curio. 

22. Curio ordered him to sail direetly for Utica, md 
followed himself with the land array. After a march 
of two days he arrived at the river Bagradas, where 
he left C. Caninius Rehilus with the legionsi and ad- 
Tanced before with the cavalry, to take a view of the 
Cornelian camp, which was judged to be a situation 
extremely advantageous. It is a high rock, jutting 
out into the sea, steep and rough on both sides, but 
with an easier descent where it fronts Utica. It lies 
little more than a mile from Utica in a direct line ; butt 
as there is a fountain about half way, which runs to* 
wards the sea, and, overflowing the plain, forms a mo- 
rass, to avoid this, in marching to Utica, it is necessary 
to take a compass of six miles. When he had taken a 
Tiew of this post, he went next and examined Varua' 
camp, which was under the walls of the town, towards 
the gate named the Gate of War. The situation of it 
was extremely advantageous ; for on the one side it 
was cOYcred by the city of Utica itself, and on the 
other Jby a kind of theatre, which stood without the 
walls, the works round which took up so much room, 
that they rendered the approach to the camp extremely 
diflrcult. At the same time he saw all the ways crowded 
with people, who, out of fear of being pillaged, were 
.carrying their most TaluaUe effects into the city. He 
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*detached the cavalry against thetn to disperse theniy 
and likewise have an opportunity of making some 
booty : on which VaroB ordered six hundred Numi- 
dian horse to advanee to their assistance, which he 
farther strengthened with fonr hundred foot, sent by 
Jnba, a few days before, to reinforce the garrison of 
Utica. This king inherited from his father an affec- 
tion for Pompey, and, besides, personally hated Curio; 
whOy during his tribuneship, had published a law to 
deprive him of his kingdom. The Numidian cavalry 
soon came to blows with ours ; but were not able to 
stand their first charge, retreating to their camp, with 
the loss of a hundred and twenty men. Meantime, on 
the arrival of Curio's fleet, he ordered proclamation to 
be made among the merchant ships, which were at 
Utiea, to the number of two hundred, that he would 
treat them as enemies, if they did «ot immediately re- 
pair to the Cornelian camp* On this proclamation 
they instantly weighed anchor, and, leaving Utioa, 
sailed whither they were ordered; by which means 
the army was plentifully supplied with every thing 
they stood in need of. 

23. These things despatched. Curio repaired to his 
camp at Bagrada, where, with the joint acclamations 
of the whole army, he was saluted by the name of 
Imperator. Next day he led his army towards Utica, 
and encamped not far from the town. But before he 
had finished his intrenchments, he was informed by 
-some parties of horse, who were on the scout, that a 
powerful body of horse and foot had been sent by the 
king to Utica : at the same time a great cloud of dust 
began to appear, and soon after the enemy's van was 
in view. Curio, astonished at a motion so unexpected, 
sent the cavalry before to sustain their first charge, 
aod keep them in play : he, meanwhile^ drawing off 
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the legions from tbe works, with all possible. expedjU- 
tion, formed them in order of battle. The horse enr 
gaged, according to orders ; apd with such success 
that before the letgipas could be duly drawn .i^f tli^ 
%?hole tmsdotWMtA sent by tbe king^ wbo nuunoiiiiA 
withoa4 Ofder or apprehennon of danger, falling intg 
confusion, at last betook themselves to flight. The 
cavalry, wheeling nimbly along the shore, escaped, 
with little loast into the town; but greftt niuttbejni of 
the iafoatf y w^e tnX to pi#oe8» ' 

24. Next night, two eentnriOBS of the aalioii of the 
Marsi, with twenty-two private soldiers, deserted from 
Curio, and went over to Attius Varus. These, either 
believing tlie thing theoiselves, oi; desirous to carry 
grateful tidiiiigB to Vams, (for wo easily believe wh«ft 
we wish, and. readily hope that others will fall into ov 
way of thinking,) assured him that the whole army 
was extremely averse to Curio, and would infallibly 
revolt, if he would but advance, and oome to a confei:* 
eiMse with them* Aeoordingly Varus deew out hie le^ 
gions next day« Curio did the same t and the two 
armies stood facing one another in order of battle, 
with a small valley between them. 

25. Sextus Quiutilius VaruSf who^ as we have re- 
lated above, had been made prisoner at Corfiniuiiia ynm 
now in the enemy's army ; tar Caosar having granted 
him his liberty, be had retired into Africa* Curio had 
brought over with him from Sicily the very same le- 
gions who had revolted some time before to Ca^r 
the siege of Corfiiniiim ; sq. that, excepting a few ceor 
ttirions who had been cbangedt the officers and compa- 
nies were the same as bad formerly served with UbiB 
very Quintilius. He made use of this handle to de- 
bauch the army of Curio ; ' and began with putting the 

lK>ldi^j]|L.mi[iA Qf their firmer oatl^. to Itomitius, and 

* • • • 
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Id hSmaeltt that general^s questdr ; he exhorted fheat 

not to carry arms against the old companions of their 
fortune, who had shared with them in all the hazards 
of that siege ; nor f ght in defence of that party, who 
treated them ignominiotisljr, and as deserters/ To 
these considerations he added offers of a liberal recom«« 
pense, if they would follow his fortune and that of At- 
tius. But his speech made no impression on Curio's 
troops, so that both armies retired to their respective 
camps* 

126» Bat an ttncomnion panic soon spread itself over 

Curio*s camp, which the various discourses of the sol- 
diers served only to increase ; for every one had his 
opinion, and added the suggestions of his own fear to 
that which he heard from others. These reports spread^ 
log from one to many, and receiring additions in every 
new relation, there appeared to be several authors of 
the same notions : — * That in a civil war it was lawful 
for every soldier to choose what side he pleased : that 
the same legion, who a little before had fought on the 
side of the enemy, might, without scmple, return again 
to <he same i^use, since Caesar's conferring favors oil 
his enemies, ought not to render them unmindful of 
prior and greater obligations : that even the municipal 
towns were divided in their affection, and sided, 
some with one party, some with another/ These dia* 
courses proceeded not fh>m the Marsi and Peligni 
alone, but ran like a torrent through the whole camp. 
However, some of the soldiers blamed their compa<* 
nions for this so great freedom of talk ; and others, 
who affected to appear more diligent than the rest, en« 
larged in their acconnts of it to Uie officers* 

27. For these reasons, Curio, summoning a council 
of war, began to deliberate about the proper remedies 
for this evil* Some were for attacking, at all hazards^ 
cma* VOL* II* F 
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fite canrp of Yams, in order to 4M m^loymmi fm 
the soldiers, whose idleness they considered as the 
clHise of all the present alarms. Besides, it was better, 
tb^ Mid, to immt ^ ▼alor, Atd try. the fortiim <lf iH 
bottle, ttan MO ItaenMdyas mbandinied bjr ttoir von, 
and delivered up to the barbarity of the OTemy . O^vs 
were for retiring, during the night, to the Cornelian 
camp, where they would have more time to «ure the 
kiiatiii^tiiiii Qf <iie .soldiers ; and whOMO, ki ease c£ « 
disaster, they could with more safety and ease andca 
good 'tlieir retreait into Sieily, by means of tlte giaeat 
number of ships they were there provided with. Cu- 
rio relished neither of these motions : the one, he 
thought, afgiied cowardice; the other, a rash hoUA* 
aess : to retreat would have «11 the appearanee of is 
siiamefiil flight ; to attack, Oey must resohre to flgbi 
in a place of disadvantage. * With what hope/ said 
he, ' can we attack a camp fortified by nature and art ? 
And what advantage can we draw from an attempt^ 
whence we shaU be obliged to rotire with loss ? i>eea 
not success always secure to a general tlie ailfectmi^ 
his troops, whereas ill fortune is evermore followed 
with contempt ? And what would a decampment im- 
ply but an ignominions flight, an absolute despair of 
aiU things, and an unaroidable alienation of tke wbe4e 
army ? That we ought not to let the modest timdc we 
distrust them, nor the insolent that we fear them ; be- 
cause the knowlege of our fear only augments the pre- 
sumption of the one, and an apprehension of being sus- 
pected abates the zeal of the other. Bat if what is 
reported of the discratent of the army be true, whiek 
I am yet unwilling to believe, at least to the degree 
some pretend, we ought, for that reason, rather to hide 
and dissemble our fears, than by an unreasonable dieco* 

Mryofthea[itoiid4irtrength<to«ceva; that^aateMM 
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Mfles^'it was ii0cfi9W7-to con^al tlie wamAw of tbe 

lipdiy, that the enemy might not conceive hope from 
<Hir fi)isfortunej9 ; so also ought vre to hide the indispor 
fitiiaii ^ army : ^)^t by retreating in the i)|ght| 

thay ii^ould 09^ fonuah a fairer occ/bi- 
to tbe Sl-aAocC^ to execute their purpose ; for 
iear and shame are powerful restraints by day, but 
pight intirely ^i vests them o^f their force : that he 
jieitber so laih as to attack a ciMnp without bqpee .qf 
wmeesBf noir eo l^Mmlc^ hy iear as to be »t a loss whi|t 
ineasares to puvsue : that he thought it bis duty to ex- 
amine things to the bottom ; and as he had called them 
liQgether to deliberate on the present state of aiiairsi, 
llpH^ted not, with H^^iT assistance, to take such 
WW as be atteaded with success/ 

'98^ -He then dismissed the council ; aud assembling 
the soldiers, put them in mind of what advantage their 
•leadiuess and zeal bad been .to C«asgr at Corfiuium, 
md bow serviceable toMFards tbe conquest of tbe great- 
est p^rt of Italy* * It was yoa/ said he, * that .gave 
t^e exatnpley and all the municipal towns soon fol- 
Jowed : their submission to Caesar was your work ; 
aQd therefore it is not without reason that he is so par- 
tie^arJiy at^bed to yo^f ^d that Pompey hates you 
aiaoerely. It was you tb^t obliged him to quit Italy, 
without being forced to it by the loss of a battle. Cae- 
sar, who ranks me in the number of his dearest friends, 
has cflmmilJi^ed my safety to your care, with Sicily and 
Afiriea^ wilbout which it w^uld be isppossible to defepd 
.eitfier Some or Italy* You are now |n tbe presence 
of those who exhort you to abandon us ; and^ indeed, 
srbat could be more desirable to them, than at the same 
lime to ensnare us, and fix 00 you the stain of an infi- 
jMto ciiaie} *Wjiat 9imon eo«\}d an enraged 

mmff.Mi^Qf ym^ikv^Mf 9hpp(^ you cfi»^e of 
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betraying thoae who own fheniidTes indebted to 3fotl 

for all ; and of throwing yourselves into the power of 
a party, who consider you as the authors of all their 
misfortunes? Are you strangers to Caesar's exploiltf 
m Spain I Two armies defeated t Two generals over<^ 
eome t Two provinces brought under subjection I And 
all this in the space of forty days after Ca?sar came 
within sight of the enemy. Is it likely that those, who> 
with forces unbroken, could not stand their ground, 
will be able to resist^ now they are Tanqnished ? And 
will yon, who followed CsBsar before fortune declared 
in his favor, now return to the vanquished, when for* 
tune has already decided the quarrel, and you are on 
the point of obtaining the reward of your services t 
They charge you with having abandoned and betrajrod 
them, contrary to the foith of oatlis* But is it indeed 
true, that you abandoned Domitius? Or did he not 
rather meanly abandon you, at a time when you were 
ready to suffer every thing for his sake 1 Did he not, 
unknown to yon, resolve to seek his safety in flight ! 
And were you not, after being thus basely betrajwd 
by him, indebted to Csssar^s goodness for your preser- 
vation ? How could your oath bind you to one, who, 
after throwing away the ensigns of his'' authority, and 
divesting himself of his office, surrendered himself m 
private man and a captive into the power of anotlierf 
The new engagement yon were then brought under 
alone subsists at present, and ought quite to obliterate 
that, which the surrender of your general, and his loss 
of liberty, have made void. But though I doubt not 
6f your being satisfied with CsBsar, yon may perhaps 
have taken oflence at me* And, indeed, I havo n^ 
thought of mentioning any services I may have done 
you ; which, as yet, come far short of my intentions, 
and your expectations ; but you are not ignorant^ thai 
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the rewatds of military service come not till after the 
conclusion of the war ; and I believe you little doubt 
nrliat the issue of this will be. Nor need on this 
oeeasiony decline teking notice of the diligence I have 
used, the progress already made, and the good fortune 
that has hitherto attended me. Are you dissatisfied 
that I hare landed my army safe in Africa, without 
Ute loss of a single ship t That I dispersed the ene- 
al3r'8 fleet at the first onset? That within the space 6f 
two days I have twice defeated their cavalry ? That I 
forced two hundred of their merchantmen to quit the 
port of Utica and join me ? And that I have reduced 
ibem to a situation where it is impotoible for them to 
receive any supplies either by land or sea? Can you 
tfiink of abandoning a cause conducted by such leaders^ 
and attended with such success, to follow the fortune 
of those who so ignominiously delivered up CorfiniuiOf 
ivlinquished Italy^ surrendered Spain, and have al-^ 
ready sustained considerable losses in the African war I 
I never pretended to more than being a follower of 
Caesar : it was you that honored me with the title of 
Imperator ; which I am this moment ready to resign, 
if ycm tliink me unworthy of the favor* Restore me 
my former name, that it may not be said I ^as ho- 
nored, to be covered afterwards with the greater igno* 
miny/ # 

20* These remonstrances made such an imjftreftsiott 
im 'the soldiers, that they frequently interrupted him 
wbile he was speaking, and appeared deeply touched 
at his suspecting their fidelity. As be retired, they all 
gathered round him, exhorting him not to be discou- 
raged, or scruple to haaeard a battle, and make trial of 
their fiddity and bravery* This behavior of the troop* 
wrought so great a change in the minds of the officera, 
that. Curio,' with the joint concurrence of them all* 
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i^sblved to give battle the first opportunity that offered* 
Aocordiogly, drawing out hv men next day^ in the 
iame i^aea lie had done for some time povl, he raiigdd 
flmn ia order of battle* Attraa Tama did the aaaiie ^ 
that if an opportunity offered, either of corrupting the 
soldiers or fighting to advantage, he might be in readi* 
B€9fl to lay hold of it. 

ao, JtetWeeiiliietvroamiealay airattey, aswehvra 
d%flMVed abeye^ not htdeed eonrid^ble fbr ttrbr^adtln 
but steep and difficult of ascent* Both sides waited till 
the other should pass it, that they might engage to 
more advantage. Curio, observing that all the horse 
MYai^ds' right wiog, together with the ligbt-arm^d fbot^ 
kaA yoiitdred down into tliia Yalley, detatched Ua- ea« 
in&iy against them, with two ooborts of Martraeinfcna ; 
whose first shock the enemy were not able to sustain; 
biit returned full speed to their own men, leaving the 
Ughf-afmed foot behind, who wete surrouaded andevt 
io pieces in OgM of YarUa^ aipmy ; wMeb, ftonthlg 
that way, was witnesfl^ io the flight of the one, and 
Slaughter of the other. On this, Rebilus, one Of Cae^ 
sir^s lieutenants, whom Curio had brought with faiiA 
Mm SuAly, oii aoooimt of his cotfsnmaiate knovriega 
ia tifift an #f war Why/ mdi he, < do you detof 
seizing the fa^mrabl# aftoment? Ton see* the enemy 
struck with terror/ Curio made no answer, only de- 
sired his soldiers to remember what they had pvomised 
the day befor'e } attd marching the first, oommanded 
Iheni ttf lUttovi^ hha. The ?aHey was so steep and ^ 
fioult, 4hat the IMt tanks dooM not aseend, bnt witH 
tho assistance of those that came after. But the Atti* 
niau army was so dispirited with fear, and the flight 
aad slaughter of theiy tifoops> that they never thought 
0t aasdiing irdsistaaot^y tmk€yin$ tiiaaiselm dhready aofs 
n^antfad by o«s etPnAff t sb tliali baf(Mt wo ooald: at^ 
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live within reach of dart, the wl^A^ Mils' ^ 
fled^ and retjreated tp. tbeir canip. 

31. tbi» flighty one FahilUI P^UfQV^ % <|t|ltiu»a»' 

of. th« iQweMimb |u Giirift'« nmji, m lit wi^ piwiwc 

Iw baA becm one of hm own vfifiu^ wlio wante4 to^ adr 

monish him of something. Varus, hearing himself 
named several times, turned aod slood atill, demand- 
ing who he waa» aod what he wanted. Fahi^a aim^ 
# blow at hi« hreast with his sword^ and. would 06r<r 
taiAly l^iUc^d. bad i»Qt Vvni^^fird^ il «f 
wib iHA ahNili% IMiimhhK^Uym 
W wm i M aad slab, lit^wl^le, tbe iai4titi|da of fu^ir 

lives 80 closed up the gates of the camp, and presa^d 
on one another in such a manner, that more were 
crowded to death, than fell either in the hattle or pur* 
•oiii. ]^4^jf« tba itialC W&s very near heif^ 

trim } baeanse sn^^t nnmhers, instQa4 of ^^appif^ 

Mmw to d«fB»A.lU mute dww% <9r. Oif towi^t Qui 

4lia9iiatv«s, pr^v^nted asaanlt ^ aod the raUier^ ap 
Curio's soldiers, being armed only for battle, had 
hrqught with them none of the necessary tools to forca 
a. ean^t Qurio hr^ngbt haiok his army witbnvt tbf 
bw« of a man^ lahins exe^ted« 0( Hm fmm]^9lmt 
9i» hfmini irtat bilMf nwi a (b^uiMck laQimMk 
4M^w e«M bfli Afftwa off bii mm, all Ib^mHipM 

quitted tha canp^ aid retired into tiia oity, as did a 
great many others, whe^ overcome hy fear, sheltered 
themselves there also under the same pretence. Vat na 
ohsaf¥ing this, and that a ufnyef sal dread had seised 
lha aM(yi laf( only a trumpet ia tba camp, with a law 
iMrto dMll^ abcial aouriiMtM 
IfMOktvilki iiB bia fgtafia k ^ . . 

NesLi doj Carlo raiNilTed to benage IJtifim 
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Araw aUDe ofeinmiiiirallatioii romid lU Tkare was in 

the town a multitude of men unfit for the fatigues of 
war through a long enjoyment of peace. The inha- 
bitants themselves were strongly attached to Csesart 
for ancient favors received from him* The senate was 
composed of people greatly diffiBring in their tempers^ 
and the losses already sustained spread terror through 
all ranks. A surrender was puhlicly talked of^ and all 
concurred in soliciting Varus not to ruin them by bis 
obstinacy and perverseness* While these things were 
in agitation, messengers sent by king Juba arrivedy 
who informed them of the approach of bis army, and 
exhorted them to defend the city ; which contributed 
not a little to confirm their wavering minds. 
• 83. Curio received the same news, but for somo 
time would not believe it| so greatly did be confide ia 
bis good fortune. Besides, Cttsar's success in Spain 
^was already known in Africa ; whence he concluded it 
improbable that Juba would attempt ^ny thing against 
him. But when he was for certain informed of his 
bciing within twenty-five miles of Utica with his whol6 
army, he retired from before the lown'to the CorAeiiatt 
camp, laid in great quantities of corn and wood, began 
to fortify himself, and sent directly to Sicily for the 
cavalry, and the two legions be had left there. The 
oamp itself was very advantageous Ibr protracting tba 
war, being strong both by nature and art, near the sea, 
and abounding in water and salt, great* quantities of 
which had been carried thither from the neighboring ^ 
salt-pits* Neither ran he any hazard of being straits 
ened . for wood and cdm, as the country abounded in 
trees and grain. He resolved therefore, with the eo0« 
sent of the whole army, to wait here the arrival of tb# 
rest of the troops, and make^preparation for continuing 
the war* • . • » . v ^ 
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* S4. This resolation being taken, and meeting with 
general approbation, some of the townsmen, who had 
fleserted to Curio, informed him, that the war, in which 
^nba was engaged with the Leptitani, baring obliged 
Mm to return into bis own kingdonr, be bad only sent 
bis lieutenant Sabura, with a small body of forces, to 
the assistance of the Uticans. On this intelligence, to 
Bdiich he too hastily gaye credit, he changed his de^ 
riga, and resolved to give battle. The fire of yonlbf 
Ins courage, good enecees, and telf-eonfidenee, con** 
toibnted greatly to confirm him in this resolution. 
• Urged hy these considerations, about the beginning of 
the night, he sent all his cavalry towards the enemy's 
camp, whioh was on the river Bagradas, and whertf 
AdMura, of whom we haTe spoken before; commanded 
in chief ; but the king followed with all his forces, 
and was not above six miles behind him. The cavalry 
tfbich Curio had detached, marched all night, and 
Mming unexpeetediy on the enemy, attacked them be* 
fere they were ready to receive the charge ; for tb0 
Numidians, according to the custom of that barbarous 
country, were encamped without order or rule. Fall- 
ing on them, therefore, in this confusion, and op<* 
pressed with sleep, they slew great numbers, and 
obliged the rest to fly in the utmost consternation ; 
after which they returned to Curio, with the prisoners 
they had taken. ' 
' d5. Curio had set out with all his forces about the 
Ikmrth watch of the night, leaving only five cohorts to 
guard bis camp.* After a march of six miles he was met 
by his cavalry, who informed him of all that bad passed* 
He asked the prisoners^ who commanded at Bagradas? 
They answered, Sabura* On this, without making any 
&rther inquiries, for fear of being detained too long^ 
fte tamed to Iha-troops next to him, and aaid^'* ]^ 



$m. Mt MIoi^'MUim, lh«4 the report of At 

H»t eoMiflt «f tint ti fiMT tti)op8, skM Hkmy ^iwr* wl 

able to withstand the charge of a small body of horse. 
Hajte, therefore, in the pursuit of glory, booty^ and 
▼Kstory.' What the cavalry bad done was indeed coo* 
•ideiable, becauae they were but few in numbet im 
eompninn with the NqmUmmi ; bml m VMtlgi almtpt 
wmiU^ m btHera Mr Mfk tn he giMler lha»it ii| 
they e i ^ i ai hoaeted ksiMitnilely of tte a0iieB» 
had endeavored to enhance the value of it. They 
made a mighty parade of the booty. The prisoners 
too, as well infantry as cavalry, marched in procession 
before them : and, indeftdt whole army isuagtnecl^ 
fhat to dehij the battle* was bo other ikm to delay thd 
Tktory ; so that Ihe aider oD tha tr aa pa p a afa e Uy aa» 
MdeACtiria*ahapaa^ OstbaiaCmhaalaiiai^UiiiiiHMhi 
avdering the hone to follow, Hmt he might aa aaoa at 
passible corae up with the frighted enemy. But as they 
were fatigued with their late march, they found them- 
aelvas uaable to keep pace with the army ; but sto^pdi 
aane in one place, sova m anoiiM i whiaby h ownaia i l 
MardaA aat Gimo^a hapaa. 

aa. JKiha!» haviag natka liM flbhamofttiraMra fa 
the night, deteehed to hta aaaiitaaoa two thouaand 
Spanish and Gallic horse, of his ordinary guard, with 
that part of the infantry in which he put the greatest 
confidence. Himself foUortved leisurely with the reel 
of the troops, and about iostjr elephanta^ laaiiaotiBg 
that Cam, who had aenh tba aftvatry hafaia^ oanld PtA 
baihrot witthia «na]% 8a1iwm dMr wp Mi )mm 
OBd iba«» ordariag tham to glTO gnNwdM Hm •aony^ 
attack, and, as through fear, eonntaaftat a fii^t; 
llaanwhUe ha tgld tbem^ that ha wauU fiTa Ibaaifiial 



battle when be saw piopar, aoNi' direct Iheir mtioBi 
m tte ca^e might ivfair^. 

OvtiOf 4ittl0fed wiiM BCPKf IrapflM} and teagiBlim^ 
fff fSmt ^mm y^B flM»tifNi0> tfist licff iMwparing f<i» 
fiigfat, made his troops come down from the inountain 
into the plain ; and advancing still farther, though his 
army was already very much fatigued, having marched 
upwards of sixteen miles, halted at last to give Hkb 
men bi^atk. ttoMent Saham somided tke charge; 
Ml o& Us nmf fft oniOF of bsttle^ afld utat ftoni MnM 
10 faik l» anteate treops ; M lie sinffBTed only 
Hill cavalry ta come to blows, koqp liig tlie Infantry ad 
a distance within sight. Curio was not wanting on hi^ 
side, but exhorted his men to place all their hopes in 
tbeir valor : and indeed neither the infantry, though 
ftHgued wi^ their narch, nor the cavalry, tkoiq^ii fe# 
M moriper and 9f&ut vrHk toUf slKmed «ay waMt etf 
tMNV » lmiin»mlue ig Ao«g]i tie Unit, U 

pmiktiAm, M Mt-eiceeet tw» liMdMI^ tie reel ba¥in| 
slopped by the way. These, wherever they attacked 
tile enemy, obliged them to give ground ; bnt they 
oonld neither pursue far, nor drive their horses on 
impetuosity. On the other hand, the Nnmidiaii 
Wftky began to surround em mm, and etesge them 
Id Hio rmm. When ike oelioftb nAnmcod agitai 
tiien, they fell back, and by the. qnieiigese of ttelr 
Wtreat abided the charge ; bofiflMMditttely returning, 
they got behind our men, and cut them off from the 
rest of the army. Thus it was equally dangerous fo# 
them to naintaia their ranks, or advance to battlr* 
Vto onenqK^ lereett dmeased oontinatty % tho seiiF 
DMeMotn eeni tin kinipi Mre-f eft tie eenlMiy { 
Heiai illmMed byftHigln>. IfettboreonUenrwoopM 
Men retire, or be Mt t»nn,ypiio»of snfety^ tbowbrti 
a^my being iatiisted by the enemy's horse. These, t9$ 
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ppidruiff of aafetjr, as is vsml for men in tbe lart-HUM 

uents of life, either lamented their own fate, or re- 
commended their relations to their fellow-soldiers, 
if any should be so fortunate as to escape that danger; 
jhe whole army was filled with qonstemalien and 
grief. 

• 38. Curio, perceiving the general alarm, and that 
neither his exhortations nor prayers were regarded, 
' ordered the troops to retire with the standards tP the 
pearest mountains, as the only resource in the present 
exjifsnce^ but tbe caralry detaehed by Sabuva had 
already seized them. All hope being now lost» some 
were slain endeavoring to fly ; others threw them- 
selves on the ground, partly in despair, partly unable 
to make, angr efforts for th^r own safety. At this mo-^ 
ment, Cn. Domitias, who commanded the horse, ad-» 
dressing Curio, intfeated bim to regain his camp with 
the few cavalry that remained, promising not to aban- 
don him. * Can 1/ says Curio, ' look Cssar in the 
face, after having lost an army he had committed to 
my charge V So saying, he continued fighting till he 
was slain. Very few of the cavalry escaped, tboae 
only excepted who had stopped to refresh their horses ; 
for perceiving at a distance the rout of the whole 
army, they returned to their camp» All the in&ntry 
were slain to a man. 

^ 99. When this disaster was known, M. Rnfus the 

questor, whom Curio had left to guard the camp, itu 
treated his men not to lose courage. They begged 
and requested him . to recoDduct them into Sicily ; 
which he promised, and <^ered the masters of the 
transports to have their ships in readiness at night 
along the shore. But fear had so universally seized 
the minds of the soldiers, that some cried out Juba 
was arriyed. with hi| troops; |Ome that Yarns ap« 
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fumciktd with the legions, the diitt of whose march 
they pretended to discern ; and others, tbat the ens- 
my's fleet would be on them in an instant ; though 
there was not the least ground for these reports. The 
consternation thus becoming general, each man thought 
only of his own safety. Those who were already eni« 
tarkedy sailed iminediately, and their flight drew aft^r 
it that of the transports i so that only a very few small 
ftigates obeyed the summons, and came to the general 
rendezvous. The disorder was so great on the shore, 
every one striving who should first embark, that many 
boats sunk under the crowd, and others were afraid to 
come near the land. 

40. Tbos only a few soldiers and aged men, who 
eitter through intmst or coikipassion were receired on 
hoard, or had strength enongh to swim totiie trans'^ 
ports, got safe to Sicily : the rest, deputing their cen- 
turions to Varus by night, surrendered to him. Juba, 
coming up next day, claimed them as his property, 
put the greater number to the sword, and sent a few 
of the most oonsiderahle, whom he had selected for 
that purpose, into Nnmidia. Yams complained of this 
Tlolaftion of his faith ; hut durst, not make any resist* 
ance. The king made his entrance into the city on 
horseback, followed by a great number of senators, 
among whom' were Servius Sulpicius, and Licinius 
DamasippQS. Here he stayed a few days, to give what 
orders he thought necessary ; and then returned, with 
ail his Ibrees, into his own kingdom. 
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tar and P. SenFilkui were chqeen eonwils ; for ^fcte 

msLS the year in which he could be elected to that 
gistracy, consistent with the laws. This affair being 
despatched, as CflMar saw public credit at a stand ovfijr 
all Italy, beeanae nobody paid Umot debts ; he ordomd 
that arbiters sbonld be choaen^ lAo aboold make «a 
estimate of the possessions of all debkm^ and aboidd 
convey them in payment to their creditors, at the price 
they bore before the war. This regulation be thought 
best ealeulated to restore public credit, and prevent the 
apprebension of a geoend aboHtim of debts, wbiab is 
bttt too common in eenseqnenee of wars and eavil 4Sm^ 
sensions. At the same time, in consequence of an ad- 
dress to the people, he re-established the pretors and 
tribunes, who had been deprived on a charge of bribeqr, 
at a time wben Pompey awed the eity by his legionB* 
These deeisiona were so little eonformaUe to law, that 
sentence was often pronounced by a party of judges 
different from those who attended the pleadings. As 
these had made him an offer of their service in the be- 
ginning of the war, be aeeoaoted the obligation the 
same as if he had aetoally accepted of their iriendsb^; 
but thought it better their restoration shonld seem to 
flow from the people, than appear a mere act of bounty 
in him ; that he might neither be charged with ingrati- 
tude to his followers, nor accused of invading the pre- 
rogatives of the people. 

2. All this business, with the celebration of the Latin 
festivals, and the holding of the comitia for elections, 
took him up only eleven days, at the end of which he 
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AdfcflM dictatorship, and immediately set out 
from Rome, in order to reach Brundusium, where he 
had ordeced twelve legiont, with aU the oaTaky, ta 
MMiflflnr4[>«s. But ha had leavca ihipa to oanry ovtr 
Pnntf tho tt gaiid I^gtonary soldieta, and six hnulrtd 
WMOy whMi alone hindered him from putting a speedy 
end to the wac* Besides, the legions were consider- 
ably weakened by their maay losses in the Gallic wac^ 
md the long and pasiiftil march from Spaia ; and an 
HBheaMrfiil MlnuB in Ap«lia, and about Bniaduflinm, 
WtA the change of so fine a climate as that of Gaul 
and Spain, had brought a general sickness among the 
troops. 

Pi^npey, luiviag had a whole year to complete his 
9veparatieB8,.iindiat«rbed by wan, and ftee firom the 
inlMmption of an enemy, had collected a mighty fleet 
firom Asia, the Cyclades, Corcyra, Athens, Pontus, Bi- 
thyaia, Syria, Cilicia, Phoenicia, and Egypt, and had 
(i^en oidera for the buiMiog of ahipa in all parts* He 
Imdexacted gyeatsnns firoia the people of Asia and S3rria; 
^KmAe kings, tetrarchs, and dynasties of those parts; 
from the free states of Achaia ; and from the corpora- 
tions of the provinces subject to his command. He had 
raised nine kgvsns of RMan ektaeow ; five he had 
ttfo«ght with him firam Italy ; one had been sent hiai 
from Sicily, consisting wholly of veterans, and called 
Oemella, becaase composed of t^o ; another from Crete 
and Macedonia, of veteran soldiers likewise, who, hav- 
ing been disbanded by ibrmer generals, had settled in 
Ooae pnrts; and two more from Aiin^ levied by the 
eare of Leafnlns. Besides all these, be had great nnmr 
hers from Thessaly, Boeotia, Achaia, and Epirus ; whom, 
together with Antonyms soldiers, he distributed among 
the Iq^ions by way 9of recruits* He expected also two 
ksteM tfaat Metelltts fieipio was to biing otttof iByria. 



M cjesar's commentaries. 

He bad time fliovsaiid areliersv drawn togetlieT froltt 

Crete, Lacedsemon, Pontus, Syria, and other pro- 
vinces; six cohorts of slingers ; and two of mercenaries* 
His cavalry amounted to seven thousand ; six hundred 
of whieh eame from Galatia, under Dejotarua; fife 
hundred from Cappadocia, under Arioharzanea; and 
the like number had been sent him out of Thrace, by 
Cotus, with his son Sadalis at their head. Two hun« 
dr^d were from Macedonia, commanded by Rascipolis^ 
an officer of great diatinctton ; five hundred from Alex^ 
imdria, consisting of Gauls and Germans, left there 
A. Gabinias, to serve as a guard to king Ptolemy; 
and now brought over by young Pompey in his fleet, 
together with eight hundred of his own domestics. 
Tarcundarius Castor and Donilaus furnished three 
hundred Gallogrecians : the first of these came himself 
in person ; the latter sent his son. Two hundred, most 
of them archers, were sent from Syria, by Comagenus 
of Antioch, who lay under the greatest obligations to 
Pompey* There were jikewise a great number of Dar- 
danians and Bessians, partly volunteers, partly merce-* 
naries; with others from Macedonia, Thessaly, and 
the adjoining states and provinces; who all together 
made up the number mentioned above. To subsist this 
mighty army, he had taken care to amass vast quanti* 
ties of corn from Tbessaly, Asia, Egypt, Crete, Cyrenei, 
and other countries ; resolving to quarter his troops, 
during the winter, at Dyrrhachinm, Apollonia, and the 
other maritime towns, to prevent Caesar's passing the 
sea ; for which purpose, he ordered his fleet to cruise 
perpetually about the coasts. Young Pompey com«> 
manded the Egyptian squadron ; D. Lelius and C* Tci« 
ariWs the Asiatic ; C* Cassius the S5rrian ; C. M arori* 
lus and C. Coponius the Rhodian ; Scribonius Libo 
and;M* Oetavius the Liburnian and Achaian : but. the 
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dlief authority was vested in M. Bibiilus, who was 
admiral of the whole, and gave his orders accord- 
ingly. 

4. Csesart on his arrival at Brundasinm, liftrang;ned 
Ms troops, and told them, ' that as they were now on 
Ae point of seeing an And of all their toils and dangers, 

they ought not to scruple at leaving their servants and 
hag^Rge behind them in Italy, that they might embark 
with less confusion, and in greater numbers ; putting 
all their hopes in victory, and the generosity of their 
general/ The whole army testified their approbation 
of what was proposed, and called out that they were 
ready to submit to bis orders* Accordingly, having 
put seven legions on board, as we have before ob- 
served, he set sail the fourth of January, and arrived 
next day at the Ceraunian mountains ; where, having 
found, among the rocks and shelves with which that 
eoaat abounds, a tolerable road ; and not daring to go 
to tey port, as be apprehended they were all in the 
enemy's possession ; be landed bis troops at a place 
called Pbarsalus, wbitber be brought bis fleet, without 
the loss of a single ship. 

6. Lucretius Vespillo and Minucius Rufus were at 
Ortcum, with eighteen Asiatic ships; and Bibulus had 
a hundred and ten at Corcyra. But the first durst not 
baaurd an engagement, though CsBsar was Escorted by 
DO more than twelve galleys, only four of which bad 
deeks ; and Bibulus bad not time to reassemble bis 
sailors and soldiers, who were dispersed in full se- 
curity ; for no news of Caesar's approach had reached 
those parts, till his fleet was seen from the continent. 

6. Cfesar, having landed his troops, sent the fleet 
Ink^ the same night to Brundusium, to bring over his 
other legions and cavalry. Fufius Kalenus, lieutenant* 
general, bad the charge of this expedition^ with ordere 
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to nse the utmost despatch. But setting sail too late, 
he lost the benefit of the wind, which offered fair all 
night, and fell in with the enemy. For Bibulus hear* 
ing at Oorcyra of Ossat^s ariiTal, forthwith to 
sea, in hopes of intercepting some of the transports; 
and meeting the fleet as it returned empty, took about 
thirty ships, which he immediately burned, with all 
that were on board ; partly to satisfy his own ven- 
geance for the disappointment he had received ; partly 
to deter the rest of the troops from attempting the pas- 
sage. He then stationed his fleet along the coast, from 
Salona to Oricum, guarded all places with extraordi- 
nary care, and even lay himself aboard, notwithstand- 
ing the rigor of the winter | decliniag no danger not 
fatigue, and solely intent on intercepting GsiSar^s sup- 
plies. 

7. After the departure of the Liburnian galleys, M. 
Octavins, with the squadron under his command, 
sailed flrom Illyricnili, and came before Salona. Hav- 
ing spirited up the Dalmatians, andf other barbaroiii 
nations in those parts, he drew Issa to revolt from C®- 
sar : but finding that the council of Salona was neither 
to foe moved by promises nor threats, he resolved to 
invest the town. Salona is built on a hill, and advan- 
tageously situated for defence ; but as the ibrtifieatione 
were very inconsiderable, the Roman citizens residing 
there immediately surrounded the place with wooden 
towers; and finding themselves too few to resist the 
attacks of the enemy, who soon overwhelmed diem 
with wounds, betook themselves to thelf last irafnge, 
by granting liberty to all slaves capable of bearinj^ 
arms, and cutting off the women's hair, to make cords 
for their engines. Octavius, perceiving their obstinacy, 
formed five different camps ronnd the town, that they 
might at once snfiisr all the inconv^Biences of a siege. 
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and be exposed to frequent attacks. The Saloniaiis, 
4eteunnined to endure atty thing, found themselves mort 
pressed £09 want of com ; and therefore sent deputies 
lo CsMsr to soUcU a tnpply, paliently snbmiltiiig to 
all the otker kardskips tbey labored imder* Wban tbe 
siege bad now continiied a considerable time, and the 
Octavians began to be off their guard, the Salonians, 
finding the opportunity favorable, about noon, when 
the enemy were dispersed, disposed tbeir wives and 
children on tbe walls, that every thing might have its 
s w e ated appeafanee ; and sallyiag in a body wttii tbeir 
eBfiraadiised slavest attaeksd tbe aaarast qnarters of 
Octavius. Hariog soon forced tbese, tbey adyanoed 
to the next ; thence to a third, a fourth, and so on 
through the rest; till having driven the enemy from 
every post, and made great slaughter of their men, 
Ihty at length compelled tbem, and OctaTins tbeir 
tender, to betake tbemselves to ibeir ships. Sack was 
tbe issaa of the siege. As winter now approaehed, 
and the loss had been very considerable ; Octavius, 
despairing to reduce the place, retired to Dyrrhachium, 
and joined Pompey. 

8. We havo seen that L. VibuUius Rufus, Pompey's 
okief eagMear, bad fallen twice into Csdsar's bands, 
aad bosa as gllen aet at liberty ; tke irst time at Cor* 
liiiittre, tbe aaxtia fipaio. Having been tbtfelbre twice 
indebted to him for bis life, and being also much in 
Pompey 's esteem, Cassar thought him a proper person 
to negotiate between them. His instructions were, ' That 
it was oow time for both to desist from tbeir obstinacy, 
aod lay dowa tbeir anas, witboat exposing tbemselves 
any mose to tbe precarioas ervaats of fortuae. That 
tke loases tbey kad already saatssaad oagbt to serve as 
lessons and cautions, and fill tbem with just appreben- 
sious with re^^d to t^e future. That Pompey had 
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been foreed to abandon Italy, bad loat SieOy and Sav^ 
diaia, tbe two Spains, witb abont a bnndred and tbirtf 

cohorts of Roman citizens, who had perished in these 
countries. That himself too had been a considerable 
sufferer by the death of Curio, the destruction of the 
African army, and the surrender of hia forcea at Cor* 
eyra. That it was therefore inenmbent on them to ahow 
aome regard to tbe ainking atate of tbe commonweal^ 
baring sufficiently ex|ierienced by tbeir own miafori 
tunes, bow prevalent fortune was in war. Tbat tbe 
present moment was the most favorable in this respect ; 
because, not having yet tried one another's strength, 
and considering them as equals, there would be more 
likelibood of agreeing on terms : wbereas, if one of 
Aem once got tbe superiority » be would exact ererf 
tbing from tbe otber, and giro up notlttng. That as 
bitberto tbey bad been unable to settle tbe conditiooa 
of peace, they ought to refer them to the decision of 
the senate and people of Rome ; and, in the mean time, 
to obtain a free and unbiassed judgment, both swear to 
disband tbeir armies in three days' time. That wbeii 
Ibey were once divested of tbeir national and auxiliary 
forces* in wbicb tbeir wbole confidence lay, tbey would 
find themselves under a necessity of submitting to tbe 
decree of the senate and people. In fine, that to give 
Pompey a proof of his readiness to perform these pro- 
posals, he would give immediate orders for the dis«* 
charge of all bis forces, botb in garrison and ia tbtt 
field/ 

9. Vibullius, baving reeeiTcd tbese instructional 
' tbonght it necessary to give Pompey speedy notice of 
Caesar's arrival, that he might be provided against that 
event, before he laid open the commission he was 
charged with. Accordingly, journeying day and nighty 
and frefuently cbangiag boises, for tbe greater axpadi* 
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4iim» he at lengtii got to Pompey, and informed him 
that Cassar waa approaebing with all his forces. Pom- 

pey was, at that time, in Candavia, from whence he 
was marching through Macedonia, to his winter quarters 
at ApoUonia and Dyrrhachium. Concerned at this 
unexpected news, he hastened his march to Apollouiaf 
to prerent Camr's makiag himself master of the 8ea« 
coosts. Meanwhile Camart having landed hie forces, 
marched the same day to Oricnm. On his arrival 
there, L. Torquatns, who commanded in the town for 
Pompey, with a garrison of Parthinians, ordered the 
gates to he shut, and the Greeks to repair to their 
arms, and man the walls : but they refusing to fight 
against the authority of the p^ple of Rome, and the 
Inhabitants, of their own accord, endeavoring to admit 
Csesar, Torquatns, despairing of relief, opened the 
gates, and surrendered both himself and the town to 
Ceesar, who readily granted him his life. 

10« Caesar, liaving made himself master of Oricum, 
marched directly to ApoUonia. . On the report of his 
arrival, L. Staberius^ who commanded in the place» 
•rdered water to be carried into the castle, fortified it 
with great eare, and demanded hostages of the towns- 
men. They refused to comply, declaring they would 
not shut their gates against the consul of the Roman 
people, nor presume to act in contradiction to the 
Judgment of the senate, and of all Italy. Staberius, 
tediug it in vain to resist, privately leil the place ; on 
which, the ApoUonians sent deputies to Csesar, and re- 
ceived him into the town. The Bullidenses, Aman- 
tiaui, with the rest of the neighboring countries, and 
all Epirus, followed their example ; acquainting Cae- 
Har, by their ambassadors, that they were ready to 
execute his commands* 

}i. Meanwhile Pompey, having notice of what passe4 
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at Oricum and Apollonia, and being apprehensive for 
Dyrrhachium, marched day and night to reach the 
place. At the same time it was reported that C«esar 
trM not &r off; whieh meeting with the more creditt 
becanie of iMr hftsty marehy fiiit the whole mmy into 
eueh coiMiteirDalkMii that many abasidoning their eolort 
in Epirus and the neighboring states, and others throw- 
ing down their arms, every thing had the appearance 
of a precipitate flight. But on Pompey's halting near 
Dyrrhachium, and ordering a camp to be formed, as 
the- army had not even then reeoveved ita IHghl ; La- 
bienua advanced before the reati and swore nevw to 
abandon his general, bat to share in whatever lot For* 
tune should assign him. The other lieutenants did the 
same, as likewise the military tribunes and centurions, 
whose example was followed by the whole army. Cae- 
sar, finding that he was prevented in his design on 
Dyrrhachiom, pnrsned his mateb more leisnrely t cud 
encamped on the river Apsus, in Utt territories of the 
ApoHonians, that be might protect the possessions of 
a state, which had so warmly declared in his favor. 
Here he resolved to pass the winter in tents, and wait 
the arrival of the rest of his legions out of Italy. 
Pompey did the like ; and having encamped on the 
other Bide of the Apsns, assembled there all hla le* 
giona and anxiliariea. 

12« Kalenus, having embarked the legions and ca« 
valry at Brundusium, according to the instructions he 
had received, put to sea with his whole fleet ; but had 
not sailed very far, till he was met by letters from Cae- 
ear, informing bim that all the Grecian coasts were 
guarded by the enemy's fleet. On this, be recalled his 
ihips, and returned again into the harbor. Only <me 
continued its route, wliich carried no soldiefe, nor vrai 
subject to the orders of Kalenus, but belonged to a 
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private coanmaBder. This yessel arriraig before Qri- 
ewDy fell into flie bandi of Bibalus ; who, not sparing 
the very children, put all on board to deadly both free« 

men and slaves. So much did the safety of the whole 
army depend on a single moment. 

13. Bibulus, as we have related aboye, lay at On- 
euin, with his fleet ; and as he depiived Cmar of all 
supplies by sea, so was heyin like manner, greatly in« 
commoded by Caesar on laud ; who, having disposed 
parties along the coast, hindered him from getting wa* 
tar or wood, or coming near the shore. This was at-> 
tended with many ineon¥aniences» and threw him into 
great straits ; insomneh, that he was obliged to fetch 
all his other necessaries, as well as wood and water, 
from the island of Corcyra ; and once, when foul wea- 
ther prevented his receiving refreshments from thence, 
tiie. soldiers were neeessitated, for want of vrater, to 
collect the dew, which, in the night, fell on the bides 
that covered their ships. Yet he bore all these diffi* 
culties with surprising firmness, and continued reso- 
lute in his design of not unguarding the coast. But 
at last, being reduced to the above-mentioned extre« 
mity, and Libo having joined him, they called from on 
board to M. Acilius and Statins Mnreus, two of Cse* 
gar's lieutenants, one of whom guarded the walls of 
Dricum, and the other the sea coasts, that they wanted 
to confer with Caosar about affairs of the greatest con* 
sequeiwe, if tb^ could bat have an opportunity. To 
gain the more credit, they let fall some expressions 
that seemed to promise accommodation ; and in the 
meanwhile demanded and obtained a truce : for Mur« 
cue and Acilius, believing their proposals to be serious, 
knew how eactramely grateful they would be to Caosar, 
and doubted not but Yibnllius had succeeded in hu 
Mgotiatioo. 
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14. Caesar was then at Bnthrotum, ft town ovw 

against Corcyra; whither he was gone, with one le- 
gion, to reduce some of the more distant states, and 
supply himself with corn, which then hegan to be 
scarce. Here, receiving letters from Acilius and Mur-* 
COS, with an account of Libo and Bibulns' demandsybe 
left tbe legion» a%d returned to Oricnm. Qn hie ar* 
rival, he invited them to a conference* Libo ap-v 
peared, and made an apology for Bibulus : 'that bein|[ 
naturally hasty, and bearing a personal grudge to Cae- 
sar, contracted during the time of his edileship and 
questorshipy he had, for that reason, declined thto in« 
teryiewy to prevent any obstructions from lua pnsenoe 
to the success of so desirable and advaptageons a do* 
sign : that Ponipey was, and ever had been, inclined 
to lay down his arms, and terminate their differences 
by an accommodation, but as yet had not sent him 
suflicient powers to treat ; which, however, he doubted 
not soon to receive, as the council had intrusted him 
with the whole administration of the war : that if he 
would therefore make known his demands, they would 
send them to Pompey, who would eoon come to a re»» 
solution on their representations. In the mean time, 
the truce might continue, and both parties abstain from 
acts of hostility, till an answer could be obtained/ 
He added something about the justice of their cause, 
and their forces, both natural and auidliary ; to which 
Caesar neither at that time returned any answer, nor 
do we now think it of importance enough to be trans- 
mitted to posterity. Caisar's demands were, * that he 
might have leave to send ambassadors to Pompey ; 
and that they would either stipulate for their return^ 
or undertake themselves to convey them in saietyi 
that with regard to the truce, such were the pveseut 
circumstances of the war, that thei< fleet kept haok Ito 
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fttiiplias and transports, and his forces depriyed theni 
of water and access to the shore. If they expected 
any abatement on his side, they must likewise abate lA 

guarding the coast ; but if they still persisted in their 
former vigilance, neither would he yield in what de- 
pended on him : that, notwithstanding, the accommo* 
datioa might go forward, without any obstruction from 
^is mutual denial/ Libo declined receinng Caasar's 
ambassadors, or undertaking for their safe return, and 
ehose to refer the whole matter to Pompey ; yet in* 
sisted on the truce. Ga*sar, perceiving that the only 
aim of the enemy was to extricate themselves out of 
their present straits and danger, and that it was in 
vain to entertain any hopes of peace, turned all his 
thoughts to the vigorous prosecution of the war. 

16. Bibnlus, having kept at sea for many days, and 
contracted a dangerous illness by the cold and perpe** 
tual fatigue, as he could neither have proper assistance 
on board, nor would be prevailed on to quit his post, 
he at last sunk under the weight of his distemper. 
After his death, nobody succeeded in the command of 
the whole fieet ; but each squadron was governed, in-» 
dependentiy of the rest, by its particular commander. 

I6w When the surprise occasioned by Caesar's siid« 
den arrival was over, YibuUius, in presence of Libo, 
L. Lucceius, and Theophanes, who were among Pom- 
pey s most intimate counsellors, resolved to deliver the 
commission he had received from Caesar. But scarce 
bad he begun to speak, when Pompey interrupted hlm^ 
and Ofdered him to proceed no farther. * What,^ said 
be, ' is my life or country to me, if I shall seem to be 
beholden to Caesar for them ? And will it be believed 
that I am not indebted to him for them, if he, by an 
accommodation, restores me to Italy V Caesar was in- 
formed of this speech, after the conclusion of the. waff| 
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hf those wlio were prMenl when it was dilirered : be 
Btill continued, however, by other methois, to try to 
bring about an accomniodation. 

17. As the two camps were only sepaiated by the 
fiTer Aptufly the soldiera had frequeat diaeourse aaioag 
themsahrw ; and it waa aattled, by mutual conaoil^ 
that no ael of hostility should |iass during the confer* 
•nees. Ciesar, taking advantage of this opportunity, 
sent P. Vatinius, one of his lieutenants, to forward to 
the utmost an accommodation ; and to demand, fre* 
quently, with a loud voicef * whether it might not bs 
permitted to dtiaens to send deputies to their MUmu 
dtiiens about peaee : timt this had m^tet boon denied 
even to fogitires and robbers, and eould much less be 
opposed when the only design was to prevent the effu- 
sion of civil blood.' This and much more he said, 
with a submissive air, as became one employed to treat 
for his own and the common safety. He was heard 
with great silenoe by both parties, and receiyed this 
answer from the enemy : *'That A. Yarro had declared 
he would next day appear at u interriew, whither the 
deputies of both parties might come in perfect security, 
and mutually make known their demands.' The hour 
of meeting was likewise settled ; which being come, 
multitudes on both sides flocked to the place ; the I 
greatest expectations were formed ; and the minds of 
all seemed intent on peace* T. Labienus, adtaucing 
ftom the crowd, began in a low roice to conl^ with 
Vatinius, as if to settle the articles of the treaty. But 
their discourse was soon interrupted by a multitude of 
darts that came pouring in on all sides. Vatinias 
escaped the danger, by means of the soldiers, who 
protected him with their shields ; but Cornelius Bal« 
bus, M« Plotius, L. Tiburtus, centurions, and some 
prifule meut waeo woumM* I«bienus thenlified up 
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bis voice, and cried, * Leave off prating of an accom- 
modation ; for you muBt not expect peace till you bring 
vs Casiar^s bead.' 

18. About tbe aame thne, M. CScelhia Riiftis, pretof 
at Rome for foreign affairs, having undertaken the 
cause of the debtors, on his entrance into his office, 
ordered his tribunal to be fixed near that of the city 
pretoTi C. Trebonius, and promiaed to reeeive tbe com* 
plaiota of sncb aa Aonld appeal to bim, in regard to 
Ibe eatimation and payments made in consequence of 
Caesar's late regulation. But such was the equity of 
tbe decree, and the humanity of Trebonius, who, in so 
nice and critical an affairi thought it necessary to con- 
duet btmaelf with tbe utmost clemency and moderatiott, 
tbat no pretence of appeal could be found : for to plead 
poverty, personal losses, the hardness of the times, and 
the difficulty of bringing their effects to sale, is usual 
enough even with reasonable minds ; but to own them« 
idvea indebted, and yet aim at keeping tbeir possee* 
•ions intire, would bave argued a total want botb of 
honesty and shame. Accordingly, not a man was 
found who had made any such demand. Coelius' whole 
severity, therefore, was pointed against those to whom 
tbe inberitance of tbe debtor waa adjudged ; and bar* 
ing once embarked in the affiiir, tbat be migbt not seem 
to have engaged himself to no purpose in an unjustifi- 
able cause, he published a law, by which he allowed 
the debtors six years for the discharge of their debts, 
frbkh tbey were to dear at equal payments, without 
intereit* 

19. But tbe eottsul ServHina, and the rest of the 

magistrates, opposing tbe law, when he found it had 
not the effect he expected, he thought proper to drop 
tbat design ; and, with the view of inflaming tbe peo* 
flOi proposed tiro new laws : the one, to exempt all 
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the tenants in Rome from paying rents ; the other, for 
a general abolition of debts. This bait took with the 
multitude ; and Coelius, at their head, came and at* 
tacked Trebonius on his tribunal, drove him thence, 
tad wounded eome about him. The eoneul Serviliiie 
reported these things to the senate, who interdicted to 
Coslius the functions of bis office. In consequence of 
this decree, the consul refused him admittance into the 
senate, and drove him out of his tribunal, when he 
was going to harangue the people. Overwhelmed with 
shame and resentment, he openly threatened to carry 
Us complaints to Caesar ; but privately gaye notice to 
Milo, who had been banished for the murder of Clo* 
dius, to come into Italy, and join him vrith the remaiiw 
of the gladiators, which he bought formerly to enter- 
tain the people with, in the shows he gave them. With 
this view he sent him before to Turiniim, to solicit the 
shepherds to take arms, and went himself to Casili- 
mm ; where, hearing that his arSM and ensigns had 
been seised at Capua, bis partisans at Maples, and 
their design of betraying the city discovered ; finding 
all his projects defeated, the gates of Capua shut 
against him, and the danger increasing every moment, 
because the citizens had taken arms, and began to con- 
sider him as a public enemy ; he desisted from the pro- 
ject he had formed, and thought proper to change him 
iCOute. 

90. In the mean time, Milo, having despatcbed let- 
ters to all the colonies and free towns, intimating that 
what he did was in virtue of Pompey's authority, who 
had sent him orders by Bibulus, endeavored to dr^w 
over the debtors to his party ; but not succeeding ia 
bis design, he contented himself with setting eome 
slaves at liberty, and with them marcbed to besi^v 
ITosa, in. the territory of Turiauai. Q. Pssdius, tbe 
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pre tor, with a garrison of one legioD, commaiided ill 
the town ; and here Milo was slain by a stone from a 
■Mchine on the walls. CoslinSy giving ont that he wae 
gone to CsBsar, came to Thnrinm ; where, endeavoring 

to debauch the inhabitants, and corrupt, by promises 
of money, the Spanish and Gaulish horse, whom Cse- 
sar had sent thither to garrison the place, they slew 
him. Thus these dangerous beginnings, that by reason 
of the ranltiplicity of affairs wherewith the magistrates 
were distracted, and the ticklish situation of the times, 
threatened great revolutions, and alarmed all Italyi 
were brought to a safe and speedy issue* 

21. Libo leaving Oricum, with the fleet under bis 
command, consisting of fifty sail, came to Brundusium, 
and possessed himself of an island directly facing the 
karhor ; judging it of more consequence to secure a 
post, by which our transports must necessarily pass, 
than guard all the coasts and havens on the other side. 
As his arrival was unexpected, he surprised and burned 
some transports, and carried oflf a vessel loaded with 
corn* The consternation was great among our men, 
insoinuch, that having landed some foot, with a party 
of archers, in the night, he defeated our guard of ca* 
▼airy, and had so far the advantage, by the commodi- 
ousness of his post, that he wrote Pompey word, be 
might draw the rest of the navy on shore, and order 
them to be careened ; for he alone, with his squadron, 
would undertake to cut off Caesar's supplies. 

22. Antony was then at Brundusium, who, confiding 
in the valor of the troops, ordered some boats belong^ 
ing to the fleet to be armed with hurdles and galleries; 
and having filled them with chosen troops, disposed 
them in several places along the shore. At the same 
time, he sent two three-benched galleys, which he had 
catticd to be built at Brundusium, to the mouth of tho 
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litibor, M if with deaiga to nereiie the rowers. lihot 

perceiving them adTaaee boldly, and hoping he migbt 
be able to intercept them, detached five quadriremefl 
for that purpose. At their approach, our men rowed 
towards the harbor, %vhither the enemy, eager of the 
imrsiiit, inconsiderately followed them ; Sot now An-* 
tony'fl armed boats, on a signal given, came pouring 
on them from all parts, and on the very first onset 
took a quadrireme, with all the soldiers and sailors on 
board, and forced the rest to an ignominious flight. 
J!o add to this disgrace, the cavalry, which Antony had 
posted all along the coast, hindered the ^nemy firom 
watering; which reduced them to such straits, that 
Liho was forced to quit the blockade of Brundusium, 
and retire with his fleet. 

83. Several months had now passed; the winter 
was almost over; meantime, neither the ships nor 
the legions were yet arrived, which Caesar expected 
from Brundusium. He could not help thinking that 
some opportunities had been lost, as it was certain the 
wind had many times offered fiur, and there was a ae* 
cessity of trusting to it at last. The loi^r the delay 
in sending over the troops, the. more vigilant and alert 
were the enemy in guarding the coast, and the greater 
their confidence to hinder tlie passage ; nay, Pompeyt 
in his letters, frequently reproached them, that as they 
bad not prevented the first embarkation, they ought at 
least to take care that no more of the troops got over ; 
and the season itself was becoming less favorable, by 
the ^proach of milder weather, when the enemy's 
fleet would be able to act and extend itself. For these 
reasons, Csdsar wrote sharply to his lieutenants at 
Brundusium, charging them not to omit the first op<* 
portunity of sailing, as soon as the wind ofiered fair^ 

and to steer for the coast of ApoUoniat which they 
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could approach with less danger, as it was not so 
strictly guarded by the enemy, who were afraid of 
▼entuiing on a coast so ill provided with havens. 

S4. The lientenants, roused and emboldeaed by fliese 
letters, and encouraged by the exhortations of the 
troops themselves, who professed they were ready to 
face any danger for Caesar's sake, embarked under the 
direction of M. Antony and Fufins Kalenus ; and set* 
ting sail with the wind at south » fiassed Apollonia and 
i>yrrliaciiiitni next day. Being descried from the con-^ 
tinent, C. Coponius, who commanded the Rhodian 
squadron atDyrrhachium, put out to sea ; and the wind 
sUnckemng on ovr fleet, it was near falling into the 
Imids of Ae enemy ; but a fresh gale springing up at 
south, saved us from that danger. Coponius however 
desisted not from the pursuit, hoping, by the labor and 
perseverance of the mariners, to surmount the violence 
of the tempest ; and though we had passed D]rrrha« 
chium with a very hard gate, still eontinned to foUoW 
us. Our men, apprehensive of an attack, should the 
wind again chance to slacken, seized an advantage 
ibrtune threw in their way, and put into the port of 
Nytnpbaeitmy about tiiree miles beyond Lissns. This 
port is sheltered from the sontb-^West wind, but lies 
open to the south ; but they preferred the hazard they 
might be exposed to by the tempest, to that of fighting. 
At that instant, by an unusual piece of good fortune, 
the wind, which for two days had blown from the 
south, changed to the sontb-west. This was a sudden 
and favorable turn : for the fleet, so lately in danger 
from the enemy, was sheltered in a safe, commodious 
fott ; and that which threatened ours with destruction^ 
was in its torn exposed to the utmost peril. By this 
otiexpeeted change, the storm, which protected our 
fleet, beat so furiously ou the Rhodian galleys, that 
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tkey were all, to the nmnber of sixteen, broke ti> 
^cet against the shore. Most of the soldiers and 
mariners perished among the rocks; the rest were 
taken up by our men, and sent, by Caesar's orders, to 
their several homes. 

25. Two of our transports, unable to keep up with 
the rest, were overtaken by the night ; and not know- 
ing where the fleet had put in, cast anchor orer against 
JUmos. OtacilinsCrassus,whotommanded in the place, 
sent out some boats and small ressels to attack theme 
at' the same time he nrged them to a surrender, pro* 
mising quarter to such as would submit. One of these 
vessels carried two hundred and twenty new-raised 
soldiers; the other less than two hundred Teterans. 
On this occasion appeared, how great a defence against 
danger results from firmness of mind. The new lemst 
frighted at the number of their adTersaries, ud ^ 
tigged with sea-sickness, surrendered on promise of 
their lives ; but when they were brought to Otacilius, 
regardless of the oath he had taken, he ordered them 
all to be cruelly slain in his presence. The Teterans, 
\m the ccmtrary, though they had both the storm and a 
leaky yessel to struggle with, abated nothing of their 
wonted bravery ; but having spun out the time till 
night under pretence of treating, obliged the pilot to 
run the vessel ashore, where finding an advantageous 
post, they continued the remainder of the night. At 
day-break, Otaciliiis detached against them about feat 
hundred horse, who guarded that part of the coasts 
and pursued them sword in hand ; but they defended 
themselves with great bravery ; and having slain some 
of the enemy, rejoined, without loss, the rest of the 
troops. 

26. On this, the Roman citizens inhabiting Lissus, to 
Whom Cmsar had before made a grant of tlM tows; 
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•Abt forfifying^ it wifh groat card, opened their gatee 
Id AsleDy, and furnished him with every thing he 
stood in need of. Octacilius, dreading the conse-^ 
quencea of this revolution, quitted the place, and fled 
to Ponqpey. Antony having landed his tiioope, whioh 
oeubted of three votBran legions, one new raised, and 
eight hundred horse, sent most of the transports back 
again to Brundusium, to bring over the rest of the foot 
and cavalry ; retaining nevertheless some ships of 
Gaulish stmcturo, that if Ppimpey, imagining Italy 
Aeatiti^ of troops, shonM attempt to run thilher, as 
was commonly rumored, Caesar might be able to follow 
him. At the same time he gave Ceesar speedy notice 
of the number of forces he had brought over with him, 
* mad the piaee where he had landed* 
. 07. This intelligence reached dsesar and Pompey 
much about the same time ; for both had seen the fleet 
pass Apollonia and Dyrrhachium, and had in conse- 
quence directed tiieir march that way; but neither 
kneir, fow some days, into what harbor it had put. 
On the firat news ctf Antonyms landing, the two generals 
took different resolutions ; CsBsar to join him as soon 
as possible ; Pompey to oppose his march, and if pos* 
sible, draw him into an ambuscade. Both quitted 
ibakr caaqps on the Apsus about the same time ; Pom- 
pey, privately, daring the night ; Caesar, publicly, by 
day. But Cffsar, who had the river to cross, was 
obliged to fetch a compass, that he might come at a 
ibrd. Pompey, on the other hand, having nothing to 
ehstmsthin nuurch, advanced by great journeys against 
Aatony ; and understanding that he was not far off, 
posted his troops on an advantageous ground, ordering 
them to keep within their camp, and light no fires, that 
his approach might not be perceived. But Antony 
hoing interned of it by Ae GreekSi WMld not stir oat 
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of liis lines, and sendtiig immediate notice to Caesar^ 
WBB joined by him next day. On adyice of GaBsar'if 
arrival, Pompey, that he might not be shut up be^ 
tween two armies, quitted the place, and coming with 
all Lis forcebB to Asparagiuni, a town belonging to the i 
Dyrrhachians, eneamped there on an adTantageou^ 
ground* • 

28. About the same time Scipio, notwithstanding 
some cliccks he had received near Mount Amanus, 
assumed the title of emperor ; after which he exacted 
great sums of money from the neighboring states and 
princes ; oMiged the farmers of the revenue to pay the 
two years' taxes, which lay in their hands, and.ad^t 
vauce a third by way of loan, and sent orders to the 
whole province for levying cavalry. Having got a 
sufficient number together, he quitted the Partbians, 
his nearest enemies, who not long before bad slaiit 
M« Crassns, and held Bibulns invested, and marched 
out of Syria with his legions and cavalry. When he 
arrived in Asia Minor, he found the whole country 
filled with terror on account of the Parthian war ; and 
the soldiers themselves declared that they were readjf 
to march against an enemy, but would never bear armtf 
against a consul, and their fellow-citizens. To stifle 
these discontents, he made considerable presents to the 
troops, quartered them in Pergamus and other ridl 
towns, and gave up the whole country to their discre« 
tion. Meanwhile the money demanded of the pro* 
vince was levied with great rigor, and various pre* 
tences were devised to serve as a ground to new ex- 
actions. Slaves and freemen were subject to a capi^^ 
tation tax. Imposts were laid on pillars and doors of 
houses* Corui soldiers^ mariners, arms, engines, cap« 
riages — ^in a word, every thing that had a name, fur* 
nished a sufficient handle for extorting money. Go* 
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Vernors were appointed not only over towns, buf over 
Tillages and castles ; and he that acted with the greatest 
rigor and druelty was accontited the worthiest man, 
tind best citiaseti. The ]^rovince swarmed with lietors^ 
overseers, and collectors, who, besides the sums im- 
posed by public authority, exacted money likewise on 
their own account, coloring their iniquitous demands 
With a i^retence that they bad been expelled their 
etjmntry and native- homes, and were in extreme want 
of ev^ry thing. Add to all these calamities, immode- 
rate usury, an evil almost inseparable from war ; for 
Sis great sums are then exacted, beyond what a country 
is able to furnish, they are obliged to apply for a delay, 
Which at Uny price is still accounted a favor. Thus 
Hie debts of the province increased considerably dur- 
ing these two years. Nor were the Roman citizens the 
only sufferers on this occasion ; for certain sums were 
demanded of every state and corporation, as a loan on 
the senate's decree ; and the farmers of the revenue 
were ordered to advance the liext yearns tribute, in 
like mauner as when they first entered on office. Be-* 
sides ail this, Scipio gave orders for seizing the trea- 
sures of the temple of Diana at Ephesus, with all the 
etatnes of that goddess. But when he came to the 
tmnple, attended by many persons of senatorian rank^ 
lie received letters from Pompey, desiring him to lay 
aside all other concerns, and make what haste he 
could to join him, because Ca;sar had passed into 
Greece with his whole army. In consequence of this 
order, be sent back the senators who bad been sum« 
Acmed to attend bim at Epfaesus, made preparations 
tot passing into Macedonia, and began his march a few 
days after. Thus the Ephesian treasures escaped being 
plandered. 

•« 20. Caesar baying joined Antony's army, and re<« 
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called the legion lie Imd left at Orienm io goaid tikt 
•ea-coast, judged it neeessary to adyance farther into 
(he country, and possess himself of the more distant 
provinces. At the same time deputies arrived from 
Thessaly and iEtolia^ with acsttraaees of subnuauon 
&om all the rtatea in those parts, {urovidad be would 
send troops io defead them. AeomrdiDgly he dOf 
spatched L. Cassius Longinus, with a legion of new 
levies, called the twenty>seventh, and two hundred 
horse, into Xbessaly ; and C. Calvisius Sabinnp, with 
ire c<diorts, and sooie eaTahry, into uStoUa ; duurglog 
Aem in a particular manner, as those provineen lay 
the nearest to his camp, that they would take care to 
furnish bim with corn. He likewise ordered Cn. Do* 
mitius Calvinus, with the eleventh and twelfth Iegions» 
and five hnndred horse, to march into Macedonia : iwt 
Menedemns, the principal man of that conn^, having 
come ambassador to Gsssar, had assured him o{ the 
affection of the province. 

30. Calvisius was well received by the ^tolians, 
and having driven the enemy's garrisons fywk CalgrdM 
and Naupactam, possessed himself of the whole coon^ 
try. Cassias arriving in Thessaly with his legion, 
found the state divided into two factions. Egesaretus, 
a man in years, and of established credit, favored 
Pompey; Petreius, a young nobleman of the fimt 
rank, exerted his whele interest io behalf of Caessar* 

31. Abont the Mme time Domitins arrived in Ma* 
cedonia ; and while deputies were attending him from 
all parts, news came that Scipio approached with his 
legions, which spread a great alarm through the conn* 
try ; asftune, for the most part, magoiSes the first iqpt-* 
pearanoes of things. Scipio, withont stopping any 
where in Macedonia, advanced by great noarches to- 
wards Domitius ; but being come withiQ twenty nules 
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6f bim, suddenly changed his route, and turned off to 
Thessaly, in quest of Cassius Longinus. This was 
done so expeditiously, that lie had actually arrived 
with bis troops when Cassiiis reeeiTsd the first Botiee 
ei hUB mareh ; for to make the more dispatch he had 
left Iff. FaTODiiis at the river Haliacmon, which sepa- 
rates Macedonia from Thessaly, with eight cohorts to 
guard the baggage of the legions, and ordered him to 
ereet a fort there. At the same time, kiog Cotosi' 
eftndry^ whieh had been acenstomed to make inroade 
Into Thessaly, eame pouring on Gasms^ camp; who, 
knowing that Scipio was on his march, and believing 
the cavalry to be his, retired in a fright to the moun* 
tains that begirt Thessaly, and thence directed his 
eearse towards Amhf aeia. Scipio preparing to IbUow 
liilB, leeeived tettete firom M.. Fkvonins,thnt Domitine 
was coming up with his legions, nor would it be pos- 
sible for him to maintain the post he was in, without 
his assistance* Scipio^ on this intelligence, changed 
Me fesohitiotti gave over the pmrsuit^ of Cassius, and 
ndvMced to the relief of nmmios. As he marched 
day end night without intermiasion, he arrived so op- 
portunely, that the dust of Domitius' army, and his 
advanced parties, were descried at the same time. 
Thus Pomitius' care pres^ved Cassins, and Scipio's 
iHligence Favonims* 

Seipio oontimiing two days in bis camp on the 
Haliacmon, which ran between him and the army of 
Domitius, put his troops in motion on the third, and by 
day-break forded the river. Early next morning he 
drew up his treope in order of battle at the head of 
BOB camp* Domitinswas not nverse to an engagement ; 
but as between the two camps there was a plain of six 
miles, he thought that the fittest place for a field of 
battle^ and drew np hie men at some distance from 
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Seipio's camp. Sclpio would not stir from bUfMl; 

yet hardly could Domitins restrain his men from ad- 
vancing to attack him, though a rivulet with steep 
banks* that ran in tho front of the enemy's camp, opr 
posed tbeir passage. Soq[>io observing tbe keennesa 
and alacrity of our troops, and fearing that next day 
he should cither be forced to fight against his will, pr 
ignominiously keep within his camp ; after great ex- 
pectations raised, by too hastily i^rossing t}iQ river* 
be saw all bis projeets defeated; luid decampiug in 
great silence during tbe night, returned to bis form^ 
station, beyond the Haliacmon, and posted himself on 
a rising ground near the river. A few days after, he 
formed an ambuscade of cavalry, by night, in a place 
wbere oor men were wont to forage ; and when Q% Yn-r 
rus, who commanded tbe iiorse nnder Domitins, came 
next day, according to custom, suddenly the enemy 
rose from their lurking holes : but our men bravely 
SQStained the attack, soon recovered th^ix ranks, and 
in tbeir turn vigorously charged the enemy* Aboiit 
four-score fell on. this occasion ; tbe rest betook tbem<* 
selves to flight ; and our men returned to their Qiimp, 
with the loss of only two of their number, 

33. After this rencounter, Domitiua boping to draw 
Sdpio to a battle, feigned to decamp for want of pror 
visions ; and having made tbe usual signal for retrestt* 
ing, after a march of three miles, drew |ip his cavalry 
and legions in a convenient plain, shrouded from the 
enemy^s view. Scipio, preparing to folloMf, sent tbe 
borse and ligbt^anned infantry before to explore bis 
route, and examine tbe situation of )h« oountry« 
,When they were advanced a little way, and tbeir first 
squadrons had come within reach of our ambush; 
beginning to suspect something from the neighing of 
the horses, tbey wheeled about, m prder to re^eirt ; 
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^hich the troops that followed observing, suddenly 
baited. Our luen, fiadiog that the ambush was dis- 
coveredi and knowing it would be in rain to wait for 
the rest of Ae army, fell on the two squadrons that 
'were most advanced. M. Opimius, general of the horse 
to Doraitius, was amongst these, but some how found 
means to escape. All the rest were either slain or 
made prisoners. 

• 94. Caesar having drawn off his garrisons from the 
nea^coast, as we have related above, left three cohorts 
at Oricum to defend the town, and committed to their 
charge the galleys he had brought out of Italy. AciliiUf 
-one of bis lientenants, had the command of these troops ; 
who^ for the greater security, eansed the ahipa to hp 
^rawn np into the harbor behind the town, and made 
them fast to the shore. He likewise sunk a transport 
in the mouth of the haven, behind which another rode 
-at anchor, on whose deck a tower was* erected, fadng 
the entrance of the 'port, and filled with troops, to be 
ready in case of surprise. Young Pompey, who com- 
manded the Egyptian fleet, having notice of this, came 
to Oricum ; weighed up the vessel that had been sunk 
in the month of the harbor, and, after an obstinate re- - 
-fiatance, took the other, which had been placed there 
by AciKus to guard the haven. He then brought for- 
ward his fleet, on which he had raised towers, to fight 
with the greater advantage ; and having surrounded the 
4own on all sidea, attacked it by land with scaling lad- 
Hlere, and by sea from the towers, sending freah men 
tsontinnally in the place of those that were fatigued, 
. and thereby obliging us to yield, through weariness 
and wounds. At the same time he seized an eminence, 
-on the other side of the town, which seemed a kind of 
4iatnral mole, and almost formed a peninanla. orer 
ugainst Orlcttm ; and by ineans of. this neck of \and, 
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earned four small galleys, on rollers, into the inner 
part of the haven. Thus the galleys that were made 
last to the land, and destitute of troops, being attacked 
on all mdea, foar were earned off» and the rest bsraed* 
Thk aftir deapatebed, ke left D. LsriUiie, wbom he 
had taken from the command of the Asiatic fleet, to 
prevent the importation of provisions from Biblis and 
Amantia ; and sailing for Lissus, attacked and burned 
the thirty traBtportfl vrhieh Antony bad left in tbat 
baymi. He eadeavored Iftewiee to lake the town ; but 
the Roman citizens of that district, aided by the gar- 
rison Caesar had left, defended it so well, that at the 
end of three days, he retired without effecting bia pur- 
poee, baviag lost soaie men in tbe attempt* 

35. Cs&sar beiag lAforoied tb«t Pompey was al Aft* 
pamgitim, marebed tbitber with bis army ; and baving 
taken the capital of the Partbinians by the way, where 
Pompejr bad a- garrison, arrived the third day in Mace- 
donia, and eneamped at a snali distance from the 
enemy* The next day he drew oat all his fosees^ 
£mned them before bis camp, and offsred Pompey 
battle. Finding that he kept within his lines, he led 
back bis troops, and began to think of pursuing other 
measures* Aecordanglyt on tbe morrow by a kmg €i»- 
enit, and tbrongh very narrow and diffienll ways, I10 
marched, with all bis forees, to Dytrbachinm ; hoping 
either to oblige Pompey to follow him thither, or cut 
off his communication with the town, where he had 
laid up all bis proYisions, and nmg^ines of war; whieh 
Jiappened aeoordingly : for Pompey, at first, not pene* 
trating his design, because he counterfeited a route di^ 
ferent from what he really intended, imagined he had 
been obliged to decamp for want of provisions : but 
being afterwards informed of the truth, by has scout% 
he quitted his camp nesat dayi. in h^pes to pcoreat him 
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hf taking • mmatw wa^t. Gmst, suspecting whal wighl 
happen, exhorted bis soldiers to bear the fatigue pa** 
tiently ; and allowing them to repose during only a 
small part of the night, arrived next morning at Dyr- 
rhachium, where he iiniiiedialely fovmed a camp, |iui 
as Pompaj'e Tan began to afipear at a duitance. 

96. Pompay, tbna exclnded from Bynphaebuiniy anA 
anaUe te exeente hie itet design, eanie to a reec^ntion 
of encamping on an eminence, called Petra, whefe wae 
a tolerable harbor, sheltered from some winds. Here 
he ordered part of his fleet to attend him, and corn and 
proYieione to be brought kini £tom Asia and the other 
fiofineea enl^eel to hie eommaad. Caesar, apprehend- 
ing the war wonld ran into length, and despairing ct 
At euppliee from Italy, beeanse tha eoaete were so 
strictly guarded by Pompey's ieel, and his own gal* 
leys, built, the winter before, in Sicily, Gaul, and 
Italy, were not yet arrived, despatched L. Canuleins, 
am of his lieutenants, to Epirns for com. And be* 
ennee that eonatry lay at a gtfi dietaaee from hie 
eamp, 1m boHt granariee In several plaeee, and wrote 
in tlM neftghborlug etatea to earry tfaeir com tfaUhetw 
He likewise ordered search to be made fot what corn 
could be found in Lissus, the country of the Parthini- 
ans, and the other principalities in those parts. This 
Amounted to very little ; partly ooeasioned by the soil^ 
wbieh in ie«gh and nmutainoiiSy and oUigee the uSf 
Imbttanti often to import grain ; parily beeanse Pobv» 
pey, foreeeeing Csssar's wants, bad, sonw dnys beibre^ 
ravaged the country of the Parthinians, piniidered tbeir 
houses, and, by means of his cavalry, carried olT all 
their corn. 

S7. For these reasons, Ciesar formed a project, which 
Ae vary nature of tbe eonntry snggested. All round 
Faippey's oampi nt n email dielanee, were bigb a«d 
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fiteep hills. Csesar took possession of tbose hills, and 
^uilt forts on them ; resolving, as the nature of the 
grQiind would alloWf to draw lines of commimicatioti 
•firom one foft to another, and inclose Pompey witliia 
his works. His Tiews lierein were ; first, to facilitate 
the passage of his convoys, which the enemy's cavalry, 
which was very strong and fine, would no longer cut 
off; nexty to distress this very cavalry, for want of 
Ibrage ; and lastly, to lessen the great reputation and 
high idea entertained of Pompey, when it should be 
•reported all over the world that he had suffered him- 
self to be blockaded, and, as it were, imprisoned by 
-Cassar's works, and durst not hazard a battle to set 
himself at liberty. 

i 38. Pompey would neither leave the sea and Dyrrhn* 

chium, where he had all his magazines and engines of 
.war, and whence he was supplied with provisions by 
means of his fleet ; nor could he prevent the progress 
of Caesar's works, without fighting, which, at that time, 
die was determined against. He could do nothing there^ 
fore but extend himself, by taking as many bills, and 
as large a circuit of country as possible, to give his ad- 
/rersary the more trouble, and divide his forces. This 
-he did, by raising twenty-four forts, which took in a 
idrcumferenceof fifteen miles, wherein were arable and 
pasture lands, to feed his horses and beasts of burden; 
And as our men had carried their circumvallation quite 
•round, by drawing lines of communication from fort to 
ibrt, to prevent the sallies of the enemy, and guard 
tigainst the attacks in their rear ; in like manner, Pom»> 
)^ey's men had surrounded themselves with lines, to 
hinder us from breaking in on them, and charging them 
behind. Tliey even perfected their works first, because 
they had more hands, and a less circuit to inclose. 
When GsBsar endeavored to gain any place^ Po^ipey, 
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tbous^h determined not to oppose him with all his 
forces, nor hazard a general action, failed not however 
to detach parties of archers and sUiigerSt who wounded 
great numbers of our men, and oocasiotted such a dread 
of their arrows, that almost all the soldiers furnished 
themselves with coats of mail, or thick leather^ to guard 
against tliat danger. 

I 39. Both parties disputed every post with great ob- 
sttnacy : Caesar, that be might inclose Pompey within 
88 narrow a space as possible; and Pompey, that he 

might have liberty to extend himself; which occasioned 
many sharp skirmishes. In one of these, Caesar's ninth 
legion having possessed themselves of an eminence^ 
which they began to fortify, Pompey seized the opfMH 
ffle mount, with a resolution to hinder their works^ 
As the access on one side was very easy, he sent first 
some archers and slingers, and afterwards a strong de- 
tachment of light-armed foot, plying us, at the same 
time, with his military engines ; which obliged our meo 
to desist, as they ibund it impossible at once to sustain 
the enemy's charge, and go forward with their works* 
Cassar, perceiving that his men were wounded from all 
sides, resolved to quit the place and retire. But as the 
4e8cent, by which he must retreat, was pretty steep, 
the Pompeiaos charged him briskly in drawing off; 
imagining he gave way through fear. Pompey went 
so far as to say * that he consented to be accounted a 
general of no merit, if Caesar's men got off without 
considerable loss/ Caesar, concerned about the retreat 
^ his men, ordered hurdles to be fixed on the ridge of 
the hill fronting the enemy: behind which he dug a 
inoderate ditch, and rendered the place as inaccessible 
as he could, on all sides. When tliis was done, he 
^egan to file off the legionary soldiers, supporting them 
j^y fK>me )ight-armed troops, posted on thw flanks^ 
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who, with arrows and stones, might repulse the enemy* 
Pompey's troops failed not to pursue them, with great 
outcries and fierce menaces, overturned the hurdles, 
iad used them as badges to get over the dilelu Which 
Caesar obsenring, and fearing some disastmr Biighi 
ensue, should he seem to be driven from a post whMl 
he quitted voluntarily; when bis forces were got half 
dowa the hill, encouraging them by Antony, who had 
the eoromand of that legKm, he gave the signal to face 
abonty and fiUl on the enemy« Inunediatriy tbe soldiera 
- of the ninth legion, forming themselves into dose Ofdet; 
launched their darts ; and advancing briskly up the 
hill against the enemy, forced them to give ground, 
and at last betake themsdves to flight : which was not 
a little inconmioded by the btivdles» palisades^ and 
ditch, Caesar had thrown up to stop their pursuit* Bttt 
our men, who sought only to secure their retreat, hav- 
ing killed several of the enemy, and lost only five of 
their own number, retired without the least distarbaaeei 
and snclosiog some other bills within tbeir linee^ eoa^ 
pleted the circumvallation. 

40. This method of making war was new and extra- 
ordinary ; as well in regard to the number of forts, the 
extent of the cireumv^lationy the greatness of tbe workey 
and tbe manner of attaek and defence, as on other ae<^ 
counts: f&t whoeirer undertakes to inrvest another, is, fov 
the most part, moved thereto, either by some previous 
defeat he has sustained, the knowlege of his weakness^ 
to take advantage of his distressest ta profit by a supe« 
fiority of forces ; or, in flne, to cut oiF his provinkmei 
which is the most ordinary cause of these attempts* 
But Caesar, with an inferior force, besieged Pompey^ 
whose troops were intire, in good order^ and abounded 
in all things : for ships arrived every day, turn all 
ftti^B, with profidoAs; ner ^eonld tbe wind bloir tmm 
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my quarter that was not fiiTcrable to some of them ; 

whereas Caesar's army, having consumed all the corn 
round ahout, was reduced to the last necessities* 
Nevertheless the soldiers bore all with singular pati« 
wee ; reBrnnberiog, that though reduced to the lib^ 
extremity the year before, in Spain, they had yet, by 
their assiduity and perseverance, put an end to a very 
formidable war. They called to mind too their suffer- 
mgB At Alesiai and their still greater distresses before 
▲▼aricum, by wbioh^ howey^, they triumphed over 
mighty nations. When barley or pulse was given them 
instead of corn, they took it cheerfully, and thought 
themselves regaled when they got any cattle, which 
Eplrus furnished them with in great abundance. They 
4iiCOveied in the country a root, called charai which 
Ihey pounded and kneaded wUh milk, so as to make a 
sort of bread of it. This furnished a plentiful supply ; 
and when their adversaries reproached them with their 
want, by way of answer to their insults, they threw 
their loayes at them. 

41. By this time the corn began to ripen, and the 
hopes of a speedy supply supported the soldiers under 
their present wants. Nay, they were often heard to. 
say one to another that they would sooner live on the 
bark of trees, than let Pompey escape : for they were 
mibrmed from time to time, by deserters, that their 
horses were idmost starved, and the rest of their cattle 
actually dead; that the troops themselves were very 
sickly ; partly occasioned by the narrow space in 
which they were inclosed, the number and noisome 
smeU of dead carcasses, and the daily fatigue to which 
they were unaccustomed, partly by their extreme want 
of water. For Caesar had either turned the course of 
all the rivers and brooks that ran into the sea, or 
danwed up their currents* And as tl^e country was 
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mountainous, intermixed with deep valleys, by driving 
piles into the earth, and covering them with mould, 
he stopped up the course of the waters. This ohliged 
the enemy to search for low and marshy places* and 
to dig wells, which added to their daily labor. l%e 
wells, too, when discovered, lay at a considerable 
distance from some parts of the army, and were soon 
dried up by the heat. Csesar's army, on the contrary, 
was very healthy, abounded in water, and had plenty 
bf all kinds of provisions, com excepted, which they 
hoped to be soon supplied with, as the season was now 
pretty far advanced, and harvest approached. 

42. In this new method of making war, new stra** 
tagems Were every day put in practice by both gene* 
rals. Pompey's soldiers, observing by the fires the 
place where our cohorts were on gnard, stole thitlier 
privately by night, and pouring on them a flight of 
arrows, retired instantly to their camp, which obliged 
bur tneii to have fires in one place^ and keep guard in 
another. 

43. Meanwhile P. Sylla, whom Csmar, at his de- 
parture, had left to command the camp, being in- 
formed of what passed, came to the assistance of the 
cohort with two legions. His arrival soon put the 
Pompeians to fiight, who could not stand the very- 
ibight and shock of his troops ; but seeing their first 
ranks broken, took to their heels, and quitted the 
place. Sylla checked the ardor of his men, whom he 
would not suffer to continue the pursuit too far; and 
it was the general belief, that had he pursued the 
enemy warmly, that day might have put an end to flie 
war. His conduct, however, cannot be justly cen- 
sured ; for the difference is great between a lieutenant 
and a general : the one is tied up to act according to 
instructicms ; the other, free from ifestrainti is at li* 
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kcrty to lay bold of all advantages. Sylla, who was 
left by Caesar to take care of the camp, was satisfied 
with having disengaged his own men, and had no in- 
teotioD to hazard a general actkmy which might hav« 
been attended with ill coMeqnenceSy and would have 
todLed like anrogatiBg the part of a general. The 
Ponpeiana fonnd it no easy matter to make good theiY 
retreat; for having advanced from a very disadvan-* 
tageous post to the summit of the hill, they had reason 
to fear our men would charge them in descending ; and 
the rather, as it was very near sunset^ for they had 
protracted the affair almost till night, in hopes of ac- 
Cdmplishing their design. Thus Pompey, compelled 
by necessity^ immediately took possession of an emi* 
nence, at such a distance from our fort, as to be secure 
from darts and military engines. Here he encamped, 
threw up an intreuchment, and drew his forces toge- 
ther to defend the place. 

44^ At the same time we were engaged in two other 
places ; for Porapey attacked several castles together, 
to diTide our forces, and hinder the forts from mnta- 
ally succoring one another. In one of these, Volca- 
tius Tulius, with three cohorts, sustained the charge 
of a whole legion, and forced them to retire. In the 
other, the Germans, sallying out of their intrench- 
meatS) slew several of the enemy, and returned again 
without loss* 

46. Thus there happened no less than six actions in 

one day ; three near Dyrrhachium, and three about 
the lines. In computing the number of the slain, it 
appeared that Pom pay lost about two thousand men, 
^iUh several volunteers and centurions, among whom' 
was Valerius Flaccus, the son of Lucius, who bad 
formerly been plretor of Asia* We gained six stan- 
dardsy iHth the loss of no more than twenty iaeti in all 
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iib» aUackf ; but im the itat^ bot a mUw iiopii 
\mg woanded ; and four oaituiioiii belonging to ew 
cobort lost their eyes. As a proof of the danger the^ 

had been exposed to, and the eflforts they had sustained, 
they brought and counted to Caesar about thirty 
thousand arrows that had been shot into the fort, ani 
•bowed him the centurion Scseva's bookler, which WM 
pierced in two handred and thiriy plaoM, CaMnr, m 
a reward I6r bis aervioes both to hknaelf and the !•« 
public, presented him with two hundred thousand 
asses, and advanced him directly from the eighth rank 
of captains to the first ; it appearinpf that the preser- 
yation of the fort was dbiefly owing to his ralor* He 
aUo di^ributed military rewards among the oMier 
officers and soldiera of that oohorty and awigiied Am 
dmUe pay, and a doable aUowaaee of cora. 

46. Pompey labored all night at his fortifications, 
raised redoubts the following days, and having carried 
his works fifteen feet high, covered that part of his 
Canp with mantelets. Five days after, taking advan- 
tage of a Tcry dark night, he wailed ap the gates of hie 
camp, rendered all the arenues impvaddeaUe ; aad 
drawing out his troops in great silenoe i^bont mU« 
night, returned to his former works. 

47. iEtolia, Acarnania, and Amphilochis, having 
been reduced by Cassius Longinus, and Calvisius 
Sabinus, as we have related above, Caesar thought it 
expedient to pursue his conquests, and attempt to gfOM 
Achaia. Accordingly he despatched Fnfins Kelems 
thither, ordering Sabians and Cassias to join hkiy 
with the cohorts under their command. Rutilins Lu* 
pus, Pompey's lieutenant in Achaia, hearing of their 
approach, resolved to fortify the isthmus, and thereby 
hinder Fufius from entering the province. Delphos, 

Thebes, and OrcboBien«s» Tdnntarily snbmiited in 
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Kaletms ; some states he obtained by force, and, send** 
ii^ deputies to the rest, endeavored to make them de« 
€iare lor CtMsr. These negodatkm found •nffinMiC 
Mpleyment for Fiitiia. 

48. Caesar, meanwhile, drew up his army every 
day, offering Pompey battle on equal ground ; and, to 
provoke him to accept it, advanced so near his camp, 
that his van was within engine-shot of the ramparC* 
PMipey, to preserve his reputation, drew out his le<i 
gions too, but posted them in sueh a manner, that his 
third line touched the rampart, and the whole army 
lay under cover of the weapons discharged from 
thence. 

49. Whilst tiiese things passed in Adiaia and al 
DjrrrhaeUum, and it was now known that Scipto hail 

arrived in Macedonia, Cajsar, still adhering to his for- 
mer views of peace, despatched Clodius to him, an in- 
timate friend of both, whom he had taken into his ser* 
▼iee on Sdpio's reeonrniendation. At his departure, 
he diarged Urn with letters and instmctiotts to this 
effect: * That he had tried all ways to bring about a 
peace ; but believed he had hitherto miscarried* 
through the fault of those to whom his proposals 
were addressed, because they dreaded presenting 
them to Pompey at an improper time : that he knew 
Sdpio's authority to be such, as not only privi. 
leged him to advise freely, but even to enforce his 
counsels, and compel the obstinate to hearken to rea* 
son : that he was possessed of an independent com- 
maad, and had an army at his disposal to give weight 
to Ins interposition : that in employing it for so desira* 
ble an end, he would gain the indisputable praise of 
having restored quiet to Italy, peace to the provinces, 
and saved the empire.' Clodius reported this com- 
■lisstou to . Seipio^ and at fiipt met with a forocaUi 
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receptibiiy but was aflerwirds denied andienees tot 
Favoiiiiis haying sharply reprimanded Scipio, as we 
learned after the conclusion of the war, the negotiation 
was discontinued, and Clodius returned to Cmax 
witttont suecess. 

60. CsBsari the mere effectnally to shot up Poupey't 
liorse at Dy rrhaebinm, and binder them from foraging, 
blocked up the two narrow passes, of which we have 
spoken, with strong works, and raised forts to defend 
them. Pompey finding his cavahry rendered by this 
means unservieeable, conreyed them some 4ays after by 
sea to bis camp again* Forage was so scarce, that they 
were forced to have recourse to the leaves of trees, 
and the roots of green reeds, bruised ; for the corn 
sown within their lines was all coasiimed; nor had 
they bad any supplies but what came a long way about 
by sea, from Corcyra and Acarnania ; and even this 
was so inconsiderable, that to increase the quantity, 
they were forced to mix it with barley, and by these 
contriyances support their horses. At last« all expe-* 
dients being exhausted, and the horses dying daily, 
Pompey thought it time to attempt to force the bar" 
ricade, and set himself at liberty. 

51. Among the cavalry in Ceesar's camp were two 
brothers, Allobrogians by birth, named Roscillus and 
MgaSf the sons of Adbucillus, who had long held the 
chief sway in his own state ; men of singular brayery, 
and who had been of signal service to Caesar in all his • 
Gallic wars : for these reasons he had raised them to 
the highest offices in their own country, got them cfeiosen 
into the senate before they were of age, giy^a them 
lands in Gaul taken from the enemy, besides pecuniary 
rewards to a great value, insomuch that from very mo- 
derate beginnings they had risen to vast wealth. 
These men were not only highly honored by Cemur on 



kjiu^cd by Google 



.CIVJL WAR.— BOOK III 



131 



«!eeditiit of their InraTery, bnt in great Esteem witb' 

thewhole army. But presuming on Caesar's friend- 
ship, and foolishly elated with their prosperity, they 
used the troopers ill, defrauded them , of their pay, 
aod secreted all the plunder to their own' use. The 
Chmlkh cavalry, offraded at these proceedings, went 
in a body to Csesar, and openly complained of the two 
brothers ; adding among other accusations^ that, by 
giving in false musters, they received pay for more men 
than they had* Caosar not thinking it a proper time 
for animadversion, and regarding them'greatly on ac- 
count of their valor, declined all public notice of the 
affair, and contented himself with reprimanding them 
in. ][>rivate, admonishing them to expect every thing 
l^dm.his friendship, and to measure their future hopes 
by the experience of what he had already done for 
them. This rebuke, however, disgusted them greatly, 
and very much lessened their credit with the whole 
army, which they easily perceived, as well from the 
raillery they were often .forced to bear, as in conse- 
quence of the secret reproaches and sense of their own 
minds. Thus prompted by shame, and perhaps ima- 
gining they were not cleared, but reserved to a more 
favorable opportunity, they resolved tod esert, to try 
timr fortunes elsewhere, and search for new friend-* 
ships. Having imparted their design to a few of their 
clients, whom they judged fit instruments for so black 
a treason, they first attempted to murder C. Volu- 
■enus, general of the cavalry, (as was afterwards 
knomi, when the war was over,) that by so signal a 
piece of service they might the more effiefctually re- 
commend themselves to Pompey's favor. But finding 
that design attended with great hazard, and that no fa- 
vorable opportunity offered for putting it in execution, 
they borrowed all the money they could, under pre* 
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Ulite of reimbursing the troops, and making restitn^ 
fioD ; and baring bought up a great number of horses; 
went OTer to Pompey, with those whom they had madie 
•efmkitad with thair iitnga. As tiiey were peneei 
ef noble bnrtt, liberally edneated, cane with a appeal 
trahi of horses and servants, had been highly honored 
by Caesar, and were universally esteemed on account 
of their valor, Pompey carried them oatentationaly 
mm all the oamp, triwmphing in tbia new and omwaal 
ae^iaition; for till then, neither horse nor foot ael« 
dier had deserted from Caesar to Pompey ; whereas 
scarce a day passed without some desertion from Pom* 
pey's army, especiaily among the new levies iu EpiruSt 
iiBtoliat and tiiose oountrtes that had declared for Cae-r 
sar. The brothers being well acqoainted with the 
eottdttion of Gaasar's camp, what was wanting to oom^ 
plete the fortifications, where the foible of the lines 
lay, the particular times, distance of places, strength 
and vigilance of the gn«rd% with the ten^^r and oha* 
raeler of the oSbeotB who commanded in every poet^ 
made an exact report of all to Pompey. 

52. On this intelligence, having already formed the 
design of forcing Caesar's lines, be ordered the soldiers 
to make coverings of osier for their helmets, and 
vide tiiemselves with fascines. This dene^ ho esH 
barked by night, in boats and snudl barks, a greal 
number of Itgbt-armed troops and archers, with the 
fascines for filling up Caesar's trenches; and having 
drawn together sixty cohorts from the greater camp 
and forls^ led them abent midnigiH towards that pari 
of the enemy's lines nearest the sea, a good distmiee 
irem the main camp. Thither likewise be despatched 
the barks, on board of which were the light-armed 
troops and fascines, together with all the galleys thai 

lay fit I>yrrhacbiam,; giving eack their jwrtiottlar mt 
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8tnictioii9. Lentulas Marcelliniis the quiestof, witfc 
the ninth legion had charge of this part of the fortifi* 
cations ; and aa his baaltli was but inirm, Ommt hmi 
joned Fttlmis PosOrainm whh Mm in the conmiaiid. 

63» This place was guarded by a ditch, fifteen feet 
broad, with a rampart towards the enemy, ten feet 
high, and of equal thickness. Behind thiSt at the dia^ 
tance of six hundred feet, was another rampait, somtp 
MhiI lower than (to fbmier, and flronting the eontrary 
IWf. Cvsar, apprehending an attack from the sea, 
hnd raised this double rampart, some days before, that 
he might be able to defend himself against the enemy, 
riKNild they charge Bim on both, aides at oiiee. Bui 
Hie extent of tiie wonniTaUation, and the eontmnetl 
labor of so many days, in inclosing a space of eighteen 
miles, had not allowed us time to finish the work. 
Accordingly, the line of communication, which ran 
idong. the aea*side, and was to have joined these two 
nmpftrts, was not yet completed. Tliis Pompey was 
informed of by the AUobrogian brothers, which proved 
of fatal consequence to us : for while some cohorts of 
the ninth legion were on guard, near the sea, suddenly 
the Pompeiana arrired about day-beaky and snrpnaed 
flmn by their nnexpeeted iq^iearanee. At the aemt 
time die troops tiiat came by sea, launched theb darts 
against the outward rampart, and began to fill up the 
ditch with fascines ; while the legionary soldiery 
planting their scaling-ladders against the inner work% 
and plymg those that deftnded them with darts an4 
Mgines, spread a general terror over that part of the 
camp, which was still increased by the multitude of 
archers that came pouring on them, from all sides* 
The osiers they had bound round their helmetSf eon*- 
tribiited gfeaOy to defend them fnm the stones thfown 
down from the rampart, which were the only wesp<>iif 
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we bad. At last, all things going against us, and our 
resistance becoming every moment more languid, the 
enemy discovered the defect before epokra of in our 
lioee I and landing their men between the two ram^. 
parts, where the line of eommnnieation towards the 
sea remained unfinished, they attacked our soldiers in 
the rear, and obliged them to abandon both aides of 
the works. 

' 64. Marcellinns hearing of tUa disorder, detaehed 
.some cohorts to sustain the flying troops : but as the 
rout %vas become general, they could neither persuade 
them to rally, nor were able themselves to withstand 
the enemy's charge. The like happened to a second 
4letaobment ; insomnch that the sereral supplies sent^ 
by catching the general terror, senred only to add to 
•the confUfsion and danger ; for the multitude of run- 
aways rendered the retreat the more difficult. In this 
action, the eagle-bearer of the ninth legion finding 
-liimself dangerously wounded, and that his streoglh 
•liegan to fail, called to some troopers who passed by, 
and said, * I have preserved to the last moment of my 
life, with the greatest care, this eagle, with which I 
have been entrusted ; and, now I am dying, I return 
it to Caesar^ with the same fidelity. Carry it to bim\ 
I beseech yon ; nor suffer Csesar^s arms to CKperienoei 
in losing it, an ignominy, with which they hare besfli 
hitherto unacquainted/ Thus the eagle was pre- 
/served ; but all the centurions of the first cohort were 
slain, except the first captain of'the Principes. ' ' - 
* 55. And now tiie Pompeians, having made gfwt 
slaughter of our men, approached the qnartersof Mnw 
cellinus, to the no small terror of the rest of the co- 
horts ; when Marc Antony, who commanded in the 
Ineatest redoubts, on notice of what passed, was seen 
^ttescending from the higher growd, at the head of 
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..furelve cohorts. His arrival put a stop to the enemy'g 
progress, and by enabling our men to recover from 
their extreme terror, restored them to their wonted 
eoiurage. Soon ailer Oassar arrived in person with 
'smne troops, being apprised of the attack by the smoke 
ef the Ibrts, the nsmd signal on these oeoasions ; and 
perceiving the loss he had sustained, and that Poropey 
had forced the lines, being able to forage, and having 
ma easy eommtinication with the sea ; he quitted his 
ibroMr prqjeety which had proved onauccessfoli and 
mcamped as near Pompey as he could. 
" 56. When the intrenchments were finished, Caesar 
had notice from his scouts, that a certain number of 
the enemy^s cohorts, which to them appeared a com* 
l^lele legion, were retired behind a wood, and seemed 
to be on their march to the old camp. The situation 
of the two armies was this : some days before, when 
Ceesar^s ninth legion was sent to oppose a body of 
Pompey's troops, they thought proper to intrench 
themsrives on an opposite hill, and fmln a camp there. 
VM§ camp bordered on a wood, and was not above 
four hundred paces from the sea : but afterwards, for 
tertain reasons, Csesar removed a little beyond that 
post ; and Pompey, a few days after, took possession 
«f it* But as his design was to place several legions 
"Aere; leaving the inner rampart standing, he snr- 
Tounded it with greater works. Thus tlie smaller 
camp, inclosed within one of larger circumference, 
served by way of castle or citadel. He likewise 
eanried an intrenchment from the left angle of the 
.eanp to the river, through a space of about four 'hun- 
dred paces, which enabled him to water freely and 
without danger. But he too, soon after, changed his 
mind, for reasons which it is not needful to repeat 

Jiersf and abandoned the place^ which thereby was 
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tions remained intire. Hither the scouts reported they 
nsLW the standard of a legion carried ; which was like« 
wise oonfimed by thoae who were stationed ia tbe 
li%her Arte* Tbe plaee wee about five htwdied paeei 
dietaiit from Pompey's newcamp^ Cmar^ deeinme le 
repair the loss he had sustained, and hoping he might 
be able to surprise this legion , left two cohorts in bii 
intrenchments, to prevent any inspicion of his deeipis 
BoA trith thirty^three inorei amongst wbieh Bunaber 
was tbe ninth legion, which bad lost many ee&tnrioM 
and soldiers, marched by a different route, as pri* 
vately as he could, against the legion which Pompey 
bad lodged in the leaser camp« Neither was he de* 
eeived in his first coi^ectpre: ibr be amred befoM 
Pompey cottld bave notice of bis design ; and though 
the intrenchments were strong, yet charging the enemy 
briskly with his left wing, where he himself com* 
manded in person^ he quiddy droye them from the 
munpart* Bat as the gates were seeored by a barn* 
cade, they still maintained tbe fight here for some 
time, our men endeavoring to break in, and the enemy 
to defend the camp. T. Pulcia, who betrayed the 
army of C. Antony, as we have related above, gav^ 
signal proofs of his valor on this oooasion* Bn% ovt 
men at last prevailed ; and, having ent down the bar« 
ricade, broke first into the greater camp, and after- 
wards into the fort within it, whither the legion had 
retired, some of whom were slain^ endeavoring, to de» 
lend themselves. 

67. Bat fortune, whose inflnenoe is very great, as 
in other things, so particularly in war, often effects 
mighty changes from the most trifling causes ; as hap** 
pened on this occasion: for the cohorts of Ccesar^s 
rv^^ ^'nog being vmacqnainted with the sitoatl^ q| 
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the camp, and mistaking the rampart which led to the 
river for one of its sides, marched on that way in quest 
of a gate ; hut perceiving at length their error, and 
Aat nobody defended the intrenchmenti they imme* 
ifialely mounted the rampart, and were followed hy 
the whole cavalry. This delay saved the enemy : for 
Pompey, having notice of what passed, brought up the 
fifth J^gion to sustain hia party ; »o that at one and the 
same instant lua cavalry approadbed onra, and Ua 
troops were seen advancing in order of battle, hy thote 
who had taken possession of the camp ; which quickly 
changed the face of affairs : for Pompey 's legion, en* 
oooraged by the hope of speedy succora, sallied by the 
Oecmnan povt^ and briskly charged onr cohocta. (M 
Ae other hand, Ciesar's caralry, who had entmd hy 
a narrow breach in the rampart, foreseeing that a re* 
treat would he extremely difficult, began betimes to 
dank of flying* The right wing, which had no conw 
iiHinication tvith the left, observing the constematieA 
of the cavalry, and fearing they sbonld be overpowered 
within the camp, retired the same way they had en^ 
tered. Many, to avoid being engaged in the narrow 
passes, threw themselves from the rampart, which was 
ten feet high* into the ditch ; where the first ranki 
Wing trodden to death, their bodies afforded a safe 
passage to those that followed. The left wing, who 
from the rampart whence they had driven the enemy^ 
saw Pompey advancing against them and their own 
ami fiyingt fearing to be entangled in the defiles^ as 
they had the enemy on them, both within and witbovt 
tte camp, retreated the same way they came. Nothing 
was to be seen but consternation, flying, and disorder : 
insomuch that all Caesar's efforts to rally his troops 
arase fruitless. If he seiied any by the arm, they 
struggled, till they got away. If he laid hold of tiar 
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colors, they left them in his hands. Not a man could 
be prevailed on to face about. 

58. In this ealamity, what saved the army from in^ 
tire destraction was, tbat Pmnpey, apprehending 9in 
ambnscade, (probably because tbe snecess was beyond 
his hopes, as a little before he had seen his men worsted 
and put to flight) durst not, for some time, approach 
the intrenchments ; and his carahy were retarded in 
tfie pnrsnit by Caesar's troops, who were possessed of 
all the gates and defiles. Be tbat as it may, a smaM 
inatter proved of very great consequence to both par- 
ties : for the intrenchment between the camp and the 
river stopped the course of Caesar's victory, when he 
bad already forced Pompey's lines ; and the same, by 
retarding the pnrsnit of the enemy, saved hie arnrf 
from destruction. 

69. In these two actions Caesar lost nine hundred 
and sixty private men, thirty officers, and several 
l^nights of note, as Flavins Tuticanns Gallns, a sena** 
tor's son; C. Felginns, of Placentia; A« Oravina, ci 
Puteoli ; and M. Sacrativir, of Capua. But the great-* 
est part of these died without wounds, being trodden 
to death in the ditch, about tbe works, and on the 
banks of the river, occasioned by tbe flight and terror 
of their own men. He lost also thirty-two colors. 
Pompey was saluted emperor on this occasion ; a title 
which he bore ever after, and suffered him'delf to be 
accosted by: but neither in.the letters which he wrotOy 
nor' in his consnlar ensigns, did he think propcar to 
,assnme the lanrel. The prisoners were -delivered mp 
to Labienus at bis own request; and this deserter, 
brutal and cruel as usual, diverted himself with insult- 
ing them in their calamity ; and asked them, sarcasti- 
cally, if it was usual for veterans to run away; aflUir 
which, hie caused them all to be pat jlo death. 
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• flOii This success gave such confidence and spirit td 
the Pompeian party, that they now no longer took any 
concern about the cooduct of the war, but began to con*' 
•ider tbemselves as already Tictofions. Tbey nevav 
TCfleeted On the inconsiderable number of onr troops, 
the disadvantage of the ground, the narrow passes we 
were engaged in, by their having first possession of the 
camp, the double danger, both within and without the 
£»rtiSGations, and the separation of the two wings of 
^le amy, wbfeh hindered them from mutually succor- 
ing one another. They forgot that the advantage they 
had gained was not the effect of a brisk and vigorous 
Attack,; and that our men had suffered more by crowd- 
jug on one ano&er in the narrow passes than by the 
mrord of the enemy. In fine, they never called ID 
mind the nncerlain chance of war, and on what minute 
causes good or bad success often depends ; how a ground- 
less suspicion, a panic terror, or a religious scruple, 
Mm frequently been productiye of the most fatfd 
erents ; when, eitiier by the misconduct of a generali 
or the terror of a tribune, some false persuasion has 
been suffered to take root in an army. But, as if the 
▼ictory had been purely the effect of their valor, and 
no change of fortune was to be apprehended, they 
every where prodaimed, and made public, the success 
of this day. 

01. Csesar, seeing all his former projects discon* 
certed, resolved to submit to fortune, and intirely 
ohange the manner of the war. He therefore callci^ 
in all his forces from the forts, gave up the design of 
inclosing Pompey, and having assembled his army, 
'addressed them as follows : ^ That they ought not to be 
discouraged, or give way to consternation, on what had 
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gagemenis to one sUght and ineonsideraUe chedL : That 



Mdiietioii of Italy, without bloodshed ; in the oooqneil 

of the two Spains, though defended by warlike troops, 
Qoder the conduct of skilful and experienced leaders ; 
^od in the subjection of the neighboring proTiiice% 
whmee they could be pleatifttUy supplied with corsu 
In fine, they ought to call to mind, bow happily they 
had passed into Greece, through the midst of the ene* 
my's fleets, though possessed of all the coasts and ha« 
vens* If they were not succeseful in every thing, tbejr 
Qiiuit endeavor, by prudence, to overcome the dieap# 
pointments of Fortune ; and atMbute their late dieaa» 
ter to the caprice of that goddess, rather than to any 
fault on their side. That he had led them to an advan- 
l^eous ground^ and put them in the possession of th« 
enemy^s camp, after driving them from all tbmr worfcab 
If either aome sudden consternation, the mirtaking timr 
way, or any other mishap, had snatched an apparent 
and almost certain victory out of their hands, they ought 
to exert their utmost endeavors to repair that disgrace ; 
which would turn their misfortunes to a benefit, as hapr 
• pened at Gergoyia ; where those who «t first dreaded 
to encounter the enemy, demanded earnestly in this 
end to be led to battle/ Having made this speech, he 
contented himself with stigmatising, and reducing tp 
private men, some of the standard-bearera; for th^ 
whole army were ao {prieved at their losa, and ao de« 
atroua of expunging the stain their glory had received^ 
that there, was no occasion either for the tribunes or 
the centurions to remind them of their duty ; nay, 
^ey even undertook to punish themselves by the 'ser 
merest impositions, and demanded with great ouleciei 
|o be led against the enemy ; being seconded by aomt 
centurions of the first rank, who, touched by their 
Kemo^straii^eSi were for pontinuing in the post thojf 
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then possessed, and putting all to the hazard of a bat- 
tle. But Caesar did not think it prudent to expose i4 
m action troops that had been just worated, and in 
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tri^. He was ibr allowing them time to reeorev 

themselves ; and, having quitted his works, thought 
it needful to proyide for the security of his con- 
▼oys. 

02, Accordingly, after proper care taken of the siefc 
and woonded, and as soon as night approacbed, lie ismit 

all the baggage privately towards Apollonia, under a 
guard of one legion, with orders not to halt till they 
had reached the place* This affair despatched, he 
made two legions remain in the camp, and marching 
mat all the rest, about three in the morning, at several 
gates, ordered them to follow the same route the bag-s 
gage had taken. Soon after, that his departure might 
not have the appearance of a flight, and yet be known 
to the enemy as late as possible, he ordered the usual 
signal to be given, and setting out with the rest of his 
forces, lost sight of the camp in a moment. Pompey, 
hearing of his retreat, prepared to follow him without 
delay ; and hoping to surprise the army in its march,' 
whihst incumbered with baggage, and not yet removed 
Aem its consternation, drew out all his troops, and 
sent bis cavalry before to retard our rear; which, 
however, he could not overtake, because Caesar, march- 
ing without baggage, had got a great way before him. 
But when we came to the river Genusus, we found the 
bttttks so steep and difficult, that before all the men 
emild get over, Pompey's cavidry came up, and fell 
on our hindmost battalfams. Carnr sent bis borse to 
oppose them, intermixed with some light- armed troops ; 
who charged with such vigor and success, as to put 
them all to rout, leave a considerable number dead on 
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the fields and return without loss to thtf roaitt body of 
their army. 

. 63. Having completed the intended inarch of that 
day, and brought his army over the Genusus, he took 
up his quarters in his old camp at Asparagium, suffer- 
ing none of the soldiers to stroll without the ram par t, 

and charging the cavalry, who had been sent out under 
pretence of foraging, to return immediately to the De- 
cUDaan'port. Pompey, likewise, having completed that 
day's marchi eneamped at his old post at Asparagium t 
where the troops baring nothing to do, because the 
works were still intire, some made long excursions in 
quest of wood and forage ; others, who had come al- 
most without any baggage, by reason the march was 
undertaken on a sudden, enticed by the nearness of 
their former camp, laid down their arms in their tents,' 
quitted the intrenchments, and went to fetch what they 
had left behind them. This rendering them unable to 
pursue, as Caesar had foreseen, about noon he gave the 
■signal for decamping, led forth his troops, and dou- 
bling that da/s march, gained right miles on Pompey, 
who could not follow him by reason his troops wercf 
dispersed. 

64« Next day Caesar decamped again at three in the 
morning; having sent away his baggage over night, 
that, if he should find himself under a necessity of 
fighting, he might have his army clear of all incum*-' 
brance. The same he did the following days ; by 
which means, though he had very difiicult ways to 
pass, and some great rivers to cross, he suffered no 
loss during the whole march : for Pompey, after the 
first day^s hindranee, endeavoring in vain by long and 
forced marches to overtake Caesar, gave over the pur- 
suit on the fourth^ and began to think of taking other 
measures* 
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• CflMM wtt viidtr a iMcetei^ of gdiAg to Ap6l<» 
loDia, to leaTO bia wounded there, to pay his arny; 
eonfirm bie fneadt In tlieir dnty^ and garrison tlie 

towns that had submitted. But he took no longer 
time to these affairs than the importance of liis other 
engagements would allow : for, fearing that Porapey 
might surprise Domitius Calvinua, be put himself in 
fuU march to join binU The eobeme be proceeded, on 
was tbis : tbat if Pooipey took tbe same route be mast 
leave the eeay tbe forces be bad at Dyrrbacbinnit with 
all bis ammunition and provision ; which would bring 
them on equal terms : if he passed into Italy, Caesar 
purposed to join Domitius, and march to its defeDce 
by the coast of lUyricum; in fiatf should he fall on 
ApoUonia and Orlcum, and endeavor to exclude him 
from tbe sea^ast ; in tbat case be reckoned to oblige 
bim, by attacking Metellus Scipio^ to leave everything 
to succor bim. Caesar therefore despatched couriers 
to Domitius, to acquaint him with his design ; and 
leaving four cohorts at ApoUonia, one at Lissus, and 
threa at Oricum, with the sick and wounded^ began 
bis march through Epirus and Acarnania. Pompey, 
on hia side, guessing Cesar's design, made what baste 
be could to join Sci{)io, tbat, if Cmar should march 
that way, he might prevent bis being overpowered ; 
but should he still keep near Corcyra, and the sea, 
because of the legions and cavalry he expected from 
Italy, in that case be purposed to fall on Domitius 
with all his forces* 

e6. For these resions both generals studied despatch^ 
as well to afford timely succor to their friends, as not 
to miss an opportunity of distressing their enemies. 
But Caesar had turned off to ApoUonia; whereas Pom- 
pey took the nearest way through Candavia for Mace* 
donia* It happened, too, very unfortunately, tbat Do" 
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mitiiui, who for sereral days bad been eneaiDf>ed near 
Scii^, quitted that station for the omveiiience of pn^ 
▼iriooa, and was on his laarefa to Heraelea Sentfca, m 

city of the Candavians ; so that chance seemed to thwvf 
him directly in Pompey's way, which Cffisar had not 
then the least knowiege of. Pompey too having sent 
letters through ail the states and prorinees, feinting i» 
the aetion at Dyrrhacbiamy with representatiens Aat 
far exceeded the truth ; a rumor began to prevail, that 
Csesar had been defeated with the loss of almost all his 
fbrcest and was forced to fly before Pompey. These 
reports raised him many enemies on his mareh^ and 
indaeed some states to throw off their allegiance t 
whence it happened, that the couriers mutually sent 
by Cffisar and Domitius were all intercepted. But 
the AUobrogians in the train of iEgus and Roscillus^ 
who, as we have seen before, bad deserted from Caesar 
(o Pompey, meeting some of Domitius's sconis, eiAer 
out of ancient custom, because they had served toge- 
ther in the Gallic wars, or from a motive of vain-glory, 
informed them of all that had passed ; of Pompey^s 
victory, and Caisar's retreat. Advice being givM of 
tins to Calvinus, who was not above fonr hours' march 
from the enemy, he avoided the danger by a timely 
retreat, and joined Caesar near iEgiuium, a town on 
the borders of Tbessaly. 

6t. After the junction of the two armies, CsBsar ar« 
rived at Gomphi, the first town of Tbessaly, as yoa 
come from Epirus. A few months before, the inhabi-* 
tants had of their own accord sent ambassadors to Cjb- 
sar, to make an offer of what their country afforded, 
and petition for a garrison. Bat th^ report of the ^ 
aetion at Dyrrhachinm, with many gronndless addi* 
tions, had by this time reached their ears. And there<» 
fore Androjsthenes; pretor of Tbessaly, cb.oo6iug rather 
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In he ib0 comj^amon of Pompey's good fortotfe, ffaaa 
ittBOidate with Csesar in adTernty, ordered all the peo* 
ple^ whether slaves or free, to assemble in the town ; 
aad having shut the gates against Caesar, sent letters 
to Scipio and Pompey to come to his assistance, inti* 
fOBiing ^ that the tqpn was gtrong enough to hold out 
If they used dispatch, but by no means in condition to 
sustain a long siege/ Scipio, on advice of the depar- 
ture of the armies from Dyrrhachium, had come to 
JLarissa with his legions ; and Pompey was yet far 
ennngh dialani from Thessaly. Caesar having fortified 
hiB Gamp, ordered mantelets, hurdles, and scaling^ 
ladders to be prepared for a sodden attack ; and theft 
exhorting his men, represented * of how great conse- 
qnence it was to render themselves masters of an opu- 
Jeot city, abounding in all things needful for the sup- 
pi^ of tiieir wants^ and by the terror of whose punish- 
ment other states would be awed into submission ; and 
this, he told them, must be -done quickly, before any 
succors could arrive/ Accordingly, seizing the op- 
portunity offered by the uncommon ardor of the troops, 
te attacked the town the same day about three in the 
aikMioon ; and having made himself master of it before 
sunset, gave it up to be plundered^ From Gomphi 
Caesar marched directly to Metropolis, and arrived 
before they were acquainted with the misfortune of 
Ibek neighbors. 

€8. The Metropolitans at first following the example 
of .Oomphi, to which they were moved by the same 
reports, shut their gates and manned the walls* But 
no sooner came they to understand the fate of their 
• nmgbbor city, by some prisoners whom Caesar had 
produced for that end, than immediately they admitted 
bim into the town. He suffered no hostilities to bo 
eoBMiiitted, nor any harm to be done them : and so 
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poii^erftil Inras tbe example^ fh>iti fhe diflbvent treatni^ 

of these two cities, that not a single state in Thessaly 
refused to submit to Caesar, and receive his orders, 
except Larissa, which was awed by the numerous army 
of MetellUB Soipio. As the country was good^ and 
wr^red with oom, whinh was n^t ripe, Cs^sar took 
up his quarters there, judging it a proper place to wall 
for Pompey in, and render the theatre of the war. 

69, A few days after Pompey arrived in Tbessaly> 
and joining Metellus Scipio, harangued both armies; 
He first thanked his own for their late servfcesi attd 
then turning to Scipio's troops, exhiurted them to put 
in for their share of the booty, which the victory aK 
ready obtained gave them the fairest prospect of. Both 
armies being received into one camp^ he shared all the 
honors of eommand with Scipio, ordered a pavilioii t6 
be erected for Um, and the trumpets to sound before 
it. This increase of Porapey's forces, by the conjunct- 
tion of two mighty armies, raised the confidence of his 
followers, and their assurance of victory to such a de^ 
gree^ that all delays were considered as a hiodtranoe of 
their return to Italy t insomuch, thlit if Pompey mi 
any occasion acted with slowness and circumspection, 
they failed not to cry out ^ that he industriously pro* 
tracted an affair, for the dispatch of which one day 
Was sufficient, in the view of gratifying his ambilioil 
for command, and having consular and pretorian seua^ 
tors amongst the number of his servants.' Already 
they began to dispute about rewards and dignities, and 
fixed on the persons who were annually to succeed to 
the cotesulship. Others sued for the houses and estates 
of those who had followed Caesar's party. A wurm 
debate arose in counbil in relation to L. Hirrus, whom 
Pompey had sent against the Parthians, whether, in 
the next election of pretors, he should be allowed to 
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itiKnd candidate for that office in his absence ; bia frieoda 

imploring Pompey to make good the promise he had 
made him at his departure, and not suffer him to be 
deceived by depending on the generars honor ; while 
such as aspired to this office complaiued publicly that 
a promise should be made to any one candidate^ when 
. all were embarked in the same canse, and* shared the 
like dangers. Already Domitius, Scipio, and Lentu* 
lus Spinther, were openly quarrelling about the high 
priesthood, which Caesar was in possession of. They 
eren descended to personal abuse, and pleaded their 
several pretensions } Lentulus urging the respect due 
to his age ; Domitius, his dignity, and the interest he 
had in the city; and Scipio, his alliance with Pompey, 
Attius Rufus impeached L. Afrauius before Pompey, 
charging him with having occasioned the loss of the 
army in Spain : and L. Domitius moved, in council^ 
that after the yictory, all the senators in Pompey 's 
army and camps should be appointed judges, and im- 
powered to proceed against those who had stayed in 
Italy^ or who had appeared cool, or shown any indif- 
ference to the cause ; and that three billets should be 
given to these judges, one for acquittance, another for 
condemnation, and a third for a pecuniary fine. In a 
word, nothing was thought on but honors, or profit, or 
vengeance ; nor did they consider by what methods 
they were to conquer, but what advantage they should 
make of victory. 

• 70. Csssar having provided fbr the subsisteuce of 

his troops, who were now ho longer fatigued, and had 
sufficiently recovered from the consternation the dif- 
ferent actions at Dyrrhachium had thrown them into, 
thought it high time to make trial how Pompey stood 
affected to an engagement. Accordingly he drew out 
his men, and formed them in order of battle ; at first 
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neiur his own camp, and somewhat distant from tkv 
enemy : but pereeiying this had no effect on Pompey, 
who still maintained his post on the eminences, he 

each day drew nearer, and by that conduct animated 
and gave fresh courage to his soldiers. His cavalry 
being much inferior to the enemy's in number, he ibl- 
lowed the method already mentioned, of singling out 
the strongest and nimblest of his foot soldiers, and ac- 
customing them to fight intermixed with the horse ; in 
which way of combat they were become very expert 
by daily practice. This disposition, joined to constant 
exercise, so embcddened his cavalry, that though but a 
thousand in number, they would on occasion sustain 
the charge of Pompey's seven thousand, even in an 
open plain, and appear not greatly dismayed at their 
multitude : nay, they actually got the better in a skir- 
mish that happened between them, and killed JEgm 
the AUobrogian, one of the two brothers who deserted 
to Pompey, with several others of his party. 

71. Pompey, whose camp was on an eminence, drew 
up his army at the foot of the mountain, expecting, as 
may be presumed, that Caesar would attack him in that 
advantageous situation. But CsBsar despairing to dra^ 
Pompey to battle on equal terms, thought it would be 
his best course to decamp, and be always on the march ; 
in hopes, that by frequent shifting his ground, he might 
the better be supplied with provisions ; and that aa the 
enemy would not fail following him, in the frequent 
marches he should make, he might perhaps find an op- 
portunity of attacking them, and forcing them to fight : 
at least he was sure of harassing Pompey's army, little 
fu:customed to these continued fatigues. Accordingly 
tbe order for marching was given, and the tents struck^ 
when Caesar perceived that Pompey's army, which bad 
quitted their intrencbmenits, had advanced farther to- 
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wards the plain than usual, so that he might engage 
Aero at a less disadvantage : whereon, addressing him*^ 
Helf to his soldiers, who were just ready to march out 
of their trenches, ^ Let us no longer think/ said he, 
* of marching ; now is the time for fighting, so long 
wished for ; let us therefore arm ourselves with courage, 
and not miss so favorahle an opportunity/ This said^ 
he immediately direw out his forces. 

72. Pompey likewise, as Was afterwards known, had 
i^solved to offer hattle, in compliance with the re- 
peated importunities of his friends. He even said in a 
council of war, held some days before, that Ccesar's 
wny would be defeated before the infantry came to 
engage. And when some expressed their surprise at 
this speech, ^ I know,' said he, * that what I promise 
appears almost incredible ; but hear the reasons on 
which I ground my confidence, that you may advance 
to battle with the greater assurance. I have persuaded 
the cavalry, and obtained their promise for the per- 
formance, that as soon as the armies are formed, they 
AeM fall on Caesar's right wing, which they will easily 
be able to outflank and surround. This must infallibly 
occasion the immediate rout of that wing, and conse- 
qaently of the rest of Ciesar's troops, without danger 
or loss on our side. Nor will the execution be at- 
tended with any difficulty, as we are so much superior 
to them in horse. Be ready therefore for battle ; and 
since the so-much desired opportunity of fighting is 
come, take care not to fall short of the good opinion 
the world entertains of your valor and experience.' 
Labienus spoke next, highly applauding this scheme of 
Pompey, and expressing the greatest contempt of Cae- 
sar's army : * Think not,' says he, * addressing himself 
to Pompey, that these are the legions which conquered 
0attl and Germany. I was present in alHbose battles, 
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^ and can, of my own knowlege^ affirm^ that but a very 
small part of that army now remains : great numbers 
hare been killed^ as must of necessity happen, in such 
ararietyof convicts: many perished during the 

tumnal pestilence in Apulia : many are returned to 
their own habitations, and not a few were left behind 
to guard Italy. Have you not heard that the cohorts 
in garrison, at Brundosinmi are made up of inyalida T 
The forces which you now behold are composed of 
new levies, raised in Lombardy, and the colonies be- 
yond the Po : for the veterans, in whom consisted the 
main strength of the army, perished all in the two de* 
feats at Dyrrhachinm/ Having finished this speech, 
he took an oath, which he proffered to all that were 
present, never to return to camp otherwise than vic- 
torious. Pompey commended his zeal, took the oath 
himself, and the rest followed his example, without 
hesitation. After these engagements, taken publicly 
in council, they all departed, full of joy and expecta* 
lion ; considering themselves as already victorious, 
and relying intirely on the ability of their general ; 
who, in an affair of that importance, they were confix 
dent would, promise nothing without an assurance of 
success* 

• 73. When CsBsar approached .Pompey's camp, he 
found his army drawn up in this manner: in the left 
wing were the two legions delivered by Cfesar, at the 
beginning of the quarrel, in consequence of a decree 
of the senate ; one of which was called the first, the 
other the third legion ; and here Pompey commanded 
in person. Scipio was in the centre, with the legions 
he had brou(;ht out of Syria. The Cilician legion, 
joined to the Spanish cohorts, brought over by Afra* 
nius, formed the right wing. These Pompey esteemed 
his best troops, distributing the less expert between tiie 
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wings and tbe main body. He had in all. a Imndred 

^nd ten cohorts, amouuting to five-and-forty thousand; 
besides two cohorts of volunteers, who had served 
under him in former wars ; and who, out of affection 
to tbair old geiieiral,.tbongb their legal time was ex-^ 
pirady flocked to .bis standard on this occasion, and 
were dispersed among the whole army. His other 
seven cohorts were left to guard the camp and the 
adjoiuing forts. As the Enipeus, a river with very 
st^ep banks, corere^ bis right wing, be placed aU bis 
borse, slingers, and arcbers in tbe left. 

74. Caesar observing his ancient custom, placed the 
tenth legion in the right, and the ninth in the left wing. 
As this last had been considerably weakened by the 
fdversl actions at Oyrrbacbium, be joined tbe eighth 
to it io sncb manner, that they formed as it were but 
one legion, and bad orders mutually to relieve each 
other. His whole army amounted to jfourscore cohorts, 
making in all twenty-two thousand men; besides two 
(^bpr.ts left to gnard the camp. Domitius Calvinus 
was in the centre, Marc Antony pn tbe. left, and P. 
6yUa on the right. Caesar took bis post opposite to 
Pompey, at the head of the tenth legion. And as he 
bad observed the disposition of the enemy contrived to 
(outflank bis right wing, to obviate that inconvenience, 
lie made a dx»nght of six cohorts from bis rear line, 
fiormed them into a separate body, and opposed tbem 
to Pompey's horse ; instructing them in the part they 
were to act; and admonishing them, that the success 
of that day would depend chiefly on their courage* 
At tbe same time, be charged tbe whole army, and in 
particular tb§ third line, not to advance to battle witlk 
' out orders; which, when be saw it proper, be would 
give, by making the usual signal. 

. Wbeo iie wa^i exhorting them to battle^.as.mili- 
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tary cQstofRi required, and reminding them of the niaii;f 
favors they had, on all occasions, received at his hands,* 
he chiefly took care to ohserve, ^ that they had them-^ 
selves been witnesses of his earnest endeavors alM 
peace ; that he had- employed Vatinins to solicit a con- 
ference with Labienus, and sent A. Clodins to freal 
with Scipio ; that he had pressed Libo, in the warmeel 
manner, at Oricum, to grant him a safe conduct for hi^ 
ambassadors: in a word, that he had left nothing un-« 
attempted to. avoid wasting the blood of his flddiefisj 
and to spare the eommonwealtb the loss of one of hef 
armies.' After this speech, observing his soldiers 
ardent for the fight, he ordered the trumpets to sound 
a charge* Among the volunteers in Caesar's army was 
one Crastinns, a man of distinguished eoura^ey who; 
the year- before, had been irst eenturion of the tenlK 
legion. This brave officer, as soon as the signal was 
given, calling to those next him, * Follow me,' said he,' 
' you that were formerly under my command, and 
acquit yourselves of the duty you owe to your generals 
This <me battle more will crown the work, by restoring 
him to his proper dignity, and us to the enjoyment of 
our freedom.' At the same time, turning to Caesar, 
\ General,' said he, ^ this day you shall be satisfied 
with my behavior, and whether I live or die, I will 
take care to deserve your commendations/ So sayu 
log, he marched up to the enemy, and began the attaek 
at the head of a hundred and twenty volunteers. 

76. Between the two armies there was an interval 
sufficient for the onset: but Fompey had given his 
troops orders to keep their ground, that Csesar's amjF 
might have all that way to come. This he is eaid to 
have done by the advice of C. Triarius, that the ene-* 
my's ranks might be broken, and themselves put out 
of breath, by having so iar to run , of which- disorder 
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heboped to mke mi odViiDtage. He mt Iwmdet of 

opifiion that our jayvlins would bare lets effect, hy the 
troops continuing in their post, than if they sprung 
forward at the very time they were launched ; and as 
the soldiers would hskve twice as far to run as usual, 
most be weary and breathless by the tine they 
Mme vp with the first line. Bat hereia Pompey teeoM 
to hmre acted withoat saiBcient reaeon ; because there 
m m certain alacrity and ardor of mind, naturally planted 
in every roan, which is inflamed by the desire of fight- 
ing; and which an able general, far from endeavoring 
to repress, will, by all the methods he can devise, foment 
sad cherish. Nor was it a vain institution of our an- 
oestort, thftt the trumpets should sound on erery side» 
and the whole army raise a shoot, io order to animats 
4ie courage of their own men, and strike terror into 
the enemy. Caesar's soldiers intirely defeated Pom* 
pey's hopes by their good discipline and experience ; 
for perceiving the enemy did not stir, they halted, of 
their own accord, in the midst of their career ; and 
boTing taken a moment's breath, put themselres a 
ooeoad time in motion, marched up in good order, 
flung their javelins, and then hetook themselves to 
their swords. Nor did Pompey's men act with leas 
presence of mind ; for they sustained our attack, kept 
their ranks, bore the discharge of our darts ; and hav- 
ing launched their own, immediately had recourse to 
their swords. AX this instant, Pompey's horse, ac- 
companied by the archers and sUngers, attacked Gsb- 
aar^s ; and lIuiTing compelied them to give ground, be- 
gan to extend themselves to the left, in order to flank 
the infantry. Whereon Caesar gave the appointed sig- 
nal to the six cohorts, who fell on the enemy's horse 
with such fury, that they not only drove them from the 
Md of batHe, hut eren compiled them to seek ref Uge 
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in tbe higteft mMntttiis* The arehm and alingers, 
deprived of their protection, were soon after cut to 
pieces. Meanwhile the six cohorts, not content with 
this success, wheeled round on the enemy's left wingi 
imd began to charge it in the rear: whereon CceaaT} 
perceiving the victory- 00 far advanced, to complete il| 
brought up bis third line, which till then had not en* 
gaged. Pompey's infantry being thus doubly attacked, 
in front by fresh troops, and in rear by the victorious 
cobortSf could no longer resist, but fled to their camp. 
Nor was Cmar mistaken in bis coigecture when^ in 
exhorting his men, he declared that victory wonld de* 
pend chiefly on the six cohorts which formed the body 
pf reserve, and were stationed to oppose the enemy's 
horse ; for by them were their cavalry defeated, their 
archers aad slingers cut to pieces, and their left wing 
snrrouaded and forced to fly. 

77t Pompey seeing his cavalry rooted, and that part 
of the army on which he chiefly depended put into dis- 
order, despaired of being able to restore the battle, and 
quitted the field. Bepairing immediately to his camp* 
)ie said aloud to the centurions who guarded the pre** 
lorian gate, so as all the soldiers might hear him, 
* take care of the camp, and defend it vigorously in 
case of an attack. I go to visit the other gates, and 
give orders for their defence/ This said, he retired to 
bis tent, despairing of success, yet waiting the event. 
Caesar having forced the Pompeians to seek refuge in 
their camp, and uot willing to allow them time to re- 
cover from their consternation, exhorted his troops to 
make the best of their present victory, and vigorously 
attack the enemy's intrenehmenls. Though the battle 
bad lasted till noon, the weather being extremely hot, 
yet prepared to enconnter all difficulties, they cheer* 
fully complied with his orders. The camp was bravely 
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defended, for some time, by the cohorts left to guard 
it ; and particularly by a great number of Thracians, 
and other barbarians, who made a very stout resist- 
ance : for as to such troops as had there sought refuge 
froin the field of battle, they were in too great a con* 
•temation to think of any thing more than . a safe re» 
treat. It was. not however possible for the. troops 
posted on the rampart long to stand the multitude of 
darts continually poured on them ; which, in the end, 
obliged them to retire covered with wounds, and under 
the conduct of their tribunes and centurions,, seek 
shelter in the mountains ac^oining to the camp. 
. 78* On entering Pompey's cieimp we found tables 
ready covered, side-boards loaded with plate, and 
tents adorned with branches of myrtle ; that of L. Len* 
tulus, with some others, was shaded with ivy. Every 
thing gave proofs of the highest luxury, and an as* 
aured expectation of victory; whence it was easy to 
see that they little dreamed of the issue of that day, 
ainot, intent only on voluptuous refinements, they, pre* 
tended, with troops immersed in luxury, to oppose 
Ccesar's army, accustomed to fatigue, and iuu]:ed to 
the want of necessaries. 

79. Porapey finding our men had forced his intrench- 
• ments, mounted his horse, quitted his armor for a habit 
more suitaUe to his ill fortune, and withdrawing by the 
X>ecuman port» rode full speed to Larissa. Nor did he 
stop there; but continuing his flight, day and night 
without intermission, he arrived at the sea-side, with 
thirty horse, and went on board a little bark ; often 
jcomplaining, * that he had been so far deceived in his 
opinion of his followers, as to see those very men, 
from whom he expected victory, the first to fiy, and, 
in a manner, betray him into the hands of his enemies/ 
• 80. Cssar himog nasttfred the enemy's camp^ re* 



Uiyiiized by Google 



166 



C£6AR's COIIUBNTARtES* 



quested his soldiers laot to leave tlie victory imperfect, 
by busying themselves about the plunder. Finding 
^em ready to obey« be began a line of circamvallation 
found the mountain* The Pompeians quickly aban- 
doned a post, which, for want of water, was not tenable, 
and endeavored to reach the city of Larissa : whereon 
Caesar, dividing his army, left one part in Pompey's 
camp, sent back another to his own camp, and having, 
with four legions taken a nearer road than that by 
which the enemy passed, he found means to intercept 
Aem, and, after six miles' march, drew np in order of 
battle. But the Pompeians once more found protection 
from a mountain, at the foot of which ran a rivulet. 
Though Caesar's troops were greatly fatigued* by fight- 
ing the whole day, before night he had flung up some 
works, sufficient to prevent the enemy from having any 
communication with the rivulet. As by this step they 
Were cut off from all hopes of relief, or of escaping, 
they sent deputies to treat about a surrender. Affairs 
continued in this situation all that night, of whicluoine 
few senators, who had accompanied them, took the ad- 
vantage to make their escape. At break of day they 
all, by Caesar's order, came down into the plain, and 
delivered up their arms ; humbly imploring bis good- 
siess^ and suing for mercy. Caesar spoke to them with ^ 
great mildness, and to alleviate their apprehensions, 
dited various instances of his clemency, which he had, 
on so many occasions, made evident. In fact, he gave 
them their lives, and forbade his soldiers to offer them 
any violence, or to take any thing from them. He 
then sent for the legions, which had passed the night 
in camp, to relieve those that had accompanied him in 
the pursuit; and being determined to follow Pompey, 
began his march, and arrived the same day at Larissa. 
81. This battle cost Caesar no more than two hun- 
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dred soldiers : but he lost thirty centurions, men of 
singular courage. Among these latter was Crastinus^ 
whose gallantry and intrepidity, in marching up to bat- 
tle, has been taken notice of. This brave officer, fight- 
ing, regardless of danger, received a wound in the 
mouth from a sword. Nor was be deceived in pro- 
mising himself Caesar's approbation, who was tho- 
roughly sensible of his merit, and greatly applauded 
his behavior in this action. On Pompey's side there 
fell about fifteen thousand : but upwards of four-and- 
twenty thousand were taken prisoners: for the cohorts 
that guarded the forts surrendered to Sylla; though 
many escaped into the adjacent countries* One hon* 
dred and eighty colors were taken, and nine eagles* 
L. Domitius, flyin^^ towards the mountains, and grow* 
ing faiut through the fatigue, was overtaken and killed 
by some horsemen. 

82. About this time D« Lselius arrived with his fleet 
at Brundusium, and possessed himself of the island 
pver against the harbor, as labo had done before. Yar 
tinius, who commanded in the place, having equipped 
several boats, endeavored to entice some of Lselius' 
ships within the haven, and took a five-benched galley, 
with two smaller vessels, that had ventured too far into 
the port ; then disposing his cavalry along the shore, 
be prevented the enemy from getting fresh water* Bu% 
Laslius having chpsen a more convenient season of the 
year for sailing, brought water in transports from Cor- 
cyra and Dyrrhachium ; still keeping to his purpose, 
from wliich neither the disgrace of losing his ships, nor 
|he want of necessaries could divert him, till he rOr 
eeived intelligence of the battle of Pharsaiia* 

83. Much about the same time Cmsius arrived in 
cily, with the Syrian, Phoenician, and Cilician fleets. 
And as Caesar'a fleet was divided intQ twp parts, in una 
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ol which p. Sol]^us the pretor eominaiidcd at Vibo'i 
in the gtraitt ; in the other M. Pomponias at Messana t 

Cassius had arrived at Messana with his fleet before 
Poniponius had notice of his coining: and finding him 
unprepared^ without guards, order, or discipline, he 
took the opportunity of a favorahle wind, and aent 
•everal fire-ships against him, which consumed hi^ 
whole fleet, thirty-five in number, twenty of whicll 
were decked. The terror occasioned by this blow was 
so great, that though there was an intire legion in gar- 
rison at Messana, they durst scarce look the enemy in 
Che face ; and would doubtless have delivered up the 
town, had not the news of Cmar's victory reached 
them, by means of the cavalry stationed along the 
coast. Cassius then sailed for Sulpicius' iieet at Vibo, 
which finding at anchor near the shore, by reason the 
consternation had become general over the whole 
island, he put the same stratagem in practice as be- 
fore : for taking the advantage of a favorable wind, he 
made forty iire-ships advance against them, and the 
flame catching hold on both sides, quickly reduced five 
galleys to ashes. The conflagration continuing to 
spread, ronsed the indignation of some veteran sol« 
diers, who had been left to guard the ships. Accord- 
ingly they went on board, weighed anchor, and attack- 
ing the enemy, took two quioqueremes, in one of which 
was Cassius himself ; but he escaped in a boat* Two 
tfaree*benched galleys were sunk ; and soon after he 
was informed of the defeat at Pharsalia, by some of 
Pompey's own followers ; for hitherto he had regarded 
it as a false report, spread about by Caesar's lieutenants 
and friends. On this intelligence he quitted Sicily^ 
and retired with his fleet. 

84. Cesar laying all other thoughts aside, deter-* 
mined to pursue Pompey, whithersoever be should re- 
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tfr«9 to prevent bis drawing together fresh forces, and 
renewing the war. He marched every day as far ad 
the body of cavalry he had with him could hold out, 
and was followed, by shorter marches, by a single le* 
gkm* Pompey had issued a pfoclaomtion at Amphi^ 
fidlifl, enjoining all the youth of the province, whethet 
Greeks or Romans, to join him in arms. But whether 
this was with intent to conceal his real design of re* 
treating much farther, or to try to maintain his ground 
in Maeedoniai if nobody putaited him, is hard to de- 
temiine% Here he lay one night at anchor, sending to 
what friends he had in the town, and raising all tlie 
money he possibly could. But being informed of Cae- 
sar's approach, he departed with all expedition, and 
came in a few days to Mitylene. Here he was de^ 
lanied tiro days by the badness of the weather ; and 
having fnereased his :fieet with a few galleys, sailed to 
Cilicia, and thence to Cyprus. There he was informed 
that the Antiochians, and Roman citizens trading thi- 
ther, had with joint consent seized the castle, and sent 
deputies to such of his Mlowets as had taken reAige 
In the neighboring states, not to com6 near Antioch at 
their peril. The same had happened at Rhodes to L. 
Lentulus the consul of the foregoing year, to P. Len- 
tulus, a consular senator, and to some other persons of 
distinction ; who following Pompey in his flight, and 
lOMving at that island, were refused admittance int6 
the town and harbor, and received an order to with- 
draw immediately, which they were necessitated to 
comply with ; for the fame of Caesar's approach had 
now reached the neighboring states. 

85. On this intelligence Pompey laid aside his de<- 
sign of going into S3rTia, seieed all the money he found 
in the public bank, borrowed as much more as he 
could of his friends, sent great quantities of brass on 
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6«ftrd for military nmB ; and baTiog nited two thoii^ 
•and Madiera, amoagst the public offioera, .merehaaii» 
aod hia own aervants, aailed for Peloslnai. Here, by 

accident, was king Ptolemy, a minor, warring with a 
great army against his sister Cleopatra ; whom, some 
months before, by the assistance of his friends, be bad 
expelled the kingdom, and was then encamped not iar 
distant from her. Pompey aent to deaiand hia protao* 
tion» and a safe retreat into Alexandria, in eonaidam» 
tion of the friendahip that had anhsiated between him 
and hia father. The messengers, after discharging their 
commission, began to converse freely with the king's 
troops, exhorting them to assist Pompey, and not de- 
spise him in bis adverse fortune. Among these troops 
were many of Pompey's old soldiers^ whom Gabinius 
having draughted ont of the Syrian army, had carried 
to Aleundria, and* on the conclusion of the war, left 
there with the young king^s father. The king's mi- 
nisters, who bad the care of the government during 
bis minority, being informed of this, either out of fear, 
as tbey afterwards pretend ed, lest Pompey should de^ 
bauch the army« and thereby render himself master of 
Alexandria and Egypt ; or deapising his lowconditie% 
(as friends, in bad fortune, often turn enemies,) spoke 
favorably to the deputies in public, and invited Pom^ 
pey to court ; but privately despatched Achillas, cap* 
tain of the king's guards, a man of singular boldness, 
and L. Septimius, a military tribune, with orders to 
murder him. They accosted him with an air of frankf 
neM» especially Septimius, who had served under him 
as a centurion in the war with the piratea; and» int 
viting bim into the boat, treacherously slew him. L. 
Lentulus was likewise seized by the king's cuuunandf 
and put to death in prison, 
sa. When Cflpsar arrived ii» Asia, he found that T« 
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Asnpius, having formed the design of seiiring the trea-^ 
fures of the Ephesian Diana, and summoned all the se-^ 
nators in the province to bear witness to the sum 
taken, had quitted that project on Cmar's approach, 
and betaken himself to fight. Thus was the temple 
of Ephesns a second time saved from plunder by Cse* 
sar. It was remarked in the temple of Minerva at 
Elis, that the very day Caesar gained the battle of 
Pharsalia, the image of Victory, which before stood 



portal of the temple. The same day, at Antioch, in 
Syria, such a noise of fighting and trumpets was heard 
two several times, that the inhabitants ran to arms, 
and manned their walls. The like happened at Ptole<^ 
maie. At Perganms, in l^e inner recesses of the tem- 
ple, culled by the Greeks Adyta, where none bnt 
priests are allowed to enter, the sound of cymbals was 
heard : and in the temple of Victory, at Trallis, where 
a Statne was consecrated to Caosar, a palm splronted 
between the joining of the stones that arched the roof. 

87. Gaesar, after a short stay in Asia, hearing that 
Pompey had been seen at Cyprus, and thence con- 
jecturing that he was gone for Egypt, because of the 
interest he had in that kingdom, and the advantages it 
WMld afford him, left Rhodes, with a convoy of ten 
Riodian galleys, and a few othef s firom Asia, having 
on board two legions, one of which he had ordered to 
follow him from Theasaly, the other detached from 
Fnfius's army in Achaia; and eight hundred horse, 
in these legions were no more than three thousand two 
hundred men : the rest, fatigued with the length of 
the march, or weakened with wounds, had not been 
able to follow him. But Caesar, depending on the re- 
putation of his former exploits, scrupled not to trust 
flkt safety of bis person to a feeble escort, believing 
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BO.placd would dare to attempt any thing against himk 
At Alexandria be was informed of Pompey'a death ^ 
and, on landing, was accosted in a clamorous manner 
by the soldiers, whom Ptolemy had left to garrison 
thc^ city : and he observed that the mob appeared dis-t 
satisfied to see the fasces carried before him, which 
they interpreted a degradation of the sovereign autho** 
irtty. Though this tumult was appeased, yet each day 
produced some fresh disturbance, and many of the 
Roman soldiers were murdered in all parts of the 
city. 

88. For these reasons, he sent into Asia for gome of 
the legions which he had raised out of the remains of 

Pompey's army ; being himself necessarily detained 
by the Etesian winds, which are directly contrary to 
any passage by sea from Alexandria. Meantime, con-* 
sidering the difference between Ptolemy and his sister 
as subject to the cognisance of the Roman people, and 
of him as consul ; and the rather, because the alliance 
with Ptolemy the father had been contracted during 
bis former consulship ; he gave the king and Cleopatra 
to understandi that it was his pleasure they should 
dismiss their troops, and, instead of having recourse to 
arms, come and plead their cause before him. 

89. Pothinns the eunuch, governor to the young 
king, had the chief management of affairs during his 
minority. This minister complained bitterly to his 
friends, that the king should be summoned to plead his 
cause before Caesar: afterwards, finding among those 
that sided with the king, some wlio were disposed to 
enter into his views, he privately sent for the army 
frpm Peluaium to Alexandria, and conferred the cliief 
command on Achillas, the same we have spokeu of 
before ; inciting him by letters and promises, both in 
^he king's name and his own, to execut.e such order.4 
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lis he should receive from him. Ptolemy the father^ 
by his will, had appointed the eldest of his two sons^ 
send his elder daughter, joint-heirs of the kingdom. 
For the more certain accomplishment of his design, he 
in the same will implored the protection of the Roman 
people ; adjuring them by all the gods, and the trea- 
ties be bad made at Kome, to see it put in execution* 
A copy of this will was sent by ambassadors to Borne, 
to be deposited in the pablio treasury ; but the domestic 
troubles preventing it, it was left in the hands of Pom- 
pey. The original, signed and sealed, was kept at 
Alexandria. 

• 90. While this affair was debated before Caesar, who 
passionately desired to terminate the matter amicably, 
and to the satisfaction of both parties, he was in- 
formed that the king's army, with all the cavalry, were 
arrived at Alexandria. Caesar's forces were by no 
means sufficient to give battle without the town ; and 
therefore the only conrse left was, to secure the most 
convenient posts within the city, till he should get ac- 
quainted with Achillas* designs. Meantime he ordered 
all the soldiers to their arms, and admonished the 
king to seAd some persons of the greatest authority to 
Achillas to forbid his approach. Dioscorides and Se- 
rapion, who had both been ambassadors at Rome, and 
in g^eat credit with Ptolemy the father, were deputed 
to this office : but no sooner did they come before 
Achillas, than, without giving them a hearing, or in- 
quiring after the message tbey brought, he ordered 
them to be seized and put to death. One was killed 
on the spot; and the other, having received a danger- 
ous wound, was carried off for dead by his attendants. 
Od hearing this, Csesar took care to secure the king's 
personi the authority of whose name would authorise 
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his proceedings, and occasion Achillas and his a980« 
ciates to be esteemed fieditious and rebellious* 

01. Achillas' army was fiir from being contemptiUe, 
whether we regard their nnmbery Gcmrage» or experts 
eiiee in war. It amonnted to twenty thousand effective 
men, many of whom were originally Romans, brought 
into the country by Gabinius, when he came to settle 
Attletes on the throne ; and who, haying afterwardi 
married and settled in Alexandria, were deroted to fte 
Ptolemean interest. .There were also some brigades 
raised in Syria and Cilicia, together with a consider** 
able number of renegade slaves, who had deserted 
their masters* and found protection in Egypt, by enter- 
ing into the service. If any of these was seized by his 
master, their companions flocked to his rescue, regard** 
ing his safety as a common cause, because they were 
all embarked in the like guilt. These would often take 
on them to put to death the king's ministers, to plun- 
der the rich, for the sake of increasing their pay, to 
invest the royal palace, to banish some, and send for 
others home, with other liberties of the like nature, 
%vhich the Alexandrian army claims by a kind of pre* 
scription. Besides these, he had likewise two thou- 
sand horse, who, during the late troubles, and the 
wars that ensued, had had opportunies of inuring 
themselves to arms. These had restored Ptolemy the 
father to his kingdom, killed Bibulus' two sons, warred 
agftinst the Egyptians with success, and acquired a 
thorough experience in military afiairs. 

n. Achillas, trusting to the valor of his troops, and 
despising the handful of men that followed Caesar, 
. quickly made himself master of Alexandria, the palace 
only excepted, where Ceesar thought proper to make 
Ms aland, and which he attacked hriskly, though with* 
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imt effitet. Bat it was on tbe side of the barbot that 

the greatest efiforts were made. On that, in effect, the 
▼ictory depended. Besides two and twenty constant 
guard-ships, there were in the port £fty galleys, from 
thvee to five banks of oars, which the year before had 
been sent to Pompey^s astiatancet and were returned 
since the battle of Pharsalia. Had Achillas been once 
master of these vessels, he might have cut Caesar off 
from all communication with the ocean, and conse« 
qoently from all hopes of receiTing snpplies of victuals 
or forces* Thus tbe Egyptians in hopes of a eomplete 
victory, and the Romans to avoid a certain ruin, ex* 
erted themselves with incredible vigor. At length, 
Caesar carried his point, and not only set fire to the 
▼easels above-mentioned^ but to all that were in tbe 
anenalsy after which he passed some troops into the 
Isle of Pharos. 

93. The Pharos is a tower of prodigious height and 
wonderful workmanship, built in an island from whence 
it takes its name. This island lying over against Alex-* 
andria, makes a haven, and is joined to the continent 
by a causeway of nine hundred paces, and by a bridge. 
Here dwell several Egyptians, who have built a town, 
Itnd live by pillaging the ships that are thrown on their 
GOast| either by mistake or tempest. As it is situate 
at the entrance of the port, which is but narrow, it ab? 
solutely commands it Cassar, knowing tbe importance 
of this post, whilst the enemy were engaged in tbe as- 
sault, landed some troops there, seized tiie tower, and 
put a garrison into it ; thereby securing a safe recep- 
tion for tbe supplies be bad sent for on all sides. In 
the other quarters of tbe town, tbe fight was maintained 
with equal advantage, neither party losing ground, be- 
cause of the narrowness of the passes, which enabled 
f^em ^9sily to support themselves. Aftpx a few men 
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killed on both sides, Cassar^ having secured the nrtist 
necessary places, fortified them in the night. In this 

quarter was a small part of the king's palace, where 
Ceesar was lodged on his first arrival ; and adjoining 
thereto a theatre, that served instead of a citadeU and 
had a commnnication with the port and other arsenals* 
These works he increased, afterwards, that they might 
serve instead of a rampart, to prevent his being obliged 
to fight against his will. Meantime Ptolemy's young- 
est daughter, hoping the throne would be vacant, fled 
from the palace to Achillas, and joined with him in the 
prosecution of the war, fiut they soon disagreed about 
the command, which increased the largesses to the 
soldiers, each party endeavoring to gain them by large 
presents. During these transactions, Pofhinus, Pto- 
lemy's governor, and regent of the kingdom, being dis« 
covered in a clandestine correspondence with AcbillaSt 
whom he encouraged to the vigorous prosecution of 
his enterprise, Cassar ordered him to be pnt to death; 
Such was the commencement of the Alexandrian war« . 
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ALEXANDRIAN WAR. 

1. Thb war thus eommencing at Akxaadriay CcMar 
Mil to Rhodes, Syria, and Cilicia, for his fleet ; lo 

Crete, for archers ; and to Malchus, king of the Naba- 
tbeans, for cavalry : he likewise ordered military en* 
gines to be provided, com to be brought, and forces 
despatched to him with all diligence. Meanwhile^ ha 
was daily employed in angmenting his works ; and 
such parts of the town as appeared less tenable, were 
strengthened with tortoises and mantelets. Openings 
were made in the walls, through which the battering 
iims mig^t play ; and whaterer houses were throwa 
down, or taken by force, were brought within the in« 
trenchments : for Alexandria is in a manner secure 
from fire, because the inhabitants use no wood in their 
buildings, the houses being all vaulted, and roofed 
ivith tila or pavement. Cassar'a principal aim waa, to 
indose with works the smallest part of the town, sepa^ 
rated from the rest by a morass towards the south : 
for thus the army would lie closer together, be sub- 
ject to oue command, and could readily despatch re« 
lief where it waa loost wanted. Ahoye aU^ he by tUs 
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means made sure of water and forage, w&ich was of so 

much the more consequence, as he was but ill provided 
of the one, and wholly destitute of the other. The 
morass, on the oentrary, served abundantly to supply 
him with both. 

2. Nor were the Alexandrians remiss on their side^ 
or less active in the condnct of their affieiirs. They had 
sent deputies and commissioners into all parts, where 
the power and territories of Egypt extend, with orders 
to levy troops. They had carried vast quantities of 
darts and engines into the town^and drawn together 
an innumerable multitude of soldiers. Yet not con- 
tented with all these preparations, they .established 
workshops in every part of the city, for the making 
of arms ; and enlisted all the slaves that were of age, 
the richer citizens paying and maintaining them* With 
these they guarded the remoter parts of the tom^ 
while .the veteran eohorts, exempt from all other:ser^ 
vice, were quartered in the squares and open places ; 
that on whatever side an attack should be made, they 
might be at hand to give relief, and march fresh and 
intire to the charge* Ail the avenues and passes were 
shut up by a triple wall, built of square stones, attd 
carried to the height of forty feet. The lower parts of the 
town were defended by very high towers of ten stories : 
besides which, they bad likewise contrived a kind of 
moving towers, which consisted of the same number 
-of stories ; and being fitted with ropes and wheelsii 
could, by means of horses, as the streets of Alexandria 
were quite even and level, be conveyed wherever their 
service was necessary. The city, abounding in every 
Ihing, and being very rich, furnished ample materials 
/or these several works; and as the people were exi> 
•tremely ingenious, and quick of apprehension, they so 
.well copied what they saw done by. U9, .that our . men 
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seemed rather to imitate them. They even invented 
many things themselves, and at once invested cor 
works, and defended their own. Their chiefs every 
wbere represented, ^ that the people of Rome were 
endearoring by degrees to steal into the possession of 
Sgypt ; that a few years before Gabinins had come 
thither with an army ; that Pompey had chosen it for the 
place of his retreat ; that Csesar was now among them 
with a considerable body of troops, arid, notwithstand- 
im^ bis rival's death, made no offers to retnm ; that if 
tkey did not therefore find means to expel bim, they 
wonld soon, from a kingdom, be reduced to a Roman 
province : that no time was to be lost in this attempt, 
because the season of the year having put a stop to 
navigation, he could receive no supplies from beyond 
aea/ 

8. Meanwhile, a division arising between Achillas; 
wbo commanded the veteran army, and Arsinoe, tbe 
youngest daughter of king Ptolemy, as- has been de- 
monstrated above ; while they mutually endeavored to 
supplant one another, each striving to engross the su- 
preme authority ; Arsinoe, by the assistance of the 
■lave Ganymed, ber governor, at length prevailed, and 
earned. Achillas to be slain. After bis death, being 
poesessed of tbe wbole power witbout a rival, she 
raised Ganymed to tbe command of tbe army ; who, on 
his entrance into that high office, augmented the al- 
lowance of the troops, and with equal diligence dis- 
cbarged all other parts of his duty. 

4» Alexandria is almost quite hollow underneath, 
occasioned by tbe many aqueducts to tbe Nile, that 
Ibmisb private bouses witb water ; wbere, being re- 
ceived in cisterns, it settles by degrees, and becomes 
perfectly clear. This is preserved for the use of the 
master and his family : for the water of the Nile,, being 
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extremdy thick and muddy, is apt to breed many di** 
tempers: the comrooD people, however, are forced 
to be contented with it, because there is not a single 
spring in the whole city. The river was in that part 
of the town where the Alexandrians were masters: 
hence Ganymed cmeeiyed that a way might be found 
to deprive the Romans of water ; becanee being dis* 
tributed into several streets, for the more easy defence 
i)f the works, they made use of that which was pre- 
served in the cisterns of private houses. With this 
view, he began a great and difficull work ; for havisg 
stopped up all the canals by which his own cisterns 
were supplied, he drew vast quantities of water out of 
the sea, by the help of wheels and other engines, pour« 
ing it continually into the canals of Caesar's quarter* 
. The cisterns in the nearest houses soon began to taste 
Salter than ordinary, and occasioned gpreat wonder 
among the men, who could not think from what cause 
it. proceeded. They were even ready to disbelieve 
.their senses ; when those who were quartered a little 
lower in the town assured them, that they found the 
water the same as before. This put them on comparing 
the cisterns one with another, and by trial they easily 
perceived the diiference. But in a little time the water 
in the nearest houses became quite unfit for use, and 
that lower down grew daily more tainted and brackish ; 
jm which a terror ensued among the troops, thai they 
fancied themselves reduced to the last extremity. Some 
complained of Caesar's delay, that he did not order 
.them immediately to repair to their ships ; others 
dreaded a yet greater misfortune, as it would be im^^ 
possible to conceal their design of retreating from the 
Alexandrians, who were so near them ; and no less so 
to embark in the face of a vigorous and pursuing 
enemy. There were besides ft ^reat number of tbp 
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tomismen in Ca&sar's quarter, whom he had not 
thought proper to force from their houses, because 
tiiey openly pretended to be in his interest, and to 
btre quitted the party of their fellownatisens. Bnt 
to offer here at a defence either of the sincerity or con- 
duct of these Alexandrians, would be only labor in 
▼ain ; since all who know the genius and temper of the 
people must be satisfied , that they are the fittest in« 
ttmments in the world for treason* 

6* Caasar labored to remove his soldiers' fears, by 
encouraging and reasoning the case with them. * They 
might easily,' he told them, ^ find water, by digging 
wells, as all sea-coasts naturally abounded with fresh 
springs : that if Egypt was singular in this respect, and 
dMbred from every other soil ; yet still, as the sea was 
open, and the enemy without a fleet, there was nothing 
to hinder their fetching it at pleasure in their ships, 
either from Paraetonium on the left, or Pharos on the 
right ; which two places lying different ways, the wind 
could never exclude them from both at the same time ; 
that a retreat was on no account to be thought of, not 
only by those who had a concern for their honor, but 
even by such as regarded nothing but life : that it was 
with the utmost difficulty they could defend themselves 
behind their works ; but if tiiey once quitted that ad- 
vantage, neither in numher nor situation would they 
be a match for the enemy : that to embark would re- 
quire much time, and be attended with great danger, 
eqiecially where it must be managed by little boats : 
that the Alexandrians, on the contrary, were nimble 
and active, and thoroughly acquainted with the streeti 
and buildings : that, flushed with so manifest an ad- 
vantage, they would not fail to run before, seize all the 
advantageous posts, possess themselves of the tops of 
the houses^ and by ssittoyini^ them in their retreat^ 
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effectually prevent their getting on board : that they 
might therefore think no more of retiring, but plao^ 
all their hopes of safety in victory/ Having by tfali 
sp^ch reassured his men, he ordered the centurions to 

lay aside all other cares, and apply themselves day 
and night to the digging of wells. The work once 
begun, they pushed it on so vigorously, that the very 
first night abundance of fresk water was found. Thus 
with labor on our sidCi the mighty projects and painful 
attempts of the Alexandrians were intirely frustrated. 

6. Daring these transactions^ the thirty-seventh le« 
l^on, composed of Pompey's veterans that had snr* 
rendered to Ceesar, embarking by order of Domitius 
Calvinus, with arms, darts, provisions, and military 
engines, arrived on the coast of Africa, a little above 
Alexandria. An easterly wind, which continued to 
blow for several days tc^ther, hindered their being 
able to gain the port ; but all along that coast it is very 
Safe riding at anchor. Being detained, however, longer 
than they expected, and pressed with want of water, 
they gave notice of it to Capsar, by a despatch sloop^ 
Ctesar, that he might himself be able to determine 
what was best to be done, went on board one of the 
ships in the harbor* and ordered the whole fleet to foU 
low. He took none of the land forces with him^ be-* 
eanse he was unwilling to leave the works unguarded 
during his absence. Being arrived at that part of the 
coast known by the name of Cherronesus, he sent some 
mariners on shore to fetch water. Part of these ven- 
tOifing too far .into the country for the sake of plunder^ 
were intercepted by the enemy's horse. From tkem 
the Egyptians learned that Cassar himself wason boards 
without any soldiers. On this information, they thought 
fortune had thrown a fair occasion in their way, of 
^ItQQdptiqg something with success: they therefore 
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maoned all the sttips that #eire i& <$ioadilioil to-sail, and 
Mt CMar on his retain* He declined figbting tfaal 
day, for two reasons ; because he had no soldiers on 

board, and it was past four in the afternoon. The 
night, he was sensible, must be highly advantageous 
to bis enemies, who were perfectly well acquainted 
with the coast : and he would himself be deprived of 
the benefit of encouraging his men, which could not bci 
drae with any effect in the dark, where courage and 
cowardice must remain equally unknown. He there- 
fore drew all his ships towards the shore^ where he 
imagined the enemy would not follow hira. 

7. There was one Ehodian galley in Caesar's right 
wing, considerably distant from the rest : this being 
obaerved by the enemy, they came forward with fouc. 
decked ships, and several open barks, to attack her. 
Ccesar was obliged to advance to her relief, that be 
might not suffer the disgrace of seeing one of his 
galleys sunk before his eyes ; though, had he left her 
to perish, she seemed to deserve it for her rashness* 
The attack was sustained with great courage by the 
Rhodians, who, though at all times distinguished by 
their valor and experience in engagements at sea, yet 
exerted themselves in a particular manner on this oc- 
casion, that they might not draw on themselves the 
charge of having occasioned a misfortune to tlie fleet. 
Accordingly they obtained a complete victory, took 
one four-bencbed galley, sunk another, disabled a 
third, and slew all that were on board, besides a great 
number belonging to the other ships. Nay, had not 
night interposed, Ca;sar would have made himself 
master of their whole fleet. During the consternation 
that followed on this defeat, Caesar, finding tlie con- 
trary winds to abate, took the transports in tow, and 
advanced with the victorious fleet to Alexandria* 
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8. The Alexandrians, disheartened at this loss, as 
finding themselves now worsted, not by the superior 
ralor of the soldiers, bat by the skill and ability of 
fhe mariners, retired to the tops of their booses, and 
blocked np the entrance of Ibeir streeti, as fearing onr 
fleet might attack them even by land* But soon after, 
Ganymed assuring them in council, that he would not 
only restore the yessels they bad lost, but even increase 
their number, they began to repair their old ships with 
great expectation and confidence, and resolved to apply 
more than ever to the putting their fleet in a good con- 
dition : and although they had lost above a hundred 
and ten ships in the port and arsenal, yet did not all 
this disconrage them ; because, by making themselves • 
masters at sea, tbey saw they wonld have it in their 
power to hinder Caesar's receiving any reinforcements 
or supplies. Besides, being naturally mariners, born 
on the sea coast, and exercised from their infancy in 
naval affairs, they were desirous to retorn to that 
wberein tbeir true and proper strength lay, remember-* 
ing the advantages they had formerly gained, even with 
their little ships. They therefore applied themselves 
with all diligence to the equipping a fleet. 

9* Vessels were stationed at all the months of the 
Kile, for receiving and gathering in the casloms. Se* 
veral 61d ships were likewise lodged in the king's pri- 
vate arsenals, where tbey had remained unrigged for 
many years. These last they refitted, and recalled the 
former to Alexandria* To supply themselves with oars^ 
they uncovered the porticoes, academies, and publid 
bnlldings, and made use of Ihe planks they furnished. 
Their natural ingenuity, and the abundance of all 
things to be met with in the city, supplied every want. 
In fine» they had no long navigation to provide for^ 
and were only solicitous about present exigences, lbre-» 



Digitized by Gopgle 



gBdsg iiAj'mbdlk'tMfg^ in tte 

port. In a few days, therefore, contirary to all tepee* 
tation, they had fitted out twenty-two quadriremes, 
aad five quinqueremes. To these they added a gr^at 
riumber of small Open barka ; and employing the rowefli 
iii^the hitfbor, to praettoe and exeretoe themwlrei, put 
a sufficient nunib^r of soldiei*i» on board, and prepared^ 
every thing necessary for an engagement. Caesar had 
nine Rbodian galleys, (for, of the ten which were sent, 
one was shipwrecked on the coast of Egypt) eight 
ftom Pontm, five froai Lyda* and twelve ont of Asia. 
Of tbese, ten were qnaMremer^ and five quinquei^tn^rr 
the rest were of an inferior bulk, and for* the rtosf 
part without decks. Yet, trusting to the valor of his 
soldiers, and knowing the strength of the enemy, he 
prepared for an eng^gninent«< 

1€« When boHi aidoi woM^ cOttMf'to'llarv^' suffidenf 
ootffid^e in thefir own sti^ngth, Gsettar salted^ ronnd' 
Pharos, and formed in line of battle over against the 
enemy. The Rbodian galleys were in bis right wiHg, 
and those of Pontus in his lefl. Between these! he 
teft a space of four himdired pacos^ to scQhre fbr tbe^ 
Atending and' mfkin^ Ibe Tesbds; Tbia' dUrpostliott 
being made, he drew up the r^st of the fleet as a re- 
s^ve, giving them the necessary orders, and distri- 
buting them in such manner, that every ship Mlowed 
tbait to which she was appointed to give anceotl TbO' 
Alosnandriana came forth wiih'grc»t confidence; and^ 
drew up their fleet, placing tbeiv twenty-two qnadti- 
remes in front, and disposing the rest behind them in 
a second line, by way of reserve. They bad, besides, 
a great number of boats and smfaller vessels, that car-- 
ried fire andcomlmatible weapctaf, with ^design to fright' 
tie»by*tbeir number, cri6s; and fiatming darts^ lifetween* 
the two fleets were certain flats, separated by very 
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narrow channela. ^■Mt4^* iOi*A.lr on the 

African coast, as bein^ in that division of Alexandria 

which belongs to Africa. Both sides waited which 
should first pass these shallows, because whoever en- 
tered the narrow channels between them, in case of 
any misfortune, would find it very difficult either to 
retreat, or work the ships to advantage. 

II. Euphranor commanded the Rhodian fleet ; who, 
for valor and greatness of mind, deserved rather to be 
ranked among the Romans than the Grecians. The 
Rhodiaus had raised him to the post of admiral, on 
account of his known conrage and experience. He, 
perceiving Caesar's design, addressed him to this effect: 
* You seem afraid of passing the shallows first, lest you 
should be thereby forced to come to an engagement 
before the rest of the fleet can be brought up. Leave 
the matter to us ; we will sustain the fight, and I hope 
too without disappointing your expectations, until the 
whole fleet gets clear of the shallows. It is hoth dis*- 
honorahle and afflicting, that they should so long con- 
tinue in our sight with an air of triumph.' Caesar, 
encouraging him in his design, and bestowing many 
praises on him, gave the signal for engaging, Fous 
Rhodian ships having passed the shallows, the Alex- 
andrians gathered round and attacked them. They 
maintaiq.ed the fight with great bravery, disengaging 
themselves by their art and address, and working their 
ships with so much skill, that notwithstanding the in- 
equality of number, none of the enemy were suffered 
to run alongside, or hreak their oars. Meantime the 
rest of the fleet came up ; when, on account of the nar- 
rowness of the place, art becoming useless, the success 
depended vvholly on valor. The Alexandrians and Ro- 
mans who were in the town, laying aside all thoughta 
of attack and defence, mounted the tops of the hQus^ 
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ftnd all the eminences that would give a view of the 
fight, addressing the gods by vows and prayers for 
victory. 

12. The ^vent of the battle was by no means equal. 
A defeat would have deprived us of all resource either 
by land or sea ; and eren victory itself would not much 

better our condition. The Alexandrians, on the con- 
trary, by a victory, gained every thing; and if de- 
feated, might yet again have recourse to fortune. It 
was likewise a matter of the highest concern, to see the 
safety of all depend on the bravery of a few, whose 
want of courage would expose their whole party to 
destruction. This Csesar had often represented to his 
troops during the preceding days, that they might be 
thereby induced to fight with the more resolution, when 
they knew the common safety to depend on their 
bravery. Every man said the same to his comrade, 
companion, and friend ; requesting him not to disappoint 
the expectation of those who had chosen him prefer- 
ably to others for the defence of the common interest. 
Accordingly they fought with so much resolution, that, 
neither the art nor address of the Egyptians, a mari- 
time and seafaring people, could etand them in any 
stead, nor the multitude of their ships be of service to 
them ; nor the valor of those selected for this engage- 
ment stand in competition with the determined cou- 
rage of the Romans. In this action a quinquereme was 
taken, and a bireme, with all the soldiers and mariners 
en board, besides three sunk, without any loss on our 
side. The rest fled towards the town, sheltering them- 
selves under the mole and forts, whither we durst not 
pursue them. 

13. To deprive the enemy of this resouree for the 
ftiture, Camar thought it by all means necessary to 
render himself master of the mole and jsland : for, 
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fend himself both in the island and city. This imola-» 

tion being taHeo, he pii)t ipito boats and small vesaels 
tan cohorts, a select body of light-armed infantry, anji 
such the QatMc cav^f^ 9^ he thought most for hi^ 
pucgosfiA 1^ sent tja^^ against the island ; whilst, at 
tb^ ^n^p time, to Qocmo^n.diveniioip, he att^pked:!! 
op the other with his fleet, promising great rewards. to 
thosq who should first render themselves, masters of it« 
At first the attf^ck was brisk, and the defence vigorous ;^ 
(of th^^ bgth annoyed oui*; o^eu, from, th^ tops of the 
bqpiASi, ^4 gall^n^]^ mmMfi^ thfpc grpuod, aloitf 
t)ip shpr^t wbifihi beioft steep, and mgfyj Qur. men 
could find' no way, of approach ; all the mori^ acceas-^ 
ible avenues being skilfully defended by small boats, 
and five galleys, properly, stationed; fpr; that purpose. 

when, after e;iiamiiiifig the afuprquAlif^ andfliiG^M^v 
ii^ the aballQ^ % few oft om men got qntthe ri^ored^ 
aiHl-were foUpwed by Qthers^ whoipushed.the ieb^iiders^ 

without intermission, the Pbarians at last betook thein- 
selves to flight. On this, abandoning the defence of 
^ pprt» tl^ q^itted thejyr ships, and retiretd inti> the 
^11, to provide forithe.sf^urity. of theiir b9imi> B^tt 
ti^y QQidii not long' maintidp thieir. ground t|iere 1 
though, to compare small things;witb great, their builds, 
ings resembled those of Alexandria, and their towers: 
were high, and joined together, so as to form a kind of 
WiaU ; aad our mea.had neither ladders^ fascii»f^,nei]r> 
eny w<ejipcffiB .fodc^ assaultt Bot feex often .diapirKves vawi 
of coansid andtslveBgthf as.happened.on this.oQea«oA,. 
Those who had ventHred to oppose us on even ground^ 
terrified by the loss of a few men, and the general 
rout, durst not face us, from a height io£ thirty feefcr* 

buti thfowivg. theiiiaelYie% irom tb» flMile».iiitih th^ .WMit 
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ifendeavorfed to gain the town, tbMgli 'above eight hiiti'^ 
dred paces distant. Many hotter %e^e lilain, and 
«Aiimt six htemdred kakm. 

§4. CMftt', ^i^iH t^lfiftdel* to ^lie 8(Adiei9, 

%tdered tfie honses to Tje demolishe^d ; but fottified the 
ckstle at the end of the bridge next the island, and 
)»laced a garrison in it. This the Phamiis had aban- 
^ned ; btit the Otte^, toWaf&^ the toWn^ whidb wa6 
totisMiejiibly 8itMig»i im «tiU Iveld by the At^xan- 
tAHalid. GteMr «t«iieke4 ft next day ; b^cM^ie, by 
ttng possesision of these two forts, he would be intirely 
master of the port, and prevent sudden excursions and 
|>lraeie8. Already had> by tti^aiiii of bis ati'ows and 
ieligimB» ftr^d ^ gMiMa lo ebAttdbii the pBeMse, and 
tMt^ teHvatd^ th^ town. h*d aUb landed ikre^ 
Cohorts, tvbifch was all the plac6 We^ld contain ; and 
disposed the rest of his troops aboard to sustain them. 
He then fortified the bridge on the side of the enemy, 
built ateb across Ibe etittanee of the ^cM, and filled 
it tit>, In stmh a teatmer, witb etenfeSy tbat «iet tbe 
#mll6St b6at -eould past. Wten tiio v^o^k was ahnoM 
finished, the Alexandrians sallied in crowds from the 
town, and drew up, in an open place, over against the 
intrenchment we kad cast up at the head of the bridge* , 
At the same time, the tessels^ which they had been ' 
fmnA to ifiake pass nhdar the bridgfe, to M ire to ottr 
vhips of blkrdeii> wei^ ranged along the mole. Onf 
men fought from the bridge and the mole ; the enemy 
from the area, over against the bridge, and from their 
ships, by Ihe side of the mole. While Giesari atteative 
wimt passed, was exhorting his troops, a number of 
towers mi matiaers, quittitig theft sMps, threw them- 
selves on the mole ; partly out of curiosity, partly to 
tiave a share in the action. At first, with stones and 
•lingSy they foreed the eaemy^s ships from the molO) 
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and seemed to do still greater execution with their 
darts : but when, some time after, a few Alexan- 
drians found means to land, and attack ih&m in flank^ 
n$ they had left their ehips without order or discipline, 
so they soon began to fly with precipitation. The 
Alexandrians, encouraged by this success^ landed in 
great numbers, and vigorously pushed our men, who 
were by this time in g^eat confusion. Those that re- 
mained in the galleys perceiving 4his, drew up the 
laddersi and put off from the shore, to prevent the 
enemies boarding them. The three cohorts, who were 
at the head of the mole, to guard the bridge, astonished 
at this disorder, the cries they heard behind them, and 
the general rout of their party ; unable, besides, to 
bear up i^inst the multitude of darts which came 
pouring on them, and fearing to be surrounded, and 
have their retreat cut off, by the departure of their 
ships, abandoned the defence of the bridge, and ran, 
with all the speed they could, towards the galleys^ 
Some, getting on board the nearest vessels, overloaded 
and sunk them : part, making head against the enemyt 
and uncertain what course to take§ were cut to pieees 
by the Alexandrians : others, more fortunate, got to 
the ships that rode at anchor ; and a few, by the help 
of their bucklers, swam to the nearest vessels. Caesar, 
endeaToring to reanimate his men, and lead them back 
to the defence of the works, was exposed to the same 
danger with the rest : when, finding them universally 
to give ground, he retreated to his own galley ; whither 
such a multitude followed, and crowded after him, 
that it was impossible either to work or put her o& 
Foreseeing what must happeu, he flung himself into 
the sea, and swam to a ship that lay at some distance^ 
Hence despatching boats to succor his men, he, by that 
paeans, preserved a small number. His own ship, sunJi 
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by the multitude that crowded into her, perished with 
all that were on board. We lost in this action about 
four hundred legionary aoldiersy and somewhat above 
jkhat number of sailoni and roweni* The Alexandriana 
secured the fbrt by strong works, and a great number 
of engines ; and having cleared away the stones with 
which Caesar had blocked up the port, enjoyed hence- 
forward a free and open navigation. 

ld« Our men, instead of being disheartened at this 
loss, seemed rather ronsed and animated by it. They 
were making continual sallies on the enemy, to destroy 
or check the progress of their works ; fell on them as 
often as they had an opportunity ; and never failed to 
intercept them, when they ventured to advance beyond 
their fortifications. In short, the legions were so bent 
on fighting, tiiat they even ontstripped the orders and 
exhortations of Gassar. They were inconsolable for 
their late disgrace, and impatient to come to blows 
with the enemy ; insomuch, that he found it rather ne- 
eessary to restrain and check their ardor, than incite 
them to aotion. 

16. The Alexandrians, peroeiving that success con- 
frmed the Romans, and that adverse fortune only ani- 
mated them the more ; as they knew of no medium 
between these, on which to ground any farther hopes, 
resolved, either by the advice of the friends of their 
Iciog who were in Caesar's quarter, or of tbeir own 
motion ; or, perhaps, on an intimation Arom the king 
himself, suggested to him by secret emissaries, to send 
ambassadors to Caesar to demand their king. They 
represented, ' that the people, weary of subjection to a 
wmnan, of living tmder a'precaiions government, and 
sebmiiting to the cmel laws of the t3rrant Ganymed, 
instead of obeying their own lawful king, desired no- 
thing so much a9 to have him amongst them : that, in 
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granting their request, he would pave the way to an 
alliance, and extinguish all the fears and objections 
that hskd hitherto obstructed it/ Though Camr knew 
4^ nation 4o be false and «pevidioaBy aeldem ipeafcing 
as 4iiey »ealt9r4hougbt, he judged it best liowemr to 
jcomply with their desire. He 43ven flattered himself, 
that his condescension in sending back their king at 
their request, would prevail on them to be faithful ; 
or, as was more agre^aJble to their ehaiaotery if they 
only wanti(d the king to iiead ^etr asmy, at leai^ it 
(RrxHdd he move fi»r Us honor and isredit to iiaFO to do 
with a monarch, than with a band of slaves and fugi- 
tives. Accordingly he sent Ptolemy to them, exhort- 
ing liim, ' to take the gavernment into his own liaoda, 
and consult the welfare of ao Uir and iUustmus a Uisgh 
dmnt defaced by lijl^Boas raana and coaflagmtians 
fliat he weald mske ills subjects sensible of their duty, 
preserve them from the destruction that threatened 
them, and act with fidelity towards himself and the 
Komansy wjio put so much confidence in him, as io 
send him amongst armed enemies*' Then tidUog him 
by the hand, he told him he was at liberty (o de|^rt 
Bnt the young prince, tboroughly versed in the art ^ 
dissimulation, and no way degenerating from the cha^- 
racter of his nation, intreated Csesar, with tears, not to 
send him back ; for that his company was to him fsmf 
ferabie to a kingdom. G»sar, moved at his^oneenn 
dried «p bis tears ; and telling hnn» if t|ieso ware bis 
feal sentiments, they would soon meet again, dismissed 
him. The king, like a wild beast escaped out of con- 
finement, carried on the war with such acrimony against 
Ca»sar» that the tears he shed at parting seemed to h«va 
k»m tears of joy. Cfssar'a iieiitenaiits, firtenda, caap'^ 
lurionsy and soldiers, were not a little pleased at tbts ; 
hacausei through his easiness of temper^ he had sufr 
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fered himself to be imposed on by a child : as if, in 
'irutli, C«9sar^« behavior on this ^oocasion bad been tbe 
•efiect of ea0Me88 4]f tonper^ and not of nost con* 
mttmiite prodence* 

17« Whm tlie AkgcandriMM iMind UMit iAm reetito* 
tion of their king had neither rendered tlieir own party 
stronger, nor the Romans weaker ; that the troops de- 
spised the yonjtli aad weakness of their king; andtha^t 
^etr affairs* were no waj bettei«d by his presenee i 
Aey mm gpeMf diteonraged t tiie rather, tecaxme a 
«port ran, dial a gr.eat body of troops wm marcliinf 
by land froin Syria and CiUcia to Caesar's assistance, 
of which he had not as yet himself received informa- 
tkm. This however did not binder their design of in- 
ieveepling tbe conToye tbat eame to fain byeea. To 
dhio end, ba^ng equipped some sbips, they ordered 
them to cruise before the Canopic branch of the Nile, 
by which they thought it most likely our supplies 
would arrive. Cassar, who was^ informed of it, sent 
iikewjee hie ifceet to sea, vnder the command of Tibe- 
tfaie Vero. Tbe Rbodian i^lkye made fMrt of tbie 
ogsaikton, beaded by Enpbranor their admiral, wtthovt 
whom he had little hopes of success from any niari« 
time expedition. But fortune, which often reserves 
4he heaviest disasters for those who have been loaded 
witb her highest f»vora, eneonntered Euphranor, mi 
Mb oeoasidn, with an aepeet very different irom what 
abe bad bitbefto worn : for when our ships had arrived 
at CanopUs, and the fleets drawn up on each side had 
hegun the engagement, Euphranor, according to cus- 
tom, having made tbe fast attack, and pierced and 
Mak 0Be of the enemy's ships ; as he pursued the next 
* eonsiderable way, withmxt being sufficientiy sn»» 
tained by those that followed htro, he was surrounded 
by tl)e Alexandrians. None of the ileet advanced to 
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Im weUeft either out of fear for their own safety, of 
feecanse they imagined he wonld easily be able to ex- 
tricate himself by his courage and good fortune. Ac- 
cordingly he alone behaved well in this action ; and, 
being abandoned by all the rest, perished with bis Tic* 
lorious galley* 

18. Abont the same time, Mithridates of Pergamus, 
a man of illustrious descent, distinguished for his 
bravery and knowlege in the art of war, and who bore 
a very high place in the friendship and confidence of 
CiBsar; having been sent in the beginning of the 
Alexandrian war to raise succors in Syria and Cilida, 
arriTed by land at tbe head of a great body of troops, 
which his diligence, and the aflfection of these two 
provinces, had enabled him to draw together in a very 
short time. He conducted them first to Pelusium, a 
laty which joins Syria to Egypt. Achillas, who was 
perfectly well acquainted with its importance, had 
seized and put a strong garrison into it. For Egypt 
is considered as defended on all sides by strong bar- 
riers ; towards the sea by the Pharos, and towards 
Syria by Pelnsinm, whicb are accounted the two keys 
of that kingdom. He attacked it so briskly with a 
large body of troops, fresh men continually sncceedini^ 
in the place of those that were fatigued ; and urged 
the assault with so much firmness and perse verance, 
that he carried it the same day, and placed a garrison 
in it. Thence be pursued his march to Alexandria^ 
reducing all the provinces through which he passed, 
and conciliating them to Csesar, by that authority 
jvhich always accompanies victory. 

19. Not far from Alexandria lies Delta, the most oe* 
lebrated proTince of Egypt, which borrows its name 
from the Greek letter so called : for the Nile, diridinf 
file two channels, which gradually run off as they ap« 
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proach the sea, into whicli they at last dtsclmr^ 

themselves, at a considerable distance from one ano- 
ther, leaves an intermediate space iu form of a trian- 
gle. The king, understanding that Mithridates ap* 
proached this place, and knowing he most pass the 
river, sent a great hody of troops against him, snfficient, 
as he thought, if not to overwhelm and crush him, at 
least to stop his march ; for though he earnestly de- 
sired to see him defeated, yet he thought it a great 
point gained) to hinder his junction with Cttsar. The 
troops that first passed the river, and came up with 
Mithridates, attacked him immediately, that they 
might alone have the honor of the victory. Mithrida- 
tes at first confined himself to the defence of bis camp, 
which he had with great prodence fortified according 
to the custom of the Romans : but observing that they 
advanced insolently and without caution, he sallied on 
them from all parts, and put a great number of them 
to the sword ; insomuch, that but for their IcLnowlege 
of the places, and the neighborhood of the vessels ia 
which ^ey had passed the river, they must have been 
all destroyed. But, recovering by degrees from their 
terror, and joining the troops that followed them, they 
again prepared to attack Mithridates. 

20. Mithridates sent to inform Csesar of what had 
happened ; the king was likewise informed on his 
aide. Thus, much about the same time, Ptolemy set 
out to crush Mithridates, and Csesar to relieve him. 
The king made use of the more expeditious conveyance 
, of the Nile, where he had a large fieet in readiness. 
CsBsar declined the navigation of the river, that he 
might not be obliged to fight the enemy^s fieet ; and, 
coasting along the African shore, found means to join 
the victorious troops of Mithridates, before Ptolemy 
could attack him. 
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iM* The king had mcamp^d In a «rary ttMgmmm 

■place, hemg an eminence suTrounded on all sides by a 
•plain. Three of its sides were secured by various de- 
•fiBBces* Que adjoiiied to the Nile, the other was steep 
Md iHMcmMile» and Hie ^ird nras defended by a wh> 
MHu Be tmm n Pttolenjr's canqp and CsBsar^s nmte ky 
A narrow rirerwkh wry Wfifli IramiDt^ whieh diaeharged 
itself into the Nile. This river was about seven miles 
from the king's camp ; %vho, iinderstanding that Csesar 
directed his march that way^ setit all his cavalry, wiHi 
A ohcHoe bo^ cf ligii^rmed to hinder Omat 
ftieoi pamingt and nauitein an noeqwal fight Arotn tte 
banks, where courage had no opportunity to exert it* 
self, and cowardice ran no hazard. Our men, both 
borse and foot, were extremely mortified that the 
Alexandnans should so long maintain tiieir gitmnd 
against tiieai. W hereforo the Cfrernaii camlry , dt^er* 
sing in quest of a ford, some Ibund means to 9vnpt 
the river where the banks were lowest ; and the le* 
gionaries at the same time cutting down several large 
trees ibatreached from one bank to another, and throw* 
ing then into the water* by their faiei|i got to the other 
wAb. The enemy, unable to sastain dieir first charge^ 
betook themselves to flight, bat in vain ; for rery few 
returned to the king, being almost all cut to pieces in 
the pursuit. 

22. Caesar, on this success, judging that his sudden 
apprcmch must strike great tmror into the Alexan* 
drians, advanced towards their camp with his vieteri^ 
ous army ; but finding it wdl intrenched, strongly 
fortified by nature, and the ramparts crowded with 
armed soldiers, be did not think proper to attack it at 
that time, as his troops were very much fatigued, both 
by their march apd the late battle ; and ^erefore en* 
camped at a small distance from the enemy* Next day 
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kr «ttftiikad a tei^ ioi a WUaga nol fac aft ivUthi Uia 

king bad joioed to hiB camp by a Une;ofi eomnuoica* 

tion, with & view of keepings possession of the village* 
He employed his whole army in this assault ; not be* 
cailS0.it would have been difficult to oawy it with afewy 

(bficea; b«4 with da»igpto£ ftlUng iounedia^y an tba 
anam/a aamiH. duoiiff tbe alaiw tta lo0« of thia fo9^ 
mast give them. Ajcoordiogly the Romansv in oon«« 
tinuing the pursuit of those that fled from the fort,' • 
arrived at last before the Alexandrian camp, where a 
furious battle ensued. There ware two approaches byr 
wbiab it migbt be aHeakad: one by <ba |daiA».of' wbieb 
we baye spoken before.; the other by a narrow passv 
between Uieir camp and the Nile. The first, which 
was much the easiest^ was defended by a numerous 
body of their^beat trpopa; and the access on the sida 
aC tha Nile gave the enanpy^ gveat advantagea in diai* 
liaf^iag and woqndiiigr our mea>s for thajiv wena ex*- 
poaed to a double abowes of darts : in ftoiit« front, th^ 
rampart; behind, from the river; where the enemy- 
bad stationed a great number of ships, furnished with 
a^abers and sling«trs, that kept a. continual discharge^ 
CtfMMT observing that bia teoopa foagbtwtb. the utmost 
1^^, and yat madya no great progreast m acconat o£ 
the disadvantage of the groand; aa he saw tiiey badr 
left the highest part of their camp unguarded, because, 
batag sufficiently fortified by nature, they had all 
Qnaivded to tba other atjaiDkib partly to have a sbaraiik 
t}i» action^ parfly to ba speolatora of tba iasneft htk 
oidefed some o^uairta to wheel romditba.canipy aa4 
gain that ascent; appointing GarsuleBua to, conMaandf 
them, a brave officer, and well acquainted with the 
aerTice* When they bad reached the place^ where 
ffa^foud hsAw^tf^tom to defend it9.o«jrflDen attacked 
ihfM JQibraUy, thatitha AlwNidinani^.tanBSadih^ tba* 
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eries they heard behind them, and seeing fhemsehrei 

attacked both in front and rear, fled in the utmost cod- 
sternation on all sides. Our men, animated by the 
confusion of the enemy, entered the camp in several 
places at the same time ; and rnnning down from the 
higher ground, put a great number of them to the 
sword. The Alexandrians, endeavoring to escape, threw 
themselves in crowds over the rampart next the river. 
The foremost tumbling into the ditch, where they were 
crushed to death, furnished an easy passage for thofe 
that followed. The king made his escape the same 
way ; but by the crowd that followed him, the ship to 
which he fled was overloaded and sunk. 

23. After this speedy and successful action, Csesar, 
in confidence of so great a victory, marched the nearest 
way by land to Alexandria with his cavalry, and en* 
tered trinmphant into that part of the town possessed 
by the enemy. He was not mistaken in thinking, that 
the Alexandrians, on hearing of the issue of the battle, 
would g^ve over all thoughts of war. Accordingly, as 
soon as he was arrived, he reaped the just fruit of his 
valor and magnanimity ; for the Alexandrians, throw- 
ing down their arms, abandoning their works, and as- 
suming the habit of suppliants, came forth to surrender 
themselves to Caesar, preceded by all those sacred 
s3rmbols of religion with which they were wont to mcd- 
liiy their offended kings* Cassar, accepting their sub-* 
mission, and encouraging them, advanced through the 
enemy's works into his own quarter of the town, 
where he was received with the universal congratu- 
lations of his party, who were no less overjoyed at his 
arrival and presence, than at the happy issue of the 
war. 

24. Caesar, having thus made himself master of Alex- 
andria and Egypt^ lodged the governmeqt in the hands 
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of those to whom PtoleiDy bad bequeathed it by wfll^ 

appointing the people of Rome his executors, and re- 
questing them to confirm his choice : for the eldest of 
his two sons being dead, he settled the kingdom on the 
youngest, in conjunction with his sister Cleopatra, who 
bad always continued faithful to the Romans, The 
younger, Arsinoe, in whose name Oanymed, as we 
have seen, reigned for some time, he thought proper to 
banish the kingdom, that she might not raise any new dis- 
turbance, before the king's authority should be firmly 
established. Things thus settled, he carried the sixth 
l^on with him into Syria, leaving the rest to support 
the authority of th^ king and queen, who neither stood 
well in the affections of their subjects, on account of 
their attachment to Caesar, nor could be supposed to 
have given any fixed foundation^ to their power, in an 
administration of only a few days continuance. It was 
also for the honor and interest of the republic, tbat if 
they continued faithful, our forces should protect them ; 
if otherwise, should be in a condition to restrain them. 
Having thus settled the kingdom, be marched by land 
into Syria. 

. 2^ While these things passed in Egypt, king Bejo* 
tarus applied to Domitius Calvinus, to whom Caesar 
had intrusted the government of Asia and the neighbor- 
ing provinces, beseeching him, * not to suffer Phar- 
naces to seize and lay waste the Lesser Armenia, which 
was his kingdom ; or 'Gappadocia, which belonged to 
Ariobarzanes ; because^ unless they were delivered from 
these insults, it would be impossible for them to exe- 
cute Caesar's orders, or raise the money they stood en- 
gaged to pay.' Domitius, who was not only sensible 
of the necessity of money to defray the expenses of the 
war, but likewise thought it dishonorable to the people 
of Rome and Cssar, as well as infamous to hiuiselfy to 
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mKtSat Uie doniilimt o£ aHies and fkAtods to be uwin ied^ 
by a Ibragn prinee; Bent atnbaMdon to PbafmmSt- 
toaoqmnit bim, * ^«t be mlist witbdnM imm editte ly 

out of Armenia and Cappadocia, and no longer insult 
the majesty and right of the Roman people, engaged 
m a civil war«^ But believing that his deputation would^ 
bare greater weight, if he was ready to seedod it hwii > 
mii at the bead of an amy ; bo repaired to the Ui^^amm 
which were then in Asia, ordering two of them iuto 
Egypt, at Caesar's desire, and carrying the thirty-sixth 
along with him. To this Dejotarua added two more,* 
vfaicb be had trained up for several yeats, accordingf 
to onr disotpline ; and a* hundred borse« The liita 
number of horse were lumisbed by Ariobaroaaeat At^ 
the same time, he sent P. Sextius to C. Plae^toHus the 
questor, for the legion which had been lately levied 
in Pontus; and Quinctius Patisina into Cilicia, to 
draw thence a body of auxiliary troops. All tbeae 
finrceS' had ordem to xfiBdeavoua, as soon as poMiblOy 
at Comana. 

26. Meanwhile his ambassadors returned, with Phar- 
naces' answer, ' That he had quitted Cappadocia but* 
k^t possession of the liesser Ajrtaema, as bis owa^ 
by right of inberitanoe : boweveiv be was willing to 
submit all to the decision of Caesar, to whose com- 
mands he would pay immediate obedience/ C. Domi- 
tius, sensible that he had quitted Cappadocia, not vo- 
lantarily^ but out of necflsrity ; beoause be could mora 
easHy defend Anaenia, wfaidt lay/ contigooua to bia 
own kingdom, than Cappadocia, which was more re-* 
mote ; and because believing, at first, that Domitiur 
bad brought all tho three legions along with him^ on 
bearing that two wera gooo to €s3sar, ba seeuiad mora' 
datermined to ktep possession ; insisted ' oa bls<quil-- 
tiBg Aonanialikawise^ the reason^ in both cases, being 
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the same ; not tras it just to demand tbad the matter 
Axmki be pditponed till Caesar's retttm, ii&Iesa thingi 
were put in the eoadition in whieh they were at first/ 

Having returned this answer, he advanced towards 
Armenia, with the forces above-mentioned, directing 
his march along the hills : for from Pontus, by way of 
Gomana, rans a woody ridge of hills, that extends as 
far as Armenia* &e Less, dividing it firom Cappadocia. 
Th^dvantages he had in view, by such a march, were, 
that he would thereby effectually prevent all surprises, 
and be plentifully furnished with provisions from Cap- 
padocia. 

27« Meantime Phamaces was perpetually sending 
ambassadors to Domitius with presents, and to treat of 

peace. All these he firmly rejected, telling the depu- 
ties, * that notbing was more sacred with him, tban the 
majesty of the Roman people, and the rights of their 
sllies/ After a long march, he reached Nicopolis, a 
eky of Armenia the Less, situated in a plain, having 
mountains, however, on its two sides, at a considerable 
distance. Here be encamped, about seven miles from 
the town. Between his camp and Nicopolis lay a diffi« 
enlt and narrow pass, where Pharnaces placed a chosen 
body of foot and all his horse, in ambascade. He 
ordered a great number of cattle to be dispersed in the 
pass, and the townsmen and peasants to show them- 
selves ; that if Domitius entered the defile as a friend, 
be might have no suspicion of an ambuscade, when he 
saw the men and flocks dispersed, without apprehen- 
sion, in the fields ; or if he should come as an enemy, 
that the soldiers, quitting their ranks to pillage, might 
fell an easy prey to his troops. 

28. While this design was going forward, he never 
eeased sending ambassadors to Domitius, with propo- 
sals of peace and amity, as fancying, by this means, 
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the more easy to insnare him. The cxpectatioa of 
peace kept Domittua in bia camp ; ao that Pharnacea^ 

disappointed of hia hopes, and fearing the ambaaotde 
might be discovered, drew off his troops. Next day 
Domitius approached Nicopolis, and encamped neac 
the towD. While our men were working at the trencbeat 
Pharnacea drew up his army in order of battle, form* 
ing bia front into one line, according to the custom of 
the country, and securing his wings with a triple body 
of reserves. Domitius, ordering part of the troops to 
continue under arms before the rampart^ completed 
the fortificationa of hia camp« 

29. Next night, Pharnacea, having intercepted the 
couriers who brought Domitius an account of the pos- 
ture of affairs at Alexandria, understood that Caesar 
waa in great danger^ and requested Domitiiis to aend 
hira anccora apeedily, and come himself to Alexandria 
by the way of Syria. Pharnacea, on thia intelligence, 
imagined that protracting the time would be equivalent 
to a victory ; because Domitius, lie supposed, must 
very soon depart. He therefore dug two ditchea, fonr 
feet deep, at a moderate distance from each other, on 
that aide where lay the eaaieat acceaa to the town, and 
our forces might, with most advantage, attack him ; 
resolving not to advance beyond them. Between these, 
he constantly drew up his army, placing all his ca- 
valry on the winga without them, which greatly ex- 
ceeded oura in number, and would otherwiae have been 
useless. 

30. Domitius, more concerned at Caesar's danger 
than hia own, and believing he could not retire with 
aafety, ahould he now deaire the conditiona he had re- 
jected, or march away without any apparent cause ; 
drew his forces out of the camp, and ranged them in 
order of battle. He placed the thirty-sixth legion on 
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Hie ri^lit) Aat of Pontns on tbe left, and tbose of Dejo' 

tarus in the main body ; drawing them up with a very 
narrow front, and posting the rest of the cohorts ta 
sustain the wings* The armies thus drawn 11 p on each 
aide, they prepared for battle ; and the signal being 
given at tbe same time by both parties, tbe engagement 
began. The conflict was sharp and various : for the 
thirty-sixth legion, falling on the king's cavalry, that 
was drawn up without the ditch, charged them so suc« 
eeasfttUy, that they drove them to tbe very walls of tbe 
town, passed tbe ditch, and attacked tbeir infantry be- 
hind. But on the other side, the legion of Pontus 
having given way ; the second line, which advanced to 
sustain them, fetching a compass round the ditch, in 
order to attack tbe enemy in flank, was overwhelmed 
and borne down by a shower of darts, in endeavoring 
to pass it. The legions of Dejotarus scarce made any 
resistance ; so that the victorious right wing, and main 
body of the king's army, fell on the thirty-sixth legion, 
wbicb yet made a brave stand ; and though surrounded 
by tbe forces of tbe enemy, witb wonderful presence of 
mind, cast themselves into an orb, and retired to the 
foot of a mountain, whither Pharnaces did not think 
fit to pursue them, because of the disadvantage of the 
place. Thus the legion of Pontus being almost wholly 
cut off, witb great part of those of Dejotarus, the 
thirty-sixth legion retreated to an eminence, with the 
loss of about two hundred and Mty men. Several Ro- 
man knights, of illustrious rank, fell in this battle. 
Domititts, after this defeat, rallied the remains of bis 
broken army, and retreated, by safe ways, through 
Cappadocia, into Asia. 

31. Pharnaces, elated with this success, and hoping 
that Ccesar would never be able to extricate himself at 
Alexandria, entered Pontus with all his forces. There 
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aeting 9mqo»m mA king, and proarisiog bintelf a 

happier destiny tban his father^ be ravaged their townS| 
seized the effects of the Roman citizens and natives, 
inflicted punishments worse than death on suekaawere 
distiDgQisbed by tbeir age or beanty ; and bayiug made 
bimself nastet of aH Pontns, a» there was no one to 
oppose his progress, boasted that he had recovered bis 
Other's kingdom. 

32. About the same time, we received a consider* 
able cheek in lUyrienm; whieb province, Q. Coral* 
fieiuSy CsBsar^s qaestor, bad defended the preeeding 
months, not only without insult, but even with honor, 
and a conduct worthy of praise. Caesar had sent him 
thither, the summer before, with two legions ; and 
though it was of itself little able to subsist an army, and 
at that time ia particiilar almost totally mined by the 
neighborhood of so many wars ; yet by his prudence, 
vigilance, and uncommon care, he defended and kept 
possession of it : for he made himself master of several 
forts, built on eminences, whose advantageous situation 
tempted the inbabitantato nake descents and inroads 
on the country ; and gave the plunder of them to bia 
soldiers; which, though but inconsiderable, yet as they 
were no strangers to the distress and ill condition of 
the province, did not cease to be grateful ; the rather, 
as it was the fruit of their own valor. And when, after 
ibe battle of PhaiaaUa^ Octavius had retreated to that 
eoast with a large fleet; Coraificius, with some vessels 
of the Jndeftini, who had always continued faithful to 
the commonwealth, made himself master of the great-> 
est part of his ships, which, joined to those of the Ju- 
dertini, rendered him capable of sustainiag even a 
naval engagement: and while Csisar, victorious, was 
pursuing Pompey to the remotest parts of the earth ; 
n advice thai the enemy had^ for the mos.t part, re- 
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tired into Illyricttm» on account of its neighborhood 
Id Macedonia, and were there nafUng into a body ; he 
vpMle to GaWbaini, * fepair direettjr thitlier) widi 
the new^-raised legioni, and jofn Cdmiieiiia, that in 
case of any danger to the province, they might be the 
better able to protect it ; but if less forces sufficed, 
to mareh into Macedonia, wUch he foresaw would 
never be ilree from eottittiotioiis> bo long as Pompey 
Ifred/ 

33. Gabinius, whether he imagined the province 
better provided than it really was, or depended mudh 
on the auspicious fortune of Caesar, or confided in his 
own Yalor and abilities, having often terminated, witk 
saieeess, difficult and dangerons wars; marched Into 
Illyricum, in the middle of winter, and the most diffi-^ 
cult season of the year ; where, not finding sufficient 
Mbsistence in the proirince, which was partly ruined, 
pnrfly ill-affected ; and hating no supplies by s^a, be^ 
cause the season of the year had put a stop to naviga'' 
tion ; he found himself compelled to carry on the war. 
Hot according to his own inclination, but as necessity 
allowed. As he was therefore obliged to lay siege t6 
Ibrts and eastles in a very rude season, he received 
many checks, and fell under such contempt with the 
barbarians, that retiring to Salona, a maritime city^ 
inhabited by a set of brave and faithful Romans, he 
was attacked on his march ; and after the loes of two 
ttonsand soldiem, thirty-eight centurions, and four 
tribunes, got to Satona with the rest ; where his wanti 
continually increasing, he died a few days after. Hid 
misfortunes and sudden death gave Octavius great 
hopes of mastering the province : bat fortune, whose 
influence is so great in matters of war, joined to iht 
diligence of Gomiflcius, and the valor of Vatinius^ - 
soon put an end to his triumphs. 
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34. For Vatinins, who was then at Brundusium, 
having intelligence of what passed in lUyricum, hy 
letters from Cornificiasy who fNressed him to come to 
the assiataiice of the proTince, and informed him, that 
Ootavins bad leagued with the barbarians, and, in 
several places, attacked our garrisons, partly by sea, 
with his fleet, partly by land, with the troops of the 
barbarians : Vatiiuus, I say, on notice of these things 
though extremely weakened by sicknessi insomncht 
that his strength of body no way answered his resolu- 
tion and greatness of mind; yet, by his valor, suiv 
mounted all opposition, the force of his distemper, the 
rigor of the season, and the difficulties of a sudden 
preparation : for having himself but a very few galleysty 
be wrote Kalenus, in Aehaia, to furnish him with a 
squadron of ships : but these not coming with tbal 
despatch which the danger our army was in required, 
because Octavius pressed hard on them ; he fastened 
l>eaks to all the barks and vessels that lay in the porl^ 
^hose number was considerable enough, though they 
were not sufficiently large for an engagement. Joining 
these to what galleys he had, and putting the. veteran 
-soldiers aboard, whereof he had a great number, who 
bad been left sick at Brundusium, when the army went 
pyer to Greece, he sailed for Ulyricum ; where, having 
subjected several maritime states that had declared fo^ 
OctaviuSy and neglecting such as continued obstinate 
in their revolt, because he would sufl'er nothing to 
retard his design of meeting the enemy, — he came up 
with Octavius before Epidaurus ; and obliging him to 
?aise the siege, whicb be was carrying on with great 
vigor by sea and land, joined the garrison to his own 
forces. 

35. Octavius, understanding that Vatinins' fleet con- 
sisted mostly of smajl harksj and con^diog in th$ 
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Strength of his own, stopped at the isle of Tauris. 
<Vatinius followed him thither, not imagining he would 
iialt Bt that place, bat became he was determined to 
pursue him wherever he weift. Vatinins, who had no 
suspicion of an enemy, and whose ships were moreover 
dispersed by a tempest, perceived, as he approached 
the isle, a vessel filled with soldiers, that advanced 
towards him» with full sails. On tiiis, he gave orders 
for furling the sails, lowering the sail-yards, and arnh* 
ing the soldiers ; and hoisting a flag, as a signal for 
battle, intimated to the ships that followed to do the 
same. Our men prepared themselves in the best man- 
aar their sudden surprise would allow, while Octavius 
jidvanced in good order from the port. The two fleets 
drew up. Octavius had the advantage as to dispo^ 
sition, and Vatinius in the bravery of his troops. 

36. Vatinius, finding himself inferior to the enemy 
both in the number and largeness of his ships, resolved 
to commit the affair to fortune, and therefore, in his 
, mm quinquereme, attacked Octavius in bis four* 
benched galley. This he did with such violence, and 
the shock was so great, that the beak of Octavius' 
galley was broke« The battle raged with great fury 
Mkewise in other places, but chiefly round the two 
'admirals: for as the ships on each side advanced to 
sustain those that fought, a close and furious conflict 
ensued in a very narrow sea, where the nearer the 
vessels approached, the more had Vatinius' soldiers 
the advantage ; for, with admirable courage, they 
leaped into the enemy's ships, and forcing them, by 
this means, to an equal combat, soon mastered them 
by their superior valor. Octavius* galley was sunk ; 
many others were taken, or suffered the same fate« 
The soldiers were jmrtly slain in the ships, partly 
Jhcoim overboard into the sea. Octavius got into % 



boat, which sinking under the multitude that crowded 
lUfter hini) be bimself, though wounded, swam to ikim 
tarigauUlie, where being taken up, and iHgiit buiriiig 
put an end to the battle, as the wind blew Terj strong, 
he spread all his sails and fled. A few of bis ships^ 
that had the good fortune to escape, followed him. 

37. Yatiuius, seeing the enemy intirely defeated* 
sounded a retreat, and ^tered vicloriQiis the pert 
wheace Qctaviiis had saUed to fight him, witb<»it tho 
loss of a single vessel. He took, in this battle, one 
quinquereme, two triremes, eight two-benched galleys, 
and a great number of rowers. The next day was em* 
ployed in repairing his own fleet, and the ships he had 
taken from the enemy : after whieh, he sailed for the 
island of Issa, imagining Octavius would retire thither 
after his defeat. In this island was a florishing city^ 
well affected to Octavius, which however surrendered 
lo Yatinius on the first summons* Here he und^«» 
stood that Octavius, attended by a few small bat fcs* 
had sailed, with a fair wind, for Greece, whence he 
intended to pass on to Sicily,, and afterwards to Africa. 
Yatinius having, in so sborl a space, successfully ter-i 
minated the sffmm of lUyrteumt restored the provinee^ 
in a peaceable eonditioPt to Comifioins^ and driT«» 
the enemy^s fleet out of those seas, returned vtctoriona 
to Brundnsium, with bis army and fleet in good con* 
dition. 

88* While.Gaesar besi^fedPnapeyatByrrfaaelram^ 
triumphed at PharsaKa, and carried on the war» vriA 

so much danger, at Alexandria, Cassius Longinus, who 
had been left in Spain as proprctor of the farther pro- 
vince, either through his natural diiqjiosition, or out 
of a hatted he had contracted to the pforince, heeansa 
of a wound he had treacherously feeai¥ed tiiere, whe^ 
qoestor, drew on himself the general dislike of thepeon 



kjiu^ jcl by Google 



AtBXANDEIAN WAR 



SOI 



pie. He discerned this temper among them, partly from 
a consciousness that he deserved it, partly from the 
Humifest indications they gave of their discooteiit. To 
secure himeelf against their diaaffection, he endearored, 
to gain the love of the soldiers ; and having for thia 
purpose assembled them together, he promised them 
a hundred sesterces a man* Soon after, having made 
himself master of Medobrega, a town in Lusitania, and 
eif Mount Herminiiia, whither the Hedobregians had 
l«tured ; and being, on that occasion, saluted Impe* 
rator by the army, he gave them another hundred 
sesterces each. These, accompanied with other con- 
siderable largesses, in great number, seemed, for the 
present, to increase the good will of the army; but 
tended gradually and imperceptibly to the relaxatioii 
of military discipline. 

39. Cassius, having sent his army into winter quar* 
ters, fixed his residence at Cordova, for the adminis* 
tration of justice. Being greatly in debt, he resolved 
to pay it by laying heavy impositions on the province ; 
and according to the custom of prodigals, made his 
liberalities a pretence to justify the most exorbitant 
demands. He tSMd the rich at discretion, and com* 
polled them to pay, without the least regard to their 
vemonstrances ; frequently improving light and trifling 
offences, as a handle for all manner of extortions. All 
methods of gain were pursued, whether g^eat and ap- 
parent, or mean and sordid. None that had any thing 
to lose oould escape accusation ; insomuch, that the 
plunder of their private fortunes was aggravated by 
the dangers they were exposed to from pretended 
crimes. 

40. Thus Longinus, acting the same part when pro* 
consul which he had done when questiHr, drew on him* 
aelf the like conspiramea against Ua life. Eren his 
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own dependents concurred in the general hatred ; who, 
though the ministers of his rapioe, yet hated the man 
by whose aathority they committed those crimes. Ttie 
odium still increased on his raising a fifth legion, 
which added to the expense and burden of the pro* 
•vince. The cavalry was augmented to three thousand, 
with costly ornaments and equipage ; nor had the peo- 
ple any respite from his extortions. 

4L Meanwhile be received orders from Caesar to 
transport his army into Africa^ and march through 
*Mauritania towards Numidia, because king Juba had 
sent considerable succors to Pompey, and was pre- 
paring to send more. These letters filled him with an 
insolent joy, for the opportunity they offered him of 
pillaging new provinceSy and a wealthy kingdom. He 
therefore hastened into Lusitania to assemble his le« 
gionS) and draw together a body of auxiliaries ; ap- 
pointing certain persons to provide corn, ships, and 
money, that nothing might retard him at his return, 
which was much sooner than expected ; for when 
interest called, Cassias wanted neither industry not 
rigilance. 

' 42. Having got his army together, and encamped 
iiear Cordova, he made a speech to the soldiers, wherein 
be acquainted them with the orders he bad received 
from Csesar, and promised them a hundred sesterces 
each when they should arrive in Mauritania. The 
fifth legion, be told thein, was to remain in Spain. 
Having ended his speech, he returned to Cordova. 
The same day, about noon, as he went to the ball of 
justice, one Minntius Silo, a client of L. RaciKus, pre* 
sented him with a paper, in a soldier's habit, as if he 
had some request to make : then retiring behind Ra- 
cilius, (who walked beside Cassius) as if waiting for an 
imswer, be insensibly drew near ; and a favorable op^ 
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poftanity offering, seized Cassius with bis left hand, 
and wounded him twice with a dagger in his right. 
Hhe noise this occasioned was as a signal to the con* 
spiratorsy who all rushed on him in a body. Munatioa 
PlancQs killed the lictor that was next Longinust and 
wonnded Q. Cassins, his lieutenant. T. Yasius, and 
L. Mergilio, seconded their countryman Plancus ; for 
they were all Italians. L. Licinius Squillus flew on 
Longinus himself, and gave him several slight wounds 
. I» be lay on the ground. By this time bis guards 
came up to his assistance, (for he always had a body 
of veterans, armed with darts, to attend him) and sur- 
rounded the rest of the conspirators, who were ad» 
•vancing to complete the assassination. Of this num* 
ber were Calpumius Salvianus and Manilius Tnscn* 
Jus. Cassius was carried borne ; and Minutius Silo, 
Stumbling on a stone, as he endeavored to make his 
escape, was taken and brought to hira. Racilius re- 
tired to the neighboring house of a friend till he should 
have certain information of the fate of Cassius. L. 
JUaterensiSy not doubting but be was despatched, ran, in 
« transport of joy, to the camp, to congratulate the se* 
cond and the new-raised legions on it, who, he knew, 
bore a particular hatred to Cassius ; and who, imme- 
•j^iately on this intelligence, placed him on the tribunal, 
and proclaim^d him pretor : for there was not anatirid 
iif the province, nor a soldier of the new-raised legion, 
nor a person, who by long residence was naturalised 
to the province, of which kind the second legion con- 
jBisted, who did not join in the general hatred of Cas* 
aius. Meantime Laterensis was informed that Cassius 
was still alive ; at wjiicb being rather grieved tbaft 
disconcerted, he immediately so far recovered himself, 
AB to go and wait on him. By this time tlie thirtieth 
legion^ having notice of what had passed, marched to 
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Cordova, to the assistance of their general. The 
twenty-first and fifth followed their example. As only 
two legioas remained iQ the camp, the second, fearing 
they shonld be left alone, and thereby hare their sen* 
timents known, did the same : bat the new-nised 
legion continued firm, nor could be induced by any 
motives of fear to stir from its place. Cassias ordered 
all the accomplices of the conspiracy to be seised, and 
sent back the fifkh legion to the eamp, retaining tbt 
other three. By the confessioh of Minntins,' be learned 
that L. Racilius, L. Laterensis, and Annius Scapula, 
a man of great authority and credit in the prorincey 
and equally in his confidence with Laterensis and Ra* 
cilittSy were concerned in the plot: nor did be long 
defer bis revenge, but ordered them to be pat to death* 
He delivered Minutius to be racked by his freedmen ; 
likewise Calpurnius Salvianus; who, turning evidencCf 
increased the nnmber of the conspirators ; jnsdy, as 
some think ; but others pretend that he was forced* 
L. Mergilio was likewise put to the torture. Squillus 
impeached many others, who were all condemned to 
die, except such as redeemed their lives by a fine : for 
he pardoned Calpumins for ten^ and Q. Sextina for 
fifty tbousand sesterces; who, though deeply guilty, 
yet having, in this manner, escaped death, showed 
Cassius to be no less covetous than cruel. 

43. Some days after, he received letters from Cse^ 
sar, with an account of Pompey's defeat and fl^^ht; 
which news equally affected him with joy and sorrow. 
Caesar's success gave him pleasure ; but the eonclu* 
sion of the war would put an end to his rapines : in^ 
somuch that he was uncertain which to wish for, 
▼ictory, or an unbounded licentiousness. When he 
was cured of bis wounds, be sent to dl who were ifr» 
debted to bim in any sums, and insisted on immediate 
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payment. Sndi ta were laxed too low bad orders to 

furnish larger sums. Such Roman citizens as had 
heen levied in the several colonies of the province, and 
were alarmed at the thoughts of a foreign expedition, 
obtained thetr discharge for a certain sum. This 
Imught in airaat reyenne, but greatly inereased the 
general hatred. He afterwards reviewed the army ; 
sent the legions and auxiliaries, designed for Africa, 
towards the Straits of Hercules ; and went himself to 
Seyille, to examine the condition of the fleet. Ho 
atayed there some time, in consequence of an edict he 
bad puhlished, ordering all who had not paid the sume 
in which they were amerced, to repair to him thither 9 
which created a universal murmuring and discontent. 

44. In the mean time, L. Titius, a military tribune 
of the new-raised legion, sent him notiee of a report^ 
that the thirtieth legion, one of those he was carrying 
with him to Africa, had mutinied at Ilurgis, killed 
some of the centurions that opposed them, and were 
gone over to the second legion, who marched another 
way towatds the Straits. On this intelligence he set 
ent by night, with five cohorts of the twenty-first le« 
gion, and came up with them in the morning. He 
stayed there that day, to consult what was proper to be 
done, and then went to Carmona, where he found the 
tbirtioth and twenty-first legions, with four cohorts 
of the fiftti, and aU the caralry assembled* Hm be 
learned, that the new-raised legion bad surprised four 
cohorts, near Obucula, and forced them along with 
Hiem to the second legion, where all joining, they 
bad chosen T. Thorius, an Italian, for their general. 
Having instantly called a council, lie sent Marcellus to 
Cordova, to secure that town, and Q. Cassfus,- bie 
Heutenant, to Seville. A few days after, news was 
iMPonght that Cordova had revolted, and that Marcel- 
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htBf eidief volantarily, or tbrongb force, (for tlie re-» 

ports were various) had joined tbem ; as likewise the 
two cohorts of the fifth leg^ion, that were in garrison 
there. Cassius, provoked at these mutinieSy decamped^ 
and the next day came to Segovia, on the river XeniL 
There summoning an assembly, to sound the disposi- 
tion of the troops, he found that it was not out of any 
regard to him, hut to Csesar, though absent, that they 
oontinued faithful, and were ready to undergo any 
danger for the recovery of the province. 

45. Meantime Thorins marched the veteran legions 
to Cordova ; and that the revolt might not appear to 
spring from a seditious inclination in liira or the sol- \ 
diers, as likewise to oppose an equal authority to that 

of Q. Cassius, who was drawing together a great force 
in Caesar's name, he publicly gave out, that his design 
was to recover the province for Pompey. Nay, per- 
haps he was really influenced by a love for Pompey, 
whose name was dear to those legions that had served 
iinder Yarro. Be this as it will, Thorius at least made 
it his pretence ; and the soldiers were so infatoafed 
with the thought, that they had Pompey's name in- 
scribed on their bucklers. The citizens of Cordova, 
men, women, and children, came out to meet the le- 
gions ; ' begging they would not enter Cordova as 
enemies, seeing they joined with them in their aversion 
to Cassius, and only desired they might not be obliged 
to act against Caesar/ 

46. The soldiers, moved by the prayers and tears of 
so great a multitude, and seeing they stood in no need* 
of Pompey's name and memory to spirit up a revolt 
against Cassius, as he was equally odious to the parti- 
sans of both parties, neither being able to prevail with j 
Marcellus, or the people of Cordova, to declare against 
G«esar; they erased Pompey's name from their buck-. 
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lers, cboseMarcelluB their commanderi joined the* citi- 
zens of Cordora, and encamped near the town. Two 

days after, Cassius encamped on an eminence, on this 
side the Baetis, about four miles from Cordova, and 
within view of the town; whence he sent iettera to 
Bogad, in Mauritania, and M. Lepidns, proconsul of 
Hither Spain, to come to his assistance as soon as pos* 
sible, for Ca?sar*8 sake. Meanwhile he ravaged the 
country, and set fire to the buildings round Cordova, 

47. The legions under Marcellus, provoked at this 
indignity, ran to him, and begged to be led against Ibe 
enemy, that they might have an opportunity of fighting 
them before they could have time to destroy, with fire 
and sword, the rich and noble possessions of the Cor- 
dovians. Marcellus, though averse to battle, which, 
whoever was victorious, must turn to Csesar's detri- 
ment, yet, unable to restrain the legions, crossed the 
Ba3tis, and drew up his men. Cassius did the same, 
on a rising ground ; but as he would not quit his ad- 
vantageous post, Marcellus persuaded his men to re- 
turn to their camp. He had already begun to retire, 
when Cassius, knowing himself to be stronger in ca* 
valry, fell on the legionaries with bis borse, and made 
a considerable slaughter in their rear, on the banks of 
the river. This check making Marcellus sensible of 
tbe mistake he had committed in passing the river, he 
removed his camp to the other side, where both armies 
frequently drew up, but did not engage, on account of 
the inequality of the ground. 

48. Marcellus was stronger in foot, for he com- 
manded veteran soldiers, of great experience in war: 
Cassius depended more on the fidelity than the courage 
of his troops. The two camps being very near each 
other, Marcellus seized a spot of ground, where he 
built a fort, very convenient for depriving the enemy 
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ef wster* LonginiMy apprehenffiiig be Aonld be be* 

•iegedy in a country where all were against bim, qaitted 
bis camp in the night, and, by a quick march, reacbed 
UUa* a town on which he thought he could rely. There 
be encamped so near the walls, that both by the situa- 
tion of tbe place, (for UUa stands on au eminence) and 
tbe defences of tbe town, be was on all sides secure 
from an attack. Marcellus followed him, and encamped 
as near the town as possible. Having taken a view of 
tbe place, be found himself reduced, by necessity, to 
do what was most agreeaMe to bis own inclination t 
and neitber engage Cassias, wbicb tbe ardor of bii 
soldiers would have forced him to, had it been possi- 
ble ; nor suffer him by his excursions to infest the ter- 
ritories of other states, as he had done those of Cor- 
fhmu He therefore raised redoubts in proper places, 
and continued bis works quite round the town, inclo- 
sing both Ulla and Cassias witbin bis lines. But be- 
fore they were finished, Cassius sent out all his ca- 
yalry, who he imagined might do liim great service, 
by cutting off Marcellus' provisions and forage ; and 
eonld only be a useless incumbrance en him, by con- 
Boming bis provisions, if be was sbut up in bis camp. 

49. A few days after, king Bogud having received 
Cassius' letters, came and joined him with all his 
forces, consisting of one legion, and several auxiliary 
eoborts : for, as commonly happens in civH dissensfens, 
some of the states of Spain at that time favored Cas-^ 
sius, but a yet greater number Marcellus. Bogud 
came up to the advanced works of Marcellus, where 
many sliarp skirmishes happened, with various suc- 
cess : however, Marcellus still kept possession of bis 
works. 

50. Meanwbile Lepidus, flrom tbe higher province, 
with thirty-five legionary cohorts, and a great body of 
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BdriQ 'and 'atixiliarief» imnfe to UUtti with design to 
adjoBt the diffBreHcea betwe^ Gaasias and MaroelloSf 
llafBellna submitted withont hesitation t but Cassius 
kept within his works, either because he thought his 
cause the justest, or from an apprehension that his ad- 
versary's submission had. {prepossessed Lepidna in hi^ 
ikTor. Lepidaa eneaiftped with MatoeUuSy at Ulla, 
prevented a battle, invited Cassius into Ms eamp, and 
engaged his honor to act without prejudice. Cassius 
hesitated long, but at last desired that the circumval- 
lation should be levelled, and free egress given him. 
The truce was not only concluded, but the works de« 
'ltt<^liedy and^e guards drawn off ; whed king Bogud 
attacked one of Marcellus' forts, that lay nearest to his 
camp, unknown to any, (unless perhaps Longinus, who 
was not exempt from suspicion on this occasion) and 
siew a great number of bis men : and had not hsjpi*^ 
due interposed, much tniscbief would have been done. 

51. A free passage being made for Cassius^ Marcel- 
las joined camps with Lepidus ; and both together 
marched for Cordova, while Cassius retired to Car- 
mona. At the same time, Trebonius, the proconsul, 
came to take possession of the province* Cassius, ha« 
ving notice of bis mrrival^ sent bis legions and cavalry 
into winter quarters, and hastened, with all his effects, 
to Melaca, where he embarked immediately, though 
it was the winter seasoui that he might not, as he pre- 
tmded^ come into the power of Marcellui, Lepidus, 
and Trebonius; as his friends gave out, to avoid pass- 
ing through a province, great part of which had re- 
volted from him ; hut, as was more generally believed, 
to secure the money he had amassed, by his number- 
less-extortions. The wind favoring hfan aa ftr as could 
be expected at that season of tiie year, he put into the 
Iberus, to avoid sailing in the night ; and thence con- 
cuss. VOL* IX* o 
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tinuing his voyage, which he thought he might do with 
safetyy though the wind blew considerably fresher, he 
was encountered by sucli a storm, at the monA of fte 
river, that being neither able to return, because of the 

stream, nor stem the fury of the waves, the ship a|^d 
all that were in her perished. 

• 52. CsBsar arriving in Syria from Egypt, and under- 
standing, by those who attended him there, from Rome, 
and the letters he received, at the same time', that the 

government there was on a very bad footing, and all 
the affairs of the commonwealth managed indiscreetly; 
that the contests of the tribunes were producing per- 
petual seditions, and the remissness of the officens of 
the legions destiroying military discipline ; all whfdi 
required his speedy presence to redress ; — thought it 
yet first incumbent on him to settle the state of the pio« 
vinces through which he passed ; that, freeing tbem 
from domestic contentions, aiid the fear of a Ibrrign 
enemy, the laws might have a free course. This he 
hoped soon to effect in Syria, Cilicia, and Asia, be- 
cause these provinces were not involved in war. In 
Bithynia and Pontus, indeed, he expected more trosk 
ble, because he understood Phamaces still c<nitiinied 
in Pontus, and was riot likely to quit it easily, being 
flushed with the victory he had obtained over Domitins 
Calvinus. He made a short stay in most states of note, 
distributing rewards both publicly and privately. to such 
as deserved them ; determining old controversies ; mi 
receiving into his protection the kings, princes, and 
potentates, as well of the provinces as of the neighbor- 
ing countries : and having settled the necessary regu- 
lations for the defence of the country, he dismissed 
thdiA^ fully satisfied witii himself and the republic 

63. After a stay of some days in those parts, he 
named Sextus Caesar, his friend and relation, to tb^ 
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xommaBd of Syria, aod the legions appointed to guard 
it ; and sailed himself for Cilicia, with the fleet he had 
brought from Egypt. He summoned the states to as- 
aemble at Tarsus, the strongest and finest city of the 
province ; where having settled every thing that re<*> 
gaf ded either it or the neighboring conntries^ his war* 
like ardor would not suffer him to tarry longer ; but, 
marching through Cappadocia with the utmost expedi- 
tion, where he stopped two days at Mazaca, he arrived 
at Comana, renowned for the ancient and sacred tem- 
ple of Bellona, where she is worshipped with so much 
Teneration, that her priest is accounted next in power 
and dignity to the king. He conferred this dignity on 
Lycomedes of Bithynia, descended of the ancient kings 
of Cappadocia, who demanded it in right of inherit- 
ance ; his ancestors having lost it on occasion of the 
soeptre^s being transferred to another line. As for 
Ariobarzanes, and his brother Ariarates, who had both 
deserved well of the commonwealth, he confirmed the 
first in his kingdom, and put the other under his pro- 
tection ; after which, he pursued his march with the 
dame despatch^ 

54. On his approaching Pontus, and the frontiers 
of Gallograecia, Dejotarus, tetrarch of that province, 
(whose title however was disputed by the neighboring 
letnurchs) and Jung of the Lesser Armenia, laying aside 
the regal ornaments, and assuming the habit, not only 
of a private person, but even of a criminal, came in a 
suppliant manner to Cicsar, * to beg forgiveness for 
oliying and assisting Pompey, at a time whep Caisar 
could afford him no pjrotection ; urging that it was his 
business to obey the governors who were present, with* 
out pretending to judge of the disputes of the people 
of Rome.' Csesar, after putting him in mind * of the 
4pany services he had done him^ and the d^^^^^s h^ 
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liad procmd in Us fStyorwlieii ecMul} thftt kki MiB!<»^ 
tkm eovild claim no exeiifte ftina want of inftiraiati4% 

because one of his industry and prtidence could not but 
know who was master of Italy and Rome, where the 
senate, the people, and the majesty of the republic re- 
Bided ; who in flae was consul after MareeUus and 
Lentulua; told him, that bo would notwitibstanding 
forgive bis present fault, in consideration of bis past 
services, the former friendship that had subsisted be- 
tween them, the respect due to his age, and the soliei* 
tation of those who interceded in bis behalf: addiiqii 
that be would refer the controversy relating to tte 
tetrarchate to another time/ 'He restored him the 
royal habit, and commanded him to join him with all 
bis cavalry, and the legion he had trained np after tbe 
Konian manner. 

55. When be bad arrived in Pontns, and bad drawn 
all his forces together, which were not very consider- 
able either for their number or discipline ; (for, except 
the sixth legion, composed of veteran soldiers, whieh 
%6 bad brought with bim from Alexandria^ and wUefct 
by its many labors and dangers, the* length of its 
marches and voyages, and the frequent wars in which 
it had been engaged, was reduced to less than a tboU'* 
aand men, he had only the legion of Dejotarna^ nod 
two more that bad been in the^lafe batlte betirMi 
Domitins and Pfaamaces) ambassadors arrived from 
Pharnaces, ' to intreat that Caesar would not look on 
bim as an enemy, he l}cing ready to submit to all 
liis commands.' Particularly they represented, ' that 
Pharnaces bad granted no aid to Pompey, as Dejola* 
rus had done, whom be had nevertheless pardoned/ 
Caesar replied, ^ that Pharnaces should meet with the 
utmost justice, if he performed his promises; but at 
the same time admonished the ambassadors^ in ffmM 



kjiu^ jcl by Google 



Iprius, to forbear mentioning Dejotaruiiy luid not to 
ovemle Ike buTiag refu0«d itid to Pompey. Ha tol4 
tliem lie was always ready to forgive fhe suppliant, but 
vronld ney^r look on private services to bimaelf as an 
atonement for public injuries done the province: that 
Pbarnacea' refmal of aiding Pompey had turned chiefly 
le kie own advAntag?, as h^ had thereby avoided all 
liiare in the dfs^iater of Pbiir^alia: thf^t be waa how^ 
ever willing to forgive the injuries done to the Roman 
citizens in Pontus, because it was now too late to think 
of redressing them ; as he could neither restore life to 
die dead, or manhood to those he had deprived of itf 
by- a puniahmeat more intolerable te tbe Romans tba» 
^eath itself: but that lie must qwl Pontus immedi-* 
ately, send back tbe farmers of the revenues, and re-^ 
store to the Romans and their allies what he unjustly 
detained from tbem* These things performed, be migbl 
tben send the presents wbieb saecessful gjanerals wer< 
wwt to reeeive from their friends :^ (for Pbarnaoee 
had t»ent him a golden crown.) With Ulis answer he 
dismissed the ambassadors, 

56. Pharnaces promised every tbiag; but hoping 
that Cs6sar, who was itk baste to be gone* would give 
easjr credit to wbateve* be sfiid, Ibat be might th« 
sooner set out on more iirgent affairs, (for ev^ry body 
knew that his presence was much wanted at Rome) hQ 
performed but slowly, wanted to protract the day of 
bis departure, demanded etb^r aopditionf? ^ndt in finc^ 
eiideavered to elude his engagementst Cmiw, par^ 
reiving his drift, did now, out of neoessityi what be 
was usually wont to do through inclination, and re- 
solved to decide the affair as soon as possible by a 
iMittle. 

67* Ziela is a town of Pontus^ well fortified, tbougli 
iMmted an a plain ; .fiar asatural emineiiee, aa if miaeA 
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by art) sustains tbe walls on all sides. All arotini 9t6 
a great number of large mountains, intersected hf 

valleys. The highest of these, famed by the victory of 
Mitbridates, the defeat of Triariiis, and the destruction 
of our array, is not above three miles from Ziela, and 
bas B ridge that almost extends to the town. Here 
Pbamaces lodged himself^ with all bis forces, repair* 
ing the fortifications of a camp which had proved so 
fortunate to his father, 

58* Caesar encamped about five miles from the ene« 
Iny; and obsenring that the valleys which defended 
the king's camp would likewise defend his own, ui the 
same distance, if the enemy, who were much nearer, 
did not seize them before him, he ordered a great 
quantity of fascines to be brought within the intrench- 
ments. This being quickly performed, next night, at 
the fourth watch, leaving all the baggage in tbe camp, 
be set out with the legions; and arriving at day-break, 
unsuspected by the enemy, possessed himself of the 
same post where Mitbridates had defeated Triarius* 
Hither he commanded all the fascines to be brought* 
employing the servants of the army for that t>urpose, 
that the soldiers migbt not be called olT from the works ; 
because the valley, which divided the eminence where 
be was intrenching himself from the enemy, was not 
above a mile over. 

' SO. Pbarnaces, perceiving this next morning, ranged 
Al his troops in order of battle before his camp. But 

the approach towards us was so dangerous, that Ca3sar 
concluded it to be no more than a review ; or done 
with design to retard his works, by keeping a great 
number of bis men under arms ; or perhaps fot bsten« 
tation, to show that he trusted no less to his army^ 
than tbe advantage of his post. Therefore, keeping 
only his first line in ordef of battle, he copimanded the 
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ireit «f tlie army to go on witli tbe woAs. But Pbar- 

naccs, either prompted by the place itself^ which had 
been so fortunate to Itis father ; or induced by favor- 
able omeoBf as we were afterwards told ; or 4espi8png 
ihe small number of oor men that were in arms, for 
lie took all that were employed in carrying materials 
to the works to be soldiers ; or confiding in his vete- 
ran army, who valued themselves on having defeated 
the twenty Hseeoud legion ; and at the same time, eon- 
temning our troops, whom he .had worsted under Po* 
snitius ; was determined on a battle, and to that end 
began to cross the valley, Caesar, at first, laughed at 
his ostentation, in crowding his army into so narrow a 
t»laoe, where no enemy, in his right senses, would 
bare ventured ; while, in the mean time, Phamaises 
continued his march, and began to ascend the steep 
hill on which Csesar was posted, 

€0. Csesar, astonished at his incredible rashness and 
eonfidence, and finding himself suddenly and unex** 
pectedly attacked, called off his soldiers from the 
works, ordered them to arms, opposed the legidns Iq 
the enemy, and ranged his troops in order of battle. 
The suddenness of the thing occasioned some terror at 
first; and the chariots, armed with scythes, falling in 
mith our ranke before they were eompletedt .4isQr^ 
dered them considerably : however, the multitude of 
darts discharged against them soon put a stop to their 
career. The enemy's army followed them close, and 
began the battle with a shout. Our advantageous si- 
tuation, but especially tbe assistance of the gods, who 
preside over M the events of war, and more partieu-* 
larly those where human conduct can be of no service, 
favored us greatly on this occasion, 
^.^l* After a sharp and obstinate conflict, victory be- 
gan to declare for us on the right wjn|;, wbeM. the 



sbcth legion was {Mttted. The eneiiy tliere tor 
Uliy orerfbrown, bat in the centre and left tbe battti 

was long and doubtful : however, with the assistant 
of the same gods, we at last prevailed there also, and 
drove them, with the utmost precipitation, down the 
bUU wbteh they had bo eaetly aacmded before. Great 
nnmberi being slain, and many omshed, by tbe flight 
of their own troops, such as had the good fortune tQ 
escape were nevertheless obliged to throw away their 
arms } so that, having crossed the valley, and got on 
the opposite aseent, they oonld yet, becaose nwnmi^ 
derive no benefit from the advantage of the grounds 
Our men, flushed with victory, made no scruple to 
follow them, and even attack their camp ; which they 
soon forced, notwithstandmg the, resistance made by 
4ie cohorts left by Pharnaces to guard it* Almost tb9 
whole army was cut to piectes or made prisoners* Pbsr* 
naees himself escaped, with a few horse ; and had not 
our soldiers been detained some time by the assault of 
the camp, he must certainly have fallen alive into 
siUr^s bands* 

• 02. Though Cmiar was accustomed to victory, yet 

the present success gave him no small joy ; because 
he had so speedily put an end to a very great war. 
The vemembranco too of the danger to which he had 
been exposed, enhanced the pleasure, as he bad eh-r 
tainedan easy victory in a very difficult ooi^nctnra. 
Having thus recovered Pontus, and abandoned th9 
plunder of the enemy's camp to the soldiers, he set 
out next day, with a guard of light horse» The sixth 
legion bad orders to return to Italy, to receive the 
boners and rewards they had merited : the auxiliaiy 
troops of Dejotarus were sent home : and Gtelius Yin* 
cianus was left with two legions to protect the king- 
dom of Pontus. * 
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63. Through Gallograscia and Bithynia he went into 
Asia^ settling all the controversies of the provinces as 
be passed, and establishing the limits and jurisdictions 
of the several kings, states, and tetrarcbs. Mitbridates 
of Pergamus, who had so speedily and successfully 
served hira in Egypt, as we have related above, a man 
of royal descent and education (for Mithridates king 
of all Asia, out of regard to bis birth, had carried him 
fdoDg with him when rery young, and kept bim in bis 
cainp several yeafs), was appointed king of Bospho- 
rus, which had belonged to Pharnaces, And thus were 
the provinces of the Roman people screened from the 
attempts of barbarous and hostile kings, by the inter- 
position of a prince steadily attached to the interests of 
the republic. To this was added the tetrarchate of 
Gallograecia, which belonged to hira of right, though it 
had been possessed for some years by Dejotarus. 
Thus Csesar, staying no where longer than the neces- 
sity of afiiairs required, and, having settled all things 
relating to the provinces with the utmost success and 
despatch, returned to Italy much sooner than was ex- 
pected. 
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AFRICAN WAR. 

1. Casar, setttBg out for Roiiie» adviuioed by mode** 
rate jovmejn towafd^ Sioiljr; and oontinmiig Jiii 
mariAi without intefmissiony arriTed on the irineteeiith 
of December at Lilybaeum. Designing to embark im- 
mediately^ though he had ouly oue legion of new le- 
vies, imd nol quite rix hundred horse, he ordered hie 
tetkt to be pitcbed ao near the eeaniidei that tte wares 
flowed up to the very foot of it. This he did with 
a view to take away all hopes of delay, and keep his 
men in readiness at a day or an hour's warning. The 
wind at that time proving eontrary, he nevertheless 
smfliMred none of the soldiers or mariners to oome on 
fthore, that he might lose no opportunity of sailing ; 
the rather, because the inhabitants of the province 
were perpetually talking of the mighty forces of the 
enemy; a cavalry not to be numbered; four legions 
headed by Juba, together with a body of light-armed 
troops ; ten legions under the eommand of Scipio ; a 
hundred and twenty elephants, and fleets in abundance; 
Yet all these reports alarmed him not, nor aught 
abated bto jresolntlan apd eonfideoee* Ifointime tht 
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niUDber of galleys and transporU inereaaed daily ; tbe 
new-levied legions flodLed ia to htm from all parte; 

among the rest the fifth, a veteran legion, and about 
two thousand horse. 

2. Having got together six legioDS, and about two 
tboosand horse, he embarked the legions as fast as 
they arrived in the galleys* and the cavalry in the 
transports: then sending the greatest part of the 
fleet before, with orders to sail for the island of Apo- 
niana, not iar from Lilybaeum ; he himself continued 
a little longer in Sicily, to expose to public sale some 
confiscated estates. Leaving all other afiairs to the 
care of Allienus the pretor; who then commanded in 
the island ; and strictly charging him to use the ut- 
most expedition in embarking the remainder of tbe 
troops ; he set sail the twenty-seventh of December, 
and soon came np with the rest of the fleet« As tbe 
wind was favorable, and afforded a qnick passage^ he 
arrived the fourth day within sight of Africa, attended 
by a few galleys : for the transports, being mostly 
dispersed and scattered by the winds, were driven dif- 
ferent ways. Passing Olupea and Neapolis with the 
fleet, he eontinned for some time to coast along die 
shore, leaving many towns and castles behind him. 

3. When he came before Adrumetum, where the 
enemy had a garrison, commanded by C« Considins, | 
and where Cn. Piso appeared on the shore, towards 
Clnpea^ with the cavalry of Adrumetum, and about 
two thousand Moors ; having stopped' a while, facing 
the port, till the rest of the fleet should come up, he 
landed his men, though their number at that time did 
not exceed three thousand foot, and a hundred and 
fifty horse. There encamping, before the town, he 
eontinned quiet in his inteenchments, wtthont oflfering 
any act of hostility, or suffering his men to plwder the 
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Mantry. Meantime tlie inbabitmto manned the' wall9^ 

and assembled, iQ great uurabers, before the gates, to 
defend the town, whose garrison amounted to two le- 
gions* Caeaar» having taken a view of the place, and 
Ihoroaghly exaoined its situation on all sideSi retnrnedi 
to his camp. Some blamed his conduct on this occa^ 
sion, and charged him with a considerable oversight, 
in not appointing a place of rendezvous to the pilots 
and captains of the fleet, or at least, not delivenng 
them sealed instructions, according to bis uenal eua* 
torn ; which being opened at a certain time, might 
have directed them^where to assemble. But in this 
Cassar acted not without design : for as he knew of no 
port in Africa that was clear of the enemy^s forces, 
and wbefe .the fleet migbt rendezrous in security, he 
chose to rely intirely on fortune, aud land where occa-> 
sion offered. 

4« In the mean time, L. Plancus, one of Csesar's 
lieuteuanto^ desired leave to treat with Considius, and 
try, if possible, to bring him to reason. Iieave being 
granted accordingly, he wrote him a letter, and sent it 
into the town by a messenger. When the messenger 
arrived and presented the letter, Considius, demand- 
ing whence it came, and being told from Caesar, the 
Roman general, answered, that he knew no general 
of the Roman forces but Scipio* Then commanding 
the messenger to be immediately slain in his presence, 
he delivered the letter, unopened, to a trusty partisan, 
trifli orders to carry it directly to Scipio. 

&• CsBsar had now continued a day and a night be- 
fore the town, without receiving any answer from Con- 
sidius ; the rest of the forces were not yet arrived ; his 
cavalry was very inconsiderable ; the troops he had 
wHh him were mostly new levies, and not sufficiently 
tmmenms to invest the place: neither did he think it 
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Advisable, on his first landing, to e^ose the •amy to 
wottiidA and fatigaa ; moM MpeciaUyv an tbe tomi ivM 
strongly Ibirtiiied, oxtmnely diffioult of aoeesn, and tte 

garrison full of spirits, in expectation of a great body 
of horse, who were said to be on their inarch to join 
tliani« For all these reasons^ be determined not to at* 
mmpt a siege ; lest, while he pttfsaed that desigbt the 
enemy's cavalry riiitoldr eoine behind and snrrcmiid 
him. But as he was drawing off his men, the garrison 
made a sudden sally ; and Juba's horse, whom be had 
sent to receive their pay, happening just then to come 
up, they jointly took poss^sston e(^the oamp Omar had 
left, and began to harass his rear« This Mng pet^ 
ceired, the legionaries immediately halted ; and the 
cavalry, though few in number, boldly charged the vast 
mnltitude of tbe enemy. On this Qceasion it was, that 
less than thirty Gallic horsOi by an incredible 
sSitonishing e#brt of valor^ rvpulsed two thoasind 
Moors, and drove them quite within the town. Having 
thus compelled the enemy to retire, and shelter them- 
selves behind their walls, Caesar resumed his intended 
march: but observing that they often repeated thiir 
snllies^ renewing the pursuit from tnne to tinte> and 
again flying when attacked by the horse ; he posted 
some veteran cohorts, with part of the cavalry in the 
tewTf to cover his retreat, and so proceeded slowly en 
his march* The farther he advanced £rem Adrame«> 
tnm^ the less eager were the Namidians to ptmue. 
Meantime, deputies arrived from the several towns and 
castles on the road, offering to furnish him with corn, 
and receive his commands* Towaids the eveidng of 
that which was ^ first of Janaaryi be iMiefaed 
Ruspina^ and there fixed his eamp. 
' 6. Thence he removed, and came before Leptis, a 
free city, and governed by its, own laws* Here he was 



tfdb met by deputied ftom town, wUo cainey in the 

name of the inhabitants, to make an offer of their sub* 
mission and services. Whereon, placing centurions 
and a guard before the gates, to prevent the soldiers 
from entering, oc offering violenGe to any of the inha- 
Intantfy be inmself encamped towards the shore, not 
Sur ^stait from the town. Hither by accident arrived 
some of the galleys and transports, by whom he was in- 
formed, that the rest of the fleet, uncertain what course 
to pursue, had been steering for Utica. This obliged 
him to keep with the army near the sea, and avoid 
tnarehing into the inland provinces, that he might be 
at hand to join his troops on their arrival. He like- 
wise sent the cavalry back to their ships, probably to 
hinder the country from being plundered, and ordered 
fresh water to be carried to them on board. Mean** 
Wbtte, the rowers, who were employed in this service^ 
were suddenly aiid' unexpectedly attacked by the 
Moorish horse, who killed some, and wounded many 
with their darts : for the manner of these barbarians 
is, to lie: in ambush with their horses among the val- 
hofBy and suddenly launch on an enemy ; they seldom 
choosing to engage hand to hand in a plain. 

7. In the mean time, Csesar despatched letters and 
messengers into Sardinia and the neighboring pro- 
vinces, with orders, as soon as the letters came to 
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Mores; and,- having unloaded part of the fleet, de-* 
tached it, with Rabirius Posthnmns, into Sicily, to 
bring over the second embarkation. At the same time 
be ordered out ten galleys to get intelligence of the 
transports that had missed their way, and maintain 
the freedom of the sea* C« Sallustius Crispns, the 
pretory was likewise sent out at the head of a squadron 
iQ^ seize Cercina> then in the hands of the enemy, be<4 

Ci£S. VOL. 11. p 
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cause he beard there was great store of corn in thai 
inland : in giving these orders and inslruotioiiSy he osed 
all possible endeavors to leave no room for exeuae ar 
delay. Meanwhile, having inlbrDied himself, from 
the deserters and natives, of the condition of Scipio 
and his followers, and understanding that they were 
at the whole charge of maintaining Juba'a cavalry, he 
could not but pity the iufainiUioQ of m^, wbo tins 
rather chose to be tributaries to the king of Numitfa, 
than securely enjoy their fortunes at home with their 
fellow-citizens. 

& The third of January he decamped; and, leaving 
six cohorts. at Iieptis, under the conuaand of Saeefna» 
returned with the rest of the forces to Ruspina, wheuoe 
he had come the day before. Here he deposited the 
baggage of the army ; and, marching out with a light 
body of troops to forage, ordered' the inhabitants to 
follow with their horses and earriages. Having hf 
this means got together a gceat quantity of eoni> he 
came back to Buspina. His design was, as far as I 
can judge, that by keeping possession of the maritime 
cities, and providing them with garrisons, he anight 
secure a retreat for his fleet. 

0. Leaving therefore P. Sasema, the Inrotiier of Jmn 
who commanded at Leptis, to take charge of the town, 
with one legion, and ordering all the wood that could 
be found to be carried into the place ; he set outiim 
Ruspina wifli seven cohorts, part of the veteran Ie» 
gions who bad behaved so wdl in the fleel under Suir 
picius and Yatinius ; and marching directly for the 
port, which lies at about two miles distance, embarked 
with them in tlie evening, without imparting bis in* 
tentions to the army, who were extremely ia^isitiM 
eoneerning the generars design. His depaitere oeea* 
sumed ibe utmost sadness and orasteroaliim among th« 
« • • • . ^ 
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troops ; for being few in number, mostly new levies, 
and those not all suffered to land, they saw themselves 
exposed, on a foreign coast, to the. mighty forces of a 
m&y iMuAonp supported by an inniimerable cavalry. 
Nor bad they any re*>aroe in their present circam- 
9t«noes, or expectation of safety in their own conduct ; 
but derived all their hope from the alacrity, vigor, 
and wonderful cheerfulness that appeared in the gene- 
ral's countenance; for be was of an intrepid spirit, and 
behaved wkk Bndannted vesolatiaii and confidenee. 
On bis eoDd«et therefore they inturely relied, and pro- 
mised themselves to a mart, that under so able and ex- 
perienced a leader^ all difficulties would vanish before 
them. 

10« CsBsaTy having continued the whole night on 
bewdf abcmt day-break prepared- to set sail $ when, all 
en a sadden, the part of the fleet that bad given so 
much concern, appeared unexpectedly in view. Where- 
tee^ ordering his men to quit their ships immediately, 
and reeeive the rest of the troops in arms on the 
sImm, i# made the ne^ fleet enter the port with the 
Qteest diligence ; and landing all ^e forces, horse and 
feat, returned again to Ruspina. Here he established 
his camp ; and taking with him thirty cohorts, without 
bag^fage, advaaced iato the country to forage* Thua 
WW CsBsar^e purpose at length discovered; that he 
meMt, imfefiowA tor the enemy, to have sailed to the 
assistance of the transports that had missed their way, 
lest they should unexpectedly fall in with the African 
fleet. Nor would he even impart his design to his own 
seiflien left- behind in garrison, from an aiq[»rebension, 
thttt wimi ttey eanie io reieot on tbeir own weakness, 
and the strength of the enemy, they might too much 
give way to fear. 

« .U.«€eBsav had not-marotied abore three miles £rom> 
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bis camp, when lie was informed by his scouts, and 
some advanced parties of hdtse, that the enemy's 
forces were in view. At the same time a great cloud 
of dust began to appear. On this intelligence, Chmmt 
ordered all bis borse, of wbicb be bad at tiiat tiwe but 
a Tery small number, to advance, as likewise biff ! 
archers, only a few of whom had followed him from 
the camp ; and the legions to march after him in order 
of battle, while be went forward at the head of a small 
party. Soon after, baring tfscovered the enemy at 
some distance, be commanded tbe soldierato repair to 
their arms, and prepare for 'battle. Their number in 
all did not exceed thirty cohorts, with about four hun-^ 
dred horse, and the archers. 

12. Meanwhile the enemy, under tbe comtnand of 
JLabienus; aild the two Pacidii, drew up, wttb a rary 
large front, consisting mostly of borse, whom tbey in- 
termixed with light-armed Numidians and archers ; 
forming themselves in sucli close order, that Caesar's 
army, at a distance, mistook them all for infantryf 
and strengtbeniBg their rigbt and left with many sqm* 
drons of borse. Caesar drew up his army in one line, 
obliged to it by the smaltness of bis numbers ; cover- 
ing his front with the archers, and placing his cavalry ' 
in. tbe two wings, with particular instructions not to 
snffSor themselves to be surrounded by tbe* enemy^s | 
nnmerons borse ; for be imagined Uiat he was to hsm 
to do olily with infantry. 

13. As both sides stood in expectation of the signal, 
and Csesar chose to continue without stirring from bis 
post, as being sensible, that with such few troops,, 
against so great a force, be must depend more on*c<m«* 
duct . end, contrivance tban strength ;. on a sudden, tbe 
enemy began to extend themselves, spread out on the 
bills, on e.Ycry sid^, aindu prepared to surround, iour 
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iiorse^ who were hardly able to maintain their ground 
against them. Meanwhile both the main bodies ad« 
«raai»ng to engage, the enemy's eayaliy, intennixed 
vrUfa some Hght-armed Nnmidians, suddenly sprung 
Iforward, and attacked the legions with a shower of 
darts. Our men, preparing to return the charge, their 
borse retreated a little, while the foot continued to 
viaiutain their ground, till the others having rallied^ 
iumB on again, witb frerii vigor, to snstain them. 

14. C»8ar, perceiving that bis ranks were in danger 
of being broken by this new way of fighting, (for our 
iboty in pursuing the enemy's horse, as they retreated, 
l>eing forced to advance a considerable way beyond 
their colors, were flanked by the light-armed Nnmidl» 
WIS ; white, at the same time, they conld do Init Htde 
execution against the cavalry, by reason of the quick*- 
ness wherewith they retired) gave express orders, that 
no addier should advance above four feet beyond the 
eiwigns* Meanwhile JUaUenns' cavalry^ confiding in 
iheir numbers, endeavored to snrronnd those of Cmar, 
who, being few in number, and overpowered by the 
multitude of the enemy, were forced to give ground a 
iittLe, their horses being almost all wounded* The 
enemy, encouraged by this, pressed on more and mora; 
BO that, in an instant, the l^ons, being snrronnded on 
'bII sides, were obliged to cast themselves into an orb, 
and fight, as if inclosed with barriers. 

15. Labienus, with his head uncovered, advanced on 
beroebaek to the front of the battle, to encourage his 
Alien** Sometimes addressing Ciesar's legions : * So ho ! 
you raw soldiers there 1' says he, * why so fierce? Has 
he infatuated you too with his words? Truly he has 
brought you into a fine condition ! I pity you sincerely/ 
An this, one of the soldiers, ^ I am none of your ra^ 
Mrrioiti but a vetenm of the tenth legion*'"-** Whese's 
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your standard V replied Labienus. * I'll soon make 
you seusible who I am/ answered the soldier. Then 
pulling off his helmelt ^ discover himself, he tbrmr a 
javeliD, with all hisstragtl^ at hMmnSf wUch wMiiAf- 
ing his horse sev^rdjr in Ibe foeftst^ * Kaow, LMemtrnf 
says be, ' that this dart was thrown by a soldier of the 
tenth legion/ However, the whole army was not a 
Jittle daunted» especially the new levies ; and begaa 
to cast thm eyes on Omar, aiiiiding nothing, fot the 
presently bat to defend theoiselTes ft9m the enemy's 
•^arts. 

16. Caesar meanwhile perceiving the enemy's design^ 
isndeavored to extend his order of battle as much as 
f^tssiUe, dkeetiog the eobettslo lace abeataHeraatciy 

the right atid lefiU By this «ea«i, he broke itm 
enemy's circle with his right and left wings ; and atv 
tacking one part of them, thus separated from the 
^ther, with his horse and foot, at last put them ^ 
flight. He ponaed them bat a Uttte way, feamg am 
ambascadef and retarned again to bis own men* The 
same was done by the other division of Caesar's horse 
and foot; so that the enemy being driven back, as 
all sides, he retreated towards bis eampt in order ef 
battle. 

17. Meanwhile M* Petreius, mA On» Piso^ with 
eleven hundred select Numidian horse, and a consider* 
able body of foot, arrived to the assistance of the ene^ 
my ; who» recovering from their terror, on this rcin- 
ioreemmif and again resuming courage^ fell on- the reair 
of the legions, as they retreated, and endeavored te 
hinder them from reaching their camp. Cfesar, per- 
ceiving this, ordered his men to wheel about, and 
renew the battle. As the enemy atiil pursued tbeif 
•former plan, and aroided a close eogageamity Gbsmi^ 
Masidering tbat the faenms. bad not yet reeeTesed Hie 
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fatigue of their late voyage ; that they were besides 
weakened with thirsty weariness, and wounds, and of 
Murae unfit for a vigorous and long pursuit, whiob 
even the time af the day wotuld not alloWy ordeied 
both horse and foot to fall at once briskly on the 
enemy, and not slacken the pursuit till they had 
driren them quite beyond the farthest hills, and taken 
poseessira of them themselves. Aceordiogly^ on a 
^gual given, the enemy fighting in a lUnt and careless 
manner, he suddenly charged them with his horse and 
foot ; who in a moment driving them from the field, 
fmd over the a4iointng hill, kept possession of that 
poat £oT some time, and then retired slowly, in ordet 
<tf battle, to their camp* The enemy ^ who in this laal 
atfa& had been very rudely handled, thojught proper 
likewise to do the same. > 

18. The action being over, a great number of de« 
eerters, of all kinder flocked to CsMrar^a ouq^t besides 
midtttades of horse and loot, that were made prisonem* 
By them we learned, tiiat it was the design of the enemy 
to have astonished our raw troops with their new and 
uncommon manner of fighting ; and after surrounding 
them with their cavalry, to have cut them to pieces, as 
tbey had done Carlo } aad that th^ had marched 
against u% expressly miHh that inteatien* Ubieous bad 
even said, in the council of war, that he would lead 
such a numerous body of troops against us, ad should 
intigfAB US with the very slajaghter, and defeat us even 
In the bosom of victory } for he relied more en the 
nrnnber than the Taler of his troops. He had heafA 
Of the mutiny of the veteran legions at Rome, and 
their refusal to go into Africa; and was likewise well 
ismiTfld of the fidelity of his traeps» who had served 
three yeata under htm> in Airica* He bad k greii 
suudserjof Nuundtae eaiynlry en4 ]iE^i^>iiimed troops. 
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besides the Gallic and German horse, whom he bad 
drawn together, out of the remains of Pompey^s army^ 
and earned over with him from Brundasium : he had 
likewise the freadmen raiaed in the eountiy, and 
trained to fight on horftebaek ; and the nmWtode ef 
Juba's forces, his hundred and twenty elephants, his 
innumerable cavalry and legionaries, amounting to 
about twelve thousand. Emboldened by the hope muck 
mighty farees raiaed in bim, on the fborth of Jannairjr, 
aiac daya aller Cassar^ antral, he came againat hiai^ 
with sixteen hundred Gallic and German horse, nine 
hundred under Petreius, eight thousand Numidiana, 
lour times that number of Ugbt-armed foot, with a 
aaaltltade of avehefa and alingeia. The battle laated 
from eleren till tanset, during wMeh Vetfeiiia* re^ 
ceiving a dangerous wound, was obliged to quit the 
field. 

• 19. Meantime Caesar fortified bii eamp^ with muob 
greater care, reinforeed the gnarda, and tiirew up twa 
Intrencbments ; one from Ruspina quite to the «ea, tbe 

other from his camp to the sea likewise ; to secure the 
communication, and receive supplies without danger. 
He landed a great number of darts and military enginea, 
anied part of the mariaera, Gauls, Rhodians, and others; 
that, after tbe example of the enemy, be might Inrre n 
number of light-armed troops, to intermix with his ca«» 
valry. He likewise strengthened his army with a great 
number of Syrian and Iturean archers, whom he drew 
from tiie fleet into his oamp : for he nnderslabdy tfani 
. wifliin three days Scipio was expected, with all hia 
forces, consisting of eight legions, and four thousand 
horse. At the same time, he established workshops, 
made a great number of darts and arrows, provided 
himself with leaden buUela and palisades, wrote td 
Si^y iSmr boidlea.and wood toviafce lama, haoaiise 
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liad none in Africa, and likewise gave orders for send^ 
ing corn ; for the harrest, in that country, was like to 
be . ineonsiderable^ the esemy haiviiig taken all the 
lalnreni into thefir serrice the year before^ and stored 
vp tiie grain in a few fortified towns, after demolishing 
tiie rest, forcing the inhabitants into the garrisoned 
places, and laying waste the whole country. 

20. In tfak Mcessity, by aoothing the people, he ob^ 
tained a small aupply, and hnsbtuided it with care# 
Meantime he was very exact in visiting the works, and 
relieving the guards. Labienus sent his sick and 
wounded, of which the number was very considerable^ 
in waggons, to Adrumetnm. Meanwhile Cassar's transit 
ports, nnaoi}uainted with the coast, or where their gene* 
ral had landed^ wandered np and down, in great nn-» 
certainty ; and being attacked, one after another, by 
the enemy's coasters, were, for the most part, either 
taken or burned. Caesar, being informed of this, sta-« 
timed his fleet along. the coast and islands, for the 
seonrity of his oonyoys. 

21. Meanwhile M. Cato, who commanded in Utica, 
never ceased urging and exhorting young Pompey, in 
fiTArds to this effect : ' Your father, when he was al 
your age^ and observed the commonwealth oppressed 
by widked and daring men, and the honest party either 
slain, or driven by banishment from their country and 
relations, incited by the greatness of his mind, and 
the love of glory, though then very yonng, and only a 
private man, had yet the courage to rally the remains 
of his iatber^s army, and deliver Rome from the yoke 
of slavery and tyranny under which it groaned. He 
also recovered Sicily, Africa, Nuraidia, Mauritania, 
with amazing despatch ; and, by that means, gained a^ 
iUvstrimis and extensive reputation among all nations^ 
iiii tslonapbedfti three and twenty, wbile bat a Roman 
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knight. Nordidbeeiite^mi theadmiaiitftitiMof plg*^ 

lie affairs, distinguished by the shining exploits of his 
ftther, or the fame and reputation of his ancestors, Of 
the honors and dignities of the state* 1l ou, on the con* 
trary, possessed of these honors^ aad the repuCatioa 
Inquired by your father; saflkieiilly distinguislied hf 
your own industry and greatness of mind ; will you not 
bestir yourself, join your father's friends, and vindi- 
cate your own liberty, that of the commonwealth, of 
every good and honest man V The youth, ronsed bf 
the remonstraoces of that grave and wortiiy ueiuater, 
got together about thirty sail, of all sorts, of wUdi 
some few were ships of war; and sailing from Utica 
to Mauritania, invaded the kingdom of Bogud ; and 
leaving his bag^fage behind him, with an army of- two 
diousand men, partly freemeo, partly slaves, some 
armed, son&e not, approached the town of Ascnram, in 
which the king had a garrison. The inhabitants suf- 
fered him to advance to the very walls and gates } 
when, sallying out, all on a sudden, they drove him 
qnite back to bis shvpB. This ill suecess determiiied 
bim to leave that coast 9 nor did he afterwards land in 
any place, but steered directly for the Baleareaa 
isles. 

22. Meantime, Seiftto, leaving a strong garrison at 
Utica, began his march, witH the forces we have ds» 
seribed above, and eneamped first at Adranetma; 

when, after a stay of a few days, setting out in the 
night, he joined Petreius and Labienus, lodging all 
the forces in one camp, abQut three miles distant from 
CsBsar's. Their cavalry were making cwtiniial amK 
sions to our very works, intercepted those wii0 ven* 
tured too far in quest of wood or water, and eMiged 00 
to keep witliin our intrenchments. This soou occa- 
[^ened a great scarcity of provisions among CaBssr's 
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men, because no supplies had yet arrived from Sicily 
or Sardinia. The season too was dangerous for oavir 
Kiitioiiy and he did not possess above six miles, every 
miff m Africa, vriiich also greatly straitoBed him tmt 
wmo i of forage. The wteraii soMiers and eavalry, who 
had been eno^aged in many wars, both by sea and land, 
and often struggled with wants and misfortunes of this 
kind, gathering sea-weed and washing it in fresh wnien 
hy that means subsisted th^r horses and cattte. 

3d. While things were in Hils sitsMilion, king Jnha\ 
being informed of Caesar's difficulties, and the few 
troops he had with him, resolved not to allow him time 
to remedy his wants or increase his army. Accord* 
aagiy he left his kingdom^ at tfaeJiead of a gfMt body 

horse and foot, and marefaed to join bis alHes. Mean* 
time, P. Sitius, and king Bogud, having intelligence of 
Juba's march, joined their forces, entered Numidia, 
Mid laying siege to Cirta, the most opulent city in the 
c ow tr y f carried it in a few days, with two others he»' 
tenging to the <}etulians« They had offered the inba* 
bitants leave to depart in safety, if they would peace* 
ably deliver up the towns ; but these conditions being 
rejected, they were taken by storm, and the citizens 
mil put to the sword* They then fell to ravaging the 
eonntry, and layii^ all the cities under eontribnlioa ; 
of which Juba having intelligence, though he was on 
the point of joining Scipio and the other chiefs, he 
4eterinined to return to the relief of his own kingdom, 
^rather than mn the hazard of being driven from il 
while he was assisting others, and ptrhmpB^ 9iUr all» 
miscarry too in his designs against CcBSar. He there^ 
fore retired with his troops, leaving only thirty ele- 
gants, behind him, and marched to the reUef of his 
4mn etiies and territories* 

M« Meanwhile^ Caesar, knowing that the pgcfmm 
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Utill doubted of his arrival, and imagined that not him* 
self in person, but some of his lieutenants had come 
over with tbe forces lately sent, despatched letters to 
all the sBTeral states, to iaform them of- his p rbsen ec; 
On this, many persons of rank 4ed to his oamp^ coni^ 
plaining of the barbarity and cruelty of the enemy. 
Hitherto he had continued quiet in his post ; but^ 
touched with their fears, and a sense of their suffevw 
ings, he resolved to take the field as soon as the wea^ 
fter wooM pormit, and he covid draw his troops toge- 
ther. He immediately despatched letters into Sicily, 
to AUienus and Rabirius Posthumus, the pretors, that 
without delay or excuse, either of the winter or. the 
urifidsy they must send over the rest of the troops, (a 
saw Africa from utter ruin t because, without some 
speedy remedy, not a single house would be left stand- 
ing, nor any thing escape the fury and ravages of the 
enemy. But such was his impatience, and so long did 
^ time appear, that from the day the lettera wem 
■sent^ he complained witbont ceasing of the delay of the 
-fleet, and had his eyes night and day turned towards 
the sea. Nor ought we to wonder at bis behavior on 
^this occasion ; for he- saw the villages bnrned, the 
Muntry laid waste, the cattle destroyed, the towne 
plundered, the principal citissens either slain or pnf ill 
chains, and their children dragged into servitude un- 
der the name of hostages ; nor could he, amidst all 
this scene of misery, afford any relief to those who 
implored Iris protection, because of the dmall number 
of his forces* He kept the soldiers however at work 
on the intrenchments, built forts and redoubts, and 
4>arried on his lines quite to the sea. 

25. Meanwhile, Scipio made use of the following oon» 
trivance for training and disciplining his elephants. He 
4reiv up two partiet to <»der of battle ; one of slingers. 
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who were to act as enemies, and discbarge small stones 
against the elephants; and fronting them, the elephants 
tbeiD9el¥es, ia one line, with his whole army behind 
them in battle array ; timt when the enemy, by theic 
disefaarge of atones, had frightened the cto^ants, and 
forced them to turn on their own men, they might 
again be made to face the enemy, by the volleys of 
atones fcom the army behind them. The work how-^ 
^vev iretki on but slowly; because these animals^ after 
many yeais teaehing, are often no less prejndieial ta 
those who bring them into the field, than to the enemy 
against whom they were intended. 

26. Whilst the two generals were thus enifiloyed 
aeac Biu^ina, Virgilins Pretorius^ who commanded 
in Thapsus, a maritune city, observing some of Caosar^a 
transports. that had missed their way, uncertain where 
he bad landed or held his camp, and thinking that a 
fair opportunity offered of destroying them ; manned a. 
galley that was in the port with soldiers and arohenv 
and, joining with it a f(^ armed barks, began to pursue 
G®sar's ships. Though he was repulsed on seyeral 
occasions, he still pursued his design ; and at last fell 
in with one, on board of which were two young Spa* 
niaxds, of the* name of Titus, who were tribunes of the 
fifiA legion, and vhose Mker had been made a senator 
hy CsBsar. There was with them a centurion of the 
same legion, T. Salienus by name, who had invested 
die house of M. Messala, Caesar's lieutenant, at Mes^ 
mma^ and expressed himself in very seditious language ; 
B»y, even seised the money and ornaments destined^ fov 
Caesar's triumph, and for that reason dreaded his re** 
sentment. He, conscious of his demerits, persuaded 
the young men to surrender themselves to Virgilius, 
by whom they were sent». under a strong guard, to 
l^pio, asnd tiupee. dqra afier sui to dsMh** |ii0'Said» 
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lhat tbe elder Tiius beggped of the cenlurions who wmr 
«kaifed witk the exeoutidn^ tkad lie be firat pAlF 
to death ; whioh being easily granted, tfaey bodi Mf» 

fered according to their sentence. 

. 27. The c-avalry that mounted guard in the two 
eampe were cratinuaUy akimuehing with one anolAieK 
Sem^timee, too, the. Gemmm- and Gallic eamliy of 
Labienae entered into dieeoorae with those of Omm 
Meantime, Labienus, with a party of horse, endeavored 
to surprise the town of Leptis, which Saserna guarded 
with three eokorts ; but was easily repulsed, because 
the town was strongly lortified, asd neil pronded wtil^ 
warlike engines : but at sevend times he veaewed tte 
attempt. One day, as a strong squadron of tbe enemy 
had posted themselves before the gate, their officer 
being siaia by an arrow discharged from a scorpioui 
the feet were terrified and took to flight; by whish 
aeans the town was delivered from any Ibrtiier at-* 
tempts. 

28. At the same time, Scipio daily drew up his troops 
in order of battle, about three bwdred paces from his 
camp ; and afler continuing in ams the greatest |iait 
ef the day, retreated again to bis^camp in the eveahig* 
This he did several times, no one meanwhile oAring 
to stir out of CsBsar's camp, or approach his forces; 
which forbearance and tranquillity gave him such a 
eontempt 4^ Ca^ar and his army, that, drawing out all 
his fi>rees» and hie thirty elephaats^ with towers es 
thmr baoks, md estending his horse and foot ae wide 
as possible, he approached quite up to Caesar's in- 
trenchments. On this, Caesar quietly, and withoal 
neiie or confusion^ recalled to hie eamp all tlialwem 
gone out either in qtmt of foragSi wood* or to work esr 
the fortifications: he likewise osdered the oamhry thai 
limaa on guard, not to qjiit their j[>ost untiltfae mqmf 
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were within reach of dart ; and if they then persisted 
to adrance, to retire in good ordu within the intrench-* 
Bm|«* The rest of tbe enmity wne enjoiiied to lioM 
theinselYefl in readiness im the first notice. These* 
orders were not given by himself in person, or after 
viewing the disposition of the enemy from the rampart ; 
hut sitting in his tent, and informing hinMelf of their 
mmtmtm hy his> soonts ; siieh was hia oonsmniate know* 
tege in isbe art of war, that he gave all the necessarj^ 
directions by bis officers. He very well knew, that, 
whatever confidence the enemy might have in their 
OUBubers, they would yet never dare to attack the camp 
of a fomral, who had so often repiolsed, terrified, and 
pnt them to flight ; who had freqmntly pardoned and 
granted them their lives ; and whose very name had 
weight and authority enough to intimidate their army. 
Be was besides well intrenched with a high ranpMTt 
and deep diteh, the approaches to which were rendered 
so diffioalt by the sharp spikes, which he had disposed 
in a very artful manner, that they were even sufficient 
of themselves to keep off the enemy. He was likewise 
veil p0O¥ided with military ei^ines, and all sorts of 
weapons necessary for a vigorons defeooe, which com^ 
pensated in. seme measnre ibr the fewness of his troops, 
and the inexperience of his new levies. His forbear* 
ance therefore did. not proceed from fear, or any dis- 
trust of the valor of his troops ; but because he was 
wiilKag to. pnrelmsp m Uood^ victory over the sheet* 
ieved remame <sf hie dispersed enemies, after siich « 
series of great actions, conquests, and triumphs ; and 
therefore resolved to bear their insults and bravadoes, 
iiU the anisud of his veteran le|pona by the second 
easbnkailien. 

29. Scipio, after a short stay hefore the intrench* 
meats, as.if iu 4^t^pt of Caesar, withdrew slowly to 
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lifal camp ; and hairing caHed tke soldieta together, en» 

larged on the terror and despair of the enemy ; when, 
encouraging bis men, he assured them of a complete 
Yiotory in a short time. Caesar made his soldiers again 
tetam to the works ; aad, under pretence of fortifying 
his camp, inured the new levies to. labor and fatigue; 
Meantime, the Numidians andGetulians deserted daily 
from Scipio's camp. Part returned homej part came 
over to Csesar, because they understood he was related 
to C. Marips^ irom whom their aneestors had reoesred 
ednrid^able favors* Of these he selecled seme of dls^ 
tinguisbed rank, and sent them home, with letters to 
their countrymen, exhorting them to levy troops for 
their own defence^ and not listen to the anggeationa>of 
his .enemies* 

. dO*. While these things passed near Raspina» depo* 

ties from Acilla, and all the neighboring towns, arriv ed 
in Caesar's camp, with offers of submission, and to sup* 
l^ly him with corn and other necessaries, if he would 
asnd garrisons to protect them from the enemy. Cae* 
ear reiidyy complied with tiieir demands ; and having 
assigned a garrison, sent C. Messius, who had been 
edile, to command in Acilla. On intelligence of this^ 
Considius Loogus, who was at Adriunetum with two 
legions and seten hundred horse, leaving a garrisoa ia 
that city, posted to Acilla at<the head of eight cohorts ; 
}>ut Messius, having accomplished his march with great 
expedition, arrived first at the place. When Consi* 
diua therefore approached, and found Cmar's garriaoa 
in possession of the town, not daring to make any at» 
tempt, he returned again to Admmetum. But some 
days after, Labienus having sent him a reinforcement 
of horse, he found himself in a condition to renew tho 
siege. 

.;^«<Mtt€l^ about the^same time^ C» fiaUa8traa«ari» 
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T^UBj v/hOj 9B we bare kad been sent a 'ftw days 

before to Cercina with a fleet, arrived in that ifllaiid; 
On which, C. Decimus, the questor, who, with a strong 
liarty of his own domeatics, bad charge of the maga* 
wiea erected therei went on board a aioaU Teasel, and 
fled. SaUnatiiia neanwbUe was tveU received by tbe 
Clercinates ; and finding great store of corn in the idand^ 
loaded all the ships then in the port, whose number 
ma very considerable^ and despatched tbem tp Csesar'a 
camp; At tbe aame time, AUiennsy the jutocoimniI, put 
4m board the traii4>orta at Lilyba^om tbe tbirleeiitii 
and fourteenth legions, with eight hundred Gallie 
horse, and a thousand archers and slingers, and sent 
Ibem over into Africa. This fleet meeting with a lar 
vorable wind, arrived in four daya at Roapina, wbere 
C^Mir had -bia camp* Tboa be experienced a doilUe 
pleasure on this occasion ; receiving at ope and the 
same time, hoth a supply of provisions, and a rein- 
forcement of troops ; which animated the aoldiera, and 
delivered tbem frcnn the apprebenaiona of want* Ha* 
fjng landed tbe le^tea and cavalry, he allowed them 
some time to recover from the fatigue and sickness of 
their voyage, and then distributed them into the fortd 
and along the works. 

; 30. Sc&pio and tbe other generala weire greatty aOr# 
priaed'at CflBaar^a condnot, and eonld not eonoeive bow 

one,, who had always been forward and active in war, 
should all of a sudden change his measures ; which 
ibey therefore anapccted moat proceed from some very 
poworfnl reaadna* .Uneaay and diatnrbed to see him 
no paitient, they made* cboiee of two Oelnliana, cm 
whose fidelity they thought they could rely ; and pro- 
mising them great rewards, sent them, under the name 
of deaertera, to get intelligence of Casar'a designs. 
Wjben 4h03r were bnragbt before him» tb^ beeped 
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thejr might have leave to Apeak without offisnce ; which 
beiog granted^ * It i$ now a long timey great general,' 
aaid they, 'since many of ns GetalianSy cUents of.C» 
Marius, and almost all Roman citizens of the fonrth 
and sixth legions, have wished for an opportunity to 
come over to you ; hut have hitherto been prevented 
by the guards of Numidtan horse Now we gladly 
embrace the occasion ; beiog sent by Scipio, undev ike 
name of deserters, to discover what ditches and traps 
you have prepared for his elephants, how you intend 
to oppose these animals, and what dispositions you are 
making for battle/ Cnar commended them, rewmigd 
them liberally, and sent them to the other deserlets^ 
We had soon a -proof of the truth of what they -had 
advanced ; for, next day, a great many soldiers of these 
legions mentioned by the Getulians deserted to Cse- 
sar's camp. 

- 93. Whilst affairs were in tiiis posture at Ruspina, 
M« Cato, who commanded in Utica, was daily enlisting 
freedmen, Africans, slaves, and all that were of age to 
bear arms, and sending them without intermission to 
Scipio^s camp. Meanwhile deputies from the town of 
Tisdra came to Caesar, to inform him^ that some Uaikm 
merchants had brought three hundred thousand bushels 
of corn into that city ; and to demand a garrison, as 
well for their own defence, as to secure the corn. Cae- 
sar thanked the deputies, promised to send the gacri* 
ion they desired, and, having encouraged tkeni« sent 
them back to their fellow-citizens. Meantime P« Sitios 
entered Numidia with his troops, and made himself 
master of a castle situated on a mountain, where Juba 
had laid up a great quantity of provisions, and olbtf 
things necessary for caHrrying on the war* < 
. 84. Caesar, having increased his forces with twd ve- 
leran legmns, and all the cavalry and light-armed 
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troops that had arrived in the secpnd embarkation, de- 
tached six transports to Lilybaeum, to bring over th^ 
rest of the army* On the twenty-seventh of January, 
ordering the seoutg and liotors to attend him at six ia 
the evening, he drew out all the legions at midnight, 
and directed his march towards Ruspina, where he had 
a garrison, and which bad first declared in his favor, 
no one knowing or having the least suspicion of his 
design* Thence he continued his ronte> jt>y the left of 
the eamp, along the sea, and passed a little dedivity^ 
which opened into a fine plain, extending fifteen miles, 
and bordered on a chain of mountains of moderate 
height^ that formed a kind of theatre. In this ridge 
were some hills that rose higher than the rest* where 
fi»rl8 and watch-towers had formerly been erected, and 
at the farthest of which Scipio's ontguards were posted. 

35. Caesar liaving gained the ridge, began to raise 
redoubts on the several eminences, which he executed 
in less than half an hour* When he was near the last, 
which bordered on* tbd enemy's camp, and where, as 
w6 haVe said, Scipio had his outguard of Nnmidians, 
he stopped a moment ; and having taken a view of the 
ground, and posted his cavalry in the most commo- 
dious sitnatioa, he ordered the legions to throw up an 
intrencbment along the middle of the ridge, from the 
place at which he was arrived, to that whence he set 
out. This being observed by Scipio and Labienus, 
they drew all their cavalry out of the camp, formed 
4hem in order of battle ; and, advancing about a thou- 
sand paeesi posted their infantry by way a second 
Jfee» somewhat less than half a mile from their camp. 
, 36. Caesar, unmoved by the appearance of the enemy's 
forces, encouraged his men to go on with the work. 
But when he perceived that they were within fifteen 
husdred paces of the intrenchment* and that their de- 
.sign was to iateirupt and disturb the soldiers, ^ind 



oblige tiini todraW ihBm otffrom the woik ; be'ordefcril 
a squadron' of Spanish cavalry, sustafned by Som6 

light-armed infantry, to attack the Numidian guard on 
the nearest eminence, and drive them from that post. 
They easily possessed themselves of the place, the 
Nnmidians being partly killed, and partly made pri<^ 
eoners. This being perceived by LabienuS, that he 
might the more effectually succor the fugitives, he 
wheeled off almost the whole right wing of the horse. 
Caesar waited till he was at a considerable distance 
#1*0111 his own men, and then detached his left wing le 
intercept his return. 

37. In the plain where this happened was a large 
villa, with four turrets, which prevented Labienus from 
seeing that he was surrounded : he had therefore no 
apprehension of the approach of Cassar'a horse, till he 
found himself charged in the rear ; which struck sttch 
a sudden terror into the Numidian cavalry, that they 
immediately betook themselves to flight. The Gauls 
and Germans who stood their ground, being sui& 
rounded on all sides, were intirely out off. This being 
perceived by Scipio's legions, who were drawn tip in 
order of battle before the camp, they fled, in the ut^ 
most terror and confusion. Scipio and his forces 
being driven from the plain and the hills, Cesatkt 
g'ounded a retreat, and ordered all the cavalry to re- 
tire behind the works. When the field was cleat^^ 
he could not forbear admiring the huge bodies of the 
Gauls and Germans, who partly induced by the au- 
thority of Labienus, had followed him out of Gaul ; 
partly had been drawn over by promises and rewards; 
Some, being made prisoners in the battle with Cknrfo, 
and having their lives granted them, continued faith^ 
ful, out of gratitude. Their bodies, of surpri^ng 
shape and largeness, lay scattered all over the plaiBi* 

d8. NeKt day^ Csssar drew all bis forces t^efliest 
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$iid form.ed them in order of batUe^ on the plain* 
ScipiOy discouraged by so unexpected a check, and 
tbe nmnbem of his wounded and slain, kept within his 
lin90. CsssarY with bis army in battalia, marcbed 
slong the roots of the bills, and gradually approached 
his trenches. The legions were, by this time, got 
within a mile of Uzita, a town possessed by Scipio,^ 
wfaeaiee be bad bis water, and other conveniences foT 
bv .army* BesoMng therefore to preserve it at all 
bayards, be brought forth his whole army, and drew 
them up, in four lines, forming the first of cavalry, sup- 
ported by elephants, with castles on their backs. 
CsMar^ believing that Scipio approached with design to 
gW^ battle, continued where be was posted, not iar 
from the town. Scipio meanwhile, having the town ia 
the centre of his front, extended his two wings, where 
were his elephantB, in full view of our army. 
. d0t Wbea CiBsar had waited till sun-set, without 
finding that Seipio stirred from his post ; who seemed 
rather disposed to defehd himself by his advantageous 
situation, than hazard a battle in the open field ; he 
did not think proper to advance farther that day, be-* 
oamae the ^nemy bad a stroqg garrison of Numidianr 
in Ibe town, which besides covered the centre of theii^ 
front; and he foresaw great difficulty in forming, at 
the same time, an attack on the town, and opposing 
tbeir right and left, with the advantage of the ground i 
f&peeiBlly as the soldiers had continued under arms, 
and lasted since morning. Having therefore led bacj; 
bis troops to their camp, he resolved next day to ex* 
tend his lines near the town. 

.40. Meantime Considius, who besieged eight mer^ 
teimry cohorts of Numidians and Getulians in Acilla, 
whfl^e C. Messius commanded ; after continuing long 
before the place, and seeing all his works burned and 
destroyed by tha enemy; on the report of the late 
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battle of the cavalry, set fire to his corn, destroyed 
his wine, oil, and other stores; and abandoning the 
siege of Acilla, divided his forces with ScipiOy and mm 
tired, through the kingdom of Jubft, to Admmetuai* 
41. Meanwhile one of the transports, belonging 
the second embarkation, in which were Q. Cominius, 
and L. Ticida, a Roman knight, being separated from 
the rest of the fleet in a storm, and driven to Th^ 
Stts, was taken by Virgilins, and all the persons m 
board sent to Scipio. A three-benched galley like* 
wise, belonging to the same fleet, being forced, by the 
winds, to iEgimururo, was intercepted by the squadron 
under Varus and M. Ootavins. In this Tessel wens 
somd veteran soldiers, with a centurion, and a few 
new levies; whom Yams treated respeetAilly, and 
sent, under a guard, to Scipio. When they came into 
his presence, and appeared before his tribunal ; ^ I am 
satisfied,' said he, * it is not by your own inclination, • 
but at the instigation of your wicked genera], tliat yoa 
impiously wage war on your fellow-*citiaen8, and oa 
the honestest part of the republic. If therefore, now 
that fortune has put you in our power, you will take 
this opportunity to unite with the good citizens, in the 
defence of the common-weal, I not only pnmrtM you 
your life, but you may expect to be rewarded. Let 
me know what you think of the proposal/ Scipio 
having ended his speech, and expecting a thankful re- 
turn to so gracious an offer, permitted them to reply ; 
when the centurion, who on this occasion was apofce^f j 
man, thus addressed him : ' Scipio,^ said he, for I 
cannot give you the appellation of general) I return 
you my hearty thanks for the good treatment you are 
willing to show to prisoners of war ; and perhaps I , 
might accept of your kindness, were it not to be pm^ 
chased at the expense of a horriUe crane* What! 
shall I carry arms, and ^ghi against Csesar, ^my geae^ 
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Tal, under whom I have served as centurion ; and 
against his victorious army, to whose renown I have so 
many, years endeayored to contiibate by my valor t 
It M what 1 iviU nenr do ; and even adYise yoa not to 
push the war any farther* Ton know not what troops 
you have to deal with, nor the difference betwixt them 
and yours ; of which, if you please, I will give you an 
indisputable instance* Do yon pick out the best cOf 
hort you have in your army; and give me only ten 
J»f my comrades, whioh are now yonr.prisoners^ to.enr 
gage them. Yon shall see, by the success, what you 
are to expect from your soldiers.' When the cen- 
turion had made this reply, Scipio, incensed at bis 
Mdness» and resenting the affront, made a sign to 
jMime of Ma officers to kill bim on the spot, which was 
immediately put in execution. At the same time^ 
ordering the other veteran soldiers to be separated 
irom the new levies ; / Carry away,^ said he, ' these 
sriUains, pampered with the blood of their feUow-citiT 
Mna.'^ Accordingly they were conducted without the 
smmpart, and cruelly massacred. The new-raised soU 
diers were distributed among his legions ; and Comi- 
liins and Ticida forbid to appear in his presence. . Cas- 
wr, concerned for this misfortune, broke, with ignor 
sniny, the officers^ whose instructions being to secure 
^le coast, and advance to a certain distance into the 
main sea, to protect and facilitate the approach of ^ 
the transports, bad been negligent on that important 
•tation. 

. 4% About this time, a most incredible accident befel 
jCaosarls army : for the Pleiades being set, about nine 

4it night, a terrible storm arose, attended with hail of 
^n uncommon size. But what contributed to render 
jibia misfortune the greater, was, that Caesar had no^ 
lika oth^ geneicahh put bis troops into winter quar^ 
tors J .b«t vee e^ery three oc four deys changing bis 
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eamp; to' gain grovnii on the enemy; wldck keeping 

the soldiers continually employed, they were utterly 
unprovided of any conveniences to protect them from 
the indemency of the weather. Besides, neither o& 
eer nor soldier hud been permitled to take their wfoA^ 
pages or utensils with them, nor so mneh as a vessel; 
or a single slave, when they parted from Sicily ; and 
so far had they been from acquiring or providing them« 
s^yes with any thing in Afnca, that by reason of tlie 
great seareity of provisions, they bad even oonsumed 
their former stores. Impoverished by these aecideiiti^ 
very few of them had tents : the rest had made them* 
selves a kind of covering, either by spreading their 
clothes, or with mats and rushes. But these being 
aoon penetrated by the storm and hail, the soldim had 
no resource left, but wandered up and down the camp, 
covering their heads with their bucklers, to shelter 
them from the weather. In a short time the whole 
camp was under water, the fires extinguished, and all 
their provisions washed away or spoiled* The .samie 
flight, the shafts of the javelins belonging to Hm fifitfc 
legion, of their own accord, took fire. 
* 43. In the mean time, king Juha, having received 
advice of the horse engagement with Scipio, and being 
earnestly solicited, by letters from that gttmMf te 
eome to his assistance, left Sabura at heme, with part 
of the army, to carry on the war against Sitius : aud 
imagining his name and presence sufficient to free 
Scipio's troops from the dread they had of Caesar, be* 
gan his march, with three legions, eiighi hundred horse, 
ft body of Numidian cavalry, great numbers of Hght^ 
armed infantry, and thirty elephants. When he ar- 
lived, he lodged himself, with all his forces, in a se^ 



m 


i 


mi 





-CsBsar^i army had, for some time past, been possessed 
^ith no small terror of Juba's foives ; and the report 
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ef his appToach had increased the inquietude, and pro<4 
duced a general suspense and expectation among the 
tcoops: but his arrival, and the appearanee of fate 
eanp, sooiidiqmUed all these an^ehemioiis; and tb&f 
M much despised the king of Maufitaiiiay bow he 
present, as they had feared him, when at a distance, 
it was easy to he seen, however, that the reinforcement 
brought by the king gready raised the courage and 
eeoideiioe €f Scipio : for next day^diawuig out all bif 
bwn and the royal forees, with sixty elephants^ be 
ranged them, in order of battle, with great ostenta*^ 
tion, advanced a little beyond his intrencbmentSi and, 
after a short stay, retreated to his camp. 
. 44. CflBsar, kbowiag that Soipio bad feoeived all the 
eopfdies be expected^ and judging he would no longer 
decline coming to an engagement, began to advance 
along the ridge with his forces, extend his lines, secure 
tbem with redoubts, and possess himself -of the emi<« 
nencea betmeo bum aadSeipio. The emmif^ ponidiBg 
in t^ekr nnnberB, seieed a neigbboving hill, mad tbere# 
by prevented the progress of our works. Labienus had 
formed the design of securing this post ; and as it lay 
nearest his quarters, soon got thither. Caesar had the 
Bame project in view : but before be could reaeb tbe 
fdaoey was neeessilated to paaa a broad and deep valkiri 
of rugged descent, broken with caves, and beyond 
which was a thick grove of olives. Labienus, per* 
eeiring that Caesar must march this way, and baring 
ftperieot knowlege of the country, placed himself iii 
ambosby with the light-armed foot, and part of the 
cavalry. At the same time, be disposed some bonij^ 
behind the hills, that when he should fall unexpectedly 
x)n Caesar's foot, they might suddenly advance frona 
behind tbe monotain* Thus the enemy,. attacked in 
Aant and rear, jmrronnded with danger oa alLaidei^ 
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and unable eitlier to retreat or advance, would, 
imagined, fall an easy prey to his victorious troops* 
Cmar, who had no auspicion of the ambuscade, sent 
hii cavalry before ; and amving at the place, Labte« 
iHte* men, either forgeCting or neglecting the ordem of 
tlieir general, or fearing to be trampled to death in the 
ditch, by our cavalry, began to issue in small parties 
Irom the rock, and ascend the hill. Caesar^a borae 
poritting them, alew sonne, and took others prisoners ; 
tiien makings towards the hiU, drove thence Lahaenna' 
detachment, and immediately took possession* La<* 
bienus, followed by a small party of horse, escaped 
with great difficulty. 

' 45. The cavalry having^ thus cleared the monntaini 
Cesar residved to intrench himself there, and dirtri* 

buted the work to the legions. He then ordered two 
lines of communication to be drawn from the greater 
camp, across the plain on the side of Uzita, which stood i 
|>etween . him and the enemy, and was garrisoned by a 
detachment of Seipio*s army. These lines were so con- 
trived, as to meet at the right and left angles of thd 
town. His design in this work was, that when he ap- 
proached the town with his troops, and began to attack 
it, these lines might secure his flanks, and hinder the 
demy's horse from snrronnding him, and compelling 
him to abandon the siege. It likewise gave his men 
more frequent opportunities of conversing with the 
Memy, and facilitated the means of desertion to such 
as fiivored his cause ; many of whom had already come 
ever, though not without great danger to themsdvesi 
'He wanted also, by drawing nearer the enemy, to see i 
how they stood inclined to a battle. Add to all these 
reasons, that the place itself being very low, he might 
there sink some wells $ whereas befcMre he had a long 
jmdv trottUesome way to send for waten WUla iU 
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hgions were employed in tiiete works, part' of thef 
enny stood ready drawn np beftire Hie trendies, and 

had frequent skirmishes with the Nuraidian horse and 
light-armed foot. 

' 46. In the ereninj^y when Cassar was drawings off his 
legion^ from' the works, Jnba, Soipio, and Labienns^ 

at the head of all their horse and light-armed foot, fell 
furiously on his cavalry ; who, overwhelmed by the 
sudden and general attack of so great a multitude, 
were forced to glye ground a little. But the eyent wan 
iFory different firom what tbe enemy expeelad^ 
CsBsar leading back bfs legions to the assistanee of Ins 
cavalry, they immediately rallied, turned on tbe Nu- 
midians, and, charging them vigorously whilst they 
were dispersed and disordered with the pursuit, droT# 
Aem with great slaughter to the. king^s camp : and 
bad not night ioterrened, and the dust raised by the 
irind obstructed tbe prospect, Juba and Labienus 
would both have fallen iuto Caesar^s hands, and their 
whole cavalry and light-armed infantry been cut off* 
Meanwhile Scipio's men, of tbe fourth and mxth loi^ 
^ns, left bim in crowds $ some deserting to Csesar^s 
camp, others flying to such places as were most con^ 
renient for them. Curio's horse likewise, distrusting 
Sefpio and his troops, ibUowed the same counsel. 

• 4^. While these things passed neptr Uaita, the ninth 
and tenth legions, sailing in transports from fiicily, 
when they came before Ruspina, observing Ccesar's 
ships that lay at anchor about Tbapsus, and. fearing it 
might be the enemy's fleet stationed there to intercut 
Ibem ; tbey imprudently stood out to sea ; and, aftef 
being long tossed by the winds, pro¥isfa>ns and watef 
failing them, at last arrived at Caesar's camp. * 

• 48. Soon after they were landed, Csesar, calling to 

ttind their Upentious beharior in Italy^ and^tbe ra» 
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pitied of «oae of ihmr ofioers, sased the ifxekmw fiarf; 
OiBhed by C. Avienus, a military tribune of the tenth 
legion, who, when h? set out from Sicily, filled a ship 
intirely with his own equipage and attendants, withoiii;^ 
ttking on bMtd tme mf^e aoUier. Wherefore mm- 
IBOning all the miUtary tribanes and centnrione to ap^ 
pear before his tribunal next day, be addressed them 
in these terms : ^ I could have wished that those, whose 
iaiidAnoe aBd ionner licentious diaracter havegiTea 
m» eante ot^ oonpliiiQty had been oapable of ameiid-i 
Htnt, and of making a good use of my mildness, pa"^ 
tience, and moderation : but since they know not how 
to confine themselves within bounds, I intend to make^ ' 

example of them, accordiog to the law of arms, 
««daff that olteiy nay be laoi^ a batter Qood Yon, 
C* Anenus, when you were in Italy, instigated the 
soldiers of the Roman people to revolt from the re<* 
public ; you have b^en guilty of rapines and plunders 
10 tbo. mujikiigal towns i and yon; have never been of 
any seal amita* either to the ooasiooiiwealtb, or to 
your general : lastly in lieu of soldiers, you baw 
crowded the transports with your slaves and equipage ; 
so that, through your fault, the republic fails in sol* 
diarst who At this time are not only useful, but na? 
GessaKy« Ww all tbeia.cmMea» I break you with igno<t 
winy, and order ym to lea?a Africa this very day. 
Jn like manner I break you, A. Fonteius, because you 
have behaved yourself as a seditious officer, and as a 
baid citizen. You, T. Salienns, M. Tiro, C» CliisinuSf 
hare ufteined Ae raok of cautiirious throagh nsj iu* 
dulgence^ and not Hmugh your owu neifti and maoa 
you have been invested with that rank, have neither 
shown bravery in war, nor good conduct in peace, 
instead of endeavoring to aot according to the rulea-of 

saadsirty. audi dacamiy^yoiif whQi» atody.han .be^ .ta 
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fitir up the soldiers against ^'our general. 1 therefore 
think you unworthy of continuing oentorions in my 
mny : I break you, and' order yon to quit Afriea aa 
Man aa poarible/ Having coneloded tbia apeedi^ ha 
deHyered them over to some centurions^ with ordera to 
confine them separately on board a ship^ allowing each 
^f them a single slave to wait ou them. / 
' 49. Mifantime the Oetolian desarleia, whon Cmar 
bad aent home with lettera and instntetioDs* aa wa Lava 
telated above, arrived among their countrymen ; who^ 
partly swayed by their authority, partly by the name 
and reputation of Csssar, revolted from Juba; and 
qiaedily and unanimoody taking up aanis, scrupled 
not to act in oppontioii to their king. Jnbahanring 
thus three wars to sustain, waa compelled lo detlidi 
six cohorts from the army destined to act against C{e« 
aar, and send them to defend the frontiera of his king* 
dotii againit the G^tnlians. 

50. Cssaar, having finished his linea of eonammioa^ 
tion, and pushed them so near the town as to be just 
without reach of dart, intrenched himself there. He 
caused warlike engines in great numbers to be placed 
in the front of hia worka^ wherewith he played pav^ 
petbnlly against the town ; and to:inerea8e the enemy'a 
apprehensions, drew five legions out of his other camp* 
This opportunity gave several persons of rank, in both 
armies, a desire to see and converse with their frienday 
which Gsesar foresaw would turn to hia advanlag6: Hor 
the chief officers of the Oetolian' horae, with other Ib- 
lustrious men of that nation, whose fathers had served 
tinder C. Marius, and from his bounty obtained con'- 
4nderable estates in their country, but after Sylla'a vie- 
torjr bad been made tribntariea to king Hiemparii^ 
-taking the opportmitly of the nighty when the firea 
were lighted; with their horses and servants, to the 
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tiutnber of about a thousand, came over to Cast's 
camp near Uzita. 

51. As this accident could not but disturb Sc^^ 
ud his foUoweiSf ihejr peroeivedy milch abont the same 
time^ M. Aqainiiis in disorarse wiA C. Sasema. Sd« 
pio sent him word, that he did not do well to correspond 
with the enemy. Aquinius paid no attention to this 
teprimand, but puraued his discourse. Soon after, 
cme of Juba'a guards came to him^ and told him, is tha 
Jiearing of Sasemay * The king forbids yon to conttirae 
this conversation.' He no sooner received this order^ 
than immediately he retired^ for fear of offending the 
king* One cannot wonder enough at thia step in a 
Itomaa titiBen, who bad already attained to coQeider» I 
nUe honors in the eonnnouweftlth ; that thougii neither 
banished his country, nor stripped of his possessions, 
he should pay a more ready obedience to the ordei^ of 

a foreign prince than those of Soipio; and chodae mHunr 
to behold the deatmction of his party than return into 
the bosom of his country. Nor was Juba's arroganee 
confined to M. Aquinius, a new man, and an incon- 
siderable senator ; but reached even Scipio himself, a 
man of iUostiioua birth, distinguished honors, and bi^^ 
dignity in the state : for as Seipio, b^ore the krag's 
arrival, always wore a purple coat of mail ; Juba is re* 
ported to have told him, that he ought not to wear the , 
same habit as he did. Accordingly Scipio changed his 
purple robe for a while one, aubnoittittg to the cUpiioe 
of a haughty barbarian monarch* 

52. Next day they drew out all their forces from 
both camps ; and forming them on an eminence not far 
Stem Caesar's camp, continued thus in order of battto. 
CaMunr likewise drew^ out bis tnen, and diq^osed Hum 
in battle array before his lines riiot doubting but the 
•nemy^ who exceeded him in number of troops, and 
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Lad been so considerably reinforced by the arrival of 
king Juba, would advance to attack bim. Wherefore 
JiaTing rode through the ranks, encoaraged his men^ 
and given them the signal of battle, he stayed expect 
ing the enemy's charge: for he did not think it ad* 
visable to remove far from his lines ; because the enemy 
having a strong garrison in Uzita, which was opposite 
to his right wing, he could not advance beyond that 
Iftlaoe without exposing his flank to a sally from the 
lawn.. Besides^ the access to Scipio's army was rongh 
and difficult, and would have disordered his troops be- 
fore they gave the onset. 

63» And here it may not be improper to describe .the 
order of battle of both armies* Scipio's troops were 
drawn up in this manner : he posted his own legion^, 
and those of Juba, in the front ; behind them the Nu- 
midians, as a body of reserve ; but in so very thin 
ranks, and so far extended in }ength, that to see them 
at a distance, you would have td^en the main battle 
ibr a simple line of legionaries, which Was doubled 
only on the wings. The elephants were placed at 
equal distances on the right and left, sustained by the 
light-armed troops and auxiliary Numidians. All the 
4biidled cavalry were on the nght ; for the left was 
eiMrered by the town of Urita, noi* had the calralry 
room to extend themselves on that side. Accordingly 
he stationed the Numidian horse, with an incredible 
multitude of light-armed foot, about a thousand paces 
from hii^ right, towards the foot of a mountain^ con- 
eiderably removed from his own and the enemy's 
troops. His design in this was, that during the pro- 
gress of the battle, the cavalry, having room to extend 
themselves, might wheel round on Cassar's left, and 
disorder it wkh their darts. Such was Scipio's dispo^ 
sition. Csesar's order of battle^ to des^be it from 
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^l^iowforaed the left wing ; the thirteenth, fourteenth, 
twenty-eighth, and twenty-sixth, the main body; and 
the thirtieth and twenty-ninth the right. His second 
4io6 on the right, cduiialed .partly of the cohorts ojf 
those legfams we baTO already meotioiied^ partly of the 
•new leTiet* Hie third line was posted to the left^ ex* 
tending as far as the middle legion of the main body, 
and so disposed, that the left wing formed a tr^^le 
order of battle. The reason of this dispositioa was^ 
•becaoae hia right wiag being defended by the wotksv 
it behoTed him to make his left the stronger, that titey 
niiglit be a match for the numerous cavalry of the 
enemy ; for which reason he had placed all his horse 
there, intermixed with light-armed foot ; and as he 
•could not rely nrach on them, had detached the fifth 
legion to sustain them. The archers were dispersed 
up and down the field, but principally in the two 
wings. 

54. The two armies thns facing one another ki order 
of battlot with a space of no more than time hundred 
paces between, continned so posted from morning till 
night without fighting, of which perhaps there never 
was an instance before* But when Caesar began to re* 
treat within his lines, soddenly all the NumicUan and 
Oettedian horse without bridles, who were posted behind 
the enemy's army, made a motion to the right, and be*^ 
gan to approach Ccesar's camp on the mountain ; while 
•the regular cavalry under Labienus, continued in their 
post, to keep oar legions in check. On thisi part of 
-Caesar^ cavalry, wtth.tim fi|^«sarmod ibot, advancing 
hastily, and without orders, against the Getulians, and 
Venturing to pass the morass, found themselves unable 
to deal with the superior multitude of the enemy and 
JMiig abandoned by the ligbt'^nrmed troops, were forced 
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to retreat in great disorder, after the loss of one trooper, 
twenty-six liglit-armed foot, and many of their horses 
wounded. Scipio^ overjoyed at this success, returned 
tomirds night to his camp. But as fortuue^fl favors are 
seldom permanent to thoto engaged in the trade of war^ 
the day after, a party of horse sent by Cfesar to Leptis 
in iqnest of provisions, falling in unexpectedly with 
some Numidian and Getulian stragglers^ killed or made 
prisonevs about a hundred of them* Ctesar, meanwhile, 
omitted not every day to draw out bis men, and labor 
at the works ; carrying a ditch and rampart quite across 
the plain, to prevent the incursions of the enemy. Ncr 
was Scipio less active in forwarding his works, and 
aeeoiing his eommnnication with the mountain. Thus 
both generals' were busied about their intrenefaments $ 
yet seldom a day passed, without some skirmish be* 
tween the cavalry. 

In the mean time. Varus, on notice that the 
gerenth and eighth legions had sailed from Sicily, 
speedily equipped the ieet be had brought to winter at 
Utica ; and manning it with Getulian rowers and mari- 
ners, went out a cruising, and came before Adrumetuni 
with fifty-^ve ships. Ciesar, who knew nothing of his 
amval, sent lu Ciqpius, with a squadron of twenty* 
seven ssil, to cruise about Thapsns, for the security ot 
bis convoys; and likewise despatched Q. Aquila to 
Adrumetum, with tliirteen galleys, on the same errand. 
Cispins soon reached the station apipointed to him ; but 
Aqufla, being attacked by a storm, could not double the 
cape, which obliged him to put into a creek at some 
distance, that afforded convenient shelter. The rest of 
the fleet anchored before Leptis, where the mariners 
went on shore,- some to refresh themselves, others to 
buy provisions in the towns, and left their ships quite 
defenceless. Varus, having notice of this from the de» 
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fleers; and reaoWing to take advaiitage of fbeenemy^fl 

negligence, left Adrumetum about nine at night ; and 
arriving early next morning with his whole fleet before 
Leptis, burned all the transports that were out at seat 
and took without opposition two five-benohed gaikjMI 
in which were none to defend them. 

56. Caesar had an account brought him of this un« 
lucky accident as he was inspecting the works of his 
camp* Whereon, he immediately took horse, went foU 
speed tO'Leptis, which was but two leagues distaati 
and going on board a brigantine, ordered all the ships 
in the port to follow him, and, in this manner, put to 
sea. He soon came up with Aquila, whom be found 
dismayed and terrified at the number of ships he had 
to oppose ; and continuing his course, began to pame 
the enemy's fleet* Meantime Varus, astonished at 
Caesar's boldness and despatch, tacked about with his 
whole fleet, and made the best of his way for Adrume- 
tum : but Caesar, after four miles sail, came up with 
him, recovered one of his galleys, with the crew and a 
hundred and thirty men, left to guard her; and took a 
three-benched galley belonging to the enemy, with all 
the soldiers and mariners on board. The rest of the 
fleet doubled the cape, and made the port of Adrmat^ 
turn. Cmta could not double the cape with the saaie 
wind; but keeping the sea all night, appeared early 
next morning before Adrumetum. He set fire to all 
the transports without the haven ; took what galleya he 
found thm, or forced them into the harbor ; and having 
waited some time to offer the enemy battle, returned 
again to his camp. On board the ship he had taken 
was P. Vestrius, a Roman knight, and Ligarius 
Afranius, the same who had prosecuted the war a gi^ pf t 
him in Spain, and who, instead of acknowleging the 
•conqueror's generoslQri in granting him his liberty^ had 
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joined Poihpey in Greece ; and after the battle of Phar- 
fialia, had gone into Africa to Yams, tkere to continue 
in the aervice of the some cauae. Caesar, to punish bis 
perfidy and breach of oath,, gave immediate' orders for 
Ms execution : but he pardoned P. Vestrias, because 
his brother had paid his ransom at Rome; and he made 
it appear, that being taken in Nasidius' fleet, and con-i^ 
demned to die. Varus had saved his life, since which 
no opportunity had offered of making his escape, 
. 67. It is usual for the people of Africa to deposit 
their corn privately in vaults, under ground, to secure 
it iu time of war, and guard it from the sudden incur- 
sions of an enemy. Ceesar, having intelligence of this 
from a spy, drew* out two .legions, with a party of ca- 
valry, at midnight, and sent them about ten miles ofl"; 
whence they returned, loaded with corn, to the camp, 
Labienus, being informed of it, marched about seven 
miles^ through the mountains Caesar had passed the 
day before, and there encamped with two legions ; 
where expecting that Caesar would often come the 
ksktne way in quest of corn, he daily lay in ambush, 
with a great body of horse and light-armed foot. 
Gaesar, having notice of this from the deserters,, suf- 
fered* not a day to pass, till the enemy, by repeating 
the practice often, had abated a little of their circum- 
spection. Then issuing unexpectedly one morning, by 
the Decuman port, with eight veteran legions, and a 
party of horse, he ordered the cavalry to march before; 
who coming suddenly on the enemy's light-armed foot, 
that lay in ambusli among the valleys, slew about five 
hundred, and put the rest to flight. Meantime Labie- 
nus advanced, with all his cavalry, to support the run- 
aways, and was on the point of overpowering our small 
party with his numbers, when suddenly Csesar ap- 
peared \yith the legions^ in order of buttle. This sight 
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cbeeked the ardor of Labienut who diiraght proper ttf 

sound a retreat. The day after, Juba ordered all the 
Numidians who had deserted their post and fled ta 
their camp, to be eruoified. 

68. Meanwhile Caesar, being etrailened Ibr want of 
eem, recalled all hk forces to the camp ; and having 
left garrisons at Leptis, Iluspina, and Acilla, ordered 
Cispius and Aquila to cruise with their fleets, the one 
before Adrumetnm, the other before Thapsus^ and set 
Are to hia camp at Uzita, he set oat, in order of battle, 
at three in the mornings disposed his baggage in th^ 
left, and came to Agar, a town that bad been often 
vigorously attacked by the Getulians, and as valiantly 
defended by the inhabitanta. There encainping in the 
plain before the town, he went, with part of hia army/ 
ronnd the country in qnest of provirions; and having 
found store of barley, oil, wine, and figs, with a small 
quantity of wheat, after allowing the troops some time 
to refresh themselves, he returned to his camp. Scipio 
meanwhile hearing of Caesar's depaiitnre, followed binr 
along the hills, .with all his forces, and posted himself 
about six miles off, in three different camps. 

69. The town of Zeta lying on Scipio's aide of the 
country, was not above ten milea from his eamp ; but 
might be about eighteen from that of Caesar* Scipio 
bad sent two legions thither to forage ; which Caesar 
having intelligence of from a deserter, removed his 
camp from the plain to a hill, for the greater security ; 
and leaving some troops to guard it, marched at three 
in the morning, with the rest of bis forces, passed 
the enemy's camp, and possessed himself of the town. 
Scipio's legions were gone farther into the country to 
forage ; against whom setting out immediately, he found; 
the whole army come up to their assistance, which ob» 
liged him* to give over pursuit* He took, on thii^ 
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occasion, C. Matins Reginus, a Roman kniglit, Scipio's 
intimate friend, and governor of the town ; also P. Atrius, 
It Soman knight likewise, of ike province of Utica, with 
tvrenty-two caraels, belonging to king Jnba, Then lea* 
Ving a garrison in the place, under the command of Op- 
pius, his lieutenant, he set out on his return to his own 
camp. 

' eo. As he drew near Seipio^n camp, by whieh he-was 
tieoeisltaled to pass, Labienns and Afransns, who Inf 

in ambuscade among the nearest hills, with all their 
Cavalry and light-armed infantry, started up and at- 
tacked his rear. Caesar, detaching his cavalry to re- 
ceive their ebargef ordered the legtone to throw ali 
tbeir baggage into a heap, and face about on the enemy^ 
No sooner was this order executed, than on the first 
charge of the legions, the enemy's horse and light- 
armed foot began to give way, and were, with incredi* 
ble ease, driven from the higher gronnd* Bnt • when 
CsBsar, imagining them snAeiently deterred from any 
farther attempts, began to pursue his march, they again 
issued from the hills; and the Numidians, with the 
light-armed infantry^ who are wonderfully nimble, and 
accustom themselves to fight intermixed with the horse^ 
^iih whom they keep an equal pace either in advancing 
or retiring, fell a second time on our foot. As they 
repeated this often, pressing on our rear when we 
Inarched, and retiring when we endeavored to engage, 
hlways keeping at a certain distanee, and with singular 
dare avoiding a close fight, as holding it enough to 
wound us with their darts ; Caesar plainly saw that 
their whole aim was, to oblige him to encamp in that 
place, where no water was to be had ; that his soldiers, 
who bad tasted nothing from three in the morning till 
four in the afternoon, miglit perish with hunger, and 
Ibe cattle with thirst. Sunset now. approached ; when 
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Caesar, finding he had not gained a hundred pace^ com- 
plete ID four hours, and that by keeping his cavalry in 
the rear, he lost many horse, ordered the legions to 
fall behind, and close the march. Proceeding tlinei 
with a slow and gentle pace^ he found the legions fitter 
to sustain the eneniy's charge. Meantime the Numi- 
dian horse, wheeling round the hills, to the right and 
Ua, threatened to inclose Caosar'a forces with their 
amnbers, while part continued to harass his rear : 4iad 
if but three or foqr reteran soldiers laced about, and 
darted their javelins at the enemy, no less than two 
thousand of them would take to flight ; hut suddenly 
lllllying, returned to the fight, and charged the legiiUH 
luries with their darts. Thus CsBsar, one while anafeh^ 
ing forward, one while baiting, and going on but slowly, 
reached the camp safe, about seven that evening, having 
only ten men wounded. Labienus too retreated to his 
camp, after having thoroughly fatigued his troops with 
Ihe pursnit ; in which, besides a great number woundedt 
his loss amounted to about three hundred men* And 
Scipio withdrew his legions and elephants, whom, for 
the greater terror, he had ranged before his . camp, 
^sithin view of Caesar's army. 

6K Csmr, having such an enemy^to deal with, was 
necessitated to instruct his soldiers, not like a general 
of a veteran army, which had been victorious in so 
many battles ; h^ut like a fencing-master, training up 
bis gladiators ; with what foot they must advance or 
fotire ; when they, were to oppose and make good theii 
ground, when to counterfeit an attack; at what place, 
and in what manner to launch their javelins: for the 
enemy's, light-armed troops gave wonderful trouble 
imd disqpiet to -our army ; becauie they not only de^** 
lerred the cavalry from the encounter, by killing their 
}K)r4es with their javelins, but likewise wearied, out 
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the legionary soldiers by their swiftness : for as often 
M these heavy-armed troops advanced to attack them^ 
fhey evaded the danger by a quiek retreat. This gttV0 . 
CsMar no small tronble ; becanse as often as be en<* 
gaged with his cavalry, without being sustained by the 
infantry, he found himself by no means a match for 
the enemy's horse, supported by tiieir light-armed 
foot : and as he bad no experience of the strength of 
their legions, be foresaw still greater difficulties when 
these should be united, as the shock must then be 
wonderful* The number too and size of the elephants 
greatly increased the terror of the soldiers ; for which 
Ifowever he found a remedy, in causing some of those 
animals to be brought over from Italy, that bis men 
might be accustomed to the sight of them, know their 
iKrepgth and courage, and in what part of the body 
ttey were most likely to be wounded : for as the ele^ 
^ants were covered witb^trappinge and omaments» it 
%|HI8 necessary to inform them what parts of the body 
remained naked, that they might direct their darts 
thither. It was likewise needful to familiarise his 
bcHHses to the cry, smell, and fignre of these animals ; 
in all which he succeeded to a wonder : for the sol* 
tiers quickly came to touch them with their bands, 
and to be sensible of their tardiness ; and the cavalry 
attacked them with blunted darts, and, by degrees^ 
brought their horses to endure their presence. For 
Ibese reasons already mentioned, Ccesar was not with«« 
out his anxieties, and proceeded with more slowness 
and circumspection than usual, abating considerably of 
bis wonted expedition and celerity. Nor ought we to 
irdnder ; for in Gaul his troops had been accustomed 
io fight in. a champaign country, against an open nn* 
designing enemy, who despised artifice, and valued 
^emselvesx)nly. on their bravery : but now he was io 
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habituate bis soldiers to the arts and contrivances of a 
crafty enemy, and teach Ihem what to pursue, and 
what to avoid* The aooiieff therefore to inatniel them 
ia these natters, be took eare not to eoafine hie legimi 
to one place ; but under pretence of foraging, engaged 
them in frequent marches and counter-marches ; 
knowing well that the enemy would take eare not to 
lose sight of him* Three days after, ke drew ap kss 
forces with great art, and marching pastScipio's camp^ 
waited for him in an open plain ; but, seeing that he 
still declined a battle, he retreated to his camp iu the 
evening. 

' 62. Meantime ambassadors arrived from the towa oC 
Vaeca, bordering on Zeta, of which we have observed 

Oaesar had possessed himself. They requested and 
intreated that he would send them a garrison, pro- 
mising to furnish many of the necessaries of war. At 
the same time, by an naeominim piece of good fartaae 
for Cassar, a deserter informed bim, that Jnba bad, by 
A quick march, reached the town, massacred the inha* 
bitants, and abandoned the place itself to the plunder 
of his soldim* Thus was Caesar's garrison prev«uled 
fi*om setting out, and by that -means saved fiRom dft» 
struction. 

63. Caesar, having reviewed his army the eighteenth 
of February, advanced next day, with all his forces^ 
ire miles beyond his eamp, and remained a conssdecw 
able time in order of battle, two miles from Setpki^a. 
When he had waited sufficiently long to invite the ene* 
my to an engagement, finding them still decline it, he 
led back his troops. Next day he decamped, and di» 
teeted his march towards Sarsora, where Scipio had m 
garrison of Nmntdians, and a magaanne of com. La^ 
bienus, being informed of this motion, fell on his rear 
with the cavalry and light-armed troops ; and, hasuy 
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made himself master of part of the baggage, was en-' 
coarnged to attack the legions themselves, believing 
Ibey wmU. fall an eaqr prey, tioder the load and 
ciiinbra»Ge of a march. Bnt GaMar, ffom a foresight 
of what might happen, had ordered three hundred men 
out of each legion, to hold themselves in readiness for 
fiction. These being sent against Labienus, he was so 
terrified at their approach, that be shamefully took lo 
fl^gbt, great numbers of his men being killed ov 
>vounded. The legionaries returned to their standards, 
and pursued their march. Labienus still follawed us 
at a distanqe along the summit of the mountains^ and 
kept boyering on onr right. 

. .64k Caesar, arriring before SaTsnra, took it in pre* 

sence of the enemy, who durst not advance to its re- 
lief ; and put to the sword the garrison which had 
been left there by Scipio, under the command of P* 
CSornelsosi who, after a vigorous defence, was snr* 
Itmaded and slain. Having given all the corn in the 
l^ce to the army, he marched next day to Tisdra, 
where Considius was, with a strong garrison, and his 
cohort of gladiators. Caesar, having taken a view of 
the town, and being deterred from besieging it fot 
^ant of corn, set out immediately , and after a march of 
four miles, encamped near a river. Here he stayed 
about four days, and then returned to his former camp 
at Agar. Scipio did the same, and retreated to his 
old quarters. 

. Meantime the Thabenenses, a nation situated in 

the extreme confines of Juba's kingdom, along the sea- 
coast, and who had been accustomed to live in sub* 
.jection to that monarch, having massacred the garrir 
eon left there by the king, sent deputies to Cassar to 
inform him of what they had done, and to beg he 
yrould take under his protection a city which deserved 
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i9 well of the Roman people. CaBsar^ approving tlieif 
conduct. Bent M« Crispus the tribune, with a cohort, a 
piurtjr of archers, and a great number of warlike i 
l^nes, to charge himself with the defence of Thahena« 
66. At the same time the legionary soldiers, who 
either on account of sickness, or for other reasons, had 
BOt been able to come orer into Africa with the reitt^' 
IQ the number of four thousand foot, four huiidied 
faorse^ and a thousand archers and slingers, now ar« 
rived all together. With these, and his former troops, 
he advanced into a plain eight miles distant from his 
own camp, and four from that of Scipio, where he 
waited the enemy in order of battle. 
• 67. The town of Tegea was below Scipio's camp, 
where he had a garrison of four hundred horse. These 
he drew up on the right and left of the town ; and 
bringing forth his legions, formed them in ordw of 
battle on a hilt somewhat lower than his camp, and 
which was about a thousand paces distant from it. 
After he had continued a considerable time in this 
posture, without offering to make any attempt, Caesar 
sent some squadrons of horse, supported by his lights 
armed infantry, archers, and slingers, to charge the 
enemy's cavalry, who were posted before the town. 
Our men advancing on the spur, Pacidius began to ex* 
tend his front, that he might at once surround and 
give us a warm reception* On this, Ciesar detuned 
three hundred legionaries to our assistance, while at 
the same time Labienus was continually sending fresh 
reinforcements, to replace those that were wounded or 
fotigued. Our cavalry, who were only four hundred 
in number, not being aUe to sustain the charge of footf. 
Aousand, and being besides greatly incommoded hf 
the light-armed Numidians, began at last to giv# 
ground: which Csssar observing, detached the other 
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wing to their assistance, who joining those that were 
like to be overpowered, they fell in a body on the 
nemy, put them to flight, slew or wounded great nitm* 
bersy pnrraed them three miles quite to the monntains^ 
tfnd then returned to their own men. Caesar continued 
in order of battle till four in the afternoon, and then 
retreated to his camp without the loss of a man. In 
thia action Pacidins received a dangerous wonnd ill 
the bead, and had many of his best officeni either 
killed or wounded. r 

68. When he found that the enemy were by no 
ttieans to be prevailed with to fight him on equal termr, 
And that he could not encamp nearer them for want of 
water, in consideration^ of which alone, and not from 
Hny confidence in their numbers, the Africans had 
dared to despise him ; he decamped the fourteenth of 
April at midnight, marched sixteen miles beyond Agar 
to Thapsns, where Virgilius commanded with a strong 
garrison, and there fixed his camp. The very first 
day he began the circumvallation, and raised redoubts 
in proper places, as well for his own security, as to 
pi^ent any succors from entering the town. This 
step reduced Scipio to the necessity^ of fighting, to 
avoid the disgrace of abandoning Yirgilins and the 
Tbapsitani, who had all along remained firm to his 
party: and therefore following Caesar without delay, 
lie posted himself in two camps^ eight miles from 
Thapsns. 

69. Between a morass and the sea was a narrow pass 
of about fifteen hundred paces, by which Scipio hoped 
to throw succors into the place : but Caesar, from a 
foresight of what might happen, had the day before 
raised a very strong fort at the entrance of it, where 
he left a triple garrison ; and, encamping with the rest 
ofius troQps in form of a half mooui. carried his works 
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round the town. Scipio, disappointed of his design-, 
passed the day and night following a little above the 
aoruB; bat early next monriBg adi^anced within a 
amall distance of our fort, where he began to intrendk 
himself about fifteen hundred paces from the sea* CfB* 
ear, being informed of this, drew off his men from the 
works; and, leaving Asprenas, the proconsiil» with 
two legions, to gpnard the camp and baggage^ marched 
mU the rest of his forces with the nlmost expedition to 
the place where the enemy were posted. He left part 
of the fleet before Thapsus, and ordered the rest to 
make as near the shore as possible towards the enemy's 
Year, observing the signal he should give them ; on 
which they were to raise a sndden ahont, that the 
enemy, alarmed and disturbed by the noise behind 
them, might be forced to face about. 

70. When Ceesar came to the place, he found Sci* 
pio's army in order of battle before the intrenehments, 
the elephants posted in the two wings, and part of the 
soldiers employed in fortifying the camp. On sight of 
this disposition, he drew up his army in three lines, 
placed the second and tenth legions in the right wingi 
the eighth and ninth in the left, five legions in the oen* 
tre, covered his flanks with five cohorts posted ov^ 
against the elephants, disposed the archers and slingers 
in the two wings, and intermingled the light-armed 
troops with his cavalry. He himself on foot went 
from rank to rank, to rouse the courage of the vete** 
rans, putting them in mind of their former bravery, 
and animating them by his soothing address. He ex- 
horted the new levies to emulate the bravery of the 
veterans, and endeavor by a victory to attain the .same 
degree .of glory and renown. 

. 71. As he ran ..from rank to Tank, he observed the 
0nemy very uneasy, hurrying from place to place, one 
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while retiring liehind the rampart, another coining out 
ag^ain in great tumult and confusion. As the same waa 
observed by many others in the army, his lieutenant* 
aad Yolanteers begged him ta give tbe sign of battle, 
as tbe immortal gods promised him a eertain victory* 
While he hesitated with himself, and strove to repress 
their eagerness and desires, as being unwilling to yield- 
to the importunity of men, whose duty it was to wail 
his oxidjers ; . on a sndden a trumpet in the right wing, 
without his leave, and compelled by the soldiers, 
sounded a charge. On this, all the cohorts ran to bat- 
tle, in spite of the endeavors of the centurions, whp^ 
strove to restrain them by force, but to no purpose. 
Ccesar, perceiving that the ardor of his soldiers wouldr 
udnrit of no restraint, giving good fortune for the word, 
spurred on his horse, and charged the enemy's front 
On the right wing, the archers and slingers poured 
their javelins without intermission on the elephants, 
and by the noise their slings and stones, so terrified' 
these unruly animals, that turning on their own men; 
they trod them down in heaps, and rushed through the' 
gates of the camp, that were but half finished. At the 
same time, the Haurttanian horse, who were in the same- 
wing with the elephants, seeing themselves deprived of 
their assistance, betook themselves to flight. Where- 
on the lep^ions wheeling round the elephants, soon 
mastered tbe enemy's intrenchments. Some few that 
made resistance were slain : the rest fied with all ex-^ 
pedition to the camp they had quitted the day before. ' 

72. And here we must not omit taking notice of the 
bravery of a veteran soldier of the fifth legion : for wheu 
an elephant which had been wounded, in the left wing, 
and roused to fury by the pain, ran against an unarmed 
sutler, threw him under his feet, and leaning on him 
with his whole weight, brandishing his trunk, and 
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raising bideoua cries, cmdied him to deadi, the boU 
dier coold not refrain from attacking the animal. The 

elephant, seeing him advance with his javelin in his 
band, quitted the dead body of the sutler, and seizing 
bim with his trunk, wheeled him round in the air. 
But the soldier, amidst all the danger, losing notiiiog 
of his courage, ceased not with his sword to strike at 
the elephants trunk ; who, at last, overcome with the 
pain, quitted his prey, and fled to the rest with hideous 
cries. 

* 73. Meanwhile the garrison of Thapsns, either de« 
signing to assist their friends, or abandon the town, 

sallied by the gate next the sea, and, wading navel 
deep in the water, endeavored to reach the land ; but 
the servants and followers of the camp, attacking them 
with darts and stones,, obliged them to return again to 
tbe town* Scipio's camp meanwhile being forced, and 
l^ia men flying on all sides, the legions instantly began , 
the pursuit, that they might have no time to rally. 
When they arrived at their former camp, by means of 
which they hoped to defend themselves, they began to 
think of choosing a commander, to whose authority 
and orders they might submit ; but finding none on 
whom they could rely, they threw down their arms, 
and fled to. Juba's quarter. This being likewise pes* 
sessed. by our men, they retired to a hill ; where, de* 
spairing of safety, they endeavored to soften their ene* 
mies, saluting them by the name of brethren. But 
this stood them in little stead: for the veterans, trans* 
ported with rage and anger, were not only deaf lo the 
cries of their enemies, but even killed or wounded se- 
veral citizens of distinction in their own army, whooi 
they upbraided as authors of the war. Of this number 
was Tullius Rufus, the questor, whom a soldier know- 
Vigly ran through with a javesHn ; and.Pompeius Jh^ 
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fuSy who was wounded with a sword in the arm^ and 
would dottbtte88 have been slain, had he not speedily 
fled to Caesar for protection. This made several Ro^ 

man knights and senators retire from the battle, lest 
the soldiers, who after so signal a victory assumed an 
unbounded license, should be induced by the hopes of 
impunity to wreak their fury on them likewise. In 
short, all Scipio^s soldiers, though they implored the 
protection of Caesar, were yet, in the very sight of that 
general, and amidst his intreaties to his men to spare 
them, universally, and without exception, put to the 
^word. 

74. Caesar,* having made himself master of the em* 

my's three camps, killed ten thousand of them, and 
put the rest to flight, retreated to his own quarters^ 
with the loss of no more than fifty men, and- a few 
wounded. In his way, he appeared before ThapsoSf 
^nd ranged all the elephants he had taken in the battle^ 
amounting to sixty-four, with their ornaments, trap- 
pings, and castles, in full view of the place. He was 
in hopes, by this evidence of his success; to induce 
Virgilius to a surrender: he even called and invited 
him to submit, reminding him of his clemency and 
mildness ; but no answer being given, he retired from 
before the town. Next day, after returning thanks to 
the gods, he assembled his army before Thapsus, praised 
}iis soldiers in presence of the inhabitants, rewarded 
the victorious, and from his tribunal extended his 
bounty to every one, according to their merit and ser- 
vices. ' Setting out thence immediately, he left the 
proconsul C. Bebellius, with three legions, to continue 
the siege, and sent Cn. Domitius, with two, to invest 
Tisdra, where Considius commanded. Then ordering 
M. Messala to go before with the cavalry, he began 
bis march to Utica* 
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75* Sc|pio*s .cavaUy, wlio bad escaped out 'of Ae 

battle, taking the road of Utica, arrived at Parada ; 
but being refused admittance by the inhabitants, who 
heard of Caesar's victory, they forced the gates, lighted 
a ^eat fire in the middle of the forum, and threw all 
the inhabitants into it, without distinction of age or 
sex, with their effects ; avenging in this manner, by an 
nnheard-of cruelty, the affront they had received. 
Thence they marched directly to Utica. M. Cato, 
some time before, distrusting the inhabitants of that 
city, because of the privileges granted them by the 
Julian law, had disarmed and expelled the populace, 
obliging them to dwell without the warlike gate, in a 
small camp environed with a slight intrencbment, round 
which he had planted guards, while at the same time 
he held the senators under confinement. The cavalry 
attacked their camp, as knowing them to be well- 
wishers to Caesar, and to avenge, by their destruction^ 
the shame of their own de&at. But the people, ani* 
mated by Cassar's victory, repulsed them with stones 
and clubs: they therefbre threw themselves into the 
town, killed many of the inhabitants, and pillaged their 
houses. Cato, unable to prevail with them to abstain 
from rapine and slaughter, and undertake the defence 
of tbe town, as he was not ignorant what they aimed 
at, gave each a hundred sesterces to make them quiet* 
Sylla Faustus did the same out of his own money ; 
and, marching with them from Utica, advanced into the 
kingdom of Juba. 

76. A great many others, that had escaped out of the 
battle, fled to Utica. These Cato assembled, with three 
hundred more who had furnished Scipio with money 
for carrying on the war, and exhorted them to set their 
slaves free, and, in conjunction witb them, defend the 
town. But finding that though part assembled^ the 
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rest were terrified and determiDed to fly, he gave over 
the attempt, and furnished them with ships to facilitate 
.their escape. He himself having settled all his affairs 
with the utmost care, and commended his children to 
I«. Caesar, his questor, without the least indication 
which might give cause of suspicion, or any change in 
his countenance and hehavior, privately carried a sword 
into his chamber when he went to sleep, and stabbed 
himself with it. But the wound not proving mortal, 
and the noise of his fall creating a suspicion, a physi- 
cian, with some friends, broke into his chamber, and 
endeavored to bind up the wound : which he no sooner 
was sensible of, than tearing it open again with his 
own hands, he expired, with undaunted resolution and 
presence of mind. The Uticans, though they hated 
his party, yet, in consideration of his singular integrity, 
his behavior so different from that of the other chiefs, 
and the wonderful fortifications he had directed to de- 
fend their town, interred him honorably. L. Caesar, 
that he might procure some advantages by his death, 
assembled the people ; and after haranguing them, ex- 
horted them to open their gates, and throw themselves 
on Caesar's clemency, frotn which they had the great- 
est reason to hope tiie best. This advice being fol- 
lowed, he came forth to meet Caesar. Messala having 
reached Utica, according to his orders, placed guards 
at the gates. 

77. Meanwhile Caosar, leaving Thapsus, came to 
Usceta, where 8cipio had laid up great store of com, 

arms, darts, and other warlike provisions, under a small 
guard. He soon made himself master of the place, 
and marched directly to Adrumetum, which he entered 
without opposition. He took an account of the arms, 
provisions, and money in the town ; pardoned Q. Li- 
garius, and C. Considius ; and leaving Livineius Re- 
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gulus there, with one legioD, set out the same day for 
Utica. L. Csesar meeting him by the way, threw him- 
self at Ms feet, and only begged for bis life. Caesar, 
according to his wonted clemency, easily pardoned 
him ; as he did likewise Caecina, C. Ateius, P. Atrius, 
L. CoUai father and son, M. Eppius, M. Aquinius, 
Gate's son, and the children of Damasippns. He ar- 
rived at Utica in the cfvening, by torch-light, and con- 
tinued all that night without the town, 

78. Next morning early he entered the place, sum- 
moned an assembly of the people, and thanked them 
for the affection they had shown to his cause. At the 
same time, he censored severely, and enlarged on the 

« crime of the Roman citizens and merchants, and the 
rest of the three hundred, who had furnished Scipio 
and Varus with money ; but concluded with telling 
them that they might show themselves without fear, as 
he was determined to grant them their lives, and con- 
tent himself with exposing their effects to sale ; yet so, 
that he would give them notice when their goods were 
to be sold, and the liberty of redeeming them on pay- 
ment of a certain fine. The merchants, half dead with 
fear, and conscious that they merited death, hearing 
on what terms life was offered them, greedily accepted ; 
the condition, and intreated Ciesar that he would im- ' 
pose a certain sum in gross on all the three hundred. 
Accordingly he amerced them in two hundred thou- 
sand sesterces, to be paid to the republic, at six equal 
payments, within the space of three years. They all 
accepted the condition ; and, considering that day as a 
second nativity^ joyfully returned thanks to Cassar. 

79. Meanwhile king Juba, who had escaped from 
the battle with Petreius, hiding himself all day in the 
villages, and travelling only by night, arrived at last 
in Numidia. When he came to Zama, his ordinary 
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place of residence, .where were bis wives and cbildren, 
with all his Measures, and whatever be held most raiu- 
BblBf and which he had strongly fortified at the begin- 
ning of the war, the inhabitants, having heard of Cae- 
sar's victory, refused bim entrance ; because, on de- 
claring war against the Ramansi, be had raised a mighty 
pile of wood in the middle of the fomm, designing, if 
nnanccessful, to massacre all the citizens, fling their 
bodies and effects on the pile, then setting fire to the 
mass, and throwing himself on it, destroy all, without 
exception, wives, children, citizens, and treasures, in 
one general conflagration. After oontinuing a consi*!- 
derable time before the gates, finding that neither 
threats nor intreaties would avail, he at last desired 
them to deliver him his wives and children, . that he 
might carry them along with him. But receiving- no 
answer, and seeing them determined to grant him no- 
thing, he quitted the place, and retired to one of his 
country seats with Petreius.and a few horse. 

80. Meantime the Zamians sent ambassadors to Cie^ 
ear at Utica, to inform him what they had done, and 
to request his assistance against Juba, who was draw- 
ing bis forces together to attack them. They assured 
him of their submission, and resolution to defend the 
town for him. Ctesar commended the ambassadors, 
and sent them hack to acquaint their fellow-citizens 
that be was coming himself to their relief. Accord- 
ingly, setting out the next day from Utica, with his 
cavalry, he directed his march towards Numidia. 
Many of the king's generals met him on the way, and 
sued for pardon : to all whom, having given a favor- 
able hearing, they attended him to Zama. The report 
of his clemency and mildness spreading into all parts, 
the .whole Numidian cavalry flocked to him at Zama, 
were there, delivered of their fears. 
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81. During these transactions Considins, who com- 
manded at Tisdra, with his own retinue, a garriaon of 
GetolianSy and a company of gladiators, hearing of the 
defeat of his party, and terrified at the arrival of Do- 
mitius and his legions, abandoned the town ; and pn- 
vately withdrawing, with a few of the barbarians^ and 
all his money, took his way towards Nnmidia. The 
Getulians, to render themselves masters of his trea- 
sure, murdered him by the way, and fled every man 
where he could. Meantime C. Vergilius, seeing him- 
self shut up by sea and land, without power of making 
a defence ; his folkwers all slain w put to flight ; M • 
Cato dead by his own hands at Utica ; Juba despised 
and deserted by his own subjects ; Sabura and his 
forces defeated by Sitius ; Caesar received without op- 
position at Utica ; and that of so vast an army, nodiiiig 
remained capable of screening him or his children ; 
thought it his most prudent course to surrender him- 
self and the city to the proconsul Caninius, by whom 
he was besieged. 

82. At the same time king Juba, seeing himself ex- 
cluded from all the cities of his kingdom, and that 
there remained no hopes of safety, having supped with 
Petreius, proposed an engagement, sword in hand, that 
Ibey might die honorably. Juba, as being the stronger, 
easily got the better of his adversary, and laid him 
dead at his feet : but endeavoring afterwards to run 
himself through the body, and wanting strength to ac- 
complish it, he was obliged to have recourse to one of 
his slaves, and, by his intreaties, prevailed on him lo 
perform that moumfnl office. 

83. In the mean time P. Sitius, having defeated the 
army of Sabura, Juba's lieutenant, and slain the gene- 
ral, and marching with a few tr4)ops through Maurita* 
nia, to jqln Caesar, chanced to ftU in with Faustos and 
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Afranius, who were at the head of the party that had 
plundered Utica, amounting in all to ahout fifteen hun- 
dred men, and designing to make the best of their way 
to Spain. Having expeditiously placed himself in am- 
Irascade during the night, and attacking them by day- 
break, he either killed or made them all prisoners, 
except a few that escaped from the van. Afranius and 
Faustus were taken atnong the rest, with their wires 
and children : bnt some f^w days after, a mutiny arising 
among the soldiers, Faustus and Afranius were slain. 
Cassar pardoned Pompeia, the wife of Faustus, with 
her children, and permitted her the free enjoyment of 
all her effects. 

84. Meanwhile Scipio, with Damasippus and Tor- 
quatus, and Plaetorius Rustianus, having embarked on 
board some galleys, with a design to make for the coast 
of Spain, and being long and severely tossed by con- 
trary winds, were at last obliged to put into the port 
of Hippo, where the fleet commanded by P. Sitius 
chanced at that time to be. Scipio's vessels, which 
were but small, and few in number, were easily sur- 
rounded and sunk, by the larger and more numerous 
ships of Sitius ; on which occasion Scipio, and aU those 
whom we have mentioned above as having embarked 
with him, perished. 

85. Meanwhile Caesar having exposed the king's ef-- 
fects to public sale at Zama, and confiscated the estates 
of those who, though Roman citizens, had borne arms 
against the republic, after conferring rewards on sucb 
of the Zamians as had been concerned in the design of 
excluding the king, be abolished all the royal tribunes, 
converted the kingdom into a province, and, appoint- 
ing Crispus Sallustius to take charge of it, with the 
title of proconsul, returned again to Utica. There he 
sold the estates of the ofiicers that had served under 
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^vba md Peireius; fiaisd the pe<^e of Thatpsus twenQr 
tboosaBd sesterces, and the company of Roman mer- 
chants there thirty thousand ; fined likewise the inha- 
bitants of Adrumetum in thirty thousand, and their 
company in fifty thousand ; hut preserved the cities 
9nd their territories fifom insult and plunder. Those 
of Leptis^ Whom Jnba had pillaged some time before, 
and who, on complaint made to the senate by their 
deputies, had obtained arbitrators and restitution, were 
enjoined to pay yearly three hundred thousand pounds 
of oil; because', from the beg^ning of the war, in ctm- 
sequence of a dissension among their chiefs, they had 
made an alliance with the king of Numidia, and sup- 
plied him with arms, soldiers, and money. The peo- 
ple of Tisdra, because of their extreme poverty, were 
only condemned to pay annually a certain quantity of 
corn. 

. 86. These things settled, he embarked at Utica on 
the thirtieth of June, and three days after arrived at 
Carales in Sardinia. Here he condemned the Sul- 
citani in a fine of 'one hundred thousand sesterces, for 
receiving and aiding Nasidius' fleet ; and instead of 
a tenth, which was their former assessment, ordered 
fhem now to pay an eighth to the public treasury. He 
likewise confiscated the estates of some who bad been 
more active than the rest, and weighing from Carales 
on the twenty-ninth of June, coasted along the shore, 
and after a voyage of twenty-eight days, during which 
he was several times obliged to put into port, by con* 
trary winds, arrived safe at Roibe. 
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SPANISH WAR. 

1. Pharnaoes being yanquished, and Africa redwed, 

those who escaped fled into Spain, to young Cn. Pom- 
pey ; who having got possession of the farther pro- 
▼ioce, whilst Caesar was employed in distributing re« 
wards in Italy, endeavored to strengthen himself by en- 
gaging the several states to join him : and partly by in« 
treaty, partly by force, soon drew together a consider- 
able army, with which he began to lay waste the coun- 
try. In this situation of things^ some states volantarily 
sent him suppUes, others shnt the gates of their towns 
against him : of which, if any chanced to fall into his 
hands by assault, how well soever a citizen might have 
deserved of his father, yet if he was known to be rich^ 
some ground of complaint was never wanting, under 
pretence of which to destroy him, that his estate might 
fall a prey to the soldiers. Thus the enemy, encou- 
raged by the spoils of the vanquished, increased daily, 
in number and strength : insomuch, that the states in 
Cmar's interest were continually sending messengerf 
into Italy, to press his immediate march to their re« 
lief. 
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2. Caesar, now a third time dictator, and nominated 
also a fourth time to the same dignity, hastening, with 
all diligence, into Spain, to put an end to the war, was 
met on the way by the ambassadors of Cordova, who 
had deserted from the camp of Cn« Pompey. They 
informed him that it would he an easy matter to make 
himself master of the town by night, because the enemy 
as yet knew nothing of his arrival in the province, the 
scouts sent out by Cn. Porapey to inform him of Cae- 
sar's approach having been all made prisoners* They 
alleged besides many more otber very probable reasons ; 
all which so far wrought on him, that he sent imme* 
diate advice of his arrival to Q. Pedius, and Q. Fabias 
Maximus his lieutenants, to whom he had left the 
command of the troops in the province, ordering them 
to send him all the cavalry they had been able to raise* 
He came up with them much sooner than they ex- 
pected, and was joined by the cavalry, according to 
his desire. 

3* Sextus Pompey, the brother of Cneus, com* 
manded at this time at Cordova, which was accounted 

the capital of the province. Young Cneus Pompey 
himself was employed in the siege of Ulia, which had 
now lasted some months. The besieged having notice 
of Caesar's arrival, sent deputies to him, who passed 
unobserved through Pompey's camp, and requested, 
with great earnestness, that he would come speedily to 
their relief. Ccesar, who was no stranger to the merit 
of that people, and their constant attachment to the 
Bomans, detached about nine at night eleven cobortst 
with a like number of horse, under the command of 
li. Julius Paciecus, a good officer, well known in the 
province, and who. was besides perfectly acquainted 
with the country. When he arrived, at Pompejr's 
quartersi a dreadful tempest arising, attended with a 
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▼iolent wind ; so great a darkness ensued, that it waft 
difficult to distinguish even the person next you. This 
accident proved of great advantage to Paciecus ; for 
being ariived at Pompe/a caiiip» he ordered the ca* 
valry lo advaooe twp by two, and maroh directly 
through the enemy's quarters to the town. Some of 
4heir guards calling to know who passed, one of our 
troopers bid them be silent^ for they were just thea 
endeavoring by stealth to approach the wall, in ordev 
to get posseasioD of the town ; and partly by this an- 
swer, partly by favor of the tempest, which hindered 
the sentinels from examining things diligently, they 
were suffered to pasa without disturbance. When they 
reached the gates, on a signal given they were ad- 
mitted ; and both horse and foot raising a mighty diout, 
after leaving some troops to guard the town, sallied 
in a body on the enemy's camp ; who having no ap- 
prehension of such an attack, were almost all like to 
bavB been made prisoners. 

4. Ulia being reliered, Gassar, to draw Poropey 
from the siege, marched towards Cordova ; sending 
the cavalry before, with a select body of heavy-armed 
foot; who as soon as they came within sight of the 
place, got up behind the troopers, without being per** 
ceived by those of Cordova. On their approach to the 
walls, the enemy sallied in great numbers, to attack 
our cavalry ; when the infantry leaping down, fell on 
them with such fdry, that out of an almost infinite 
tiultitade of men, very few returned to the town. Thia 
so alarmed SextUs Pompey, that be immediately sent 
letters to his brother, requesting him to come speedily 
to his relief, lest Caesar should make himself master of 
Cordova before his arrival* Thus Cn. Pompey, moved 
by Ub brother^9 letters, quitted the siege of Ulia, whidi 
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was on the point of surrendering, and began his march 

towards Cordova. 

5. Caesar arriving at the river Beetis, which he found 
too deep to he forded, sunk several baskets of stones in 
it ; and raising a bridge on thenit supported by double 
beams, carried over his forces in three bodies. Pompey 
arriving soon after with his troops, encamped directly 
over against him. Caesar , to cutoff his provisions and 
communication with the town, ran a line from his camp 
to the bridge. Pompey did the same ; insomuch, that 
a struggle arose between the two generals, which 
should first get possession of the bridge ; and this 
daily brought on small skirmishes, in which sometimes 
the one, sometimes the other party had the better. At 
last the dispute becoming more general, they came 
to a close fight, though on very disadvantageous 
ground ; for both sides striving earnestly to obtain 
the bridge, they found themselves as they approached 
straitened for want of room, and extending themselves 
towards the river side, many fell headlong from the 
banks. Thus the loss was pretty equal ; for on either 
side lay heaps of slain : and Caesar, for many days, 
used all possible endeavors to bring the enemy to an 
engagement on equal terms, that he might bring the 
war to a conclusion as soon as possible. 

6. But finding that they carefully avoided a battle, 
with a view to which chiefly he had quitted the route 
of UUa, he caused great fires to be lighted in the 
night, repassed the river with all his forces, and 
marched towards Ategua, one of their strongest gar- 
risons. Pompey having notice of this from the de- 
serters, retreated the same day to Cordova, by a very 
narrow and difficult road, with a great number of car- 
riages and machines of war. Ciesar began his attack 
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on Ategiia, and carried lines quite round the town ; of 
which Pompey having intelligence, set out on his 
iBarch the same day. But Ciesar had taken care be- 
forehand to secure all the advantageous posts, and 
possess himself of the forts ; partly to shelter his ca- 
valry^ partly to post guards of infantry for the defence 
of his oamp. The morning of Pompey's arrival was 
BO foggyt that he fonnd means, with some cohorts and 
troops of cavalry, to hem in a party of Ca?sar*s horse, 
and fell on them in such manner, that very few escaped 
slaughter. 

7. The following night Pompey set fire to his camp, 
passed the river Salsas, and marching through the 

valleys, encamped on a rising ground, between the 
two towns of Ategua and Ucubis. Cassar meanwhile 
GontioQed his approaches, castnp a mount, and brought 
forward his machines. The country all around is moun- 
tainous, and seems formed for war. The river Salsus 
runs throngh the plains, and divides them from the 
mountains, which all lie on the side of Ategua, at about 
two miles distance from the river. Pompey's camp 
was on these mountains, within view of both the towns, 
but nearer to Ategua ; to which he could however 
send no relief, though his army consisted of thirteen 
legions. Of these, he chiefly relied on four : two Spa* 
nisb ones, which had deserted from Trebonins; one 
formed out of the Roman colonies in those parts ; and 
a fourth which he had brought with him from Africa. 
The rest were for the most part made up of fugitives 
aiid deserters. As to light-armed foot and cavalry, 
we far exceeded him both in the number and goodness 
of the troops. 

B. But what proved principally serviceable to Pom- 
pey's design of drawing out the war into length, was 
the nature of the country, full of mountains and ex- 



Digitized 



286 



UlRTiUS' C0L.^TAR1£S 



tremely well adapted to encampments ; for almost the 
whole proTince of farther Spaio, though of an ex^ 
tremely fertile 8oll» and abounding in springs, is never* 
theless very difficult of access. Here too, on account 
of the frequent incursions of the natives, all the places 
remote from great towns, are fortified with towers 
and castles, coreredi as in Afriea, not with tiles, but 
with earth. On these they place sentinels, whose high 
situation commands an extensive view of the country 
on all sides. Nay, the greatest part of the towns of 
this province are built on mountains, and places ex* 
ceedingiy strong by nature, the approaches to which 
are extremely difBcuH. Thus sieges are rare and ha* 
zardous in Spain, it not being easy to reduce their 
towns by force^ as happened in the present war ; for 
Pompey having established his camp between Ategua 
and Ucuhis, as related above, and within view of both 
towns, Ca3sar found means to possess himself of an 
eminence very conveniently situated, and only about 
four miles from his own camp, on which he built a 
fortress. 

9. Pompey, who from the nature of the ground was 

covered by the same eminence, and besides at a suffi- 
cient distance from Csesar's quarters, soon became sen- 
sible of the importance of this post: and as CsBsar was 
separated from it by the river Salens, he imagined that 
the difficulty of sending relief would prevent his at- 
tempting any thing of that kind in its defence. Re- 
lying on this persuasion, he set out about midnight, 
and attocked the fort, which had been very trouble* 
some to the besieged. The enemy, on thei rapproach, 
setting up a shout, discharged their javelins in great 
numbers, and wounded multitudes of our men : but 
those in the fort making a vigorous resistance, and 
despatching messengers to the greater camp to infoan 
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Caesar of what had happened, he hastened to their re- 
lief, with three legions. His approach struck the 
enemy with terror : many were slain, and a great 

ntimber made prisoners ; nay, multitudes in their 
flight threw away their arms ; insomuch, that above 
fourscore shields were found which they bad left be- 
hind them. 

10. The day" after Argnetius arrived from ^ Italy, 
with the cavalry, and five standards taken from the 
Saguntines ; but was forced to quit his post by As- 
prenas, who likewise brought a reinforcement f^rom 
Italy to Cfesar. The same night Pompey set fire to 
hiis camp, and drew towards Cordova. A king, named 
Indus, who was bringing some troops to Caesar, with a 
party of cavalry, following the pursuit of the enemy 
too briskly, was made prisoner and slain by the Spa- 
nish legionaries. Next day our cavalry pursued those 
who were employed in carrying provisions from the 
town to Pompey's camp, almost to the very walls of 
CordoTa» and took fifty prisoners, besides horses. 
The same day, Q. Marcius, a military tribune in Pom- 
pey's army, deserted to us. At midnight the be- 
sieged fell furiously on our works, and by all the 
methods they could devise threw fire and combustible 
matter into the trenches. When the attack was ended, 
G. Fundanius, a Roman knight, quitted the enemy, 
and came over to us. 

11. Next day, two Spanish legionaries, who pre- 
tended they were slaves, were made prisoners by a 
party of our horse t but being brought to the camff, 
they were known by the soldiers, who had formerly 
served under Fabius and Pedius, and deserted from 
Trebonius, who would grant no quarter, but massacred 
tiiem immediately. At the same time, some courtiers, 
sent from Cordoya> to Pompey, entering our camp by 
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mistake, were seized, bad their hands cut off, and then 
were dismissed. About nine at night the besieged, 
according to cuAtOBiy spent a cooBiderable time in cast- 
ing fire and darts on our soldiers, and wounded a great 
number of men. At day-break they sallied on the 
sixth legion, who were busy at the works, and began 
a sharp contest, in which however our men got the 
better, though the besieged had the advantage of the 
higher ground : and fifty of their horse, who had be* 
gun the attack, being vigorously opposed on our side, 
notwithstanding all the inconveniences we fought un- 
der, were at length obliged to xetire into the town, with 
many wounds. 

12. Next day Pompey began a line from the camp to 
the river Salsus ; and a small party of our horse being 
attacked by a much greater body of the enemy, were 
driven from their post, with the loss of three of their 
number. The same day, A. Valgius, the son of a sena*- 
tor, whose brother was in Pompey's camp, mounted his 
horse and went over to the enemy, leaving all his bag- 
gage behind him. A spy, belonging to Pompey's second 
legion, was taken and slain. At the same time, a bullet 
was shot into the town, with this inscription : that no- 
tice should be given, by the signal of a buckler, when 
Ceesar advanced to storm the town. This encouraging 
some to hope that they might scale the walls and pos- 
sess themselves of the town without danger,' they fell 
the next day to sapping them, and threw dowu a con- 
siderable part of the outward wall. They then endea- 
vored to mount the breach, but were made prisoners, 
and afterwards employed by the garrison to make an 
offer of surrendering the town to Ciesar, on condition 
he would suffer them to march out with their baggage. 
The answer was, that it had been always his custom to 
give, not accept of conditions ; which being reported 
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to the garrison^ they set up a shout, and began to 
pour their darts on oar men from the whole circuit of 
tlie waH; which gaye reason to*belieye that the gar« 
rison intended that day to make a vigorous sally. 
Wherefore, surrounding the town with our troops, the 
conflict was for some time maintained with great vio* 
lence, and one of onr batteries threw down a tower 
belonging to the enemy, in which were five of their 
men, and a boy^ whose office it was to observe the 
battery. 

13. After this, Pompey erected a fort on the other 
side of the Salsos, in which he met wifli no interrup- 
tion from our men, and gloried not a little in the ima- 
gination of having possessed himself of a post so near 
us* Also the following day, extending himself in like 
maoDer still farther, he came up with our out-guard 
of cavalry; and charging them briskly, obliged several 
squadrons, and the light-armed foot to give ground : 
many of whom, by reason of the smallness of their 
numbers, incapable of any vigorous opposition, were 
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within view of both camps, and not a little animated 
the Pompeians, to see our men pushed so far : but 
being afterwards reinforced by a party from our camp, 
they faced about with design to renew the fight. 

14. In all battles of the horse this is found to hold $ 
that when the troopers dismount with design to charge 
the infantry, the match evermore proves unequal, as 
happened on the present occasion ; for a select body 
of the enemy^s light-armed foot coming unexpectedly 
on our horse, they alighted to sustain the charge* 
Thus in a very little time, from a horse, it became a 
foot skirmish, and again from a foot changed to a horse 
encounter, iu which our men were driven back to their 
very liues : but being there reinforcedi about a han*^ 
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dred and twenty-three of the enemy were slain, seTC- 
ral forced to ttoow down their arms, many wouodedv 
and the rest pnrsaed 'quite to their camp. - Ob our 
aide, a hundred and eleyen meD were, alaiii, beaidtt 
twelve foot soldiers and five troopers wounded. 
. 15. Towards the evening^ of the same day, the fight, 
asuanal, was renewed hefore the walls ; and the enemy 
IjATing thrown many darts, and a great quantity of 
6re from the battlements, proceeded afterwards to an 
action of unexampled cruelty and barbarity : for in 
the very sight of our troops they fell to - murdering 
the citiaens, and tumbling them headlong from the 
walls : an instance of inhumanity of which no parallel 
is to be found in the history of the most savage na- 
tions. 

16. When night came on, Fompey sent a messenger 
unk:nown to us, to exhort the garrison to make a t^ot- 
ons sally about midnight, and set fire to our towers and 

mount. Accordingly, having poured on us a great quan- 
tity of darts and fire, and destroyed a considerable part 
of the rampart, they opened the gate which lay over 
against and within view of Pompey's camp, and fiOlied 
out with all their forces, carrying with them Auseines 
to fill up the ditch ; hooks and fire to destroy and re- 
duce to. ashes the barracks, which the soldiers had built 
meetly of reeds to defend them from the winter; and 
some silver and rich apparel to scatter among the tenlSy 
that while our men should be employed iti securing the 
plunder, they might fight their way through and escape 
to Pompey ; who, in expectation that they would he 
able to .effect their design, had crossed the Salans wMi 
bis army, where he continued all night in order of bat^- 
tie, to favor their retreat. But though our men had no 
Apprehension of this design, their valor enabled them 
t9. frustrate the attempt, and repulse the^ enemy with 
maiiy« wounds. They even >made themselvea aasten 
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«of tbe tpcMl, their anns/and some prisoners* who were 
^ut to Aeaik next day. At the same 4ime a deserter 

iTrom the town informed us that Jnnius, who was em^ 
ployed in the mine when the citizens were massacred, 
exclaimed against it as a cruel and barbarous action, 
which ill suited the kind treatment they had received, 
And was a direct violation of the laws of hospitality, 
•He added many things besides, which made such an 
impression on the garrison, that they desisted from the 
juassacre. 

17« The next day TuUins, a lieutenant-generaU ao^ 
eompanied by Antoniiis of Lnsitania, came to Cae- 
sar, and addressed him to this eifect : ' Would to hea- 
ven I had rJither been one of your soldiers, than a 
follower of C. Pompey, and given those proofs of valor 
and constancy in obtaining victories for yon, rather 
•than in suffering for hiro« The only advantage we reap 
from following his banners are doleful applauses ; being 
reduced to the condition of indigent citizens, and by 
Jthe melancholy fate of our country ranked among its 
enemies ; who having never shared with Pompey in 
Jiis good fortune, find ourselves yet involved in his 
disgrace; and after sustaining the attack of so many 
wmed legions, eq^gloying ourselves day and night in 
jvrorks of defence, exposed to the darts and swords of 
iOUT fellow-*citizens : vanquished, deserted by Pompey, 
and compelled to give way to the superior valor of 
^our troops, find ourselves at last obliged to have re- 
4SOurse to your clemency, and implore that you will 
KiOt show yourselves less placable to fellow-citizens., 
^han yon have so often been to foreign nations/^* I 
am ready,' returned Csesar, ^ to show the same favor to 
citizens whicli vanquished nations have always received 
at my hands/ . - ' j 

• IS* The ambassadors being dismissed, when.t^ey 
arrived 4t the gate ot the towp, Tiberius TuUi^s ^ 
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serving that C. Antony did not follow him, returned to 
the gate and laid hold of Lim, on which drawing a 
poniard from his breast, he wounded him in the hand, 
and in this condition they both fled to Caesar. At the 
same time the standard*hearer of the first legion came 
over to our catnp, and reported that the day when the 
skirmish happened between the horse, no less than 
thirty-fire of his company fell ; but it was not allowed 
to mention it in Pompey's camp, or so much as owtt 
the loss of one man. A slave, whose master was in 
Caesar's camp, and who had left his wife and son in 
the city, cut his master's throat, and deceiring the 
guards, escaped priyately to Pompey's camp ; whence, 
by means of a bullet, on which he inscribed his intelfi* 
gence, he gave us notice of the preparations made for 
the defence of the place. When we had read the in- 
scription, those who were employed to throw the bullet 
returning to the city, two Lnsitanian brothers deserted^ 
and informed us, that Pompey in a speech made to bis 
soldiers had said, ' that as he found it impossihle to re- 
lieve the town, he was resolved to withdraw privately 
in the night, and retire towards the sea : to which ono 
made answer, that it was better to hazard a battle 
than take refuge in flight ; for which he was immedt« 
ately killed. At the same time some of his couriers 
were intercepted, who were endeavoring to get into 
the town. Caesar sent the letters to the inhabitantB, 
and one of the messengers begging his life, he granted 
it, with promise of farther reward, if he would set fire 
to the enemy's wooden turret. The enterprise was not 
without difiiculty : he undertook it, however, but was 
slain in the attempts The same night a deserter in- 
formed US that Pompey and Labienns were greatly 
offended at the massacre of the citizens. 

19. About nine at night, one of our wooden towers, 
which had been seyerely battered by the enemy^s en* 
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(liieSi gara way aa fiur as the third story. At the same 
time a sharp action happened near the walls, and the 

besieged, assisted by a favorable wind, burnt the re« 
maining part of that tower and another. Next morn- 
ing a matron threw herself from the wall, and came 
OTer to our camp^ reporting, that the rest of her family 
had intended the same, but were apprehended and put 
to death : likewise a letter was thrown over, in which 
was written — L. Minutius to Caesar : Pompey has 
abandoned me : if you will grant me my life, I pro- 
mise to serve yon with the same fidelity and attachment 
I have hitherto manifested towards him/ At the same 
time the deputies who had been sent before to Csesar 
by the garrison, now waited on him a second time, 
offering to deliver up the town next day, on a bare 
grant of their lives : to which he replied, that he was 
Osesar, and would perform his word. Thus having 
made himself master of the place the nineteenth of 
February, he was saluted emperor by the army. 

20. Pompey being informed by some deserters that 
the town had surrendered, removed his camp towards 
Ucubis, where he began to build redoubts, and secure 
himself with lines. Caesar also decamped and drew 
near him. At the same time a Spanish legionary sol- 
dier deserting to our craipy informed us that Pompey 
had assembled the people of Ucubis, and given it them 
in charge to inquire diligently who favored his party, 
who that of the enemy. Some time after, the slave, 
who^ as we have related above, had murdered his mas- 
ter, was taken in a mine and burnt alive. About the 
same time eight Spanish centurions came over to Cae- 
sar; and in a skirmish between our cavalry and that 
of the enemy, we were repulsed, and some of our light- 
armed foot wounded. The same night we took four of 
tb^ enemy^s spies. One, as being a legionary soldier. 
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was ])eheaded, but the other three, who were slavef/ 

were crucified. 

21. The day foUowieg, some of the enemy's cavalry 
and light-armed iufantry deserted to us; and abont 

eleven of their horse (ailing on a party of our men thai 
were sent to fetcli water, killed some, and took others 
prisoners ; amongst which last were eight troopers* 
Next day Pompey beheaded seTenty-fonr persons as 
Ikvorers of Ccesar's cause, ordering the rest who lay 
under the same suspicion to be carried back to the 
town, of whom a hundred and twenty escaped to 
Cfiesar. t 
• 22. Some time after, the deputies of Bursavola, whotv 
Caesar had taken prisons in Ategua, and sent along 
with his own ambassadors to their city, to inform them 
of tlie massacre of the Ateguans, and what they had to 
apprehend from. Pompey, who suffered his soldiers Uf 
murder their hosts, and eommit all manner of crimes 
with impunity, arriving in the town, none of onr depii*<i 
ties, except such as were natives of the place, durst 
enter the city, though, they were all fioman knights 
and senators* But after many messages backward and 
forward, when the deputies were on their return, the 
garrison pursued and put them all to the sword, except 
two who escaped to Caesar,, and informed him of what 
had happened. Some time after, the Bursavolenses 
sending spies to Ategua, to know the troth of what had 
happened, and finding the report of our deputies eooM 
firmed, were for stoning to death him who had been 
the cause of the murder of the deputies, and were with 
difficulty restrained from laying violent hands on Idn^ 
which in the end proved the occasion of their om de^ 
struction : for haying obtained leave of the inhaMtents 
to go in person to Caesar and justify himself, he pri- 
vately drew together some troops^ and when he thought 
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himself strong enough, returned in the uight, and was 
treacberoQsly admitted into the town ; where he made 
a dreadfol massacre of the inhabitants, slew all the 
leaders of the opposite party, and reduced the place 
under his obedience. Soon after, some slaves who had 
deserted informed us that he had sold all the goods of 
the citizens^ and that Pompey suffered none of his sol- 
diers to quit the camp but unarmed , because since thcr 
taking of Ategua, many despairing of success, fled into 
)3ethuria, having given over all expectation of victory ; 
aod that if any deserted from our camp, they were put 
among the light-armed infantry, whose pay was only 
•ixteen asses a day. 

' 23. The day following Caesar removed his camp 
nearer to Pompey's, and began to draw a line to the 
river Salsus^ Here, while our men were employed in 
the work, some of the«enemy fell on us ft'om the higher 
ground, and as we were in no condition to make resist- 
ance, wounded great numbers, obliging us, contrary to 
custom, to retreat. This being perceived, two centu- 
rions of the fifth legion passed the river, mid restored 
the battle ; when urging the enemy with astonishing 
bravery, one of them fell, overwhelmed by the multi- 
tude of darts discharged from above. The other con- 
tinued the combat for some time ; but seeing himself 
iiP danger of being surrounded, as he was endeavoring 
to make good his retreat, he stumbled and fell. His 
death being known, the enemy flocked together in still 
greater numbers, on which our cavalry passed the river, 
and drove them quite back to their intrenchments ; but 
pursuing them with too much heat, were surrounded 
by their cavalry and light-armed foot ; where, but for 
the most astonishing efforts of bravery, they must all 
unavoidably have been made prisoners : for they were 
so hemmed in by the enemy's lines, that they wanted 
room io defend themselves. Many were wounded on 
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oar side in tbeae two encoinitora, and among <to real 

Clodius Aquitius ; but as the fight was carried on 
mostly at a distance, only tke two centurions, of whom 
mention has been already made, and wliom tlie4Mim 
of glory rendered regardless of flieir own si^ty, wwe 
killed. 

24. Next day both parties withdrawing from Sori- 
caria, we continued our works* Bat Fompey obsenrin^^ 
that our fort had cut off his comnmnicatton wiHh Ash 
pavta, which is about five miles distant from Uenlmy 
judged it necessary to come to a battle. Yet he did 
not oiler it on equal terms, but chose to draw up his 
men on a hill that he might have the adFantage of tbe 
higher ground* Meanwhile both sides endeavoring to 
possess themselves of an eminence that lay exhvmely 
convenient, we at last got the better of the Pompeians, 
and drove them from the plain. The slaughter was 
very great, and would have been still gpreater, had they 
not been protected by the mountain rather than tbmr 
valor. Night came on very opportunely to favor tbeiv 
escape ; without which our men, though few in num- 
ber, would have intirely cut off their retreat. Pompey 
lost on this occasion three hundred and twenty-foar 
light-armed foot, and about a hundred and thirty-^igiit 
legionary soldiers, besides those whose armor and spoils 
we carried off. Thus the death of the two centurioos, 
which happened the day before, was fully revenged* 

25. The day after, Pompey^s horse advanced accord-* 
ihg to their usual custom to our lines ; for oidy 
cavalry durst venture to draw up on equal ground. 
They therefore began to skirmish with our men who 
were at work, the legionaries calling out to us at the 
same time to choose our field of battle, with design ti> 
make us believe that they desired nothing so much aa 
to come to blows. On this invitation our men quitted 
the eminence where they wqitq ^ucamped^ and ^dvance^ 
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A- gr^at wftjr into tbe plain, desiring no advantage of 

ground. But none of the enemy had the boldness to 
present themselves, Autistius Turpio excepted ; who, 
presuming on his strength, and fancying no one on our 
aide a matcli for Irim, ofiered ns defiance. On this 
enaned a combat not unlike tbat recorded of Memnon 
and Achilles ; for Q. Pompeius Niger, a Roman knight, 
born in Italy, quitting bis rank, advanced to tbe en- 
eoanter. The fierce air of Antistius baving engaged 
Ihe attention of all, tbe two armies drew up to be 
spectators of the issue of this challenge, and expressed 
no less impatience than if the whole fortune of the war 
bad depended on it ; and the wishes on both sides for 
anoeess were equal to the anxiety and concern eacb 
Mt for bis own combatant. They advanced into tbe 
plain with great courage, having each a resplendent 
buckle of curious workmanship. And doubtless the 
combat would have been soon decided, had not some 
ligbt*armed foot, drawn up near tbe lines, to serve as 
a guard to tbe camp, because of tbe approach of tbe 
enemy's horse ♦ ♦ • Our horse in retreating to their 
camp, being warmly pursued by the enemy, suddenly 
fceed about with great cries ; which so terrified tbe 
Pompeians, tbat they immediately betook themselves 
to flight, and retreated to their camp with tbe loss of 
many of their men. 

• 26. Caesar, to reward the valor of the Cassian troop, 
presented them with thirteen thousand sesterces, dis* 
frfbnted ten thousand more among tbe light-armed 

foot, and gave Cassius himself two golden chains. The 
same day, A. Bebius, C. Flavins, and A. Trebellius, 
Roman knights of Asti, with their horses richly ca- 
parisoned and adorned with silver, came over to Css* 
ear, and informed him that all the rest of the Roman 
knights in Pompey's camp had like them conspired to 
oome and join him^ but that a discovery being made of 
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their design by a slave, they had been all seized, them^ 
selves excepted, who doring the confosion found mem 

to escape. The same day letters were intercepted, sent 
by Pompey to Ursao, importing, * that hitherto he bad 
all the success against the enemy he conld desire, and 
would have ended the war much sooner than was ex-* 
pected, could he have brought (hem to fight him on 
equal terms : that he did not think it advisable to ven- 
ture new-levied troops on a plain : that the enemy de- 
fending themselves with their Hues, seemed inclinable 
to draw out the war to length, investing city after city, 
and thence supplying themselves with provisions: that 
he would therefore endeavor to protect the towns of bis 
party, and bring the war to as speedy an issue as pos-. 
sible : that he would send them a rein forcemeat of some 
cohorts, and made no doubt of forcing Ccesar in a short 
time to an engagement, by cutting off his provisions/ t 
27. Some time after, as our men were carelessly dis- 
persed about the works, a few horse were killed, who 
had gone to a forest of olives to fetch wood. Several 
slaves deserted at this time, and informed ns« that ever 
since the action at Soritia on the seventh of March, the 
enemy Ijad been under continual alarms, and appointed. 
Attius Varus to guard the lines. The same day Pern- 
pey decamped, and posted himself in an olive-wood 
over against Hispalis. Cesar, before he remov6d,i 
waited till midnight, when the moon began to appear. 
At his departure he ordered fire to be set to the fort of 
tJcubis, which the enemy had abandoned, and that tt^o 
whole army should rendezvous in the greater camp«, 
He afterwards laid siege to Ventisponte, which snr^i 
rendered ; and marching thence to Carruca, encamped 
over against Pompey, who had burned the city, be- 
cause the garrison refused to open the gates to him. 
A soldier who had murdered his brother in the camp, 
being intercepted by our men, was scourged and pnt t» 
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death. Caesar still pursuiDg his mafcb, arrived ia the 
pUios of MoDda, and pitched his camp opposite to that 
of Poinpey. 

28. Next day as Caesar was preparing to set out 
'ivith the army, notice was sent him by bis spies that 
Pompey had been in order of battle ever since mid- 
night. On this intelligence heordered the standard to 
he erected. Pompey had taken this resolution in con-^' 
sequence of his letter to the inhabitants of Ursao, who 
were his firm adherents, in which he told them that 
CsBsar refused to come down into the plain, because 
his army consisted mostly of new-levied troops. This 
had greatly confirmed the city in its allegiance, which' 
therefore serving as a sure resource behind liim, he 
thought he might hazard a battle without danger ; and 
the rather, as he was very advantageonsly encamped ^ 
for, as we observed before, this country is full of hills, 
ivhich run in a continued chain, without any consider- 
able breaks or hollows. 

. 29. .But we must by no means omit an accident 
which fell out about this time* The two camps were 
divided from one another by a plain about five miles, 
in extent ; insomuch, that Pompey by his situation 
enjoyed a double defence. On one side, the town,' 
seated on an eminence ; on the other, the nature of the* 
ground where the camp stood : for across this valley 
rail a rivulet, which rendered the approach of th« 
mountain extremely difficult, because it formed a deep 
morass on the right. Caesar made no doubt but the. 
enemy would descend into the plain and come to a 
battle, and his whole army were of the same mind ; 
the/ rather because the plain would give their cavalry 
full room to act, and the day was so serene and clear, 
that the gods seemed to have sent it on purpose to 
hring on an engagement. Our men rejoiced at the 
favorable opportunity : some however were not alto- 
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gether exempt from fear, when they considered that 
their all was at stake» and the uncertainty of what 
OBigbt be their fate an hour after. He advanoed how* 
ever to the field of batfle, fully persuaded that the 
enemy would do the same ; but they durst not venture 
above a mile from the town, being determined to shel- 
ter themselves under ita walls* Our men still con- 
tinued before then in order of battte ; but although 
the equality of the ground sometimes tempted tbeor 
to come and dispute the victory, they nevertheless 
still kept their post on the mountain, in the neighbor- 
hood of the town. We doubled our speed to reach 
the rivulet, without their stirring from the place where 
they stood. 

30. Their army consisted of thirteen legions: the 
cavalry was drawn up on the wings, with six thousand 
light-armed infantry and about the same number of 
auxiliaries. We had only eighty heavy-armed cohortSf 
and eight thousand horse. When we came to the ex« 
tremity of the plain, as the ground was very disad- 
vantageous, it would have been dangerous for us to 
advance farther, because the enemy were ready to 
charge us from tiie eminencee : and therefore, that m 
might not rashly entangle ourselves, Ctesar had taken 
care to mark beforehand how far we might advauce 
with safety. The army when commanded to halt^ 
■ murmured greatly, as if they had been kept back from 
a certain victory. The delay however served to en« 
liven the enemy, who fancied that our troops were 
afraid of coming to blows. They therefore had the 
boldness to advance a little way, yet without quitting 
the advantage of their post, the approach to which was 
extremely dangerous. The tenth legion, as usual, was 
on the right; the third and fifth on the left, with the 
auxiliary troops and cavalry. At length the battle 
began with a shout* 
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SI. But thaog^h our men were snp^or to tlie enemy 

in courage, they nevertheless defended themselves so 
well by the advantage of the higher ground, the shouts 
were so loud, and the discharge of darts on both sides 
80 greaty that we almost began to despair of victory t 
for the first onset and clamor, with which an enemy 
is most apt to be dismayed, were pretty equal in the 
present encounter. All fought with equal valor ; the 
place was covered with arrows and darts, and great 
vnmhers of the enemy fell. We hare already ob- 
serred that the tenth legion was on the right, which, 
thongh not considerable for the number of men, was 
nevertheless formidable on account of its courage ; and 
so pressed the enemy on that side, that they were 
obliged to draw a legion from the right wing to rein* 
fbrce the left, and prevent its being taken in flank. On 
this motion, our cavalry on the left fell on Pompey's 
right wing, weakened by the departure of the legion: 
but they defended themselves with so much bravery 
and resolution, as to stand in need of no new troops to 
support tbem. Meanwhile the clashing of armor, min- 
gled with shouts of the combatants, and the groans of 
the dying and wounded, terrified the new raised sol- 
ders : for, as Ennius says, they fought hand to hand, 
foot to foot, and shield to shield. But though the 
enemy fought with the utmost vigor, they were obliged 
to give ground, and retire towards the town. The 
battle was fought on the feast of Bacchus, and the 
Pompeians were intirely routed and put to flight ; in-* 
flomuch, that not a man could have escaped, had they 
not sheltered themselves in the place whence they ad- 
vanced to the charge. The enemy lost on this occasion 
upwards of thirty thousand men, and among the rest 
Labienus and Attins Yams, whose funeral obseqniea 
were performed on the field of battle* They had like« 
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wise ibree thousand Roman knights killedt partly of 
Italy, partly of the province. About a thousand weve 
slain on our side, partly foot, partly horse ; and five 

hundred wounded. We gained thirteen eagles and 
standards, and made seventeen officers prisoners* Such 
was the issue of this action.- 

. The remains of Pompey's army retreating to 
Munda, with design tod^snd themselves in that town, 

it became necessary to invest it. The dead bodies of 
the enemy, heaped together, served instead of a ram- 
part, and their javelins and darts were fixed up by 
way of palisades. On these we hung their bucklers to 
supply the place of a breast-work, and fixing the heads 
of the deceased on swords and lances, planted them all 
around the works, to strike the greater terror into the 
besieged, and keep awake in them a sense of our 
bravery. Amidst these mournful objects did they fin4 
themselves shut in, when our men began the attack^ 
which was managed chiefly by the Gauls. Youn^ 
Valerius, who had escaped to Cordova with some 
horse, informed Sextus Pompey of what had hap- 
*pened ; who on receipt of the mournful news, distri- 
buting what money he had about him to the troopers, 
left the town about nine at night, under pretence of 
going to find out Caesar, to treat of an accommodation. 
On the other side. On. Pompey, attended by a few 
horse and foot, took the road of Carteia, where his 
fleet lay, and which was about a hundred and seventy 
miles distant from Cordova. When he had arrived 
within eight miles of the place, he sent P. Calvitius 
his camp-marshal before, to fetch a litter to carry him 
to the town, because he found himself out of order* 
The litter came, and when he entered the town, those 
of his party waited on him privately, to receive his 
orders about the umnagemeut of the war« Asihe^ 
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assembled round the place in g^eat crowds^ Pompey', 
qoitting: bis litter, pot himself under their protection. 

. 33. Casar, after the battle, seeing the circumvalla- 
tioti of Munda completed, marched to Cordova. Those 
of the enemy who had escaped the slaughter, possess- 
ing themselTOS of a bridge, on the approach of our 
men called out to them with an air of derision , * What ! 
we are no more than a handful of men escaped from 
the battle, and shall we be allowed no place of retreat?' 
Immediately they prepared to defend the bridge. Cae- 
sar passed the river and encamped on the other side. 
Scapula, who had stirred up the freedmen to a revolt, 
escaping^ after the battle to Cordova, when he found 
himself besieged, assembled all his followers, ordered 
a funeral pile to be erected, and a magnificent supper 
served up ; when, putting on his richest dress, he dis^ 
trsbiited his plate and ready money among his doroes^- 
tics, supped cheerfully, anointed himself once and 
again,, and, last of all, ordered one of his freedmen to 
despai^h him, and another to set fire to the pile. 

34. Caesar had no sooner encamped before the ^plaee 
than a division arose among the inhabitants, between 
those who favored Csssar, and those who were in the 
interest of Pompey, attended with so rude a clamor, 
that it reached our camp. During the contest, some 
legions, composed partly of fugitives, partly of slaves 
manumitted by Pompey, came and surrendered them- 
selves to Caesar. But the thirteenth legion prepared 
to delend the place ; and with that view possessed 
themselves of the walls and some towers, in spite of 
all the opposition they met with ; which obliged the 
other party to send deputies to Caesar for aid. On 
Ibis, those who had escaped out of the battle set fire to 
the place^ and our men entering at the same time, slew 
about *tw§ntywtwo thousand of them, besides those who 
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were slain without the walls ; and thus hecame masters 
of the town. Whilst Caesar was employed m this 
sieget those who were blodi^ed op at Munda oiade a 
sally, but were driven back inla the town with ooan- 

derable loss. 

35* Thence Caesar marched to Hispalis, which sent 
deputies to sue for pardon , and obtained it, Xhongh 
the citizens assured him that they were able to defend 
the town with their own forces, he nevertheless thought 
proper to send Caninius his lieutenant tbitber with 
some troops, and encamped himself before the plaee« 
There was in the town a atrong party of Pov^eiaBs ; 
who, displeased to see Caesar's troops received wityn 
the walls, deputed secretly one Philo, a zealous parti- 
san of Pompey, and well known in Lusitania, to beg 
assistance of Cecilius Niger, sornamed the Barbarous^ 
who lay encamped near Lenius, with a ateong army 
of Lnsitanians. These approaching the town towaida 
night, got over the walls, surprised tbe sentinels and 
garrison, shut the gates, and began to defend the 
place. 

36* During these transactions, deputies arrived fioaa 
Carteia, with accounts of their having secured Pom'* 

pey ; hoping by this service to atone for their former 
fault of shutting the gates against Caesar. Meantime 
the Lusitanians in Hispalis still continued piUagiiig4lie 
town, which, though known lo Caesar, did not yet de« 
termine him to press it too hard, lest they should m 
despair set fire to the town, and destroy the walls. It 
was resolved in council to suffer the Lusitanians to 
escape in the night by a sally, yet so that the thing 
might not appear designed. In this sally they set five 
to tbe ships that were in the river Baetis ; and while 
our men were employed in extinguishing the flames, 
endeavored to get off; hot being, overtaken by the can 
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miry, were mostly cut to pieces. Thence he marched 
4o Afta, which submitted, Munda having been now a 
Vmg wbile besieged, many of thoae who had escaped 
Ottt of the battle, despairing of safety, surrendered to 
us ; and being formed into a legion, conspired among 
themselves, that on a signal given, the garrison should 
eally out in the night, while Ihey at the same time 
aho«td hegm a maesacre in the camp. But the plot 
being discovered, they were next night, at the changing 
of the third watch, all put to death without the ram* 
|>art« 

. 37. The Carteians, while Caesar was employed in 
leducing the other towns on his route, fell into a dis- 
sension about young Pompey. There were two parties 
in the town ; one that had sent the deputies to Caesar, 
and another in the Pompeian interest. These last pre- 
irailiiq;, seiied the gates, and made a dreadful slaugh- 
ter of tteir adversaries. Pompey himself was wounded 
in the fray ; but, escaping to his ships, fled with about 
thirty galleys. Didius, who was at Cadiz with Cassar's 
fleet, hearing of what had happened, immediately sailed 
in pursuit of them ; slatfoning at the same time some 
cavalry and infantry along the coast, to prevent his 
getting off by land. Pompey had departed with so 
inuch precipitation from Carteia, that he took no time 
to furnish himself with water ; which obliging him to 
etop by the way, Didivs came up iirith him after four 
days' sailing, took some of his ships, and burned the 
rest. 

38. Pompey, with a few followers, escaped to a place 
•itongly fortified by nature ; of which the troops sent 
in pursuit of him having certain intelligence by their 
scouts, followed day and night. He was wounded in 
the siioulder and left leg, and had besides strained his 
aaolef all which greatly retarded his flight, and obliged 
CAS. VOL. n^ V 
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him to make use of a litter. A LrattBnim having die* 

covered the place of his retreat, he was quickly sor- 
rounded by our cavalry and cohorts. Seeing himself 
betrayed, he took refuge in a post naturaUy strongf 
and which could easily be defended by a few men, be* 
cause the approach to it was extremely diffiralt.. We 
attempted to storm it, but were repulsed, and vigor- 
ously pursued by the enemy ; and meeting with no 
better success after seTcral trials, we at length resolved 
to lay siege to the place, it seeming too hazardovm to 
force it. Accordingly a terrace was raised, and lines 
drawn round the place ; which the enemy perceiving, 
thought proper to betake themselves to ^ght« 

39. Pompey, as we have observed above, being hmm 
and wounded, was in no conditien to make a qpeedy 
retreat; and the rather, because the place was such, 
that he could use neither horse nor litter. He saw his 
people driven from the fort, massacred on all sides, 
and himself left without resource. In Ihis es^tremi^ 
he fled to a cave, where be could not easily be diaeo* 
vered, unless he was betrayed by the prisoners. Here 
he was slain, and his head brought to Caesar the twelfth 
of April, just as he was setting out for Hispalis, and 
afterwards exposed to the view of the people* 

40. After the death of young Pompey, Didins, prmid 
of his success, hauled some of his vessels ashore to be 
refitted, and retired himself to a neighboring fort* The 
Lusitanians who had escaped from the battle of Mnnda, 
rallying in great bodies, found themselves strong enongb 
to make head against him. Though the preservatienof 
the fleet was what principally engaged his attention, 
he was yet necessitated to make frequent sallies, to 
check the insolence of the enemy. These daily Bkitm 
mishes gave them an opportunity of projecting an aan 
buscade ; for which purpose they divided their troops 
into }hree bodies, Did.ius sallied according tokens- 
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torn ; when, on a signal giyen, one of the parties ad« 
vanced to set fire to the fleet ; and another counter'* 
feiting a retreat, drew him insensihly into the ambus* 
cade, where he was surrounded and slain with most of 
his followers, fighting valiantly. Some escaped in boats 
which they found on the coast ; others made for the 
galleys Jby swimming ; and weighing anchor, stood out 
to sea. A great many saired themselves in this man- 
ner, but the Lusitanians got all the baggage. Csesar 
meanwhile returned from Cales to Hispalis. 
. 41. Fabius Maximus, whom he had left to continue 
the siege of Munda, carried on the approaches with 
great success ; insomuch, that the enemy seeing theni^ 
selves shut up on all sides, resolved to attempt a sally : 
but were repulsed with great loss. Our men seized 
this opportunity to get possession of the town, and 
made sll the rest prisoners. Thence they drew to* 
wards Ursao, a town exceedingly strong both by na- 
ture and art, and capable of resisting an enemy : for 
there is not so much as a rivulet within eight miles of 
the place, nor any spring, but that which supplies the 
town. Add to all this, that the wood necessary for 
building towers and other machines was to be fetched 
from a distance of six miles ; because young Pompey^ 
to render the siege more difficult, had cut down all the 
wood round the place ; which obliged our men to 
bring all the materials for carrying on the siege from 
Munda. 

42. Dnring these transactions at Munda and Ursao, 
Caesar, who had returned from Gales to Hispalis^ as- 
sembled the citizens, and made the following speech : 
* That when be was advanced to the questorship, be 
bad chosen their province preferably to all others, and 
dnring his continuance in that office done them every 
service in his power : that, during his pretorship, he 
bad obtained for them of the senate the abolition of the 



Diyiiized by Google 



308 UlRTIUS' COMM£NTAai£S. 

taxes imposed by Metellus, declared himself their 
patron, procured their deputies a bearing at Rome»* 
and made himself many enemies^ by undertaking the 
defence both of their public and privafe rigfatk la 
Sue, that when he was consul, he had, though absent, 
rendered the province all the services in his power : 
that instead of making a suitable return for so many 
faTofSy they had always dlscmrered the utmost- iogra* 
titude, both towards htm and the people of Rome ; bb 
well in this last war as the preceding. You,' said he, 
* though no strangers to the law of nations, and the 
rights of Roman citizens, have yet like barbarians 
often violated the sacred persons of Roman magis- 
trates. Tou attempted in open day, in the public 
square, to assassinate Cassius. You have been always ^ 
such enemies to peace, that the senate could never suf- 
fer the province to be without legions. You take 
fisvors for offences, and insults for benefits, are inso- 
lent and restless in peace, and cowardly and effeminate 
in war. Young Pompey, though only a private citi- 
zen, nay a fugitive, was yet received among you, and 
Suffered to assume the ensigns of magistracy. After 
putting many citizens to death, you still furnished him 
with forces, and even urged him to lay waste the conn* 
try and province. Against whom do you hope to be 
victorious ? Can you be ignorant, that on the suppo* 
sition of my overthrow, the people of Rome have still 
ten legions, capable not only of making head against . 
you, but of bringing the whole earth under subject 
tiour 
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